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dates for communios—and the result of the
examinationa was generally  satisfuctory,—
¢ Early on the first day of the week,” the ‘ser.
vices were commenced in the Euglish by Mr.
McQueen, followed hy Mr. Curric in the Gaelie,
This was, indeed, & solemn senson to those poor
and lonye-neglected tHighlunders,  They had in
renlity *“a table apread for them in the wilder.
nean” and the word preached with power
scemed to affect them decply—many giving
vent to their emations in n'vll;o and tears.  The
number who sat at the table, inclusive of our.
selves, was twenty-three,

The serviees of the duy continned about five
hours; vet no one present manifested the Jenst
sign of impatience, altho' mny were cotmpelled
to stand during the whole time, while those
who sat, were not much miore comfortable—
thelr seats being composed of round cedar

Jes, Jald horizontally,  We had to thank Mr,

urdock McRae for theaddit.onal convenience
of & honse, his being the only one in the neigh-
bourhood adapted for the purposeof u meetinge.

On the Monday after the conclusion of the
thnnksgivim; service, two mnore Dencons were
ordnined and a collection of 10 was presented
to ns to defruy our expenses, tive of which we
voted to the Home Mission Committee. On
our return honie hy the same route, M. (.
preached in both languages in the township of
Grenville; aud after ten days sbsence, we ar-
rived safe at home, considerally fatigued but
much refreshed in spirit.

D. Carraxaen,
S ————————————————p——
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CALLS TO GRATITUDE

We presume that inost of our congregations
have been called together, in accordance with
the recommendation of our respected Modera.
tor, for the purpose of engaging in exercises of
praise and prayer to Almighty God, the boun.
tiful bestower of the mercics, of which, as &
people, we partake so largely. It is most
seemly that such scrvices should be engaged
in, and that there should be some public and
outward recoguition of vur dependence upon
God, and some wanifcst expression of grati-
tudeto Him. We cannot sce what hinders
the obeervance of a general day of thanks-
giving, or why the Government of the country

should niot, for vae day, close the public offices,
and invite ull the people to actin a similar
way=10 lay aside the ordinury tuils of life, and
to join in presenting to the Lord of the whole
carth a tribute of homage and of gratitude.—
‘This Is doue annuully in the United States, and
we do not see any practieal difficultios here,
We believe (he people generally would cheer-
fully observe nduy of generul thanksgiviug.

We have, undoubtedly, many loud calls to
gratitnde.  God has aguin blessed us with an
abundant harvest.  The genial showers of
spring, in their seuson, soficned and  refreshed
the carth.  God bleseed the springing of the
ground, No pestilence hath breathed wpon
us. The active duties of agriculture and eom.
meree hnve been carried on amidst the smiles
of u kind providence. The year hins been one
of prosperity and success. It becotnesus now,
when near its termination, to recognize God's
hand in our abundunce and prosperity, and to
pray that his blessing may reet uponus as a
people.

We have secn the great system of raflrond
communication, which secms destined to pro-
duce such an effect on the materinl growth and
developuient of our country, carricd, if not to
completion, still to a point of very consi-
derable progresa  The extremities of these
extensive f'rovinces are brought nenr. Space
is in & measure annihilated. We thank
God even for these measures of progress,
believing, as we do, that whatever teuds to
promote even the development of the physical
resources of & country is capable of being
made instrumental in promoting its higher
progress.  We do not feel that we could enter
into allthe measures which have Leen adopted
for celebrating the opening of the railway
throughout the Province. We believe there
has been an extravagant waste of money, for
which no beneficial return can be Jooked, and
that countenance hashdéen given to practices
which war against the souls of individuals,
and of course are prejudicial to the Lest in-
terests of the community, But, while we pro-
test against such celebrations as being coecn.
tially worldly in their epirit and tendency, we
do not ook with indifference on the sigus of
advancing improvement. Wethank God that,
as a community, we arc advancing.

Realizing our union with the great British
Empire, we have reason to be thankful that we
can look back to the establishment of an hon-
orable peace. The ravages of war have ceased.
The sword has returned to its scabbard, Re-
suits have been cffected which, we trust, will
tell on the progress of Christianity in the
East, and quicken the friends of missions to do
with their might whatever their handa find to
do.

We have cause to be thankful to God for
other victories. The attempts made, by de
signing and wicked raen, in the parent coun.
try, to break down the barriers of the Salbath,
have, in the meantime, beea frasteated. The
enemies have been defeated, and the friends of
the Sabbath have been made to rejoice.

We have thus many calls to gratitude and
thankegiving. We have grounds of thanke-
giving as & people, and we have special cause
of thunkegiving ne s church.  Our cords have
been extended. 'We have been privileged to
send sbrosd our cords, even tw India, und to
take posscasion, in the name of Jesus, of &
portion of what may be called, specially, the
kingdom of Satan. At home, peace and prosper-
ity prevail throughout our congregations, and
in our Theolagical Institute.

We shall be guilty then if we withhold our
tribute of gratitude. Surely God huth highly
favoured us.  If we consider the condition of
other nations, the contrast may well deepen
our own thunkfulncss, In Italy, Spuin, and
other countries, where the Mun of Sin reigns,
persceution is still the portion of Christ's fol-
lowers,  In Frauce we see the incipient suryg-
ings nnd tossings which may jssue, 1o one ean
tell iow saon, in another revolution. Even in
the neighbouring Republic we see good men
sighing and erying over the triumph of pro.
dlavery principles, There, wedoubt not, muny
good and fithful men kept their thunkegiving
day ns a fast doy,  Let all these considerations
eall forth our gratitude and thankegiving. But
let us pemctber, that the outward tokens of
gratitude will be mcre hypocerisy if the heart
is not warmed, and if we do not devote our-
sclves really and practically to the Lord,  Let
our gratitude, therefore, be practical. Let us
honour the Lord with our substance and with
the first fruits of our increase. Let us reform
ahuses in our own practice where such exist.—
Let us set up an altar of God in our families,
and live as those who are not their own, but
have been bought with & price even the pre-
clous blood of Christ.

CHRISTIANS IN THEIR RELATION TO
SECULAR AFFAIRS,

Ought Clristians to meddle with politics?—
Certsinly they onght. Why shonld the ua-
godly alone have the control of these mat-
ters? If Christians stand aloof, it need not be
wondered ut if our Courts of Parlisment and
Municipal Councils reflect, not the virtues, but
the vices of the people. We think it duc to
the interests of morality and religion, to bring
this subjject before the consciences of our rea-
ders, in view of the approaching municipal
elections,  Next month the appointment of Al-
dermen, Councillors, and School Trustees, will
devolve upon the people of the Province.—
It is amatter of no small importance that pious,
as well as intelligent men, be chosen, Mayors,
Councillors, Trustees, can do much to protect
the Sabbath, to repress intemperance, to dis-
courage the horse-raceand circus, and promote
education. None but men of principle and
plety, therefore, should be entrusted with these
vast interests, Who would think of entrusting
8 koown cheat ordrunkard with the msnage-
ment of his property? What father would
employ a notorious Sabbath-treaker or swearer
to instruct his children? Can it be right then
to eatrust men, notorious for dishouesty, Sab-



