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NCE come to Alberni and you
will always want to return to
it.. So have always said~the
old-time residents of this' at-
tractive district, and so’ echo
invariably those who have
visited ‘and  settled = there in
later years..  And, if -this. be
true of the' ‘ordinary man,

even more so should it hold, good ‘with :.the
sportsman who ' once has experienced “the
wealth and variety of sport which ‘he finds
here ready to his hand. Even in these more
modern days there is'a romance about Alberni
which seems peculiar to the place and. insep-
arable from it,’and the recent development of
the policy of our great railroad in starting ' an
extensipon of its Island line to-tap. the great
natural .resources of the district ‘has been re-
sponsible for ‘more than one romantic. little
tale in rea} life. For many years a contented
little settlement of farmers with a few hardy
prospectors among them, who had the courage
to face hard times and hope for - better, have
lived allife of simplicity; clearing a:little land
and. living on-it, staking a. few mineral, claims
and making. $lliftg0«ciaqtha NECESSATY: 2 0ASe8S
mient work to hold them, laoking. forward.pers,
haps in not a few cases to a time :never: too:
far distant ‘in their confident . imaginations
when they would be ablt to make the raise
necessary for a trip home to'the old . country
for another look ‘at'the old folks—a simple,
kindly little community, cheerful,. self-confi-
dent, mutually helpful and hospitable. to a de-
gree to the stranger sojourning awhile within
their gates. g ;
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For years “the valley’ .has . slumbered on
ideally pastoral and ‘peaceful, not taking life
too seriously, enjoyingsthe good things that
Nature. has sent them, and not - paying too
muck attention to the hardships inseparable
from the life of pioneer .farmers in a country’
that it takes hard work to conquer ; working a
little, hunting a little, hopeful always of the.
prosperous times that were bound to come:to
such a naturally beautiful spot so situated, and
enjoying the social amusements which, though
not so pretentious perhaps as those of a large
city, were entered into with a zest and natural
thoroughness lacking'in places where. life sa-

vors more of artificiality:

Then came the news that the railroad was
coming into Alberni, a place where there are
living boys and girls of quite ripe age who had
never even seen a railway train, and at once.
romance began to evolve her tales in.real life,
Men who were familiar with rifle. and trap,
and knew the woods like a-book through their
occupation of hunting and  prospecting, ' can
now be met touring the roads in“"the Iatest
styles of-automobile, clad in' fashionablé at-
tire, and with the diamond of opulence  on
their fingers, having turned their knowledge:
of the woods to acéount by staking -the won-
derfully ‘fine timber and selling it to the capi-
talists who were only too eager to buy.

Others again have realized their dream of
years and left to spend their declining days in
the country of their birth. = They may stay,
but it is doubtful; some of them will be sure
to return. There is a charm about the valley
that will be ever calling. 1

Alberni is a lovely spot, attractive to all
who have any appreciation at all for the gran-
deur and beauties of Nature, but more espe-
cially: so'to the lover of outdoor sport,  for
here, more than almost dny other place on
this Island can he find variety of sport, or
abundance of opportunity to enjoy his favor-
ite branch of it, whatever it may: be.

‘The, geographical situation of Alberni ‘i
such as to give it a great advantage over other
resorts on the Island for the sportsman; be-
ing at the head:.of an arm of the sea that al-
most cuts the Island in two, it affords the op-
portunity for the enjoyment of a great variety
of sport by land and sea, lake and river, moun-
tain and valley, the! bag embracing elk, bear,
deer, panther, wolf, grouse @ three sorts, in-
cluding ptarmigan in the high hills, pheasants,
snipe, geese, and ducks of a multitude of var-
ieties, while the trout of the rivers and lakes
are unsurpassed anywhere for - size and num-
bers, and it is one of the few places: where:it is
possible to catch with rod and line by trolling
in the salt water adjacent to the. townsite: the
mighty tyee salmon, the largest variety that

‘bernivis within.a-day by train - and
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runs up the British Columbia rivers. For this
alone it is worth a visit from any enthusiastic
angleér, if for nothing else, as, unlike the bet:
ter known, because better advertised, fishing

| Rieviarp: L. Pocock:

grounds at Campbell siver the fishing is car- 2
ried on in quiet water untroubled - by heavy:;

tide ‘rips which prevent fishirig except at cer-
tain stages of the.tide.

In the wide valley’ the pheasants, introdue-
edisome years'ago,«ate rapidly increasing -in
numbers; while no difficulty - ‘will “be experi-
enced in finding some resident who will be on-
ly“too ‘glad to guide you to the best grounds
for grouse and deer and bear,"while if you are
willing to go alittle further afield there should

' 'be ‘mo difficulty in procuring a head of*: the

Vancouver Island elk or wapiti, bands ot
which roam the Island, though unknown in
the ranges of the Mainland coast. Black bear
are numerous and cdn be shot . either in . the
spring when_they come out of their . dens in
the Beaufort'range and’their hides are at their
best, or in the fall, when they come down' to
the creeks’ to feed their full’ ‘on the .3almon
crowding up every creek.that empties into the
Alberni-canal, ‘as the narrow arm of the sea is
called that runs many miles from the ocean to
the settlement. ~Deer; of course, are legion
here as elsewhere on the coast, while, should
the .sportsman contemplate a trip down ‘the
«canal in winter time, he ‘would do well to take
with him a few traps, and he may be rewarded
with a skin or two of mink or marten or otter
to add to his trophies® and delight his lady
friends. ¢

The flats at the head of the canal ‘have ai-
forded the writer many an enjoyable day’s
shooting of mallard and widgeon - and teal,
while it was here that he achieved: his heart’s
desire in the way of wild-fowl shooting: by
bringing to bag his first big Canadian goose.
Some of the varictie$ of ducks are fishy and
unfit for-the table, but hére is:one of the best
places not too remote from the beaten ‘track
ior shooting the sorts of<duicks that are never
fishy—teal and:widgeon " and : pintail. . Mal-
lards come in winter in big numbers, but the
mallard i3 apt to be a bad éffender in this re-
spect when the salmon are dying and rotting
in the sloughs and creeks, :

For the wild-fowler, a trip down the canal,

stopping ‘at the'different river mouths will af-.

ford exceptionally good sport, and he should
have no difficulty "in  making a heavy bag
flight-shooting near his camps, while the an-
gler in due season can cast his ‘line on many
waters where the trout as yet are in their first
innocence of-the wiles 'of angling man.

The sportsman who pays a visit to Albei;fﬁ

need have no fear that he will have to rough
it overmiich ; though as yet it is a’small place,
he will find up-to-date accommodation in
either the old or new town, and . the hunting
grounds. are<right there at the doors almost.
The roads in the valley are good, while ‘the
main road from Nanaimo is one of the best in
the country and funs through sonie Mmagnifi-
cent forest scenery and timber ' that is a. fair
sample of the ‘pick of the Island. ' The drive

from Nanaimo has been described by several’

writers who have exhausted

all- the superla-
tives.

At presenit by the overland. route. Al
motor-car
from Victoria, by sea about a day also: whén
the rails are laid sportsmen from’ Vancouver
or Victoria will.be ‘able to breakfast in their
homes and enjoy the -evening _rise in the Al-.

4

berni waters and have the trout they ~catch
served for their evening meal in a first-class
Alberni hotel. S Sl :

(To be continued nextfweek, swaen full particulars
will ba glven of/the wvarleus wWaters to be fished at
Alberni and detalls concerning accessibility, size of
fish;. best time ' of year, etc, in the different lakes
and streais.)
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“IN LOCAL WATERS

Several anglers have proved the truth of
the remarks in our article of a weeck or-two
ago concerning sea-trout taking the fly in salt
water and not merely after they have run up
the rivers, by making good catches in likely
spots in the vicinity.

At least two excellent baskets were made

lately on the Gorge with fly, two  fish!of
over three pounds weight each being included

§. hatch .lasts.
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in one catch.. 'T'he man who catches the tide
right there catches fish alsc.

The; Cowichan is, still rather high for the

best trout fishing, but the angler who takes,

sufficient trouble :and does not mind  deep

wading with ‘an occasional detour through the:

bush can pick out some good fish here and
there. . T'wo sportsmen -who canie down the

river a day or two ago made,good baskets on

“the way.

. Bicycling along the road to Sahtlam, many
broods of healthy young'pheasants were seen
and some’ grouse' also. 'This promises to be
a.banner year for pheasatits, and gquail are re-
ported as numerous everywhere.

- @ he early bird catches thé;wdrm! .+ Good

fos the early bird. .But. what, price the early:

trout when the poor worm has a pot-hunter’s
hook buried in 1t?-

Worming in colored water and worming in
a_shallow stream clear as glass are very dif-
ferent. Any one can-eatch trout with a worm
in-water that- is discolored, - bit it requires a
good ‘deal miore skiil than the majority of bait
fishermen possess: to suceessfully fish  for
trout with .worm under thé lattér conditions.

. Seme twerity years or so of fishing when-

ever the chance presented itself has induced

the belief that a trout will take a nice; bright,

well;scoured worm whenever it ¢an be'brought

to its notice ‘Without the fisherman bringing
himself also to‘theé ‘fish’s notice 'at the same
time.. Thus it comes about that we are told
that thé trout are turning their attention from
he worm when. the rivers are clearing .and the
worm fishermen are not sufficiently skillful to
put their bait before the fish without first call-
ing ‘attention to their #%n pré¥énce.” As the
water clears; .it'naturally becomeés more suit-
able for surface feeding, and, as -a ‘corollary,
fly-fishing. . Catehing trout’ in ‘crystal-clear
water with' a 4ly, or anything-clse, is to catch-
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ing-trout with bait in colored water as a violin
solo is to a.gramaphone concert.

‘Shawnigan. Lake gave one angleria good
basket of seventeen good-sizéd fish one day
last week, and doubtless others that we did 1ot

~ hear of were equally successful.

In fishing trout streams directly communi-
cating with the sea occasional blanks must be
expected, as the fish are migratory. Experi-
enced sea-trout anglers umderstand this. It
does not follow because you have one blank
day that the river is no good; try again and
you may strike a fresh run; if you do not have
your hands full then and your basket also it
will not be the fault of the river.

Just about this' tire brother angler in the
Old Country is enjoying tlie May-fly season,
that short period in each year When every
fisherman that possibly can puts business
cares aside and hies him to his favorite' river-
side, confident that if there is only a normal
hatch of .this insect beloved of fishermen he
will enjoy the best of sport as long as the
Great Britain is the country of
educated trout, where the angler of the “chuck

®and chance it” school has but a poor chance
of carrying home a weighty .creel; but at the
time that this insect comes to live his all too
short alloted span in a dangerous world, the
fish seem so greedly for the succulent morsels
that all caution is forgotten, and the monster
that no bait of any kind would stir before
hurls himself in undignified haste at the tempt-
ing tid-bit that none ‘of his tribe are able to
resist.

The May-fly season supplies pleasures to
the Old Coumtry angler which he can obtain
in their fulness at no other time. Nature is at
her best in her/mantle of greent and gold, and
if the fish will not rise when this fly is on the
water, it is because there are no fish to rise.

How about the bass in Langford. Lake?
Reports come'in from time to time of anglers
visiting this lake and making good catches of
this fish. - We were under the impressiog that
we had been asked not to disturb them™or a
few years-yet, to give them a chance to mul-
tiply.. “If this is so, it would be well for all to
know 'it,-as Some anglers seem to think that
they are at liberty to take them, while .others
are under the impression that they are not.
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APPROACHING LILPERNI BY WATERA

boot. I have seen lumbermen’s calks used with:
great success, and indeed they are as service-
able as nails if properly put in. The angler
should wade the stream clad in his rough wool-
len clothes, as fréquently he will have a mile or
two of water to cover, and to walk the banks
in rubber wading trousers is not to be.con-
sidered.—Forest-and Stream. * . i

1

A Gentle Hint :

As an example of “a. gentle hint,” the fol-
lowing story, told by Senator Fulton at his an-
nual Oregon salmon dinner in Washington, can
hardly be surpassed;:

““In Astoria,” he said, “there used to be an
old fisherman who brought me ‘the first of
every month a splendid salmon from his master.
I always gave the messenger a tip. ot

“But one morning I was busy, and when-the
old man brought the fish I thanked him hur--
riedly, and forgetting his tip bent over my desk
again. He hesitated a moment, then cleared
his throat, and said: ) i

“ ‘Senator, would ye be so kind as to put it
in writin’ that ye didn’t give me no tip this time,
or my wife'll think I've’ went and spent it omn
rum.’ "——The Fishing Gazette. :

i

‘Candlefish : 43

The candlefish is about the size of a smelt
and so fat that when dried and lighted'it throws'
off a blaze of sufficient power to be used for il
luminating purposes. Before the: advent of
the white man and his candles these fish were
used by the Alaskan natives for that purpose. -

The Indians claim that candlefish possess
valuable medicinal qualities, and candlefif oil
is used by them as a universal cure for con-
sumption. Hundreds of pounds of these fish
are buried and left in the ground until they be-
gin to decompose, then they are uncovered:
and dumped int6 a woodén receptacle,ea hol-
lowed-out log or more often a dugout canoe
that has passed its usefulness as a craft. Water,
is 'then added and the putrid mass is brought .
to a boiling point and kept simmering by plung-
ing into it boulders that have beén heated. The
oil is thus gradually tried out, and after it has
gathered on 'the surface, thick and clear, it is
drawn off and placed in large wooden recep-
tacles. A consumptive patient is so liberally
dosed with this oil that it is doubtful if he could
absorb any more were he submerged in it. He
drinks it by the pint and is bathed in it several
times a day. - To meet one of these dirty, sickly,
greasy, Indians is one of the most repulsive
sights imaginable. Nevertheless persons in a
position to know, say that after several weeks.
of this treatment a native who once seemed to
be in the last stages of the disease becomes as:
robust and looks as healthy as a perfectly
strong man.—Forest and Stream.

Fish Invisible In Sleep

“That file fish:is asleep,” said the attendant.

“How do you know?” the visitor to the'
aquarium asked.  “But I can’t see him, by the .
way.” ' ;

“That’s how I know.. He, like many- other
fish, changes color on going off. Awake he is
mottled with brown and dark olive green, .a
handsome, sombrely splendid object. Asleep -
he is a pallid grey, with darker wings and-.
tail, a ghost of a file fish, practically invisible.

i

cominstSommindiios

Will sonie one who knows the facts about these
fish confer a favor by enlightening our ignor-
ance on' the 'subject? ;

When fishing from a boat do not ieaye

your rod in:the stern with the flies on: the
water when you go to attend to the anchor in
the bows. This is the.time thét the biggest
fish ‘always “choose . to_bite. . We kfiow . this
from bitter experience, having lost the whole
outfit’ orice in this way when fishing th g
swift current, and have just heard of a similar
misfortune falling to .the lot of a brother
angler in a near-by water, /
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FISH CUTLETS

Clothing For Anglers

As far as wearing apparel goes every angler.
underwear and clothes: are

knows. that woollen
the proper’ garments for fishing in every place
and in dll waters.. The ‘foot gear is most im-
portant.’ ‘A pair of heavy and strong léather
boots, perforated along the soles so as to allow

free ingress and egress for the water, are the

best,.and it is unnecessary to add that the soles
mu$t Have a numbf of soft hob n#ils, which
should be securely Clamped in the inside of the

3
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“Many of the weaker fish, especially in the
tropics, Qave - this “ability. ‘to change from ai
bright to a pale, vague hue when they sleep..
Thus they sleep safely.. Otherwise their slum-
bers would end between a bigger fish’s jaws.
“A wonderful natural dispensation, isn’t it?
Suppose you were a criminal, being pursued- -
hiotly, and whenever you grew tired you could -
throw yourselfjunder a' tree and doze off, con-'
scious that in your sleep no one could sce yqu!l™
Philadelphia Bulletin. 759 o

v Cows Milked By Fish . :
And now comes a. Rowlesburg (Va.) farmer
with a fish story that promises to ‘give him a’
Brominent place in the. presidential group of
‘nature fakirs.” ; s :
Bor a week, he says, his cows had returned
from the pasture “dry”’. He suspected a neigh- .
ber of milking them, and hid himself: behind
some bushes on the bank of the river. About 3
o'clock,. when the sun was hottest, the cows|
wandered into the stream to drink, sta'ndinigj‘., ]
with  their udders touching the water. The,
farmer says he was astounded to discover that. -
large fish were hanging to the udders of almost. 3
every cow, and when he drove the animals out
they’ Wd been milked dry.—The Fishing Ga=
zett ; : o
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