
The Cátholic.

as by the destruction of their property, Resolved, That as citizens of Massa,.
'and that public policy demands that se chusetts, we appeal te all to investigate

Ilumerous and powerful a body of the peo- the facts and principles involved ir. this
Pte of the State, should not be forced into clain, and that if any -member of the past
t Position where their feelings must be Legislature was opposed to it from honest
hostile to the goverament, and their con-i

fidence and trust in its justice uprooted
and destroyed.

Resòlved, That recent investigation has
brought to light the fact that sectarian

Ministers of the Gospel, publicly in their

Pulpits, advocated the destruction of thei

Convent, and by the influence which theiri

high calling gave them. contributed in ani
eminent degree to that appalling outrage,i
and that this fact sufficiently establishes
the truth, that the walls of that institution

were buried in ruins by Protestant into
lerance and hate.

Resolved, That the hour has corne
when the Friends of just 'nd impartial
Legislation should fall back upon the corn-
lon privilege of every citizen, and at the

8ALLOT-BOX, in the attitude, and with the

fearlessness of INDEPENDENT VOTERs,

bestow their sufrages upon those who are
Pedged to do them justice in this matter,
anld that no predilections or preferences
for party, shall for a moment induce then
to forget their wrongs or forbear the re-
Medy.

Resolved, That we are pledged to vote
for such men only, in whatever party we
--44d themi, who are the known friends of
Religious toleration and indemnification,

aud that we wil use every possible dili-
&"nce and exertion to ascertain who are

opponents of this measure, and that
e Pledge ourselves to the use of ail ho,

notable means to prevent their election to
'"y ofice i this Commonwea lth.

Resolved, That the past Chief Magis,
lrztes of this State, since the destruction
of the Convent, and the present occupant
0f the Executive Chair, have forfeited al

G%6dence among the frien is of this ques-
t, by neglecting to recommend it in

thetr Annual messages to the action of
to tLegisiature, and that we look forward
I lbe time when a candidate shall be in
the field, whose regard for the religieusi ht' of his fellow citizensshallcommand
tnd receive our suffrages.

esolvedThat a powerful means of
t ringbthe triumph nf justice in this
'te1wili be that ail of our friends who

t1 ligible te admission into the privileges
of t izenship, should forthwith qualify

etraselvesfor their exercises, and at the
T BOX, co-operate with us in secur,

tit without distinction of creed or
4try, theprotection of government in
enj0yment of civil and religious li-ty.

kesolved, ThI8 ite magnanimous Lic.
%and Petit- ttho agaimu 'o-

"st L P ***erg whose prayer to the
aLegislature was so shamefully and
etingly spurned fi-rnm the House, have

d ahsed for themselve ithe admiration
tratitude of every fried et'forter and

in this country, and that public
wili at no remote time bestow

listhem the applause which àuch dis-thed and4onorabe conduet deserves
ta ial future efforts te redeem th ,

rfteSate, they ah receive Our
l. cooperation•
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ignorance, that in justice to his constitu-
ents and to his Catholic fellow citize ns, he
will prove the nature and the. consequen.
ces of the w rong and act as his conscience
andjudgment shal approve.

Resolved, That we appeal to our
friends and fellow-citizens to rally around
us in the consummation of this high and
important work, and that in spirit and
in letter, the sentiments and propositions
of the foregoing Resolutions be firmly
adhered to and fearlessly carried out on
the common platform of American Rights
-the BALLOT Box.
DANIEL MCILROY, W. J. WALSH,
PATRIcK DENviR, JoHN C. TUCKER,
D. W. O'BRIEN, PATRICK LoANE,
J. B. CLINTON, PATRIOTSHARKEY
LAWRENCE NICHOLAs.

BRITISH CONSTITUTION.
Towards the close of an energetic arti-

rie on the British Constitution, the Editor
of the Tablet observes :

We do not know that we shall find very
much favor with many of our fervent poli-
ticians, even among our Catholic rea-
ders. A strange impression seems to have
taken hold of the Cathole mmd in this
country. Because the Reformation has
left us without a check upon arbitrary
power, besides the few public institutions
which it bas suffered t3 exist, and lias ail
the while perverted, it is supposed that
this was always so,-and that the ancient
liberties of Catholic England were always
contingent upon the corrsdttutional mon-
archy, withir'ts neat balance oimonarch,
peers, and commons, and its supposed
happy and discerning appropriation of ail
the excellences to be round, under abso-
lute, feudal, and popular Governnents.
When one of us sits down to vindicate the
aspersed political honor of the Ages of
Faith, ha seems to lay aside the Beati-
tudes altogether; and to aim rather at
illustrating modern theories about Rights
of Man and Social Compact, out of old
Chroniclers, whom a Digby would have
read in quite another fashion, au t ciled
for other purposes. We invent the his-
tory of our Commonwealth. We treat
our own thoughts on jurisprudence, as
having comparative perfection. We en-
deavor to ordain their praises, out of the
mouth of Noranjurists, and Anglo-Sax,
on law-givers. -We accept the Bill of
Rights, as it is called, and we shoty that
Magna Cartha was scarcely inferior to it,
if at ail. We hearken to a voce, pro-
elaiming the sanctity of our actual parlia-
mentary usages, and we endeavor to shov,
that our forefathers too had their Speaker,
and Seijeant-at-Arms, snd two door,
keepers, 'to defend the entrance to the
Lower House from the Lobby. % * * a

The sen, which appear' on the point
of overflowing the land, is irested by the
herbage and the smallest sands that are
found upon 1'. shores. And monarchs*
whose power beems unbounded. are ar-
rested by the smallest obstacles, and t hevy
humble their native pride before complaint

kZMpry;f L oy 4g st ,in avor o Tt'1riruESTrANT,OR NEGUATIVE FAITH
freedom, bave rid themselves of ait those REFUTED; AND THE CATHOLIC, OR AF-
mesne jurisdictiors, w hich had formed FittMATIVE FAITH, DEMONSTRATED,

M FROM SC RIPTURE.their monarchy. Much reason have they (Continued.)
te maintain that Freedom;-if they were XXV.-0 1INDULGENCES.
to lose it, they would becom·e one of the Protestants deny the Catholic doctrine of Indul-
most enslaved among the people of the gence, without knowing, or choosing to know, what

that doctrine really is ; but, as usual, taking for grant-Earth. ed the studied misrepreqentations made of it by their
There are those, who have imagined crafty reformers, who found it their temporal interest

to mislead the public; they have been even broughtth.e abolition, i certain States et Europe to believe the wicked absurdaiy that the Catholic in-
of ail Seignorial jurisdictions. They saw dulgences are but so many licences granted te com-
not, that they were wishing to do that vhich mit sin. It i3 truly wonderful that they, who believe

nothing on se great an authority as the ueanirao-ithe Egligsh Parliament has done. Abolish and never v&yingtestimony o ha the whole Catoic
in a Monarchy, the Prerogatives of the Church; so readily believe everything against her,
Lords, of the Clergy, of the Gentryand of even the most obvious and palpable falsehoods, on
the boroughs, and you will very soon have the bare word n eto eaone known to be ber adversary.

0 n Their credulity on the ide of' errer is as unaccoutit-
a popular governmentor e se a despotism. ably great, as their incredulity and aversion to kow

And we.say, abolish the Prerogatives fthetrrrh. Under the blindfolding ineuence t the spi-. 1 Ofrit eof errer, they exhibit te the eye or' the unprejudic-the Crown, and, sooner o. later, the Pre-1 ed observer, an awful spiritual phenomenon; their
rogataves otte Lords, ot the C ei dread of beingmade acquainted Vith the real doctrines

te of the Catholic Church; and their bold and unb!ush.
the Gentry, and ofthe Boroughs, will van: ing misrepresentation of then; blaspheming, as St.
ish, Abolish the Prerogatives of the So- Peter says, the things which they hznov not,-2 Peter
vereign Pontiff, the Vicar of the iiîne of i'. 12,-and of which they are wilfullv ignorant--lb:d.

g Ch. iii. 5.
Kings, and some or ail of those inferior An.ineulgence then, in the Cathoiic sense, is only
Prerogatives will begin to disappear. Tho the commutation of a greater.more difficult, or longer
secession 'of corrupt Catholics from the lastingpenance, enjoined for past transgressions, into
Temporal Supremacy of Rome, was but a legs, more practicable or shorter one; as the spiritu-
the harbinger of the schism and hieresy ai director, from his knowledge of the disposition,situ-
which other Catholics, still more corrupt, ation and circumstances of the penitent, sees fttest to

Pt rescribe.
brought in upon every land, under the pr therigid discipline of the primitive C'hurch, long
guise of Reformation. la Britain, the lasting, severe humiliating penances were prescribed;
Prerogatives of the Crown have, in ail public always for public and scandalous offences ; pri-
but name, shared the fate of the [lv vate for private ones. These penances, public or pri-
See.-and, as we have seen, the Great vate, were often prudently shortened or changei into
Unrepresented and by ne mens the easier performances ; sonetimes wholly remitted, as
gainers. The melo-drama of Statecraft in the case of the incestunus Corinthian,on account of

reache its second Ac, in 1688;-we are s extreine sorow and edifying repenance.- Cor.
realie it seondAct in168 wearev.-2 Cor. ii. 5. Now every such dimrinution, co'm-.looking most forebodingly for the third mutation, or remission of the temporal puinishmenît f-

Act, which seems almost ready to coin- past sin, is an indulgence : a total renission, is what
mence. Let us at least hope,that neither is called a plenary indulgence.
the Author, nor his Company, will have . But a' such penances, cijomied by tho proper autho-
any reason to cry plaudit, at the conclu, 't,'ae in tand obhgatory ; otherwise the Savi-
sion of their perfocane, were the ari- rs decaration to pastrs, " hivose smns you ehallsie oiher erfrmnce wre heberi-relaie, they are reand"John xx. .20.-WAS vain
ble and the ludicrous so painfully alter - antd that in partc laremaie bi 2h,-as v o

paricLarmae to his chief pastor . to
Rate. thee will I give the keys of the kingdom of Heaven,
. In-the meantime, let us again advert to and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, shall be

the erroneous view, which 80 many Ca- boundalso in Heaven."--Matt. xvi. J9. If then what
tholics have taken of these mnters, im- is thus bound is not loosed in this life, either by the
pl hein, e 'o f e te exact fulfinent o the penance enjuir'ed, or hy the in.
phoring t m, to e morejust to the Mid- dulgencegranted by the binding authority ; a punisi-
de Age, than to suppose it, in any way, a ment proportioned te the penance enjoined here, re-
partaker in these moderpt fallagçes. Par- mains to be endured hereafter. But, with the keys of
liaments had ,their rise'then, because the kmngdom of heaven, is granted to the chiefpastor
Freedom already 'was. ..Tha; Freedom the power to open aswel as to shut, to loose as weîî as
would speedily perish in modern Britain, to bindi; to forgive as well as te retait sn. It is then
were Parliaments te cease to be, is highly of this discretionary power, granted by Jesus Christto
probable, in the terrifie state towhich Cen- his pastors, that the Church avails herself, under theproabl, j th terîfc satete hicm Ce-constant guidance promjiseti ber eof the 'oyGot
tralization bas reduced ber. But in the for the spirital advaetage anm i hfra safoty of ber chst
Middle Age, when the lavs were but Oc- dren. Sho relaxes, th efore, though reluctantly, the
casional manifestations, representing out- primitive holy rigour of lier penances; which, in the
wardly, or illustratng sone doctrmies of present lukewarm state of the world, would frighten
the Public andPriv Morality of the from her comî:nîunion îtoo large portion of mankind;i
the Paubwi d and ri ed b ty ure Re- who, te avoid the temporal pîunishnent here, wouldday, haldvesruun , or-MJ by pure ei-st usincur the eternalIiereaaer. She thus uses, likegfon-the or non-existence a tender mother, the saviig power granted ber by berO a thousanld such Parlaments could not divine spouse, f beroening her dear childken at any
have been of that consequ:ence. In spi:e rate frein the wrath to come.-Thess. i. 10. "Pulling
of such a phenonenon the rights and fra;\ them, as it vere, out of' the firePhaving mercy o,
chises of the community, and those of iii- thers in fear. hating aIsO the spotted garment whichl
dividuals, would have continued te lourish 1i carnai.'-.Ju4ev. b3&-and substituting, instead oi
and wax strong, se long as those traditions hr former rigorous penances, which lasted often for
were preaserved, under the avengingrcare1as an ai correspondedprit the immense fervour andwerepreervd, nde th avngîig ameZEal eof her earlieàit vffspring; more leniient and prac-of Rome, their foster mother. But, now. ticable duties of obedience: for as it was by disobe.thebaws have supplanted the Morais ofý dienceandsinfulself..indulgence that we fellfromGod;
the State. ise it is by obedience and self denial that we can ever

Statutes and Pariaments have gs.Cpe. hope te rise to h agin; andi hence we are assured
Staute ae Paliaent hae s,î'u~~î.inescripture that 'obediettre is bcter iban sacrifice.-

ed to the ancient francbises of England in . s, xv. ~2.
the estimation of Englishmen. " Muîch ) lelying,therefore on the sav'ng virtue ofobedience,
reason:have they to manini that F'elt- he spares the weakness of the weak, and inflicte
dom !'Aàid Alonitesquiei.-" Shdi19i ber wholesone severities only an the atrong -
chance o lose iî,"-ef whaî avaîil wii wheom she thereby transmta iet eternity, and delivers

be t thm, hatLordBur eh a -up to divine justice, with fess te endure anti a shorter
bthem th ertatsed bu rlî1 iame' y account te render, tha~n those who shrinmk here, freom

Blaeckstone, wilI have 0 ome true ? " Eng- expesd te the fui mesure et' thir punishrnen bhe
landi can nover be ruinedî, excepi by a after; a punishmmeunt far exeeeding all that we Cani
Pa rhiament Y" Ains ! lier garlia*érets limaiginecenduralein this present lîfe. For '"it is a
havet den came that, if none besides them dreaiul thing,'" satys St. Paul " to fall ito the haads
lhave the powver te ruin ber, noçne shall of the living Godl.--Heb. x. 5. Wheresta leth
have the power to save her freom their Same o oy Apoatle teHe us,"e if we judge.nadcaudemn
handis I urselves now, we shalh not be judged and cndemned

hereafter."-- Cor. r. 5 1.-Such is thec Cathulic doc-
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