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My family; which you have so riobly demonstrated ; flot nierely by say.
ing that you feel interested, but byfeeling in the right place for them I
May the Lord reward you an hundred fold. W. W. E.

BIBLICAL CRITICISM.

« No man can corne to me except the Father , hich bath sent me draw him."
Jonis vi. 44.

As this is popularly interpreted, it would be rather an expression of
pity, or excuse for want of power, to receive Jesus as the Mcssiah, than
of reproof for the hardn.ess of hcart and prejudiced unloief ofth proud
and self-righteous Jei s u ho rejected him. But if we attend to the scrip.
ture use of language, and tiefacts of the bible, ' e shal ieadily learn
ihat our Saviour does not inan here to express any act of God in then,

but rather some disposition of theirs with regard to God, aid the irnpos-
sibility of their acting conisistently with their duty and truc happiness,
except the constraining motives which God places before us in hie reve-
lation of his Son, influence them. That %te nay not speculate, let us at.
tend to the scripture use of the word draiw. Our Saviour tells the Jews,
(John xii. 32), " And I if I bc hfted up wil draw ait mt n unto me." This
surely does not imply any act of his upon men ; but that the excellency
and suitableness of the doctrine of Jesus Christ and him crucified, &c.
revealed among men, w ould be the only means to <haw or move sinners
freelv to believe and trust in him-forredemptioi n is blood ie forgive-
ness ofsins. In lke manner, when God declaied to lsrael of old, " with
loving kindness have I drawn thee ;" and by Ilosea deckres," I drew you
with the bands of a man, with the cords of love," sui elv he meant to tell
them of the eminent instances of love and ieiy 'vouchsafed and mani-
fested in favor of Israel, should be the motives&' of God, the means, the
cords of love, whicl should influence thein to love, ltar, and serve him.
But if not thus influenced or drawn of God, then nhat more could he do
than lie lad donc, &c. Paul uses even a stronger expression iu thuis
sense : he says the love of Christ constraned us that we should not hence-
forth live unto ourselves. Acts of love and kindne, inove or draw men
-his threatenings to Nmneveh drew them to repentanie-his revelation
to Noah moved him by fear to build an aik. We are moved, drawn, or
influenced, by arguments, reasonings, thicatenmngs, premises, &c. &c.
and that the churches in the ievelation may be moved or drawn to re-
formation, they.re directed to hear what the spii it saith unto the church.
es in those epistles Io them. Not that these ihmgs are agents; they are
truths, or motives, which God presents to the mind of man in great
goodness and condescension to move him to act to his own glory and
man's best interest-and if they neglect these means, they are told they
cannot escape. [Sec Heb. ii. 7-19, &c. and also John vi. 44, excep!
the persans addressed were influenced by the truths revealed to them by
God in Christ-except thus drawn, they could not come unto Jesus).

When Paul had'reckoned up seven things which are generally apt to
affect men most strongly, he says, " none of these things move me."


