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day been found erreneous, and the systera uni-
versally adoptod by these cormentatorst and 'as
universally fol lowed by aur ministore, of spiritual-
iziug overything which did net (firam their dofec-
tivo knowledgeocf God's Word as campared with
lus wvorks cf providence as seen in hie histery)
appear plain te thora, lias likewise tondoad te dark-
on the tunderistandingy cf net, a few, who, unable,
or unwvil1ing, or bath, te search and prove al
things for theinsolves, are content blindly te,
foliow% whithersoever these geed mon nmay lead,
caringr nothing that Ildecters differ" ini thoelogy
as wvei1 as niedicine, and that the earth for a tiane
covors bath their raistakes.

That the lest ton tribes cf Israel have net long
age beon found, raay largely ho due te the fact
that aur conmmentators, past and presont, have
failea te notice the broaci distinction which the
Scriptures mnake between the two Ifl ouses" cf
Israel and Judah. From their peint cf viow all
Israelites are Jews-even Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob are ne exceptions te this ruio-and ac-
cordingly they have jumbied. up the promises
and threatenings, the blessings and the causes,
until perfect chaos has hecome the resuit.

Fcilewing such leadiug, Voltaire, it is said,
came to the conclusion that the Bible was false
and untrui,;twvorthy, hecause the prophecies Te-
gauding Meo Jecs were se full of contradictions,
blessings and curses and, ourses anad biessings,
alternating Nvth such wvonderful rapidity that ho
faiiod te sec how the same people couid be under
the hlessings and undor the curses at the saine
timo, and ta-day, rnany like him failing to seo
the distinction, and to interpuet the Scriptuues
accordingy te the dictates cf common. semae, have,
if net daring to accept his rash conclu-cons, ack-
nawlodged their total inahility te penetrate their
nioaning and thorefore consider it wisest tatally
te igznore thora.

It i8 worthy cf note that the l3iblical Rovision
Committee have dra-%n attention te the fact, that
in the headings cf the prophoticai chapters, great
liberties have heen taken wvith the text, the

"Church" being credited with neariy ail the
blessings wvhich were te ho the portion cf Israel
in the latter days. J. Turvoy in cemmenting
upon, this very question says, IlIt je a prevalent
practice when reading of Tsael and their future,
as indlioated ini the prophetîc writings, te assume
that the Jews are the people roferred ta, and this
view ks frequently propounded in our achocis
and churches. There is, howevou, anythîng but
conslstoncy In this matter, for niany there are
among our learned autherities and among Bible
students generally, whc, -will tell ue that the
curse rightfully beiong te tho Jews but that the
bilesngs, aithaugh pron-Lised ta the Israelites,
belong te the C7tkristian Church; thus totaily
igUoriUg the People te WheM the promise were

iado, and plàclng t1he "Chuircli" in ita 8te;i2What groiunds are there, we xnay ask, for appý;
ing ta the Gentiles the promises given to Isràt(ý
No such course is adopted wvith reference t'O
ourses pronounced an the Jows, but thoy (tl
Jews) are allewed te have full and undinputç'
posqsessionl of them. If then Judah's ourses ie
te be takoen in their l iterai signification, of whi i
by the way, there, is no dispnting, for we r
the vory people before our eyes a living f u16i
ment of themn, we must with every 8ense, cf rigit-
and justice, claim the sane iuterpretations î-;4
the great and glericus promaises given to sa.

Further on lie says "At th is period (the c~
tivity to Assyria) they suddenly and permaneeoj
ly drop eut of the historicai portion of the Bb
but prophecy supplies the sequel. No MOre ý
thoir doinaE are chronicled, but their whol.
future is forotold wvithi great xninutoness of deta?
andi in ail its fullness cf character. ý

Many tender and forgiving messages wci(f
sent after them with assurances cf mercy and fol)
gi-reness and repeated promises cf a restoratioi,
There are aise numereus predictions as te thierj
beco>ming, (during their absence frein their owùý
land,) scattered 'and lest. They were to 1
diverced. f rom the law and te be rcdeerncd,
They are frequently addressd in the Iles of thfý
Sea, and the Isles cf the W est, where the.
should becomie muititudinous, great and poiei1
fui and God's witnesses for the trath. Thec
were to find the isiands too sinall for thora iu
their rapid deolopinent, when they shoul Il
break forth on the xight hand and on the leftl
inhabiting the desolate hieritages, and filling th î
face cf the world with fruit. They woro te be.,,
come the cerd,. or ineasuring-line cf Gýod's in~
heritance, and "«ail that see thora shall arknowv
ledge them that they are the seed wyhich theý;
iLord hiath blessed." On the ether band, predi. ï
tiens cencerning the flouse cf Judah or the5
Jews, are, that they sheuld be few in numbedr.
bereft cf children, a bye-word, a proverb, an as*lf
tonishment, a reproach, and a shame. Thesej
two sets cf predictions cannot possibly refer te'i
oe and the same people; besides the contexVI
shows that in the one case they roter ta Israel'j
and in the other te Judali. flow those relating1ý
te Judah have been fulfilied is -%veI1known; l
but that these reiatingr te Israel have alsc beau,
or wvilI ha iikewyise literally fulfilled. ea nmay bceè
equally assured."

The fohlowing comparative view presets 1 e
namber cf peints on which the distinction i4:
clearly and visibly manifest.t

1. The Kingdom of Israei consiste-d of tonii4
tribes, 1 lings xi. 31 ; xii. 1-19 ; Josephus, bock,'
8S, chap. viii.

The Kingdom cf Judah consisted of two tribes, ý1.
1 Kings xii. 20-21 ; Jýosephus, bock 8, chap. viii.
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