
Georgian and Vitorian Expansion.

Ip the New World lay the whole
interest of the question of the Spanish
Succession for England. The nego-
tiations of William and tuie campaigns
of Marlborough were undertaken to
keep America open to English enter-
prise. The acquisitions of the. treaty
of Utrecht-Nova Scotia, Gibralitar,
Port Mahon, and rights of trade to
Spanish America - were evidently
calculated to prepare the way for a
new expansion. This accordingly
commenced in due time with the
colonization of Georgia, ancd with
that great attack on Spanish America
which seemed to revive the days of
Cromwell.

That attack was made in x139, and
the third wave of expansion fills, as I
have said, with its swellirpg, culmina-
ting and subsiding, almost the very
period of theeighteenth century which
corresponds to the Victprian age in
the nineteenth. And thus we see
English history rom Elizabeth to
Victoria divide itself into four great
struggles, followed.by four great move-
ments. of colonial expansion.

But the third of'these movements
-that which belorgs to tieèighteenth
century-has certain remarkable char-
acteristics of its own, and both on

this account and as being chronologi
cally nearest to the Vitorian expan-
sion, d eséivès peculjarly to be con-
sidered. The earlier expansions, as
well as that of our own age, are mainly
peaceful movements of population.
At one time a Mayflower carries out
religious refugeec, *at another time
Australiàn gold mines attract adven-
turers. But in this eighteenth century
movement there is little emigration,
little proper colonization. In place
of it there is war and conquest.
Florida is taken from Spain, Canada
from France, an empire is founded in
India. That generation saw wrth
astonishnieht Englánd fmaking wide
conquests :in Asia and America at
once. For the first time she seemed
to.be playiig the part of a Rome or
a Macedoria which was the more
surprising as she was not even a mili-
tary state, as she scarcely possessed
even an army. Could it be, they
asked, that the remote descendants of
the "British warrior queen " who had
been'crushed by the Roman power,
were destinéd to reign in regions
Cæmsar never knew, and far beyond
the utmost flight of the Roman eagles?
It was quite a new and unexpected
chapter in English history.

WHAT SHALL THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS TEACH?

M ASSACHUSETTS is the birth-
. place of the public ,sçhool.

"As an innovation upon all pre-exist-
ing policy and qsages," says Horace
Mann, "the establishment of free
schools was the bqldest ever. promul-
gated since the commencement.of the
Christian era." Tine, which tests all
things, has left no occasion for the
vindication or eulogy of this institu-
tion. But in these lyer .days; when
dodrinaires assume to. limit the teach-
ing of the a nchs, isol to ele-
mQentary -branches, it .is, interesting, to

observe how compréhensive was the
thought-of our fathers at a time when
the wÔlf was at tl eir doors, and pov-
erty Was the companion of their fire-
sides. . In one of the earlier colonial
statutes, it was ordained. that, while
every town of fifty householders should
teach, every child to read and write,
every towri of one hundred, should
establish a grammar school where
youtijt might be lfitted for' the uni-
versity, to the end that learning may
not be buried 'in the graves of our
for'efathers in chuc'h. and 'oimon-
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