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American Country Dwellings ; illustiated, ii., by Mrs. Schuyler
Van Rausselear. 4, Faith Healing and Kindred Phenomeny, by
J. M. Buckley, DD, 5. Harvard Botanie Gardens and its Botan-
ists, by Frnest Ingersoll, 6. The Minister’s Church, chapter v. 7.
Unpublished Lotters of Benjamin Ifranklin, by John Bigelow, 8.
Birds' Buwg, by John Burroughs, 9. The Hutel Experience of M.
Pink Tluker, by Richard M. Johnson, The war articles are:
Stonewall Jackson in Maryland, Harpers Ferry and Sharpsburg,
the invasion of Maryland and Antietam scenes.  The other depact-
wments contnin avticles of much interest on questions of the day.
g:ho’\('cntury Company, 33 East 17th Street, {Union Square) New
ork.

For the past five years The Century Co. has been engaged in pro-
paving a dictionary of the English language, of which Professor
William D. Whitney, of Yale College, 18 editoran-chief,~the pur-
pose being to make & more comprehensive work than hay yet
appeared in popular form, to mclude, tn addition to a very full col-
lection of individual words in all departments of the language, all
techuical plirases, tot self-explaining, in law, the mechanical arts,
the scietniees, ete.  Indeed, it is designed to make this dictionary so
complete in its definitions of all branches of science and art that
even the specialist will need nothing further.

A prominent feature of the new work will be its encyclopedic
character. Its definitions will be fuller and more complete than is
custonary in works of this hind ; it will go further into the various
uges and weanings of words, and in wany cases will give full
cxnlanations and deseriptions of matters hastorieal, scientific, legal,
mechanical, ete.  Quite an army of persons has been at work for
several years reading standard American and English books in
search of quotations, of which an immense nuinher will be used.

‘The publishers are taking great pains with tne illustrations, of
which there will be about 5000. They are employing the same
class of artists and engravers that contribute to their magazines, and
they meau to wake the result something hitherto unknown in the
world of dictionarics.  Lach picture as it is drawn, and again
after it is engraved, 13 subnutted to the specialist to whose depart-
ment it belonys, that its scientific accuracy may be guaranteed.

@orrespondense.

TEACHERS' UNION.

Editor Caxapna ScHooL JOURNAL :

Sik,—Your editorial note relating to the projected Teachers’
Union, in your issue of June 1, is apropos.  The movement has re-
cerved the support of the leading journals of this Province, and
nearly all the best teachers with whom I have come in contact, ex-
tend to it their full sympathy.

As you remark ‘“ Whatever tends to clevate the status of the
yprofession, * © * cannot fail to im]‘)rovc the character of the
work dono in the schools, and vice-versa.’

Although a1 nsmmber of associations have passed resolutions in
favor of union, and have appomted delegates to attend a meeting
for the purpose of putting the scheme in shape, there ave other
associations whose meetings were held prior to the birth of the

provincial project. In the case of the latter, T would beg to suggest
that delegates appointed to attend the Provincial Asseciation
should take ujon themselves the respunsibility of meeting with the
regularly appointed univn committee.  From counties in which no)
delesates have been appuinted for cither purpuse. 1t s perhaps
ucedless to say that any teacher will be welcomne to take part in the
deliberations of the meeting.

What is wanted at this preliminary meeting is the fullest possible
representation of those farorable to the scheme, as the whole of the
time will be devoted to arranging the plan—not to discussiny its
advisability, which will be taken for granted as having been
already decided.

Delegates and all others interested are accordingly invited to
neet at Stewart's Hall, cor. of Yonge and Gonld Sts., Toronto, at
two gclock en Monday, August hth, tho day preceding the opening
of the Provincial Association,

Those who intend to be presentat the Association will be provided
with certificates enabling them to travel at reduced rates on the
milways,  Applications for certaficates should be made to R, Doan,

239, Sceretary Provincinl Asseciation,

I trust that through the mednm of your Jounxar, a large number

of teachers interested will arrange to attend this meeting, which
will be addressed by J. R. Miller Esq., myself, and others.

Teachiers who are favorubly disposed towards union, but who can-
not be present, will confer a fuvor by addressing,
Yours respectfully,

Daviv Bovee, 353 Yonge St., Toronto.

@eachers” Associations,

Prisce Covxty, P.EIL —The Prince County Teachers® Iustitute
met in the Davies School, Summerside, on Fridav, at 2,13 p.m.  Presi-
dent A, D. Fraser was in the chair.  After tne transaction of some
preliminary business, Mr. John Arbuckle, Inspector of Schools, read a
paper on ** Spelling.”  The paper sct ont with the consideration of cor-
reet spelling as perhaps the most necessary branch of edncation, and
then procecded to deal ably with the best methods of teaching this
branch.  “The matter was treated in a manner only possible by an ex-
perienced and earnest edueationist. Mr. Arbuckle was loudly applauded,
and an interesting debate ensued, My, Mollison was remarkably well
pleased with the paper. It was practical, and such papers were too apt
to lack the peractical element.  Mr. Neil MeLeod veferred to the dith-
culty of English spelling, and hoped for some reform. He hardly
agreed, however, with Mr. Avbuckle as to spelling being taken as a test
of cducation ; many highly cducated men were faulty at spelling, and
had to frequently consult the dictionary.  Mr. Lackin complimented
the paper, and hoped to sce it published.  Mr. Stewart thought the
paper very practical.  He did not like too much theory. Every sug-
gestion made by Mr. Arbuckle was one that could be put into practice
Ly the teachers.  Hedwelt upou the part played by the eye in learning
spelling. M. J. H. Bell also compli:ncntc:‘l Mr. Arbuckle, and thought
the idea in teaching speiling should be to make it involuntary. Dr.
MclIntyre thought spelling came by acquirement and practice. ~ It was
too much overlogked.  He cxprcssm{ pleasure at secing so any
teachers Yrcscnt. After some explanitory remarks by Mr. Arhuckle,
the President called upon Me, McLeod to open the next diszussion—
““The Use and Abuse of Text-books "—which he did in a few appro-
priate remarks.  {le thought we relied rather too much upce text.-books,
A text-book was what its e implied, viz.. a book ot texts, to be en.
larged upon by the teacher.  Teaching should be scientific and progres-
sive,—~from the knowa to theunknown, Theremust be a seyuence inall
successful teaching. Mr. West referred to text-books which he thought
onght to be thrown out of the schools. e instanced Miss Thomson's
History of Kugland and Collins' Geography—hooks which he had ““no
use for.”  So defective were they that they were really detrimental to
teaching  Text-books were the groundwork, aud if we had not a good
groundwark the resultant work must necessarily be inferior.  Mr.
McDongall thought it was the duty of the teacher only to explain what
the pupils failed to understand.  If we enlarge too inuch we uy wmevely
he inculeating our own prejudices. e referted to the differences in
text-books, and pointed out that the time and numberof tasks prectuded
much enlargement.  Mr. Larkius acquicsced in Mr. West's opinions.
Mr. Mollizon thought Mr. McDougall's remarks were very practical.
‘Text-hooks were perhaps too closcly adhered to. The pupil should
thoroughly understand what was taught, and the teacher’s vocabulary
should be such as children can readily understand. At this stage of
the proceedings Mre. Johm A, Matheson vead a vigoronsly written aumd
thoughtiul paper on the subject under discussion, which was greeted
with deserved applause.  The paper was mey and full of cleverly made
poiuts, although prepared very hurnedly. The Institute then adjouracd
to meet at S pon. s St Charles Tenperance Socicty's Hall.  The evens
ing session, which was also well attended, was taken up by Dr. McKay's
lecture on ** The Education of the Eye.”  This lucild and scientatic «his-
conree was illustrted and explained by cleverly prepared diagrams, and
the whole subject was readered clearly and plainly.  Technicalitics
were avaided, so that any one of ordinary intelligence could readily
comprehiend the speaker’s explanation of the wondrous mechanism of
tie human eve.  ‘Uhe close of the paper treated of the diseases of child-
reu’s eyes caneed by improper lighting of schools, cte., and gave somo
practical suggestions 23 to the proper management of lights. At the
Saturday morning session Mr. Matheson moved that the regulations of the
Roand of Educeation respecting holidays should, in the opinton of tuis
meeting, be made imperative instead of optional. -~Carricd.  The Com-
ittee on Nominations brought in the following report, which was
accepted s President, Ao D. Frater; Vice-Uresident, Miss Bell, Blooin-
fichl; Seovetary, John . Wright: Treasurer, Miss Fo A Camplell s
Literary Committee, Joln A, Matheson (chairman), Mre. Arbuckle, Mr.
McPhail s Auditing Committee, Mr. Wright, Mr. West, Miss Larkin,
The dscussion on the subject of Mr. Matheson's paper was then re-
wmed, and participated In by Mesars, Avbuckle, Stewart, Avsenanlt,
Wrizist, MeLvod, and others, Mre Matheron clusing the discussion.—
Coudensed from Summerside Journal.



