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holy unto the Lord. Noue devoted, wluethee a statu of (ivil and tociaI ex-
which shall be devoted of men, shall tiîictioiî bu more leasing to 1-lii
be redeened ; but swt«1 suorely be put thai oie of natural deatlî. Agai;
go deathi." It would take me too far let it bc consi<ercd on who thett-
fromuî my purpose to .attempt to vii- lanity would have fahlei iost heavily
dicate tiis law or examine the criti- îipoi the supposition of a life spent
cisns which have been offered upon 'li perpetual virginity; upomi the in-
the Last clause : one remark of most nocent daughter, not upou the rash
extensive application must suffice. father. For sue niust stili have lived
He wlo gives and sustains life bas in lier fatbers liouse, tue temple not
an unchallenged right to take it away baving been built, and ne isi
again in any manner that lie mayse being made for theattendaxiceofany
fit to deterinine. There is a fallacy but the ti lie of Levi about the Ta-
in the use of the term murder in re- bernacle; and religieus liuses for
lation to tlis transaction. If it be uni- uumarried wonuen being unknown at
versally true that the killing of a that pcriod, lie would tiierefore enjoy
human being constitutes murder, thon ler company ad filial attentions
Abraham, when lie took the kntife to hut sue - I need not, loweveî,
slay his son in obedience to the di- follow the saddening trai ofthouglît.
vine command, vas preparing te s convinced arn I tliat it is a fiction
commit murder ! If this be not 'so, of the imagination.
then neither did Jephithah commit Tle full weight of tue bitter stroke
murder when in obedience to the law must have fhlen upon the surviving
lie execuîted the rash vow wliehî lie father. if se died in tue prime of
had made. youth, and tlat tlrough bis rashiiii-

The mention made of Jephîtlah's petuosity. To five and have the
name among the wortbies who by the liglit of hife quencled ii darkness hy
power of faithl "waxed valiant inis own baud, te look upoî lier empty
fight, and turned to flighît the armies seat and reflect that bis Iasty words
of the aliens," presents n1o difficulty, liad made it Vacant, te have lus re-
wlen it is remembered that it occurs collection of glorious achievenents
in the sanie category withî that of dasbed by tue vision of bis beloved
Samson. The writers of Scripture dauglîter as sue caine forth to greet
often commend the characteristics of lier victorious father, to falter in the
men in general, without intending to relation of bis military exploits, bc-
justify every particular action ; the cause the dreadful sequel Nvould oh-
case of Lot may be cited as an ex- trude itself upon lus mird: tlîts
ample. Fron all that is recorded, must have been te die a tbousand
Jephîthah would certainly appear to deatlîs witiout the glory tiat lier one
have repented of his rashness as death purchascd fer lier.-And is not
heartily as Samson did of his folly. this in perfect larmouy with the usual

But it may be objected-would course of the divine procedure, in
you represent the Deity as taking wli tue guilty party thougu ap-
delight in human sacrifices, and parently suffering less, in reality
granting success upon such a condi- endures far more than lus victii? 1
tion ? I would desire to speak bave said far ess tban niiglt ho said
reverently when canvassing the vill on this intcresting suhject; and if
and conduct of Him whose ways are aîy one thinks tliat I have omitted
far above out of our siglit. But I soine points tlat seer te lini in-
would suggest whetheîr there is any portant, let hlm ascribe it, not te auy
proof that 1Ie takes deliglt in a state ivant of disposition firly te :met
of celibacy forcibly inuposed, or every diffcult, but to an anxicty te
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