FOUR

.KING DECLARES MEIGHE
CANNOT E

.‘

FAULTS BY TARIFF T

Leader of the Liberal Party
Addresses Big Rally of
West York Voters.

BURDEN OF TAXATION
TOO HEAVY AT PRESENT

Government Accustomed To
Spending People’s Money
In Mjllions.

PEOPLE MUST HAVE
CONTROL OF AFFAIRS

Friends of thé Party’in Powcr
Have Things: Very Much
Their Own Way.

TORONTO, §epts $0.—“The
policy §s that ofsa tariff for yeverus, in
the Interests ©f producers and con=
sumers, not esariff in the Interests of
combines, monopolles, trusts and mer-
gers, such as g tariff based primarily
on the principle ©f protection is &ll but
certain to be.”

Thus did
King, Liberal
position of his party on the tariff ques-
tion at a great meeting held in West
and which marked the
opening of the Liberal general election
campaign in this province,

Toronto tonight,

The

Premier Meighen

broken into open rebellion against his
administration holding on to office any

longer.

Mr. King maintained that the prime
minister sought to narrow
down to that of the tariff.
tell him,”

Wm. JT. Mackenzie

had been forced into
declaring a federal election because the
press sypporting the Government had

i
)

foreign to the apirit of our constitu-
tton and of our time.

“l need not remind this gathering
that the Government of

Government chosen, for war purposes
only, that it was a government com-
posed ostensibly of members of both
political pearties, By no stretch of the

made for the QGovernment of Mr.

without a frlend. This is the govern-
ment which, battered and bandaged,
with new splints and props freshly-ap-
plied, now comes before the peaple
eecking an expression of their confl-
dence. ]t is true that it has walted
until it could wait no longer to take
the step. Now that, to save complete

{dismemberment, the step has been|

taken, it is for the people to say
whether, as regards the future, taey
will place their confidence in a gov-
ernment which, through the whole of
its past, has had no confidence in
them,

Canada Ig Alone,

“As evidencing Mr, Meighen's little re._
gard for the rights or the will of the
people, this it would seem 1is an ap-
propriate moment to remind the elec-
tors of Canada that the right to a
general election has bean denieqd the
citizens of our country for a period
longer than has obtained in the
United Kingdom or in any of the self-
governing dominions of the British
Empire; longer than has obtained in
any of the countries of the Allled and
Assoclated Powers, with the exception
only of Russia; longer than has obtained
in neutral countries, or even in former
enemy countries. In all parts of the
world where government is supposed
to be carried on by the will of the
governed, the people, with the excep-
tion only of Canada, have long since
been accorded the right of chousing a
parliament representative of the popu-
lar will to deal with post-war prob-
lems and policies, We alone have still
to exercise that right.

*In Great Britain, a general election
was held almost tmmediately after
the signing of the '‘armistice. In South

and Newfoundland, ge
were held over two yesz

| Japan, have all had their general elec-

take mors confusion than he and his |tions since the war. The peoples of

colleagues ares capable of creating by

spoken or printed word to cause the

people to forget the many arbitrary and

acta of his Government.”
Strongly Condemned.

Strong condemnation of the Govern-

autocratic

ment's attitude in refusing information
to Parliament respecting expendltures

on the government
chant marine was voiced by the Liberal

leader.

He urged the. forces of Liberalism to
unite and fight the common foe, not to
be divided between those who wished |
to go to extremes in the matter of gov-
ernment, and those who choose to go
more slowly towards a higher and bet-
ter economic order,
be a mistake for each to go their own
gait now and unite after the elections.
The country ig tired and disgusted with
coalitions.
party In support of Liberalism in Its
highest and truest gense.

Replies to Premier,

Referring to the challenge made by
Premier Meighen in
speech that Mr.
his" position in relation to the platform
adopted by the Liberal party convention

¢in 19019,
‘from his speech on that occasion.
wvas that he regarded that platform of
principles and policies as a chart upon
which was plotted the course it was de-
sired the party should take
in seeking to discharge
his office he would rely
and advice of those who were outstand-
ing in the ranks of the party.
Position of the Liberal
“May I say Just one word of a per-
sonal character,” began Mr. King, “We
are delighted to have with
the Hon.
rather say
ored in once again
guest in
will agree with me when I affirm that
no man in public life in Canada is held
in higher esteem than Mr. Fielding. No
e hasg given to the af-
fairs of our country a wider measure of
disinterested
Were it possible so to
take advantage
to acknowledge something of
| I owe to his whole-hearted,
chivalrous and constant
ir Parliament, and
to thank him for it.
Dissolution of Parllament is

man in public lif

servi
shou

e

occasion

what [

both

publicly
Why

“Now
I asked a moment
clreumstances which caused
in so short a space
his mind with re-
spect to an ear'y dissolution of Parlia-
Were the truth known, it would
be found that, having held on to power
against the will
point at
had broken out into open rebellion, and
the shattered rem
could n
him support

which

were the
the prime minister,
of time,

ment?

mons,

Government
feat in

appear

rights

or privilege

torces

sistently
to a general election.

people

opening
we urged
penple’s right to a
yarliament and
to deal

S.

ns,

clected

in assumi
Sir Robert

railways and mer-

I

He said it would

his London, Ont.,
King definitely

our province is greatly hon-

ts of his following
e relled upon to give
in the House of Com-

the people as a prime
minister holding office rather than as
a prime minister who,
suffered defeat.

‘I need
g that
radition as

remind this vast gath-

the upholder of
the people against autocracy
in any form, once the war
was over and demobilization of the war

in the s&trongest terms

responsible ministry
wi:h post-war problems
demand we repeated at
begin -nng the last session, and
maidntained
we were told that we were .in
the wrong,
terest demandcd was the postponement
of a gener
after v-dlstnhu ion had been effected.
w prime minister's en-
nceme nt,
the right
The Government’'s Poslition.

As Liberals,

tended that,
cumstances
which the

preserved, no financlal obligation im-

having regard te the cir-
conditions under
Government was

Holland and other of the neutral pow-
ers of Furope; the peoples of Mexico
and of the South American Republics;
the peoples even of Germany and of

with her in the great war; all long
since have bheen accorded this ht.
We alone have had it per stently de-
nied.

Other Issues Beslides the Tarlff.

“Confronted with an indictment so
unanswerable, is there not something
lacking in the vision of the imagina-
tlon of a prime minister when he tells
the people of Canada that the issue of
the election which he has at last been|
compelled to concede is solely that

agement of public affairs
delivered by Mr. Meighen at IL.ondon.

find that all that it purports to say
is that the issue in this election is
not the question of defence, but solely

that the question of defence was the
himself has sought to set aside the

of Canada at the present time and

the medium |
of costly protectionist propaganda, he
may succeed in obscuring or distort-
ing the vision of a portion of the elec-
torate. Let me tell him, however, that
it will take more confusion than he and
his colleagues are capable of creating
by the spoken or printed word to cause
the people to forget the many arbi-
trary and autocratic acts of the Gov-
ernment of which he has been a mem-
ber and of the administration of which
be is today the head.

r Robert|
Borden, elected in 1917, was a War

imagination could euch a clalm be

Meighen. It was from the beglnning a
government without s mandate, with-
out a policy, and is now-a government

Africa, two general elections have been|
heid, In New Zealand, in Australia |
eral elections!
rs ago. Of the| gion hag
allied and associated powers. Belgium| garstandi
France, Italy, tha United States and!

other of the autocratic powers allled |
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proper manner. The fagh neverthelessi

| remains that our country carries today
a mortgage of 3$2,350,000.000, whereas

! ten years ago the load was deemed

 excessive at the relatively small figure
of $340,000,000.
Interest on the Public Debt.
Until the principal of that mortgage
is paid, *he men and women of this
country must carry, in the form of
taxes, directly or indirectiy levied, a

count alone of §140 000 C0. Ten years
ago the burden of taxaiion on account
iof annual interest on the public debt
i amounted only to the sum of $12,500,-
000. When we consider that, ten years
ago, the amount required to be raised
to meet the -total expenditure on gov-
ernment account in all its branches
and departments, including subsidies
to railways and the amount payable as
interest on the public debt, “had never
equalled $123,000.000, and that the
amount now required to be raised in
taxes eolely to meet the interest on
public debt is $17,000.000 in excess of
that amount. we begin to get some
idea of how conditions have changed,
and of the need there is at the present
time for economy and retrenchment in
the outlays of government.

Penslons and Soldiers’ Civil Re-estab-
lishment.

Fallure to meet the Interest on our
public debt would spell insolvency and
bankruptcy for the nation. There is,
however, another charge upon the pub-
llc treasury scarcely less IMurge and
vastly more sacred, from the point of
view of national obligation, than the
interest on the public debt, an obliga-
tion to fail to meet, which would spell
not only insolvency and bankruptey,
but ingratitude and dishonor as well.
This is the charge, amounting at the
present time to some $130,000,000, in
the nature of pensions payable annu-
ally to disabled soldiers and the de-
pendent relatives of those whose lives
were sacrificed in the great war, ana
on account of soldiers’ civil re-estab-
lishment and other outlays ineidental
to whu{ may be termed war veterans'
account. This obligation we are do-
termined at all costs to meet. Re-
member, however, .h is an obligation
which ten years ago had no place in
our public accounts. Remembher, too,
that ifn amount it is an obligation
vaster than the sum expended on all
branches and departments of govern-
ment ten years ago.

The National Railways and Merchant
Marine.

But thls is not the only new obliga-
tion, Since the year 1917, two vast
railway systems have been transferred
from private to public ownership. One
of these transfers that of the Cana-
dian Northern Rail System, was
effected by the Government of Sir Rob-
ert Borden during the period of the
war at a session of Parliament whi
in the nature of an exte
constitutiona which ex
been arranged for on the !
g that no measure of publi
significance apart from immediate war
necessities should
way or the other.

+
h

1ision of

its

be dealt with

The Grand Trunk Railway
the other system to i
taken over in part the

of Sir Re
Mr. Mei

mediz

bert Borde

s Gover

1 and in part

receding wul subsequent to

Mr. \l»m)'»n\ accession to office. In!

both
was high-h nm]m! and arbitrary,
people in neither case havi
sulted on the question of policy

nt,ur_\ In consequence of the
the tariff. In the mind of the prime| tions. I

minister, the tariff may be the Issue. | mention of
i In the mind of the people, howeyv er,
issue is the prime minister and what hn!
{and his colleagues represent of auto-|free from all «
leracy and extravagance in the man-

the |

“I have read with care the speech |
| This
Read it for yourselves, and you willl $

that of the tariff. Who ever suggested |

issue? Who but the prime mlnls:er' h
{ this

momentous questions before the 1)901111\; Par

narrow public discusston down to lhi<[
single issue of-the tariff? Mr \Irlzhon'
{ may believe that, through

j total expenditure on government ¢
count ten years ago. | 5

The Cost of Llving.

“What Is the question of greatest!
concern to the people of Canada? Un-
less I am very much mistaken, men
and women of all classes and from all
parts of our vast Dominlon will tell
you that it is the problem of the cost
of llving, to which, at the present
time, the cost of government is fa
and away the most important con-
tributing factor. In the =solution of
the problem of the cost of llving, the
tariff and its revision is an important !
and far-reaching consideration. It is,
however, but one of many cons idera-
tions, and not less important than the
tariff, in this connection, is the Gov-
ernment by which the tariff is to be
revised.

“In any consideration of the cost of
living and the cost of government, we
! must begin with conditions as we find
| them. The Canada of today is
ferent from the Canada of the vears
prior to the war. The problems of
government, as a consequence, are also
different, and in almost every particu-
lar more difficult as well,* The affairs
of & nation resembls those of a house-
hold, in that what may or may not be
done depends primarily upon what is
owed and what is owned. Whera 1i ttle
Is owed and much is owned many
things are possible, Where, however,
much is owed, until outstanding obl ga-
tions are adequately met or cared for,
the uses to which actual or potential
wealth may be put are necessarily
circumscribed.

Our National Obligations,

Ten years ago, the national debt of
Canada amounted to some 340 millions
of dollars. Today the national debt of
our country is not in the millions, but
in the billions. It has reached the
colossal figure of two billlons threo
hundred end fifty millions of dollars
($2,350,000,000).

Let us immediately concede that ap-
proximately two billions ($2,000,000,000)
of this debt has been due to the war
and conditions ‘arising out of the war.
TLet us also immediately concede that,
with respect to every dollar of war ex-
penditure honestly and legitimately in-
curred, not a word of exception can be
taken by any man or woman in this
country. In estimating the price at
which our freedom has been main-
tained @nd our liberties have been

posed on our own or succeeding gen-
erations can aever equal or compensate
the extent of the sacrifice as meas-
ured in terms of human lives, Let us

forget for the moment all there has
g and retaining office, after
Borden and many

| loans to the provi

been of unnecessary expenditure, of

colleagnes had realgned, was the act|sume that all has been spent in a just
of a usurper and, 2s such, was whony cnd & good cause and in a right and

wasie, and extravagance. Let us u-l

volved, and even I‘rll\unm he
been denied the right o
discussion as to the met}
of acquisition.

For the moment I shall speak only
of the annual charges upof the tre:

full and

acquisi
uin from mal
olossal amounts wl

would hav
tems to be

were the

JLast year the «
government-owned ar
ways amounted to some 2

r the deficit had reach
now taken for

come it
of po g:p 1v

ment

to vote on accc

ment
way
Ten the
count of railways and
$38,000,000. Here is an add
nual burden upon the s
Canadian people of $12
again considerabl

and canals t

ears

yulders ¢
000,000, a

c of

Y in

ac-

Having grown accustomed to talking|
in millions, let us now look what, as
iti we are expected this

to the federal treasury in|
form of tax Omitting some|
335,000,000 voted on soldiers’ land settle-
ment account, which I have also not
included in speaking of war veterans'
account, and some $11,500,000

on hou ac-
count, both of which amounts are
classed as advances to be subsequently
repaid, the total amounts voted for
expenditure during the fiscal year

March 31, 1921, to March 31, 1922, was! e:

over $550,000,000. The census will not|
be complete until the end of the present
year. We are therefore unable to say
just what at the pres

population of Cana

1
t time the total

la may be. I greatl;
fear that it will be foumd to-be mds—r/i
rather than ove nine mil
popularly supposed. Assume, howeves:,
that it should be nine millions; !.mv
would make the taxation for federa

purposes alone equal to something ov er|

$62 per head of the population. Wihen, 1]

however; it is realized how (,onsxd‘srgn'l,
is that portion of the population de-|
pendent on those who direct ly -or u.-|
“directly must carry the burden of taxa~
tion, we soon dtscover that the faverage
load of the individual taxpayver, is con-
siderably beyond this amount. For the|
family of five the average of (a\.xtmn‘
would exceed $310. This is fbr federal!
purposes alone. When you, add the
amounts to be collected for taxati on on|
provincial and municipal aocounts, you

have said when I spoke of the cost of |
government as being theg mos im-
portant of all the causes at present
contributing to the high, cost of living. |

Women’s Interests; In State. '

Let me at this po#nt address my-|tion for fede
self more particularly 2o the women of | something like $310 per family of f
our country. With fhe exception of|Have you ever i
some, who on grounds of natural ization| difference of th:
are still being arbitrarily di sfranchised, in the str 1
Yyou are today in thye same position as{family 1life? To one (mul\
the men in the exeacises of the rights come to mean the differe
m\m-mh'p of and a mortgag
hom
tween comfort and
the head of many a
the difference between
against accident, si
and the inability to make this
i for those most loved. In
ness or misfortune, from
homes are ever exempt, it may mean ;
the difference between
attention which restore
inability to make the provisi

of the franchise, Which means the se-
lection of those jwho are to be 1n-1
trusteq with the/ making of the na-|
tion’s laws and eontrol of government
in our land. It /may seem to you that
the all-importang questions of national
fihance, especladly such as pertain to
the ownership and operations of rail-

ways and the pmerchant marine; the re-
vision of the Aariff, military, naval and|
police experaiture, and to inter-im-
perial and international relations, are
so far remasved from the orbit of your
accustomed; thought that they are, so
to speak, beyond you. Do not be sur-
prised if wou have a feeling of the kind.
There is (not one man in a thousand in
our country who, were he to speak
his ming. honestly, would not say that
he shapves that feeling in constderable
measurre. The truth is, the problems of'
goverrement today have become so vasn‘
that ft is exceedingly difficult to ﬂnd
the en or the women who possess

burden of debt on aunual interest ac- |

for waste and extravagance.

In such circumstances, commonsense,
| not less than the national interest, de-
mands a very obvious course; it is the
| course which every man in the manage-
'ment of his own financial affairs, every
business and financial concern in the
management of its affairs, after a time|
iof crisis, would adopt; and that is to!

‘ part of those who are responsible
|
{
|
{
|

ventory. above zll an® independent !
taudit. This, I submit, can onl® be ex-
rected and effected in »ur national
jaff;lirs by a government which has had

{ which inquiry is to be made; in other
'words, by an entirely new administra- |
! tion.
1 The Closure Applied.
|  When, at the last session of Parlia-
i ment, with respect to proposed addi- |
1tional expenditures on the merchant
marine, the Opposition made a deter-
'minf‘rl effort to elicit information which
?wm)hl disclose the waste and follr of |
. gome of the transactions in connection
! with that enterprise, all oppoxtumty
{ Was SUmMMATILY ended by the appac
ftion of the closure. An hour or two
imu*lier the closure had bzen applied |
| with respect to the voting of a sixtn |
| of the total supply for the prese nt |
| vear, without discussion or debate of |
lany kind having b2en permitted. This |
was the manner in which the new,
| prime minister met the Houze of Com-
[ mons in committee of supply for the
{ first time after accession to the
| premiership. Noth so arbitrary or

| of supply has ever before been at-
tempted in the Parliament of Canada: |
{ there might as well have been no
| Commons to guard the public treas- :
—_— - jury. It is well that the people of Can- !
The Liberal leader, Hon. W. L. Mac kenzie King, who opened his Ontario | ada should understand just how far |

campaign at a monster meeting in Toro nto 1 night, emphasizing especially | Mr. Meighen's Government has gone in ;¢
his tariff policy. ! this matter, and how far he may b2 |

¢

expected to go if
—— i forded.

{  The management and operation of |
M : > s | the National Railways and the Gov- |
The Real Alms Of Ta rl ff ReUlSlon ' ernment marchant marine have been |
= | placed by the Government under alé&

As Set Forth By Ll be raz Leade r board of directors, the membars of ‘

which are all the Government’'s own
| appointees, and, as was to be expected,

with the possible exception of the
| Geputy minister of railways and canals,
| whose relation to the bhoard 1s vii-

opportunity is aft-

PEAKING at Toronto last night, Hen. Mackenzie King thus stated
S the position of Liberals in regard to the tariff:

There need be no mistaking the position of the Liberal party as tually nominal, all immediate and close |
respects the tariff. 1t regards the tarlff not as an end in itself, but as a | friends of the Administration. By
means to an end. That end, according to Liberal policy, is threefsld, statut the members of the board of |
and is to be effected not by abolition of the tariff but by its revision. Girectors of the National Railways are |

ist. Its revision for purposes of revenue; this to be accomplished by freed from personal liability with re-
making sucin revisions s are required 1o give greater effectiveness to spect to matters arising out of the
the tariff, as one of the means of raising the revenues necessary to carry management and operation of the
on the government of the cocuntry. ' roads.

2nd. Its revision for purposes of increase of production; this to be One would assume that, under cir-

accomplished by facilitating more extended development of the indus-
tries based on the great natural resources of our country—agriculture,
mining, lumbering and fishing—by making the necessary instruments
and implements of production available where porsibie at lessened cost.
3rd. Its revision for purposes of decrease of .he cost of living: this 11e
to be accomplished through rencering possible increased producslon in sponsibility their trust Mr. |
the manner already described, and by making certain of the necessaries “Teighen and \gites, Ne
of |ife availabls Be 1 Fave taken the position that, having
In other words, the Liberal r,o!xcy s that of a tariff for revenue, in ransferred to this board of directors
the intzresis oi i Cers ana cousuiners; not a tariff in the interests of control af the National Railways and
combines, monopolies, trusts and mer gers, such as a tariff based primarily Government raerchant marine they
& & < s all but arta he. 2 s S * o ’ gt = T
on the rr;ncq’)l of protection is al!l but certain to be the memb-rs of the boar are free to !

nces of the kind, the people’'s
ntatives in Parliament would
entitled to the fullest information
to the manner in which these g |
men, freed from all personal re-

e,

he people at lessene

almost im- |t

he method of 1gquisition |

and terms|

people in all out of directors, which, of
ple. al ut- ;

000,600y moneys ready publicly known;
of thjat second part of

svhich the
carried on. i1

llions, as i‘tnx needs that the Lii
) its appeal
the happiness, contentment
contentment ¢

| tion Happin
prosperity are not neces

lof privation that all of us have
will begin to see the truth of what Ilm some measure been
account of the cost of goverr

for children the difference between
higher education and the starting of
life with a permanent handicap. To co
some individuals it may mean a littl
more than the loss of social enjoy-j country stands in the matter of its
ments or accustomed pleasures;
most, however, save those of more, the wherewithal to meet them. No
than average wealth, it is likely m‘ one wili ever know so jong as con-
the §natural abdlity and training to mean privation in somel measure, and] cealment is rendered possible on the

e expend the' appropriatior made by

Parliament on railway and n hant

N o ma Iship and poss ot marine in suci manner as
-wane bL>st, and that, with

whom these
the peopl
oor of I
iformation

il Economy and Retrenchment Not To
in public| Be Expected From War-Time
| Government.

on the iment

be entitled tg |

A New Family Compact.
have, on the one side, a small
f the Government's own fri

- . S A : £ ising uvrx‘;».!vh- control in the ex- |
= s nditure of millions upon mill
€ lem “" o = = blic funds, and exempted by

i ¢ Y an ? SR . rom personal liability in the manner

described. And you have, on the other, |
—he n may During the period of the war some tpe small group comprising the (
e ns 1 ire ] two  Lillior s were loaned to ernment self, the few men who ex-
€ 1 ca e poli 1 control, shielding

‘ ) F = \ the possibility of any |
d into be v ha - exposure on ®oor of P’arliament in !
es 1 the matter of t se vast transactions, |
y . ( : nd denying to the represe tives .of
escg After he le whose money b:ing

i

tion

he right to inf

1 . i the I 1d amount of expenditur 1
<1 1 and the methods adopted in connection!

! therewith. The situation is so ex

that it seems altogether unhelie

and yet 1 have stated the exa
I venture to say that
be found

How Baneiul Combination Works out in

Practice.
T« Ilustrate how this baneful
bination works out in 1al

t me give one or tw ~‘\“m"'
preceedings in the la
1it.  In ihe cours
the Opposition
érnment to inform Pe
rnames of the membe
tors of the Car
Railw and also whe i
i 1} gentlemen were directors of
cther important indu concerns; |
and if so, the names ¥ concerns |
in question. With re the

part of the question,
ame

of di

fact

the

*ount

nd that, as a con-

00 great super- replied giving the

be

les and Uf.nc:essary Cargo.
ond. point 1 wish to
f the

vernment replied

mention

ortionately

o0

1ently the Government
asked whether any insurance had n;
placed upon the props * the Gov-
ernment-owned railwn i
through v

1ies ‘and to what
i extent was information
to which the people's representatives
in Parliament had reason to believe;
they were justily entitled. It was not
information the disclosure of which!
could possibly prejudice the govern-:
ment roads in competition with those '
of private companies. The Govern-
ment's reply was as follows: Here are
the exact words:

““The department has no returns
in Its record showing information

1t con

is  sure

The Concern of Liberalism,
It i in the name of the

me and|
makes
in this coun-|
We do this in the belief i

|
to

all

ty of our homes

with reat wealth or ar ! asked for, These are transactions
idee were the truth - in- which are carri®d on by the Can-
are more frequently a casioned their appoint-,  adian National Railways as an
happiness than of :“‘”j where they incorporated company.”

the other hand, if in Canada today The Government was asked a similar
serves only to thwart 1ecessary cargo question with respect to the purchase
higher aspirations and acles which aad | of coal, as to the relative amounts pur-
mén: of human lives cost of L(n\_'l',!:!ll/ﬂ'_ chased in United St and Canada;

removed so lor

as, with respect to the calling for tenders
remains., Nor, in the loading and unioading of cargoes
say elimin: f un-| for the mer

ged to
ment as|,

nt marine; with respe

2 { pecessary or duplicated long | to the purchase of cars and other roll
has madp self felt through i=2 faq - DREY Y I other rolling
ok St : I &5 stock and supgplies for the railwavs
greatly cost of liv I T6-1 hubitiont e e e t p 1 e
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Coming to the Tariff.
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