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J. A. MacCABE, ESQ., M.A,, follows, ho might be appointed ag « paid monitor,” and assist in
PRINCIPAL OTTAWA NORMAL SCHOOL. carrying ou the work of the school, while prosccuting his own

studies at tho same timo with the help and supervision of the mas-

One of the chiof advantages of the position of Canada as a self tér. In the  District " Model Schouls such a pupil mght subso-
governing culvny of the British Empire ie, that any one desiring | quently serve an apprenticeship to the unulugous = pupil teacher ™
to leave the Mother Cuuntiy and seek furtune elsewhero, may" systow in vogue in schools of that Jass. It 1s not vur purpuse to
sottlo duwn in 1t withuut buing cvmpelled tv cuffur the wrench  enquire into the wurking of either of theso eystetus, vu the werits
which all must experience who way by cuupolled to transfer their, of which public vpiuion cannot yot be said to be altuguther deaded.
allegiance W a fursign puwer, and accupt lustitutivns and wodes of Bul this we may say, that however Lud s syotom of educativn may
Lfo widely different frum thuse of the ** vld country.” Cauada has  be in itself, lhere will always be sume fow ** burn teachiers © who
profited largoly frum this cunnectiva pulitically, sucially, commer will succeed in spite of every difficully, by sheur furcu of nutural
cially, aud 1o other ways , but io no way has she teceived greater aptitude and love fur the profession - and this hus undoubtedly
advantages than in educativn. Many of her Lust educationists ' becn the case with the subjuct of var presont sketch. Revoving

in the past, and not a few of the appointmert of *paid
her most successful teachers monitor” at tho vory carly
at tho present day, havo re. _ ago of fourtcon years, he, ovon

then, gave proof of uuusual
fitness for tho arduous profes-
sion of a toacher, no less by
his skill in imparting instruc-
tion than by his almost preco-
cious tact in the management
of the children entrusted to
his charge. It will thus be
seen that he ontered on his
carcer as an educationist at
an oxcoptionally early ago;
and wo may add that the pro-
fession” which he thus adopted
in his boyhood has never
since been intermitted or aban.
doned. Having finished the
usual “ monitorial " course of
four years, he was promoted
to the *District” Model
Schoul, where he completed
the usual “pupil teacher™
term of one year, to the eatire
satisfaction of tie authorities
and teachers. His position at
this point of his career may,
siastic teachers of the justly mutatis mutendis, and notwith-
celebrated ¢ National” schools standing his long apprentice-
of Ireland, and enjoyed s very - ship in subordinate capacities,
high reputation in and around . not uunfairly be compared to
the vicinity in which be taught. Mr. Mu.Cabo muy thus Lo said | that of a teacher Lolding a third class certificate under our vwn
to be *to thé.manor born ™", he was hterally burn au the profes- system. He was now qualified to accopt the responsibilities of a
sion, and ho has never shuwn sny desire tu depart frum it. Pru- | “ teacher,” and after a brief tenure of the pusitivn of ..sistant
Lably it was owing tu e carcful early uaining received in wnis | teackier, he was offered and accepted the pusitive of Head Master
fathor's schiool, and tu the cuntagivu of that father's exanple, that | vf une of the ** National,” or pablic schuols, iu which capacity he
the desire aruse iu him so early tu excel 1o the same professiva | succeeded in winning ‘¢ golden opinivas frum all surls of men.™

Lut, at all eveuts, the natural beut of his mind—the ambitivn tu | Subsequently, he entered the celebrated Dublin Normal Schoul,
becume an justructur of his feilow-Luings—displayed itseif at a very | --an institation which has, perhaps, dune mure thon any other
early age. At that time thoe * Monitunal System™ prevailed | schoul that cunld be named to advance the cause of pupular educa-
largely in the ** National " schiuuls which currespund tv vut pub- tivn, by constantly furnishing a supply of teachers thoruuyhly
lic schuuls), —a.system which way bo bnefly described as fulluws . | drilled and trained in all the best and most modern wethuds of
In any schuol, if any of the pupils frum fuurteen years vld uud ap-  imparting instruction. It used tu bo, and we believe it is still, the
wards exbibited special ubiity and marked aptitudo beyuud lus | custom at the Dublin Normal School, tu select out uf the graduating

-

ceived their training in the
schools and universities of
England, Ireland and Scot-
land. Ireland has done her
fair share—perhaps, indeed,
more than her share—in this
respect ; and it is to her that
Canada is indebted for the able
educationist whose careor is
briefly sketched in tho present
issue.

Mr. MacCabo may be des-
cribed fairly, if somewhat par-
adoxically, as a young man,
but an old teacher—for, though
but little over thirty-five years
of age, he has been actively
ongaged in the exorcise of his
profession for no Jless than
twenty-one years. He was
born in County Cavan, in the
North of Ireland, of a good
old Catholicfamily,in January,
1848. His futhor was one of
the most successful and enthu-
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