ageeed, that while the draft contans a very full
view of the rense attaclied by the Chuseh, to the
passages referred to in the Confession of Faub,
the paper might be shottened  “T'he Presbyiery,
however, reaceved the final cxpression of their
opimon until next meetingg, 10 the hope of there
bhainy a fuller attendance of inembers,

‘T'he following overture to be presented to next
Synod, was unanimously agreed to—

« Whcrear the ministers helonging to our own
and all the nther chnrche<an the provinee, exeept
those of Englend nnd of Rone, are subjected to
umust and degrading distinctione, 1 obiannng
the right of celebrating marnage, 1t 18 “hereby
overtured, that steps be taken to bring the matter
under the notice o) the Provineinl Legiddature,

with the view of all Chrishan nnnistess bemng |

placed, in this respect, vpon a footing of equahity.”
T. Wieurstax, Pres Clerk.

———re s
PRESBYTERY OF COBOURG

The Presbytery of Cobourg met tn 8t An-
drew's Chinrch, Cohourg, on the 9ilt March “T'he
attendance of ministers and elders was good, and
a considerable amount of business was tranearted

Rev. James Adams was appointed 10 petform
missionary dutics in Cariwright and Manvers,
until the mecting of the Home Mission Commut-
tecin April, while Rev. D McAleese was ap-
pointed to Dummer and Percy for the same ime,

Financial reports were presented from Grafton

and Colborne, Cobourg, Peterboto’, Cattwnght,
and Manvers, which were considered satisfaclory 5
and the clerk was dizected to make instant ap-
plication 1o the defaulung congregations for the
past year's reports.

‘The Presbytery agreed to make application to
the Home Mission Commuttee for two mission.
aries besides Mr. McAleese, to labor within the
bounds of the Presbytery dunng the susnner, and

appointed Rev, Meazes. McKenzie and Andrews, °
and Mr. Brodie, clder, to attend the meeting of |

Committee in ‘Toronto.  Arraagonents were
then made for paying the salaries of the mision-
aries who have been laboring within the Peesby-
tery’s bounds dusing winter,

‘The Presbytery next procecded to enquire into
the progress the various congregations had made
in forwarding the eubscriptions for the Widow
aud Orphans’ Fund.  Cobousg, Grafton and Col-
borne, and Peterboro’ congregations, reposted
that they had already procceded to a certain
length with the subscription lists, and hoped soon
to be able ta complete the wortk. The other
congregations, from which no reports werc forth-
coming, were directed to proceed inunediately,
that they may have the subscription list com-
pleted before the meeting of Synad.

The members of Presbytery were notified, that |

extracts will be required at the next mecting of
Preshytery, from cach Deacon's Court, stating
their apinion on the Sth clause of the charter pro-
posed for Knox's College.

‘The Sustentation Board then presented their
report.  ‘The Preshiytery  highly approve of
their ddigence, and anstruct those congregations,
through their ministers, which have not yet re-
ported to the Board, to send their reports imme-
diately to Alexander Frazer, Esq, Cobourg—
that a full financial statement of all the congre-
gations may be ready before the mceung of
Synod.

The Preshytery procceded 10 ascentain the
opinion of the members on the proposed Declara-
tory Enactment, anent some passagesin the Con-
fession of Faith  And while the Presbytery
highly approve of the diligence of the Committee
who drew up the Enactment, they are unanie
mously of opinion, that what is required, is a
short explanatory nete, intimdting that this
Church docs not understand the sections of the
Gonfession of Faith referred 1o in the Enactment,
as countenancing Erastianism.

The clerk desites 1o inumate to minisiers and

after dehberation, the Presbytery unammously |

congregations, that they will lienceforth consuler
the reports of the Preshytery i the Leeard, offie
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cinl, and thereby prevent the necesaity of any '

other commumeaton
The nest mecrng of Preshviery swasappointed
1 be held at Cobourg, on Tucsday, the 1%k
May.
i Joux W. Sourn, I’ C.

PO N —
©OSTUDENTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY
! OI' KNOX'S COLLEGE.

Irs Natven axp Desisx~Its Prusext Finno
01 LAtotUR—=WIAT IT HAS DONE IN IT=—AND,
WaAT IT Now SELES TO L.

1 The Naturcand Desizgnof the Association
‘These will be best understood by the following
, eatracts from its Constitution ;
Article 2ud, ¢ Tts design <hall be the fostenng
of a Missionary sjnrit, and the prowotion of Mis.
, rtonary objects by all available means.”

Article 3ed, * Its members shall consist of all
Students recogniscd by the Presbyterian Church
ol-Canada, as looking forward to the ministry,
along with the Professors of the College, and such
! honorary members as may be froin tune to time

appointed
By-Law Gth, “ That the funds of the Society
shall be ¥pecially employed in auding the work of
Fvangehzauon among the French Caunadian pop-
: ulation.”

2 The Society's present Field of Labour.

Tu the eady part of the summer of 1851, the
Society commenced Missionary labours among
the French Canadians at Metiz, a place about
200 anlea below Quebee, on the south side of the
St. Lawreace, Here Mr Kedey, one of their
own number, laboured during the College recess,
and in that time a School wus cstabiished for
the education of French Canadian children.—
. ‘The Socicty consider this the place most suitable
to begin missionary opetations in order to reach
the immense dormant mass of population that
now hes sunk inigaorance and superstition.—
From Quebee downwards, for more than 200
mnies, the whole population, with a few excep-
nons, are French Canadians, and most devotedly
atiached to the goul-destroying systemn of the
“Man of Sin*  The County of Rimouski itself,
though far down the River, numbers not less than
20,000 inhalitans.  Almost every nine miles a
| Romish Church, with all jts usual appendages,
tmcets the eye. At Ste. Anne, far below Que-
bee, there is an extensive College, where the most
! promising youth of the surrounding country are
{ imbued with the dogznas and spirit of Romanism,
Az yet little haa ben done by Protestants in this
" extensive field of Missionaty enterprise.

3. What the Suciety has done in this Field.

As has already been stated, one of its members
Iaboured at Metis during the sminmer of 1851.—
* He held meetings which were atiended by a
- pumber of French Canadiauns, to whoin the Scrip-
' tures were read and expounded in their own lan-
- guage.  He also visited famities and was juvan-
Lly well received.  ‘The desite to hear the Word
of God was apparent wherever he went, He
distributed a fow copies of the Scriptures. The
confidence of several in the Church of Rome has
been shaken, and some have left her commuaion
altogether.  And finally, a school, as has been
inentioned, was opened with a view of giving a
Scriptural, as well as a sound clementary educa-
| tion to the French Canadian children.” In the
face of much pricatly opposition, it was ¢ n-
ced about the cnd of July, with three or four scho-
lars. In Scptember the number had increased to

nine, and in February, 1852, the number had
!rcachcd fiftcen ; four of these, however, were
¢+ withdrawn on account of a threat from the
i Bishop of Quebce, to the effce: that those who
+ should send their children to the Mission School,
would be deprived of the privileges ot the Church.
There is reason to thank God, however, that there
' are some who =ay that they do not fear his

thireats, while others have come to zee the school,
und have gone away eaying, ** who can eay any-
thing azainst it 1”

4. What the Suciety seels to do.

‘The work which han been undertaken must,
from 1'8 very nature, enther progress and extend,
or dwindle away and prove a falure.  In enter-
fag upon it, it has been the desire and hope of the
Society that the former may be the wmsue,  And
they fee! that they can appeal with confidence to
the fruends of Christ 1o assist in extending their
efforts.  In order to prosecute the wark success-
fully, the echool would requite nnmediately a Fe-
wale ‘Teacher to take charge of the Gitly depart-
men! Tlus would ada greatly to its efficiency.

' Books and otlier articles for the use of the sehocl,

are also required ; and as the Teacher’s house
must, especinliy during the winter, become an
asylom for many of the poorer children, articles
for housrhold use and clotling for the more des-
titute, will be neceseary  And although the So-
ciety has the prospect of obtaining the services of
their former missionary, Mr. Kedey, during the
cnsting summer, it is highly desirable that funds
shouk! be raised for the support of a permanent
colporteur to carry the Bibls from house to house,
and converse familiarly with the haditants, and
thereby strengthen the hands both of the mission-
ary and the teachers. Experience warrants the
opimon, that it is only by the combined cfforts of
the Missionary, the Colporteur and the Teacher,
that the wotk of evangelization can, in sucha
field, be successfully prosccuted. 1he aid of
Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools ia especially
solicited in this important work.

Wt McLarex, Dresident.
Joux Laixag, Secretary.

N. B.—Contributions, in money, books, cloth-
g, &c., will be thavkfully received, and may be
sent to the Treasurer, Mr. John Rennic, Knox's
Colleqe, Toronto ; or to James Hossack, Esq,
Merchant, Lower ‘Town, Quebec,

—————e
SABBATH OBSERVANCE.

Ata meeting of the Synod’s Committee, on the
subject of the Sabbath, it was resolved, that a
scries of queries be drawn up, and published in
the Record, with the view of “ gathering infor-
mation from the ministers and sessions of the
Church, ns to the extent and the forms of Sab.
bath Desccration prevalent throughout the land.»

I. Does Sabbath visiting prevail to any cxtent
in your locality ?

IL. Is iherc any trading on the Sabbath .«
pecially in intoxicating liquors? Do any en,,._e
in their sccular avocations on that day 1

HI1. Are harvest operations cartied on at all?
Any caser of farmers cutting down and leading
in their grain on the Lord's day?

IV. How many stages and steamers may ar-
rive or lcave on the Sabbath?

V. Ia there much travelling for pleasure, or on
businesa? Is it at all customary to set out on, ot
return from, a journey on Sabhath?

VI If, in the vicmity of any of the public ca-
unals, which are open on the Sabbath, could you
state the number of hands employed-—the amount
of traffic duting the past year—the effece pro-
duced on the surrounding community—and the
apinion, in so far as it can be ascertained, of par-
ties most interested on the subject of closing them 1

VII. What is the extent of Sabbath labour in
your post-office? 1las anything been done in
the way of memorialising the public swhoriies
for its discontinuance ?

VIII. Have existing Legislative enactments,
for the protection of the Sabbath, been faithfully
cnforced in your quarter?

IX. Have any special efforts been made to
bring the general subject of the Sabbath promi.
nently under the notice of your congregation, or
the community at Iarge—such as, having lectores
delivered—tracts distributed—or an atsociation
formed 1 :

X. State any additional facts, and make any

4



