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A OCHALLENGQE.

Drop your dainty heads awhile,
Flowérs rich and rare,

Ere you meet my rdy’'s smile—
And find you are mnot fair,

Fly away, vou little birds,
Tuneful throats of spring,

Lest you hear my lady's words—
And learn you cannot sing.

(‘all the elouds to ecover you,
Far-off summer skies,

Or you'll see a deeper blue
Within my lady’s eyes.

Things below, and things above,
Aill things ev'rywhere,
Chlallenge not my lady love,
Or perish in despair.
—J. A. Flynn in St. Paul's.
—_—

THE STATE OF TRADE

Weekly Reviews of the Business Sit-
uation in the United Statese

and Canada.

BRADSTREETS’ REPORT.
New York, June 30.—Though seasonably
" quieter_in many lines, the strength of the gen-
eral business situation remains apparently un-
abated, and the half-year closes with a com-
mercial and financial community contemplat-
ing very satisfactory returns in the recent
past, and manifesting a tone of cheerful con-
fidence regarding the outlook for the last half

of 1899. In the volume of business done the
first half of 1899 will certainly rank higher
than the best hitherto experienced, and the
notable rise in prices which was such a feature
of the past spring has done much to reconcile
traders to the adwmittedly small macgins of
profits which modern business operations tend
toward making permanent. Touching this
matter it might be added that staples prices
are in a majority of instances well above quo-
tations ruling for some years past, the general
Jevel, in fact, being the highest since early in
1893. The iron trade presents a very good
ouilook for the balance of the year at prices
which guarantees large profits. The labor
gituation has been one of the most satisfactory
features of the half-year’s business, voluntary
advances having raised the compensation of
thousands of operatives, and labor troubles
being conspicuous by their absence till toward
the close of the period under review, when
failures to agree upon wages and hours in
the Colorado smelting industry and tin plate
manufacturing rendered a large number of
workmen idle. In the case of the latter indus-
try, however, the suspznsion, it is hoped, will
not exczed the usual summer shut-down. For
the first six-months the total number of fail-
ures have been 5,049, with liabilities $50,301,-
953. This is a decrease as regards number of
21 per cent. from last year, of 28 per cent.
from 1897 and of 34 per cent. from 1895, while
the liabilities are 30 per cent.smaller than
they were a year ago, 46 per cent. less than
in 1897, 52 per cent. less than 1896 and 10 per
cent. less than 1892. In number failures are
tewer this year than they have been for17
years past, and the liabilities involved are
smaller than in any year since 1881. That
current embarrassments are well down to the
normal is proved by the fact that assets this
year constitute only 45.56 of the liabilities,
against 50 per cent. last year, 57 per cent. in
1897 and 61 per cent. in 1893. Large failures
were specially scarce during the second quar-
ter of the half-year, and the only gain in oum-
ber or in liabilities noted is in the Territories,
while specially heavy decreases in liabilities
are reported from the Middle and Western
States.

Canadian trade, eimilarly to that of the
United States, closes a very satisfactory sea-
som, all signs pointing to a very heavy volume
of business at generally satisfactory prices.
Summer influences naturally affect current
trade, which is; on the whole, of seasonably
light proportions. Montreal reports business
conditions satisfactory, orders for dry goods at
wholesale of very fair volume, retail business

, and crop prospects, as a whole, satis-
actory, though rain is needed in some sec-
tions.. British Columbia trade is reported
quiet, with collections rather slow, while in
the Maritime Provinces trade is hght, while
crops promise well. Toronto reports some 1m-
provement in winter wheat, but that the yield
will be rather light. Reassorting business is
good, and fall orders are increasing. Wool is
selling freely on speculative buying. Ameri-
can capitalists are investing freely in Cana-
dian industries. The record of business
generally during the year is a favorable one.
Failures for the first six months, numbering
only 684, with liabilities of $4,636,641—a fall-
ing off of 16 per cent in number and of 20 per
cent in liabilities from last year’s exceptionally
1:ght totals.

R. G. DUN & CO’S REVIEW.,

Failures for the second quarter of 1899 Lave
been 2,080 in number, against 3,055 last
year, with liabilities of $20,259,000, against
$36,602,253 last year, and for the first half of
1899 failures were 4,862, against 6,766 last
year, with liabilities of $18,711,000, against
$71,246,383 last year. Demand for iron and

steel seems to have no limit. . Scarcity of pig
has raised the price a dollar per tou for local
coke at Chicago, $1.10 to $19.75 for Bessemer
at Pittsburg, $1.76 to $17.75 for grey forge
and 75¢ to- $19.30 for anthracite No. 1at
Philadelphia, with some iron selling above
these quotations at all points for early de-
livery. Prices of pig average higher than at
any other time since February, 1890, and

rices of finished products higher than since

arch, 1891,  Billets are hardly obtainable.
Bar and plate orders are refused quite largely
because works are overcrowded. Sheet mills
have much stronger demand at the west, but
less at theeast, and structural works report
26,000 tons required in two eastern contracts.
The continued demand, in spite of rising
prices, astonishes everybody. Coke ovens,
14,453 at work, output for the week, 181,852
tons, the heaviest week’s work ever known at
Counellaville. Tin is stronger, at 26 cents,
and copper at 18 vents for lake, but lead is
dull, with hope of an end to the Colorado
strike. Another industry passes all records—
boot and shoe shipments from the east, 400,-
863 cases, exceeding those m any other month
of any other year for four weeks, and the de-
mands for speedy delivery show enormous
distribution in all directions. New orders are
large and several months ahead. Wool sales,
36,179,900 pounds, of which 29,765,000 are
domestic, reveal a speculation scarcely less
obtrusive than in 1897, when 41,497,000 lbs.
were sold in the same weeks, against 23,768,-
200 in 1892, when the mills were well employ-
ed. Cotton mills are doing well, in spite of
the tall 1n cotton, as the demand gives them
enough to do at current prices, and weak
spots in the trade are defended by the agree-
ment between Fall River. Failures for the
week have been 181 in the United States.
agamnst 264 last year, and 22 in Canada,
against 15 last year. ; .

Canadian reports show little change in the
situation, though there is a larger volume of
trade than & year ago. At St. John lumber
shipments have been small, owing to higher
freights, but business continues fair, with
collections good. At Halifax business shows
an increase over last year, with few failures,
and prices in hardware and woolen goods are
firm. Collections continue slow. Business at
Quebec is quiet, with few failures and a hope-
ful situation. The movement at Montreal is
better than the average, with collections fair
to good, and the export of cheese and buster
is active, Money is stiff at five per cent. on
call. The volume of business at Toronto in
June is larger than in previous years, and the
outlook is very encouraging. Manufacturers
at Hamilton continue busy, but retail trade is
quiet. Jobbers report fair sales and collec-
tions. Wholesale trade in groceries, shoes
and dry goods has improved in volume at
Winnipeg, and collections are easy. The
trade at Victoria is rather quiet, but collec-
tions are satisfactory, and at Vancouver
wholesale and retail trade improves with the
advancing season. ;

P CI——

400 SICK LEAVE MANILA.

Washington, D. C., June 30.—Gen. Otis
notifies the War t that the trans-

‘trees riven by separate bolts. His
horse died later from the electrical
shocks, while the officer himself suf-

RECORD OF A LIGHTNING STUDENT.

Curious Prank: Observed by a Weather Burean
Attache for Fourteen Years.

From the Washington Star.

An official attached to the Weather
Bureau has kept, during the past
fourteen years, all of the best authen-
ticated accounts coming under his eye
of the pranks of lightning throughout
the world. One of the facts to be de-
ducted from tne great mass of stories
about the electricity of the heavens is
that lightning cannot be dodged or
avoided. There are many accounts of
lightning striking and Kkilling timid
women who had taken refuge under
beds and in closets. In most of these
cases it is shown that the persons who
have remained in the rooms rabandon-
ed by the victims thus killed while
seeking safety have escaped unharm-
ed. The State of Kansas seems to
have the palm for the fierceness of its
eiectrical storms, with all of the States
of the Missouri and Mississippi valleys
following close behind. An army of-
ficer riding frcm Leavenworth to Fort
Leavenworth, Kan., in August, 1889,
was shocked three times by bolts
striking near him. He saw nine huge

fered no injury of any importance.
There are stories of three women, one
in Kansas, one in Arkansas and the
other in Misscuri, having been struck
dead by lightning while carrying in-

fants in their arms, the young ones
escaping unharmed in each case. A
yvoung man in Central Illinois was

fooling with a mastiff dog during the
progress of an electrical storm. The
dog was struck dead by a bolt, nearly
ail of the hair being burned from its
body, while the younz man was only
mildly shocked. A farmer was Kkissing
his wife good-by before starting for
the county fair when he was struck
dead by a bolt of lightning. His wife’s
hair was consumed by the same, but
she was otherwise uninjured. Three
drunken farm hands returning from a
danece, all arm-in-arm, in eastern Ne-
braska, were overtaken by an electrical
storm on the road. The man in the
middle was killed by a belt. | His two
companions were knocked senseless,
but qyckly recovered. They found
themselves completely sober when they
came to.

A letter carrier in Kansas City was
handing a woman servant a letter at
the basement door when a bolt of
lightning struck between them. They
were both rendered unconscious by the
shock, but beth were brought around
all right. The letter was consumed.
Two farm hands engaged in ploughing
in a 160-acre plot in South Dakota
were Kkilled by lightning within three
minutes. Three young kittens playing
in a back yard in Independence, Mo.,
were struck by lightning. One of them
was Kkilled, the other two being only
singed. A German named Blitzen
(which means lightning in our
language) was struck and killed by a

bolt while talking about his queer
name with a party of friends in a
tavern in central Arkansas. The shop

of a bird fancier in Chicago was struck
by a bolt. Of two parrots in one cage
one was killed and the other perman-
ently blinded, besides being rendered
deaf and dumb. A gang of circus
hands were trying to round-up an es-
caped tiger in a Missouri town, when
the tiger was striack dead by light-
ning. During a running race at an II-
linois county fair, in which eleven
horses were competing for the purse,
the winning horse was struck dead
instantly after having won the race by
a head on the wire. None of the other
horses, most of which were close up at
the finish, was hurt at all.

An Indiana fiddler was playing at a
country dance, having a seat on the
porch for the sake of the coolness
thereof. His violin was knocked into
kindling wood by a bolt of lightning,
while he himself was only mildly
shocked. A chicken hawk was struck
(_19a.d while just in the act of swoop-
ing down upcn a flock of hens on an
Iowa farm. None of the hens was
hurt. A locomotive engineer was
struck dead while seated in his cab
making a short freight run in Colo-
rado, his fireman not even being shock-
ed. A dozen girls in an Ohio seminary
were shocked by a bolt of lightning
while seated in the parlor. The same
bolt killed one of the teachers at the
other end of the building. A Tennes-
sec farmer was feeding his hogs, stand-
ing in the middle of the pen, when he
was hit by a bolt of lightning and in-
stantly killed. The hogs were not in-
jured at all. An elderly woman pray-
ing all alone in a little chapel in a
small Kentucky town was struck dead
by lightning,. The chapel was set on
fire and consumed.

A Memphis woman was curling her
hair with curling irons when a bolt
of lightning came through the window
and knocked the curling irons out of
her hand. She was rendered uncon-
scious. When she came to she found
the curling irons at the far end of the
rcom. They were almost red hot, and
had burned a hole in the carpet where
they rested. A holt of lightning pene-
trated a cyclone cellar in Kansas in
which a family of four had taken re-
fuge, and all were killed. A captive
balloon, the largest ever manufactur-
ed, was struck by lightning in Chicago
about eight years ago and two of the
aeronauts were Kkilled. Circus tents
have been hit by lightning bolts on
numerous occasions, generally with a
comparatively small loss of life, con-
sidering the size of the f.ssemblages
under the tents. A man who was
struck by lightning in western New
York State while walking through a
forest had the outlines of two perfect
trees indelibly stamped in red on his
back, but he was not seriously hurt.
To all intents and purposes the light-
ning branded him. A pressman’ em-
ployed by a job printing house in
Omaha was struck by lightning and
knocked into a mass of machinery
which mangied him to death. A gan®
of boys were playinz ball on a field in
an Ohio town when an electrical storm
came up. The boy at the bat was
knocked down by the shock of a bolt
that struck near, but not seriously
hurt. The boy who was catching was
“taking them off the bat” right back
of the boy at the bat, but he was not
even shocked.

A Russian oil steamer was struck
three times in succession within seven
minutes on the Baltic Sea and Wwas
burned. None of the crew @vas hurt.
A wheat ship on Lake Huron was struck
twice amidships, almost in the same
spot, the bolts coming within three
minutes of each other. The second
bolt set the sl.ip on fire and she went
down. A Washington girl living on
Thirteenth street, near H, was struck
by lightning while sitting at a sewing
machine a good many years ago. The
machine was placed at a low window,
and the girl was knocked out of the
window. She was not seriously hurt.
Another Washington Wwoman was
shocked by a bolt of lightning while
wielding a pair of scissors. She found
that the bolt had so dulled the scis-
sors that they would not cut. A bolt
of lightning struck a small house over
in Falls Church. It completely tore
away a partition separating two of the
rooms, broke the rcckers of an easy
chair in which a young woman Wwas
seated and made a big gash in the
floor in passing into the ground. None
of the occupants ¢f the house was So
much as shocked. A man in Missis-
sippi was cutting a chew of tobacco
when a bolt of lightning struck his
hands. They were so  badly burned

Morgan City left Manila June 24th for
Francisco :xythmmk.

a Ceorgia marble gquarry when light-
ning struck the charge and they were
both blown to fragments. The mate
of an Atlantic coasting schooner was
drunkenly inviting a sailor €loft en-
gaged in shortening sail to come below
and be cut to pieces, when a bolt tof
lightning struck the mate dead. A boy
seated in a small boat that was at-
tached to and trailing from a sailing
vacht oii the South Carolina coast
was Kkilled by a bolt of lightning, while
the yvacht was not damaged. An un-
believing farmer in Indiana was enr
gaged in a controversy with an itiner-
ant minister when he was struck dead

by lightning while making a blas-
phemous remark.
—_—

JUST LIKE SEA SERPENTS

Great Creatures of the Ocean That Have Sometimes
Deceived Mariners.

Avalon, Cal., June 18.—“This is the
time Wwhen the seaside resort gathers
its energies together and often gives
to the expectant world a story about
the sea serpent,” remarked a man in-
terested in science. ‘“Is there a ses
serpent? Why, I certainly think so. 1
believe that there is some strange ani-
mal that comes up from the deep oc-
casionally. Perhaps it may interest
you to know how easily people are de-
ceived and what things pass as sea
serpents. Upon one occasion, some
time ago, a vessel in the North Pacific

sighted a singular animal, not five
hundred feet away, which was pro-
nounced a sea serpent by ‘the men.

When first observed, there was what
appeared to be a long neck rising out
of the water, ten feet into the air,
mounted by a head sharp and pointed.
Behind this on the surface were seen
irregular undulations or humps, sup-
posed to Pe made by the animal as it
moved along. Its length was esti-
mated to be 100 feet, and some of the
men saw it so distinctly that they
iwent into particulars regarding its
eye, its mane and other features. There
was, however, a minority report. A
single observer of some scientific
knowledge recognized in the singular
animal a gigantic cuttlefish that evi-
dently was fleeing from an enemy, and
in its efforts to escape forced its body
out of the water tail first, 'so that it
resembled a neck. The tail fin of the
giant squid resembles an arrow, and
at a slight distance could readily be
taken for a head. The giant squids
range up to sixty or more feet in
length, and the ten undulating and
sucker-lined = tentacles following be-
hind give the appearance of the lumps
invariably reported in all sea serpent
discoveries. I have seen a small squi
flapping along the surface in this way
to escape an enemy, its tail out of wa-
ter, resembling perfectly a large eel;
and it is easily seen how a larger one
could be confused with a serpent-like
animal.
‘““That whales have added to sea ser-
pent lore there is little doubt in my
mind. A supposed sea serpent was
sighted by a ship in the A'tlantic, and
a most graphic description given of
ite enormous size, the tall meck and
other peculiarities that always go with
the typical sea serpent. The remark-
able feature of it was that the ser-
pent moved along the surface for
twenty minutes, holding its head aloft,
suggesting that it must have been an
air-breathing animal. 'This same crea-
tuire was sighted by another wvessel,
this time a whaler, and finally it was
captured and found to be a large
whale, that had growing from its heac
an extraordinary protuberance that re-
sembled a neck. It was seven or eight
feet in length and a simple growth, the
result of some injury to the head.
“But there is another whale that, in
its perfect form resembles a sea ser-
pent and undoubtedly has been mis-
taken for one. It is called the Anodon.
It is a long, slender creature, first dis-
covered near Havre. It is toothless
but has long bills like some of the
dolphins, and, more remarkable vyet,
has a decided neck, so that the head
appears to be more movable than in
other whales. It is very rare, but no
one can contemplate the skeleton in
the Paris Museum without being struct”
by its snake-like form. In its natural
element this graceful creature might
easily be mistaken for a sea serpent.
“Among the fishes are several that
might suggest the great unknown,
particularly the band or ribbon fish,
specimens of which twenty-two feet
long are cemmon, while others nearly
100 feet are known to exist. Such
creature moving over the surface with
an undulatory movement might be
mistaken for a monster sea serpent.
Some naturalists believe the sea ser-

o
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pent to bhe a deep-sea shark, which
occasionally rises to the surface to
astonish the beholder. ‘This is justi

fied by the discovery of Prof. Garman
of a shark in Japanese waters six feet
long and but four inches in diameter.
Tmagine such a shark twenty or thirty
feet in length, and we have a sea ser-
pent that would correspond with many
of the accounts given by seafarers.”
—_—————

Winnipeg will spend $300,000 on city
works. gireat scheme of improve-
ments is to be carried out, among the

items for the present summer being
ten miles of macadam and asphalt
pavements. New sidewa Ks, sewers,

boulevards and water mains are to be
laid in the principal sections of the
city. Already no less than $112,361
worth of street work has fbeen con-
tracted for. Altogether the expendi-
tures engaged are:—Pavements, 3§13s,-
541; sidewalks, $8,558; sewers, $58,817—
a grand total of $205,916. The remain-
ing work to be done will bring the
whole up 1o $200,000.

ASTHMA CURED

After Twelve Years’ Suffering—To-
ronto rhysicians Advised Leaving
Her Home o Go to Manitoba —
Clarke’s Kola Compound Curea.

Mrs, McTaggart, 80 Vanauley street, To-
ronto, ‘writes:—'I have been troublied with
asthma and bronchitis for twelve years,
which gradually grew worse each year in
spite of the hundreds of dollars my hus-
band has spent with several doctors, and
almost every remedy we could procure,
which only afforded temporary rehef. For
the past two years I could not lie on my
left side; and during the past year pre-
vious to taking Clarke's Kola (Compound
the asthma became so severe that i had
not had a full night’'s sleep, and during
most of that time we had a doctor in
attendance. We gave up several doctors,
as I was becoming no better, and the last
doctor, after about two months' treat-
ment, told me he could do nothing for me,
and advised me to go to Manitoba or some
dry climate. We heard of Clarke's Kola
Compound being a cure for asthma, and
before taking this remedy made several
inquiries from those who had taken it, and
in each case found the result so satis-
factory that we resolved to try it. After
taking the first bottle I Dbecame much
better, and began to sleep 'well at nights.
Since taking the third bottle I have not
felt the slightest symptoms of my former
trouble. I have during the past six
months gained nearly 20 pounds in flesh
and feel perfectly healthy in every way.
I can assure you that I will do all i my
power to induce any sufferer from this
terrible disease to try it.”

Certified correct by Peter McTaggart,
Proprietor of Toronto Dairy Co.

Sold by all druggists. The Griffith &
MacPherson Co., sole Canadian importers,
121 Church street, Toronto.

Sold in London by W. 'T. Strong & Co.

BLANK BOOKS_~»

For durable blank books specify
Burmese Ledger Paper.

that they had to be amputated. Two
qQuarrymen were preparing a fuse ift

. stands
Goodwrlﬂncnruz.ltmc uy‘.

Factory and BRANCHES :
Warehouses, ] r a i o " o & I.m#on, Hamilton,
Dundas, Ont. . P;tanerb::'and n:mound

GIGANTIC
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BARGAIN SALE

~Ready-to-Wear Glothing..

FINE

1KY
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‘right in and lay claim that we
the greatest sacrificing prices

out boldly with our prices, representing exactly goods to be
found in our store and challenge competition.

| right in the height of the season for goods you need now.

Cour years ago we deter-
mined on opening up our Lon-
don BPranch with an ambition
and determination to do the
lion’s share of clothing trade of
this city. This ambition and
determination was born of a
thorough knowledge of our
business. We clearly saw that
to put our goods and prices in
competition with any concern
here was to establish beyond a
question our superiority, while
our position as manufacturers
enables us to give customers
the very highest grade clothing
at the lowest possible prices (no
middleman’s profit to exact.)

Co-day ({Ue Start

One of the most gigantic Bar-
gain Sales of up-to-date, high-
grade, ready-to-wear Clothing
ever held in Canada. We come

We plunge
are to-day presenting a list of
ever made on this continent,

Men’s Suits.

all_. good patterns and colors; former price $3.50,
$3.75 and $4.00, bargain sale price.. .P2.7TH

Lot 2 will be found to contain some

good strong ser-
viceable

twetd and serge suits; former price $4.00,
$4.50 and $5.00, bargain sale price.. ..$3.48
Lot 3—Men's extra strong tweed and serge suits are
made of subStantial wearing materials: former
price $4.50, $5.00 and $5.50, bargain sale price..$3.98

Lot 4—Suits that were $6.00, $6.50 and $7.00, bargain
| BRIE OrIe i A e i e s 4.98
Lot 6—Men’s suits; the former $9.00 and

price $8.50,

$10.00, bargain sale price.. .. .. .. .... ....$6.98

40t 7 comprises most of our finest imported tweed serge
and worsted suits; former prices $11.00, $12.00, $13.00
and $14.00, bargain sale price.. ceee....$8.98

Stoul Men’s Saits.

¥l Lot 8—It is a most important matter to a man to know
. that he really can be fitted ready-made. We have
demonstrated this fact beyond the fraction of a

auestion, and clear the entire lot at the following
reductions:—
Suits that were $6.00 for.. e e e 3450
Suits that were %7.50 for.. e 8598
Suits that were $850 for.. .. .. .... «..... e .. 8698
Suits that were $12,00 for.. . e . BS9S
S.

Lot 9—This has been one of the most successful de-
vartments this season, and we claim to be able to
fit tall, slim people who never before cared for
clothing ready to wear; former prices $6.50, $7.50,
$8.50, $10.00. bargain sale price $4.98 $3 98,
$6.98, $7.98.

‘ slim Men’s Sui
1
|
i

Men’s Pants.

300 pair good heavy tweed, well-made and trimmed;

former price7sc, 85¢, bargain sale.. .. %1 TC

The bettel‘ grades are reduced as follows:—Former

Dgllces 9$(r. $1.00, $1.50, $1.75, $2.00, $2.50, $3.00, bargain

- Sale onrice ..G9%e, T5¢, $1.00, $1.28, $1.48,
$1.78, $1.98.

Lot 1 contains about 75 men’s tweed and serge suits,

1

|
|

Youth’s Suits.

LONG PANTS.

Lot 10—Youth’s suits, sizes 33 to 35, breast measure,
in tweeds and worsteds and serges, new, neat pat-
terns: former prices $3.50, $4.00, $5.00, $7.50, bargain
sale nrice $2.48, $2.98, $3.98, $4.98.

|

|

Ry e

Boys’ 3-Piece Suits.
SHORT PANTS. :

Lot 11—Boys’ suits, 28 to 33 breast; forme
and $2.75, bargain sale price..
Lot 12 consists ¢f about 87
serge suits;
sale price..

r prices $2.50
SECE R - L

boys’ 3-piece tweed ana@
bargain
........ R2.48

Boys’ 2-Piece Suits.

Lot 13—Boys’ 2-piece plain and pleated suits in a very
large variety of new patterns, for boys 4 to 1b

years; forme:prices $1.50, $2.00, $2.75, $3.00, $4.00, bar-
gain $Si)i»l‘e) Price 98¢, $1.48 , $1.98, $2.48,
2.98

Lot 14—Boys’ Vested Suits; former prices $2.50 to $6.50,
bargain sale price.. .. .. .. ..$1.98 to $3.98

everything kept in

—

These are only a few sample prices of what we can do for you—an abundant stock of
tbe most select goods, such as newest styles in Ties, latest in Collars and Cuffs—in fact,
up-to-date furnishing goods.

| 158 Dundas Street.

Grafton & Co

CLOTHING MANUFACTURERS,

J. M.

Hickey, Manager, London.




