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it, lias net entcrtaincd the tboughit that it wvas the
intention of thec <ongress, if it shou1d adept any
portion of Mie report, Le thereby affect or dlisturb)
orgraiizations alrecady ini existence, but rather that
Lhe indings of the eotiuinittc nîiiglit be a guide, or
butter, a standffard, by which sucli organizations1
iiin.y try theniscives. I have said this iinucli in ad-
vance of the report lest soîne ineibers of this bady,
corninge here for the firsbtLitne, should approachi its
cnsr ation with an idea that the report, if

adoptcd, would be ironclad, and iv'as intcîided to
apply to every existiiig Order witliout, recourse or
consent. This Cougrcss nay, if tie report i8 fouind
deserving, give tue work of this Coininittee its hiigh
endorsenient. T liat is as far as it eau go. The
applica tion of the tables, or tie duty of conforini-
iig to the standard, rests entircly Nwithi the iidi-
viual order. If in tie tinie Vo corne an order is
conviniced tlîat iLs future -,vll-bceiîîg dernands a
chanige of rates, thon the tables -ll be ready to its
biands ; but unttil it slial of its ow n accord agree to
a chiange, or Mie law of a State shial intervene, iL
M411l continue on1 iLs present course. I nowv ap-
proach with so tirlctance, lest 1 be niisunder-
stood, a niaLter of nîneli importanlce, and it is a
subject that Nvill not down, but must be taken into
accouiit, anîd it is this: A prospective danger of
ad verse legislation along this veî-y lino. It cannot
have escaped intelligent observation that cadi year
indications are stronger of a desiro for a more de-
cidcd and far-reaehiiîg State supervision, net on the
sole ground tlîat Mie orders are dishoiiestly mnan-

agcd, or tlîat any proinise of protection is not as
1f11lly kept to-day as at any point in our history, or

that withîout suceli supervision thare is greater dan-
ger of dissoluLion.

In practically twenty-scven years the managers
of the riraternal Orders have secuircd a meinher-
slîip nearly, if net quite, thîre millions iu the ag-
gregate ; have paid ini benefits nearly four hundred
mnillioni dollars, and carry protection te the amnunt
of four thousaud million dollars, and SLaVe super-
vision will corne, if it, cornes at ail, because of the
gi-caL, workz wo have acconiplislied, and net frein
the idea that men niay pi-ove dishoncest.

In less tîman a gencration, and alwvays compelled
te work against an active and unserupulous oppo-
sition, this v'asL business lias been built up ; the
business sccurcd and inaDagcd, and four huîidrcd
million dollars paid te dependents, ail at an ex-
pense for managemient s0 sniall as te he insignifi-
cant -wlien conipaî-cd with the oxpense of manage-
moent of any othor kiud of insurance on huma»l lives.

Is it aniy wonider, considoring eur volume of busi-
nîess, rivaling any other insuranco businecss, and
thîe terrible responsibilities resting on the few mca
ivlio are riianazgingl tliese great trusts, that even
« thoso, whoù arc of our honise," and whlo trust us

inost, sec ne cvi lin a just and proper supervision and
offly our olest and xniostper-sistent foc will ask that
an ixuproper super-vision shall ho foi-ced upon us?

Because of thc thousands of fainilies, whose solo
dependence is iu thec Fraternal Orders, and because
of theo terrible rcsponsibility rcsting on the few
wvho manage thizin, 1 aiu net cf thiose who objeet te,
or fear a pi-oper supervisionu, but I do mistrust the
resuit shoulil the leg-siatuire of any State, under an
advce-se influence, -%vliose source nueds no further
allusion, fornulate a table of rates -with which al
orders doing business ini that StaVe chall coniply.
Under these circumistanccs, would you expeet any
othier tlian 11 Old Lino rates?" Ib is truc that in
soine ef the States, whose officiais have made care-

fui, investigation, and realize what, we ha-ve donc
and are capable of doing, thiere would bo ne reason
for fear. Bat geonerally it înay be advaneed, ivith
every elenuenit of probability, tliat othier than our
friends anîd well-wvishîers ivould have potenit voice
ini slîuping this advcrse lav-nîiakitng should iL conne,
and iLs eniactînenît ia eue State -%viC[ ho as vicieus in
effect as thougli cnacted in a dozen.

Would Vhis cause uneasiness atinwhere, did Nvo
anticipate iL and wcro rcady wvith tables of rates,
capable of stanîdiung any actuaial Lest, fully adapt-
cd to, our requirîmuents, and thatsliould inet at al
points every proper dcniand for legislation or SLate
supervision? Should we not, then, bo in a position
te dofend thse cause of ail our nienibiers, -vitli righit
and reason on eur side, and wvould net thuis be such
ground of vantage, as te give us, not the righ,,It te
deniand justice (fer that we have), but if driven te
iLs use, the power te compol. its concession, should
adverse legisîntion hc attcinipted ?

ACTUAIAL ASSISTANCE.

Should this Congress take dcfinite action and
adopt as a proper and safe standard of mnimnum
rates any portion of the report of said Cennîttec,
tLucre -will thon bo a demnand for more or less actu-
anial assistance. Tonicetthis prospective demaîîd,
1 suggest for your consideratiori an aieninent. te
our CJonstituîtion, providîng for an ajdîtienal Stand-
ing Cotiiii ttc, uipon whoin shalîl deVolve the acluty
of collating, from, year te year, the faets beaninig
upon thîe mortuary conditions of the Orders. lie
cliairman of tîmis. Coinnittce should receivo a, pi-
per comipensation for Lime performance of lus duties,
and any Order slîould ho at liberty te caîl on tho
Committee for any actuarial aid rcquircd.

As al thie Orders 'would have ene comnnien source
for aid and coumîsel, thec expense wvould ho se niany
Limnes snîler tlîan if each wvere required Le consuit
such actuary as they mighîIt inîdepcndently secure,
iL nuiglit net ho considered unifîin if each Order -%vas
requircd Le pay ail, or at least a portion, of the cx-
pense inceurred for tbis pui-poso.

Thue Exccutive Conitnittec wvould have ne diffi-
culty in finding in Lîmis body Buitable miaterial for
sucli Committcee

IN.SMI1ANCE CoMI1SSIONEutS' OVNIN

At the Session of 1897 Uic following resolution
was adopted :

IlResolved, That the Presidemit bc rcquested at
bis discretion te appoint ene representative te the
mîext Annual Session of the, Insurance Commission-
ors, for thîe purposes outlîmieu in thme resolution of
Brother Talbot, and te establish cordial relations
with thie officiaIs representing the various insurance
departrnents."-

In vicw of great possibilities of good that might
ho developedl by the attendauce of a propor Cern-
in ittee, I iumreased thi, number te thîrce, and Brcth-
non John Haskell Butler, Jolin J. Acker and Mr.
Secretary Sackett kind]ly consented te attend the
Convention, and we hînci theo services of theso gen-
tlenmen for several days for haro expenses cf the
journey.

Mhie result of their efforts wvill ho laid before you
iu a report of the chairnuan, Judge Butler-. In Luis
connection I would state that a very iîiteresting
and valuable paper wvas suhînitted by Brother War-
nock, and would rccommeîîd that it be made a part
of the report of the Committee, or puhhishefd with
iL, se thiat iL will be a part of our records.

(Concludccd in Jaaiuary Is-e)
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