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Fravelgn -Becatd, Bec

ness, and Bxtent. The Christian’s Suneri-
fice and Service of Praise, or the Tweo
Great Commandments. Reasvit  and
Revelation. The Relative Duties of Home
Life. Bethany; or Comfort m Sorow
and Hope in Denth. The Prayer of a
Broken Hears.

oo
GIVING TO THE LORD.

BY REV. M 0. HENRY,

In an article in the October nember, I
advised managers and others directly Mter- |
ested in the management of the financial
affuirs of eongregations, to inaugurate the
system of weckly offerings by previously
getting cnclr contributor to pledge hinwdlf |
1o o certain amount as the least he would
endeavour to give per week, The esperi-
ence of those congregations whieh have
depended upon weekly eollections for the
support of ordinanees has shown thmt this
is a wise precauntion,

I think nearly all who hsve glven the
subject anything like due eonsiderativn are
ready to ackowledge that the system of

weekly storing and offeiing eommends it

-gelf to reason; and fs reeommended by the
‘Word of God ; and, what may be sti!l more
Jfarcible to some intensely practical minds,
itlhas proved most delightful and efficient
wherever faithfully and conscicntiously
cavied out.

RBut there is a diffienlty fn the minds of
many, which prevents them from daring to
catry it into effect, It is this: Many with.
out aay outside influence, such as pablic
opisiien and example, will not put into the
collection as mvch as they new give by
subsoription. T acknowledge the foree of
this «ebjection, and confess that I believe
there are some who are so little attuated by
a sense of obligation to God a8 to meanly
shirk their duty when they can escape the
goad &f public opinion. But then, on the
other hand, it may just as truly and forcibly
be affirmed that the majority will givea
great deal more liberally than under the
old system of'quarterly payments by sub-
seription, which will asa rule more than
counterbalance the loss sustained by the
withholding of tliose who are men-pleasers
and not the servants of God—those who

—_—
give merely from such low motives g
human approval.  So that notwithstandiu,
certain supposed drawbacks, the adoption
of the weekly offering wondd as a generl
rule prove a success.

But even if congregations are afiaid 1o
trust to colletions i whieh cach # lefy 1
put in seeretly what he pleases withoy
any hunman  ingpection, yet the pln o
weekly ofttring need not and should rop he
rejected.  Adopt it in the form of the £
velope system, which may be briefly descrive
as follows: At the beginning of the year
each contributor receives fifty-two envelopes
upon the back of which muay be marked I
number, a line for his name, one fur the
amount enclesed, and one for the date—
these three to be filled up by Lamsel.
Every Sabbath he brings an envelope~
having previously scaled up his offermg m
it=~to tlre Church, and puts it into the co-
lection box. The treasurer takes chargeol
it and makes an entry of it jn kis booh, am
thug each one’s contiibution for crery wees
in the year is rccorded. The above plan
may be variously moditied. -

It may be asked :~What if there is nos
public worship every Sabbath in every see- §
tion of the congregation 2 That does not
alter the matter in the least.  The weeky
contributiun can be put in the envelope «t
home just as if there were public worship,
and taken to Church when the vegutar
tarn comes again, The same apphes w
cases in which persons ave preveuted fron
going tv Church on aeeount of sickuer 1§
violent storms or other causes.

Now Iam in favor of this envelope sp+
tem above all other above all vthers. }
think it will suit the majoriy of eongrega
tions. better than collection without any
thing tu indicate the amount given by e
or to distinguish those who give trom these
who do mut. I think that upon the whele
and as a general rule it is better that con
tributions for the support of puble onw
nances should be buowa.  Publicity in con-
tributing for social religious purposes onght &
not—perhaps cannot be entirely dispensed §
with~not yet at any rate. There muy i
conumunities or congregations hers and
there which may suceced vory well without -




