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O1~aa4Îa ~atz~i~~i~t~J.A Good Word for the Robin.
- TÈEii followlng extract from Mr. E. A. Samuel'e

The Woodchuckvalnable worL On the "Onithology and Oblogy of New
Lngl and,"wi11;weirust, be the mens of retrieving the

(Arciomys monar.) character of Our ld friende the much maligned
Tam Woodchuck, or Ground Hog, ls well known Robins, and save many of them fromnbeing murdered

in Canada and the United States, in some parts in cold blood.
of which it le even more abundant- than with us. IlPerhaps none of our birds are more upopu-
Those who are familiar 'with its appearance will re- lar with herticulturists than this; and 1 wll

cognize the fidelity of the accompanying illustration, here give the observations of different ientifie men,
which was drawn from a fine speoimen I0 the Toronto and my own, to show that the prejudice against the
University Museum. It belongstev the natural order bird la ujusnh and unfounded. Mr. Trouvelot, of
ROD&NL, or giawing animaIs, sud la closely allied Medford, Mau,., who is engaged in rearing silkworms
te the marmots of Europe aud other parte of the chd for the production f silk, ies troubled by the Robin
world. Its body le atout and rather clumay in ap- to a degree surpaasing nost other birds. me as a
pearance, compared with the'agile forms of most f tract of about seven or eght acres enclosed, sud
the creatures in the same order. The head la bre"d, mostly covered with netting. e ae obliged, in self-

conical, and taPeringsuddenly to the sueut, which la defence, to bskilvthebirds ohieh penetrate into the

int and sdrnewhat truncated. The ear are short, enclosure and destroy the wore. Through the
broad, and round, covered with short haien withln sea probbly ten robins, foi one of ail other bird,
sod without. Eyes black, o f moderato size. It la thus molest hm; and of scores of these birds which
furnihed with numerus wbkerc, about two su heapas opened and ex-mined, none Lad any fruit or

haf inches long. The tees are well divded sd beres in their otomfche-nothing but insecte. It
long The claws arcslong-
eon o the fore feet, anud
slightly curved. The humb
irudmentary, with asmawl
nail. The bina feet -are
semipaîniate, and the laws
channelled towards the tp.
The tail le somewhat bushy,
and expanded or blunt itsd

the extremity. The fur 
tfe

compoed of short wogol
mixeds with coarse w.aire,
which are longedteknethe

ehonadersc eddlshalko a t e . g

the tead aud feet they are
short, sub-rigid nd depres aec-
sed. The colour cf-the for
la subject to vatiatiôn, -

though the prevailing hue
l a reddlsh gry, the short
fir being dark brown at the - '

base sud ferruginous at the .

tip; through thie appear
long, stiff haire, which are
black for twetird of their
length and white at the tip.
The exmmit of the headis
a unorm reddish brow;
the cwin and apace arond the nose are greyish, je te be understood that thie was not in a part cf the
while the noe iteelf le brown.1sumner when bernes were unripe; on the contrary,

The averagednensione f the animal are as foi- it wae ail through the season. Ris land is surrounded
sows: length f the u ga ad four te five Inches, body with scrub-oess and huckle-berry buhes. These

about twelve inche, and tail, including the fur, six- or latter were loaded with fruit, .which waneaesier cf
seven Tches. Tho oeur of the young la subjeet te accese te the birds than the worms; but non" ws

stili greater vaietY than that cf the adult animai. found iu thei. 1He eays they came froni ail quartera
The w odchuck e common over a large portion cf te destroy his siikworms, and gave hlm more trouble
North Americ . l some places they appear te, select than ail. the otherhidtote.1e idhs uLs

thuhtepea-Ingt hue gter esitain

the pine forest for their abode, whilst la others they opinion, if the birds were ail killed of, vegetation
seem te prefer cleared lande and old patures. wouldbeentlreiydeatroyed. To-test the destructive-
They feed on clover and oter succulent vegetables, ness cf these marauders, as ho regarded then, Le

and are sala, te Le sptel'tily fond cf field peaS. plsced on a suili scrub oak near his door two thon-
Hlence they are in iii repute with meet farinera, sand of hie silk-worms. (Theme, let me say, resemble,
sud notwithstandiug their inoffensive disposition, when small, the young caterpillar cf the apple-tree

receve littie mercy a ther Lanci. The gait of the moth.) Iu a very few days they were aIl esten Ly
creature la awkwsrd sud slow, but its extreme vigi- Cat-birds and 'Robis,-birds closeiy aliieci, sud cf
lanceuand cute sense cf hetaing preveutp.ts being the ame habits. Thie was la the berry seasen, when
often captured, though wen surpied at a distancea
fro Its burrow it fallrann easy prey terthemmoet

inexpert hunter. IL forme deep sud long burrows lu sible ; but they preièrred bis WOrme. Wby? Be-
the erth, te whch it fies upon the east alar. cause the ycungof thee s wli as of moat other
Somtimes a numberf these urrows will be found bird wmuet e fed ou anuip food. Earth-wornts assit
within acomparatively limited space, aurthe animalit was ll thouth ense an is lis 'surRon
I? more frequently social than solitary. The burrowa nkrgnei u o s ncnidlkteorn
contain large excavations, la which are depoubited w-bird, Thrush, etc., gehese?Any farer knows,
stores oa provisions. It hybernates dring le wi- that,when the surface cf f ate ground m dry, tey go te
te, having fOncsrefullY Ciosed the outrance toity iioesun, f the reallokid ofadveget
subterranean retreat. It lasad te bring forth four be nt cf the dsruie
or five yoing at a litter. I te susceptible of domes, necssry here t say what proportion cf the time
icflaonc sand je remarkble for isCleebeits. the saound le very dry throug ihe Sier Cater-

pillars, grubs of various kinds, and insecte, therefore,
constitute the chief food of these birds; and of thes.,
caterpillars and grube being the most abundant and
most easily caught, furnish, of course, the larger pro
portion.

In fact, the Thrushes seem designed by nature te
rid the surface of the soil of noxious insects, not often
p trsued by most other birds. The warblers capture
the insecte that prey on the foliage of the trees ; the
fly-catchers seize these insecte as they fly from the
trees ; the swallows capture those which have
escaped all these; the wood-peckers destroy them
when in the larva state in the wood ; the Wrens,Nut-
hatches Titmice and Creepers eat the eggs and young
that live on and beneath the bark; but the Thrushes
subsist on those that destroy the vegetation on the sur-
face of the earth. They destroy nearly all kinds of
grubs, caterpillars and worms that live on the green-
sward and cultivated soil, and large quantities o
crickets and grass-hoppers before they have become
perfect insecte. The grabs of locusta, of harvest-fies,
and of beetles, which are turned up by the plough
or the hoe, and their-pupoe when emerging from the
soil; apple-wornxs, when they leave the fruit and

crawl about in quest of new
shelter; and those subter-
ranean caterpillars, the cut-
worms, that come out of the
earth to take their food ;-
all these, and many others,
are eagerly devoured by the
Robin and other Thrushes.
The cutworms emerge from
the soil during the night to
seek for food; and the Robin
which is one of the earliest
birds to go abroad In the
morning, la very diligent at
the dawn of day lu Luntiug

eý- for these vermin before
- they have gone back Into

their retreat. The number
of those destructive grubs
is imniense. 'Whole corn-
fields,' says Dr. Harris, 'are
sometimes laid waste by
them. Cabbage-plants, till
they are grown to a con-
siderable size, are very
apt to be eut off and des-
troyed by them. Potato-
vines, beans, beets, and va-

rions other culinary plants, suffer in the sane way.
The services of the Robins, in destroyig ,these
alone, would more than pay for all the fruit they
devour. Indeed, during the breeding season, a
Robin is seldom seen without having in his mouth
one of these caterpillars, or some similar grub,
which he designs for bis young; and as the Robin
often raises three of those broods of young during
the year, his species muat destroy more of this
class of noxious insects than almost aIl other
birds together. In my own gardening experience, I
have had my full share of cutworms ; and I have
always noticedtheRobin, Brown Thrush, and Cat-bird
busy early in the morning,-almost before other birds
are outof theirfeather-beds-figuratively speaking-
catching the vermin. and eating them, or carrying
them for food to their young."

SNow BMD AND SPARRow.-A correspondent sends
us some inquiries respectig the Snow Bird, haviug
written evidently before the issue of our Feb. 1, No.,
and will ind the information he seeks la the brief
account there given of this interesting and familiar
winter visitor. He alludes to an idea prevalent In
nany parts of the country, that the Snow Bird la only
the common Hedge Sparrow in a winter dres. This
ls clearly an erroneous notion. The Sparrow la
nearly allied, and la often found in compaiy with the
Snow Bird, but they are perfectly distinct. The va-
riation in the plumage of the Snow Bird at diferent
seasons is comparatively islight.
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