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THE CHURCIMAN'S FRIEND,

“vac

more quickly than he usually ventured to speak;
“don't bo uncharituble—don't et us spenk or
think evil where thero is none.  Mr. Churchloy
- add Mr. Straddle were thero too, and there was
no differen¢e in the way he treated us, and I
fever e\pm‘xenccd 8o much brotherly” foeling
towards them before, as whenr wo met in the
kindly, genial, unrestrained atmosplicro of the
bishop's presence.”

“Well, all I can say is” was Mrs. Slowton's
answer, “if’ such a course is not the result of
deep design, it is one which is very undignified—
be will encourage his clergy to t.nl\e liberties
without fear of lns rebuke,”

* “Will'he?” asked Mr. Slowton significantly
“Will he? 7 shouldu't lite lo bo the one who
would try i, that's all—I'd a good Jeal sooner
tako liberties with a Ling, if T had my choice.”

Mrs, Slowton, however, was nct dicposed to
look upon the new bisbop withcut suspicion.
Tho fact that the prayers of his household wore
the moming and evening piayers of the church,
and that he had said something of building a
private chapel wherein they were to be offered,
was alost fatal to all Mr. Sléwrton’s cffor's to
. impréss her favourably. Having the fear of
Pusayism- hefors her eyes, she was rosolved, as
a matter of duty, to believe 1o good of any‘one
to whom that stigma could properly bo attached,
and though Mr. Slowton talked half tlie night
of the excellénce of the bishop, he seerned not
only'to produce no-effect upor the mind of “his 3}
wife, but by the skill with whiich she suggested
covert molivés-to everything which lier husband
described, she at last shook his own convictions
in' the sincerity of his dxocesun, and poot M,
Sioiwton: did- at lhst begin to think it possible
that he mlght, after all, be the object of & deep
laid anG dangerous schéme oii the Bishopl
pait, the end and olject of whith ‘M\s to mal\p
i o & Tmctzmah.”
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..The Encouraz,amenm of tha late Synod.

Wn'(‘lo ‘not deny that:ndoy things in the: 14
Synod wire taléulated to .pain an e\angelxc.
and! gtliolie: minded manj for mdny of t.ha

isitp.and & fow of the clergy spoke as Lhono'h )
they were totally ignorant of the one apostohc ’
and- snéramantal clinfacterr of the ‘Charch, her

Priesthood and har -Ordinances; the Prayers §

book, in much of its teaching, appeared w f)e

todhom.n.dend letter,” -

'”r

”f‘é?

This is sad, but cortainly not strange; in
truth, it would be sttange if it wero mnot so.
“Qffences must needs cqme.” This is a demo-
cratic and selfsuflicient age; the great tempta-
tioi with which the sibtle Pririco of Darkness
attacks the respectalile aud ordorly, but worldly-
minded Christian, is that of impatience of all,
eapecially class, superiofity, whether social, poli-
ticai or spiritual.  The father is mo more
ecteeined as the divinely instituted head of his
chiltlren, but sSimply as the ‘governor’ to take
charge of them for the few years of their mino-
rity;—the Monarch, no longer God’s vice-

, gerent, is regarded only as the creature of the

people’s convenience; while if men dare not ab-
solutely venture the blaspbemous assertion that

" Deity only exists to provide for the necessities of

his creatures, they do not fear totreat those who
share the priesthood of His divine Son as the
mere officers of ‘a human polity, denying, with
the impatient bitterness of a self exalting’ vavity,
all those spiritual functioms and that priestly
autbority with which -God ‘has entrusted thiem
alike for the maintenanco of His vwn glory and
the building up of His saints; and this in defi-
ance of the plainést declarations of the Bible,
the Church, and the Book of Common Prayer.

This insubordnate, irreverent, self-seeking spirit
is, we repeat, the great oral delusion of the
age; but it were 4@ great mistake to suppose that

| all'is dark, and yet.(his feeling of despondency

is one into which enrnest‘mmded men are too
apt to fall, and which flings individuals amongst
them who are not distinguished by Christian
fortitude and- intellectual clearness into the arms
of the solerin fotnialism and fleshly mysticism-of
Rome, orinto tlioss of the méretricious glare,
uncertain warmth and mistaken zeal of Profest-
ant.dissent. But yet; all i not dark, very far
otherwise. ' We' ‘question’ whether for ages a
similar number of divities ¢ould havé been assein-
bled together, as at our late’ Synod, so large a
fortion-of whom wefe L7000 et angelical and
catholic in their faithi 18 re:pects ‘both doctrine
and discipline; and toa grbat oxtest the: sania
remark applies to the mora' intelligent and
eafmest minded portion of the laity. I is one
of the Dlessed paculiarities of the church. of Christ
: that nersatution tends to invigotste ‘and-puiify
‘her rather than Lo destroy her; hence, when the ]
preat adversary assaults-het with his' most fiery
darts, then are her faithful sons driven to'a more




