The Catholic.

g

o7

28 by the destruction of their property,

Resolved, That as citizens of Massa~

2nd that public policy demands that so chusetts, we appeal to all to investigate

Rumerous and pawerful a body of the peo
ple of the State, should not be forced into
2 position where their feelings must be
bostile to the government, and their con-
fidence and trust in its justice uprooted
and destroyed.

Resolved, That recent investigation has
brought to light the fact that sectarian
Ministers of the Gospel, publicly in their
Pulpits, advocated the destruction of the
Convent, and by the influence which their
high calling gave them. contributed in an
€minent degree to that appalling outrage,
and that this fact sufficiently establishes
the truth, that the walls of that institution
werg buried in ruins by Protestant intos
lerance and hate.

Resolved, That the hour has come
when the Friends of just “nd impartial
Legislation should fall back upon the com-
Mon privilege of every citizen, and at the

ALLOT- Box, in the attitude, and with the
fearlessness of INDEPENDENT VorEss,
bestow their sufirages upon those who are
Pledged to do them justice in this matter,
and that no predilections or preferences
for party, shall for a moment induce them
% forget their wrongs or forbear the re-
Medy,

Resolped, That we are pledged to vote

O such men only, in whatever party we
them, who are the known friends of
eligious toleration and indemnificution,
*d that we will use every possible dili-
&ence and exertion to ascertain who are
opponents of this measure, and that
Ve Pledge ourselves to the use of all hos
Borable means to prevent their election to
Ay office in this Cemmonwealih.

Resolved, That the past Chief Magis.

Yates of this State, since the destruction
9 the Convent, and the present occupant
 the Executive Chair, have forfeited all
“dfidence among the frien s of this ques-

% by neglecting to recommend it in

®r Annual messages to the action of
o uf«eg.islature, and that we look forwafd
the ; time when a candidate shau.bfe in
5 eld, whose regard for the religioug
‘Bhts of his fellow citizens shali. command

Teceive our suffrages.
R‘Solved, That a powerful means of
e"'i"g the triumph af justice in this
", will be that sll of our friends who
tligible toadmission into the privileges
N Glizenship, should forthwith qualify

*Meelves for their exercises, and at th

ALy " L e

T-Box, co~operate with us in secur
:":0 all without distinction of creed or
the "?’._ the protection of government in
Y, ®njoyment of civil and religious li-
ty. -

Resolved, Thay yhe magnanimous fwo.
Ty E”d‘ I; elitioners whose prayer o the
in'“hieg]ls Riure was eo shamefully and

“rch:g y spurned froin the House, have
sed for themselves the admiration

Ry iﬁ"&}uude' of every friend of order and
%in?e in this country, and that public
08 will at no remote time bestow
m,,s:i:::em the applause which such djs.
wg °‘d aud-honorable conduct deseryeg
“tin all future efforts to redeem the
of the State, they shall receive our

the facts and principles involved ir this
claim, and that if any member of the past

Legislature was opposed to it from honest
ignorance, that 1n justice to his constitu-
ents and to his Catholic fellow citizens, he
will prove the nature and the . consequen-
cesof the wrong and act as his conscience
and judgment shall approve.

Resolved, That we appeal to our
friends and fellow-citizens to rally around
us in the consummaiion of this high and
important work, and that in spirit and
in letter, the sentiments and propositions
of the foregoing Resolutions be firmly
adhered to and fearlessly carried out on
the common platform of American Rights
—the BarroT Box.
Danier MclLrovy,
Parrick DENvIR,

D. W. O'Brien,

J. B. CriNTON,
LawreNce NicHovas.

W. J. WawLsu,

Jonn C. Tucker,
Parrick Loang,
PATRIOTSHARKEY

BRITISH CONSTITUTION.
Towards the close of an energetic arti-
rle on the British Constitution, the Editer
of the Tublet observes :
We do not know that we shall find very
much favor with many of our ferveat poli~
ticians, even among our Catholic rea-
ders. A strange impression seems to have
taken hold of the Catholic mind in this
country. Because the Reformation has
left us without a ¢heck upon arbitrary
power, besides the few public institutions
which it has suffered 1o exist, and has all
the while perverted, it is supposed that
this was always so,—and that the ancient
liberties of Catholic England were always
contingent upon the éonstitutivnal mon-
archy, with"its neat balance of monarch,
peers, and commons, and its supposed
happy and discerning appropriation of all
the excellences to be found, under abso-
lute, feudal, and popular Governments.
Wher one of us sits down (o vindicate the
aspersed political honor of the Ages of
Faith, he seems to lay aside the Beali-
tudes altogether; and to aim rather at
illustratiog modern theories about Rights
of Man and Social Compact, out of old
Chroniclers, whom a Digby would have
read in quite another fashion, and cited
for other purposes. We invent the his-
tory of our Commonwealth.  We treal
our own thoughts on jurisprudence, as
having comparative perfection. We en-
deavor to ordain their praises, out of the
mouth of Norman jarists, and Anglo-Sax«
on law-givers. © We accept the Bill ‘of
Rights, as it is called, and we show_ that
Magna Cartha was scarcely inferior to it,
if atall. We hearken to a voice, pro-
claiming the sanctity of our actual parlia-
mentary usages, and we endeavor to show,
that our forefathers too had their Speaker,
and Serjeant-at-Arms, and ‘two doors
keepers, to defend the eryitran.ce to the
Lower House from the Lobby, % * % »
¢ The sea, which appears on the point
of overflowing the land, is arrested by the
herbage and the smallest sands that are
found upon i's shores. And monarchs,
whose  power seceéms unbounded. are ai<
rested by the smallest obstacles, and they
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hamble their hative pride before comptaint

and prayer. The English, in favor of
freedom, have rid themselves of all those
mesne jurisdictiors, which had formed

their monarchy. Much reason have they
to maintain that Freedom ;—if they were
to lose it, they would become one of the
most enslaved among the people of the
Earth,

There are those, Who have imagined
the abolition, in certain States of Europe
of all Secignorial jurisdictions,  They saw
not, that they were wishing to do that which
the Engiish Parliamenthas done, Abolish
in a Monarchy, the Prerogatives of the
Lords, of the Clergy, of the Gentry,and of
the boroughs, and you will very sn0n have

a popular government,or € 38 a despotism. | ; .
PO 8 bolish the P p !the trath.  Under the blindfulding influence of the spi-
And we say, abolish the Prerogatiyes of ! rit of error, they exhibit to the eye of the unprejudic-
the Crown, and, -socner o later, the Pre-f ed obs%rge}', an swful Spmtgﬂl_ [;.hfinomenon; their
: dread of beingmade acquainted with the real doctrines

rogauves ottne Lords, ot the Cle.rg'v, of. of the Cathofic Church; and their bold and unb’ysh-
the Gentry, and ofthe Boroughs, will van. !ing misrepresentation of them; blaspheming, as St.
ish,

Abolish the Prerogatives of the S,. 5 Peter says, the things which they lfrm'.\f not,—2 Peter
vereign Pontiff, the Vicar of the King of :;ill?l,i-—gmd of which they are wilfully ignorant—Ibid.
Kings, and some or all of_those in('erior“ An indulgence then, in the Catholic sense, is only
Prerogatives will begin to disappear. The ' the commutation of a greater,more difficult, or longer
secession of corrupt Catholics from the lastingpenance, enjoined for past transgressions, into
Temporal Supremacy of Rome, was but | 8 less, morefpmc}t:cable or shorter one ; as the spiritu-

. . al director, from his knowledge of the disposition, situ-
the harbinger of the schism and heresy . . ! p )

. . . atio: cumstan the penitent to
which other Catholics, still more corrupt, presnmggg o ces of the ponitent, sfes Bzest
brought in upon every land, under the Iy 'the'igid discipline of the primitive Church, long
guise of Reformation. 1In Britain, the lasting, severe humiliating penances were prescribed;
Prerogatives of the Crown have, in all public always for public and scandalous offences ; pri-
but name, shared the fate of the floly vate for private ones. 'These penances, public or pri-
Sec.—and, 8s we have seen, the Great Vate,were often prudently shortene}&]l Sr changfddmto

easier performances ; sometimes w olly remitted, as
Ugreprese’li‘t;d 2’]"1 4 by "‘; means thi? in the case of the incestuous Corinthian,on account of
gainers. . e melo- fama o Statescraft his extreme sorrow and edifying repentance.—1 Cor,
reac!wed its second Act, in 1688 ;—we are y_9 Cor. ii. 5. Now every such diminution, come
looking most forebodingly for the third mutation, or remission of the tmporal punishment for
Act, which seems almost ready to com- past e;:d. is 111 md“!g?}';?e: a total remission, is what
mence. Let us at least hope,that neither is called a plenary indulgence.
the Author, nor his Company, will have ' Bt all such penances, enjoined by the proper autho-
. . rity, are binding  and obligatory ; otherwise the Savi-
any reason to cry plau{lz'ta. at the couc!q~ our's declaration to hig ')thqu “’wl o sins you shall
sion of their performance, were the horri- oy 0 they are retaine] o xxm;;jfvis 1ol
«blet and the ludicrous so painfully altei- 4,4 that in particular made to his chief pastor: * 1o
nate.
- Inthe meantime, let-us again advert to
the erroneous view, which so many Ca-

thee will I give the keys of the kingdom of Heaven,
and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth; shall be
bound also in Heaven."’—i\r{jatt. xhvi. {!:_ If ;lhexz’ what
. ; i ig. not logsed in this life, eitherby ¢t
thoh.cs have taken of these matters, im- ijc"t“ﬁu,gﬂ;ﬁ;ﬁ’,t l:‘nbe penance cnjcired, or by th); i};f
ploring them, to be more just to the Mid- gulgence granted by the binding authority ; a punisk..
dle Age, than to suppose it, in any way, a ‘ment proportioned to the penance enjoined here, re-
partaker in these moderm fallacies. Par- mains to be endured heregfter. But, with the keys of
liaments had _their rise then, because thekingdom of heaven, isgranted to the chief pastor
Freedom already ‘was. :gThat Freedom the power to open aswell as to shut, to loose as well as
would speedily perish in modern Britain,
were Parliaments to cease to be, is highly
probable, in the terrific state to which Cen-
tralization has reduced her.  But in the

THE PROTESTANT, OR NEGATIVE FAITH
‘REFUTED; AND THE CATHOLIC, OR AF-
FIKMATIVE  FAITH, DEMONSTRATED,
FROM SCRIPTURE.
, (Continued.)
XXV.—Or iNDULGENCES.

Protestants deny the Catholic doctrine of Indul-
gence, without knowing, or choosing to know, what
that doctrine really is ; but, as usual, taking for grant-
ed the studied misrepregentations made of it by their
crafty reformers, who found it their temporal interest
to mislead the public ; they have becn even brought
to believe the wicked absurdity that the Catholic jn-
dulgences are but so many licences granted to com-
mit sin. It i§ truly wonderful that they, who believe
nothing on 80 great an anthority as the unanimous
and never varying testimony of the whole Cathoiic
Church ; 8o readily believe everything against her,
even the most obvious and palpable falsehoods, on
the bare word of ang one known to be heradversary.
Their credulity on the side of error isas unaccount-
ably great, as their incredulity and aversion to know

to bind ; to forgive as well as to retain sin, [y is then
his pastors, that the Church avails hergelf, under the
constant guidance promiged her of the Holy Ghost,
Middle Age. when the | tor the s’pmtua! advantage and fing| safety of her chil-
iddle Age, when the laws were bug oc- drg:n: ) She relaxcs, therefore, though reluctantly, the
' i primitive holy rigour of her penances ; which, in the
wardly, or illustrating some doctrines of - “on of -
the Publlc and Pl‘i‘l{.fe Morality of the ‘from her c0m:nunum too lﬂrge a“portmn af mankmd:
day, hallowed and “artified by puse Roli- who, to avoid the teporal pruishment here, would
i(; r: i d e Yy pure thus incur the eternal hercafter. She thus uses, like
glon,—the destruci'on, or non-existence a tencer mother, the saviug power granted her by her
of a thousand such Parliaments could not divine 8pouse, of screcning her dear children at any
of such a phenoménon the rights and fraas [them, a8 it were, out of the fire,fhaving mercy o1
chises of the.community, and those of in- ; Others in fear. bating also the spotted garment which
dividuals, wonld have continued to flourish . § carnal.”—Judey. 53.—-a:d s\:;}b's't.}m:ung,l instead of
and wax strong, so long as those traditions | *°T former rigorous penances, which lasted often fir
4 ‘zeal of her earliest offspring; more lenient g -
of Rome, their foster mother.  But, now, 'y 116 duties of obed_ience%’ foras it was b;ihgggg-
the Laws have supplanted the Morals of | dience and sinfal self.indulgence that we fell from God;
the State, 180 it is by obledlﬁn)ce and self denial that we can ever
] | hope to rise to him agaip : ap
Statutes and Parliaments have succee). | hop Sione i lience we are assured
led to the ancient franchises of England in |1 Kings, xv. 22,
’ shme Relying, therefore on the saving virmeofobez'i’tence‘
reason have they 1o maintain thyp Fype. (8he.spares the weakness of the weak, and inflicts
KETY squien, —tt i - severities only an stron
dom 17 5aid Montesquieu.—** Shoyig they hchr Whl:ﬂesome everities only tho strong ;
chance 10 lose it,”"—of what avail will it| ¥ om She thereby transmite into eteraity, and delivers
be to them, that Lord Burjeigl’s apo= i
! g 2h's, account to render, than these who shrink here, from
thegm, so bepraised by the parkameniary | her mild correctin'g rod. Such sheis forced to’ leave
] : exposed to the full measure of their punistinent here-
land_ can never be ruined, exceps p_v alalter; g punishment far exceeding ajl that we ean
Parliament 7 Alas! jer Rarliaments|imagine endurable in this present hife, For “it is a
have taken care thar, if none besides thym u Al ,
‘iave the power fo ruin her, .none shall of the Jiving: God.”—Heb. x, 3. Whersas, 24 the
have the power to save her from their

same holy Apostle teils us,  if we judgeand ¢.mdemn

of this discretionary power, granted by Jesas Christ to
 casional manifestations, representing oul-
N present lukewarm state of the world, would frighten
have been of that conscquence.  In spite "rate from the wrath to come.—Thess. i. 10. “Pulling
g gsponded with the iinmense
were preserved, under the avenging care | YCars and corrosp fervourand
‘ingcripture that  obedience i better than sacrifice.—
the estimation of Englishmen, © pMuep
up to divine justice, with fesa to endure and a shorter
Blackstone, will have come rue 7  Eng-
dreadfuj thing,’’ srys St. Paul * to fal} into the Hands
: ‘ urselvps now, we shall not be j condemned
hands ! Q Vs NOW, be judged and

hereafter.”’-~1 Cor. x. 81.—Such 18 the Catholic coc-



