
FOUR
! proper manner. The fact nevertheless| 
remains that our country carries today I 
a mortgage of $2,350,000.000, whereas|

I ten years ago the load was deemed| 
. excessive at the relatively small figure | 

of $340,000,000.
Interest on the Public Debt.

Until the principal of that mortgage j 
is paid, the men and women of this, 
country must carry, in the form of j 
taxes, directly or indirecte- levied, a 
burden of debt on annual interest ac-• 
count alone of $140 000 €00. Ten years 
ago the burden of taxation on account 
of annual interest on the public debt

part of those who are responsible important industrial enterprise the You. I trust, will see reasons equals 
for waste and extravagance. business of which related to what in strong why. though important. th
In such circumstances, commonsense, the nature of supplies, equipment or tariff should, in the public interest, b 

not less than the national interest, de- insurance might be required by the regarded as only one of the issues 3KING DECLARES MEIGHEN 
CANNOT HIDE GOVERNMENT 
FAULTS BY TARIFF TALK

mands a very obvious course; it is the government railways and merchant this time. (
course which every man in the manage- marine, and that some of these gentle- Mr. Meighen is very aggressive in h 
ment of his own financial affairs every men were directors of a considerable attitude towards ail who do not expres 

I business and financial concern in the number of such companies, (their views on the tariff in languag
management of its affairs, after a time I Insurance and Other Contracts. | identical to his own. In his first pul 

of crisis, would adopt; and that is to 1 With respect to insurance, it was He address after he became prime min 
have a strict accounting, a fresh in- shown, for example, that the railway ister, he spoke of those who did no 
ventory, above ail an' independent properties had been insured to the ex- see eye to eye with him as Bolshevist 
audit. This, I submit, can only be ex- tent of over $140.000,000, of which under and nation wreckers. Not only did n 
pected and effected in our national . $33.000.000 had been placed in the com- • thus divide the citizens of the Dominio 
affairs by a government which has had pany s insurance fund and $108,000,000 into th two categories of the sane an no part or parcel  in the matters into 1 with insurance companies. With re- the cemented, but k further classine

Iwhich inquiry is to be made; in other
;words, by an entirely new administra-I practically the whole had been placed 

with one company, which did as it 
thought best with respect to re-insuring 
with other companies. This insurance, 
of course, was all paid for in advance.

: __________! •

Leader of the Liberal Party 
Addresses Big Rally of 

West York Voters.

foreign to the spirit of our constitu­
tion and of our time.

"I need not remind this gathering amounted only to the sum of $12,500,- 
000. When we consider that, ten years spect to the $108,000,000 placed with them as protectionists or free traders, 

insurance companies, it was shown that those who viewed the tariff as he did b« 
ing, of course, in the protectionist and 
sane category, and all others in the free 
trade and demented category. 1

Speaking here in Toronto some little 
time later, the prime minister enlarged

that the Government of Sir Robert 
Borden, elected in 1917, was a War 
Government chosen, for war purposes 
only, that it was a government com­
posed ostensibly of members of both

ago, the amount required to be raised 
to meet the -total expenditure on gov­
ernment account in all its branches 
and departments, including subsidies 
to railways and the amount payable as 
interest on the public debt, had never 
equalled $123,000.000, and that the 
amount now required to be raised in 
taxes solely to meet the Interest on 
public debt is $17,000.000 in excess of 
that amount, we begin to get some 
idea of how conditions have changed, 
and of the need there is at the present 
time for economy and retrenchment in 
the outlays of government.
Pensions and Soldiers’ Civil Re-estab­

lishment.
Failure to meet the interest on our 

public debt would spell insolvency and 
bankruptcy for the nation. There is,

!tion.
The Closure Applied.

;When, at the last session of Parlia- 
iment, with respect to proposed addi­
tional expenditures on the merchant 
marine, the Opposition made a deter­
mined effort to elicit information which 
would disclose the waste and folle of 

some of the transactions in connection 
with that enterprise, all opportunity

|was summarily ended by Ine appaca- 
j tion of the closure. An hour or two

BURDEN OF TAXATION
TOO HEAVY AT PRESENT

political parties. By no stretch of the 
imagination could such a claim be 
made for the Government of Mr. 
Meighen. It was from the beginning a 
government without a mandate, with­
out a policy, and is now a government 
without a friend. This is the govern­
ment which, battered and bandaged, 
with new splints and props freshly-ap­
plied, now comes before the people 
seeking an expression of their confi- 
dence. It is true that it has watted 
until it could wait no longer to take 
the step. Now that, to save complete 
dismemberment, the step has been
taken. It is for the people to say 
whether, as regards the future, they 
will place their confidence In a gov­
ernment which, through the whole of 
its past, has had no confidence in 
them.

The investigation further dis- somewhat on this attitude. He said 
that in his beii . a uld
framed only on one of two principle^ 
the protectionist principle or the fret 
trade principle. Referring to myself all

closed that two of the members of 
the board of directors of the 
government railways were also 
directors of the assurance com­
pany with which the bulk of the 
$108,000,000 of insurance had been 
placed.

Government Accustomed To 
Spending People’s Money 

In Millions.

! leader of the Lib ral party, he said that 
jMr. King could not be got to say 01 
j which of these principles he stood; aearlier the closure had been applied., If you look at thc printed report of tariff on the protectionist principle

with respect to the voting of a sixth the proceedings and evidence before the1 
of the total supply for the present committee on Canadian National Rail-
year, without discussion or debate of ways and shipping, a copy of which I Bested ,. or 2nd over coin until
any kind having been permitted. This have in my hands you win see that withies n Pan. and ove T (ingintpoin?
was the manner in which the new :respect to equipment ordered for 1918.1 that all tall about a tariff based onprime minister met the House of Com 1013 and 1320 delivery contracts L vtraced
mons in committee of supply for the | cars to the amount of nearly $12,000,000:  surdity since fre . trade imply ir - in its 
first time after his accession to the were given to one company in Nova1 X mlns 1

or 4 
Thistariff on the free trade principle.

somewhat ingenious statement was re
PEOPLE MUST HAVE

CONTROL OF AFFAIRS

Friends of the Party in Power 
Have Things Very Much 

Their Own Way,

on

however, another charge upon the pub- •
lic treasury scarcely less large and very nature and essence the absence 

all tariff, a tariff based on tree trade 
principles was a contradiction in terms.

It is not to be supposed that this 
truth was not already known to the

vastly more sacred, from the point of 
view of national obligation, than the 
Interest on the public debt, an obliga­
tion to fail to meet, which would spell 
not only Insolvency and bankruptcy, 
but Ingratitude and dishonor as well. 
This is the charge, amounting at the 
present time to some $130,000,000, in 
the nature of pensions payable annu­
ally to disabled soldiers and the de­
pendent relatives of those whose lives 
were sacrificed in the great war, and 
on account of soldiers’ civil re-estab­
lishment and other outlays incidental 
to what may be termed war veterans' 
account. This obligation we are de­
termined at all costs to meet. Re­
member, however, it is an obligation 
which ten years ago had no place in 
our public accounts. Remember, too, 
that in amount it is an obligation 
vaster than the sum expended on all 
branches and departments of govern­
ment ten years ago.
The National Railways and Merchant 

Marine.
But this is not the only new obliga­

tion. Since the year 1917, two vast 
railway systems have been transferred 
from private to public ownership. One 
of these transfers that of the Cana­
dian Northern Railway System. was 
effected by the Government of Sir Rob­
ert Borden during the period of the 
war at a session of Parliament which 
was in the nature of an extension of 
its constitutional term, which exten­
sion had been arranged for on the un­
derstanding that no measure of public 
significance apart from immediate war 
necessities should be dealt with one 
way or the other.

The Grand Trunk Railway system, 
the other system to be acquired, was 
taken over in part by the Government 
of Sir Robert Borden and in part by 
Mr. Meighen's Government almost im­
mediately preceding and subsequent to 
Mr. Meighen's accession to office. In 
both cases the method of acquisition 
was high-handed and arbitrary, the 
people in neither case having been con- 
suited on the question of policy in­
volved. and even Parliament having 
been denied the right of full and free 
discussion as to the method and terms 
of acquisition.

For the moment I shall speak only 
of the annual charges upon the treas- 
ury in consequence of these acquisi­
tions. I shall refrain from making 
mention of the colossal amounts which 
would have to be paid were these sys­
tems to become the property of Canada 
free from all outstanding obligations. 
Last year the deficit on account of

premiership. Nothing so arbitrary or Scotia, and contacts for locomotives to! 
high-handed with respect to the voting j the amount of nearly $8,000,000 to one
of supply has ever before been at­
tempted in the Parliament of Canada: 

there might as well have been no

company here in Ontario. Reference 
to the list of the board of directors of 
the Canadian National Railways dis-

Canada is Alone.
"As evidencing Mr. Meighen’s little re. 

gard for the rights or the will of the 
people, this it would seem Is an ap- 
propriate moment to remind the elec­
tors of Canada that the right to a 
general election has been denied the 
citizens of our country for a period 
longer than has obtained in the 
United Kingdom or in any of the self- 
governing dominions of the British 
Empire; longer than has obtained in 
any of the countries of the Allied and 
Associated Powers, with the exception 
only of Russia; longer than has obtained 
in neutral countries, or even in former 
enemy countries. In all parts of the 
world where government is supposed 
to be carried on by the will of the 
governed, the people, with the excep­
tion only of Canada, have long since 
been accorded the right of choosing a 
parliament representative of the popu­
lar will to deal with post-war prob­
lems and policies. We alone have still 
to exercise that right.

"In Great Britain, a general election 
was held almost immediately after 
the signing of the armistice. In South 
Africa, two general elections have been 
held. In New Zealand, in Australia 
and Newfoundland, general elections 
were held over two years ago. Of the 
allied and associated powers. Belgium 
France, Italy, the United States and 
Japan, have all had their general elec­
tions since the war. The peoples of 
Holland and other of the neutral pow­
ers of Europe; the peoples of Mexico 
and of the South American Republics; 
the peoples even of Germany and of 
other of the autocratic powers allied 
with her In the great war; all long 
since have been accorded this right. 
We alone have had it persistently de­
nied.

Other Issues Besides the Tariff.
"Confronted with an indictment so 

unanswerable, is there not something 
lacking in the vision of the imagina­
tion of a prime minister when he tells 
the people of Canada that the issue of 
the election which he has at last been 
compelled to concede is solely that of 
the tariff. In the mind of the prime 
minister, the tariff may be the issue. 
In the mind of the people, however, the 
issue is the prime minister and what he 
and his colleagues represent of auto­
cracy and extravagance in the man­
agement of public affairs.

prime minister himself, or that it was 
without design that he sought and still 
seeks to make the issue one of protec-

Commons to guard the public treas- ; closes that one of the directors is a
ury. It is well that the people of Can-

The Liberal leader, Hon. W. L. Mac kenzie King, who opened his Ontario, a da should understand just how far 
campaign at a monster meeting in Toro into last night, emphasizing especially | Mr. Meighen's Government has gone in i 
his tariff policy. this matter, and how far he may be

; director of the Nova Scotia company 
to which 1 have referred and that an-TORONTO, Sept. 30.— "The Liberal, 

policy is that of a tariff for revenue, in 
the interests of producers and con­
sumers, not a tariff in the Interests of 
combines, monopolies, trusts and mer- 
gers, such as a, tariff based primarily 
on the principle of protection is all but 
certain to be."

Thus did Hon. Wm. L. Mackenzie 
King, Liberal leader, summarize the 
position of his party on the tariff ques­
tion at a great meeting held in West 
Toronto tonight, and which marked the 
opening of the Liberal general election 
campaign in this province.

Forced Into Election.
The Liberal leader claimed that 

Premier Meighen had been forced into 
declaring a federal election because the 
press supporting the Government had 
broken into open rebellion against his 
administration holding on to office any 
longer.

Mr. King maintained that the prime 
minister sought to narrow the issue 
down to that of the tariff. "But let me 
tell him," he continued, "that it will 
take more confusion than he and his 
colleagues are capable of creating by 
spoken or printed word to cause the 
people to forget the many arbitrary and 
autocratic acts of his Government.”

Strongly Condemned.
Strong condemnation of the Govern­

ment’s attitude in refusing Information 
to Parliament respecting expenditures 
on the government railways and mer­
chant marine was voiced by the Liberal 
leader.

He urged the forces of Liberalism to 
unite and fight the common foe, hot to 
be divided between those who wished 
to go to extremes in the matter of gov­
ernment, and those who choose to go 
more slowly towards a higher and bet­
ter economic order. He said it would 
be a mistake for each to go their own 
gait now and unite after the elections. 
The country Is tired and disgusted with 
coalitions. There must be a united 
party In support of Liberalism in its 
highest and truest sense.

Replies to Premier.
Referring to the challenge made by 

Premier Meighen in his London, Ont., 
speech that Mr. King definitely state 
his position in relation to the platform 
adopted by the Liberal party convention 

<In 1919, Mr. King replied by quoting 
from his speech on that occasion. It 
was that he regarded that platform of 
principles and policies as a chart upon 
which was plotted the course it was de­
sired the party should take and that 
in seeking to discharge the duties of 
his office he would rely on the counsel 
and advice of those who were outstand­
ing in the ranks of the party.

Position of the Liberal Party.
"May I say just one word of a per­

sonal character," began Mr. King. "We 
are delighted to have with us tonight 
the Hon. W. 6. Fielding. May I not 
rather say our province is greatly hon­
ored in once again having him as a 
guest in its capital city. I know you 
will agree with me when I affirm that 
no man in public life in Canada is held 
in higher esteem than Mr. Fielding. Ko 
man in public life has given to the af­
fairs of our country a wider measure of 
disinterested and distinguished public 
service. Were it possible so to do, I 
should like to take advantage of this 
occasion to acknowledge something of 
what I feel I owe to his whole-hearted, 
chivalrous and constant co-operation, 
both in and out of Parliament, and 
publicly to thank him for it.

Why Dissolution of Parliament Is 
Imminent.

"Now let me come to the question 
which I asked a moment ago. What 
were the circumstances which caused 
the prime minister, in so short a space 
of time, to change his mind with re­
spect to an early dissolution of Parlia- 
ment? Were the truth known, it would 
be found that, having held on to power 
against the will of the people to the 
point at which his own party press 
had broken out into open rebellion, and 
the shattered remnants of his following 
could no longer be relied upon to give 
him support in the House of Com­
mons. he preferred the defeat of his 
Government in the country to its de­
feat in Parliament; he preferred to 
appear before the people as a prime 
minister holding office rather than as 
a prime minister who, in office, had 
suffered defeat.

"I need not remind this vast gath­
ering that the Liberal party, true to 
its tradition as the upholder of the 
rights of the people against autocracy 
or privilege tn any form, once the war 
was over and demobilization of the war 
forces effected, consistently and per­
sistently advocated the right of the 
people to a general election. At the 
opening of Parliament two sessions 
ago, we urged in the strongest terme 
the people's right to a representative 
parliament and a responsible ministry 
tn deal with post-war problems and 
policies. This demand we repeated at 
the beginning of the last session, and 
maintained throughout. On ail .oc­
casions, we were told that we were in 
the wrong, that what the public in­
terest demanded was the postponement 
of a general election, at least until 
after redistribution had been effected. 
In view of the prime minister's en- 
nouncement, who. may 1 ask, was in 
the right and who in the wrong?

The Government's Position.
As Liberals, we have all along con­

tended that, having regard to the cir­
cumstances and conditions under 
which the Unionist Government was

tion versus free trade. He knows very 
well that, no matter what views men 

referred. One might go on to cite and women may held theoretically or 
contract after contract, for coal, for’the respective merits of free trade and 
lumber, for supplies of a dozen different protection, no government charged with 
kinds, for loading and unloading of the duty of administrating the nation’s

other of the directors is a director of 
the Ontario company to which 1 have

expected to go if opportunity is af­
forded.

The management and operation of 
the National Railways and the Gov­
ernment marchant marine have been 

|placed by the Government under a 
board of directors, the members of 

which are all the Government’s own 
! appointées, and, as was to be expected.

The Real Aims of Tariff Revision 
As Set Forth By Liberal Leader

affairs would find the abolition of all 
tariffs under existing conditions either.

cars and vessels, all of which have 
gone to companies of which directors 
of the National Railways are also the 
officers or directors. So far as we have prime minister's purpose was and is 

been able to ascertain, these contracts'that of making the issue one of ex- 
have been awarded for the most part tremes, in the hope that the course that 
without tenders having been called for. avoids extremes may be overlooked al- 
Contracts for the construction of sixty- together

wise, patriotic or possible. No, the

|with the possible exception of the| 
|deputy minister of railways and canals,|PEAKING at Toronto last night, Hon. Mackenzie King thus stated 

5 the position of Liberals in regard to the tariff:
N There need be no mistaking the position of the Liberal party as 
respects the tariff. It regards the tariff not as an end in itself, but as a 
means to an end. That end. according to Liberal policy, is threefold, 
and is to be effected not by abolition of the tariff but by its revision.

1st. Its revision for purposes of revenue; this to be accomplished by 
making such revisions as are required to give greater effectiveness to 
the tariff, as one of the means of raising the revenues necessary to carry 
on the government of the country.

2nd. Its revision for purposes of increase of production; this to be 
accomplished by facilitating more extended development of the indus­
tries based on the great natural resources of pur country—agriculture, 
mining, lumbering and fishing—by making the necessary instruments 
and implements of production available where possible at lessened cost.

3rd. Its revision for purposes of decrease of the cost of living: this 
to be accomplished through rendering possible increased production in 
the manner already described, and by making certain of the necessaries 
of life available to the people at lessened cost.

In other words, the Liberal policy is that of a tariff for revenue, in 
the interests Or producers and consumers; not a tariff in the interests of 
combines, monopolies, trusts and mer gers, such as a tariff based primarily 
on the principle of protection Is all but certain to be.

j whose relation to the board is viï-!
odd vessels, now a part of the govern- That course, need I tell this audience, 
ment merchant marine, were all award-is not a possible tariff based on the 
ed without a single tender having been principle of protection, nor an impos:- 

I called for. ! sible tariff based on the principle ov
Let me make my position perfectly free trade; but a tariff based on the 

principle of revenue so framed as to

tually nominal, all immediate and close 
| friends of the Administration. By
■statute, the members of the board of
|directors of the National Railways are:
freed from personal liabilitywithre- 
spect to matters arising out of the clear. 1 am making no charges against! 

i management and operation of the the companies concerned, nor do I wish ;
I roads to be considered
| One would assume that, under cir- | directly or indirectly, upon the integrity ! 
cumstances of the kind the people’s |of any of the directors concerned. T* - * SC E 1 the Government that [; representatives in Parliament would the Government that 1

cti either |avoid, under conditions as they exist in 
as re es IDE, et et Canada today, the evils of a policy 

It is ' which would have regard only or main- 
am concerned |13 for protection, and the shortcomings 

with, and the manner in which it has I of a policy which would have regard 
been conducting the public business ofbe entitled to the fullest information 

as to the manner in which these gen- 
,tlemen, freed from all personal re- 
1sponsibility, exercise their trust. Mr.

I only or mainly for free trade. 1
It Is for the principle of a tariff I 

for revenue that the Liberal party 1 
has stood in bygone years; It Is| 
for that principle the Liberal party I 
stands today, and it is for the prin-1 
ciple of a tariff for revenue that the I 
Liberal party will continue to stand 
if returned to power in the present ( 
contest.
Let me tell Mr. Meighen that, while 

it is impossible. to have an issue be- 
tween a tariff based on the principle of 
protection and a tariff based upon the 
principle of free trade, it is not impos- 
sible to have an issue on a tariff prim- 
arily for revenue as against a tariff 
primarily for protection; and that upon 
this issue we are prepared to fight, 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Mr. Fielding 
fought in 1896, and with expectations of 
a like return of prosperity and stability, 
in matters industrial and commercial, 
should our policy be vindicated at the 
polls.1

Having invited me to say "Yes" one 
"No" in one impossible position, and 
having for obvious reasons failed in that 
effort, Mr. Meighen now, for reasons

Ithis country. The Government must 
take the responsibility for its own ap-
pointments, and the system it has de-Meighen and his colleagues, nowever, 1 € , 11: 3:2.

rave taken the position that having INational Hauwaya * contend tits
I transferred to this board of directors .14 1 , , .. :1:221 1 I 1 i apart altogether from the possibility of
; control of the National Railways and ! fraud or dishonesty in any of the trans- 
Government merchant marine, they, acions I have mentioned there is dis- 
the members of the board, are free to closed such an interlocking of director-

, expend the appropriations made by latest is Sufficient connlatal to dis T 1: ., , , rates as sunnlent completely CIS-Parliament on railway and merchant

acions I have mentioned, there is dis­

credit the Government's whole method
same to many hardship and possibly actual marine account in such manner as of dealing with these vast public enter- 

they think b -st, and that, with respect|
cope with them, and who at the
time are prepared to make the inevit-1 
able sacrifices of time and means and 
health which participation in public 
life Involves.

In one particular, however, an un-

Economy and Retrenchment Not
prises. A member of Parliament whoto how and to whom these expendi-To accepts a Government contract is sup-tures are made, the people's repre-Be Expected From War-Time 

- Government.
I might quote many reasons why it 

is useless to expect economy or re-

, , posed to lose his seat in the House of
sentatives on the floor of Parliament | Commons, as having lost his independ- 

are not to be entitled to information Fence. An official connected with any
A New Family Compact. of the departments of Government, whoderstanding of the significance of all 

these problems is brought home in a
You have, on the one side, a small Iat the same time was a director of a 

group of the Government’s own friends company obtaining contracts from his 
department of the Government would"

trenchment from any government of
: which the present prime minister is 

I shall mention only two. exercising complete control in the ex­
penditure of millions upon millions of 
public funds, and exempted by statute

very real way. Sooner or later it is 
discovered that every one of the m af-1 
fects our individual incomes and the 
family budget. Do not be misled into 
believing that, because taxation may 
be indirect instead of direct, you are 
thereby escaping carrying part of the: 
load of the cost of government. Do 
not be led into believing that because 
only incomes above a certain amount 
are taxed, persons whose incomes are 
less than this amount escape altogether 
carrying part of the burden of direct 
taxation. If your landlord, in conse- 
quence of the increased amount of in- 
come tax. yields to the temptation to 
raise your rent, that he may get from!

the head.
be instantly dismissed from the service. 

Commenting on this amazing situa-
They are, however, so obvious that their
unanswerable force will be quickly 
preciated by you.

ap- from personal liability in the manner tion on the floor of Parliament, I ven-
: described. And you have, on the other, tured to express the opinion that our

During the period of the war some the small group comprising the Gov- country’s affairs were not being con-
two billions of dollars were loaned to ernment itself, the few men who ex-!trolled by the people of Canada through
the Government and spent by the Gov- ercise political control, shielding their their duly elected representatives in 
ernment of which the Rt. Hon Mr. friends from the possibility of any accordance with any true theory of re- 
Meighen was a member, and which he exposure on the •oor of Parliament in sponsible government, but that the 
claims was to all intents and purposes the matter of these vast transactions, existing control was that of a baneful 
the Government of which he is the and den>ing to the representatives of combination of political autocrats and

equally obvious, invites me to say "Y 
or "No" in another position equally, 

industrial plutocrats, who working to- possible. Laughable as it may apgovernment-owned and operated rail-
"I have read with care the speech 

delivered by Mr. Meighen at London. 
Read it for yourselves, and you will 
find that all that it purports to say 
is that the issue in this election is 
not the question of defence, but solely Sir Joseph Flavelle has 
that of the tariff. Who ever suggested 
that the question of defence was the 
issue? Who but the prime minister 
himself has sought to set aside the

present head. After all. human nature the people whose money is being ex -ways amounted to some $50,000,000. 
This year the deficit had reached some 
$70,000,000. It is now taken for granted 
that the deficit for the coming year 
will be in the vicinity of $100,000,000.

he now asks me to answer "Yespended the right to information as together and playing into each othersis numan nature. You cannot over a
period of y ears grow accustomed to the nature and amount of expenditure i hands. the one for the sake of a mon- "No" to a question which, according to 
spending millions and billions of dol- and the methods adopted in connection opoly of industrial control, the other for ,his own statement would not permit off 
lars without coming to find it exceed- therewith. The situation is so extreme the sake of a monopoly of political con- either answer, without, at the some times 

rendering me in public opinion unfit, all 
he says, for power. Let me read the

that it seems altogether unbelievable, trol. were bringing this country to theingly difficult to think in terms of 
In pre-prohi-

warned the and yet 1 have stated the exact posi- verge of bankruptcy. I wish to repeatnation that for a period of years to 
come it may expect recurring deficits from aim, you, not he, are carrying 
of possibly even greater amounts. Berthe burden of direct taxation. If you 
this as it may, at this year’s session 
Parliament was asked by the Govern-

hundreds and thousands.you something that has been exacted
tion. I venture to say that nothing that statement tonight, and to say that, 
comparable to it will be found in any in the breaking of that combination and 
free country under the sun. a full return to constituencies and re-
How Baneful Combination Works Out in sponsible government, as respecte all 

Practice matters of public administration, lies
To illustrate how this baneful com-the first necessary step in the solution 

It is bination works out in actual practice, of the railway or ans other pro am 
not unnatural that the prime minister let me give one or two examples from with which Canada, is faced at the 
and his minister of militia and his proceedings in the last session of Par- 
minister of marine, and. for that mat- lament. In the course of the session, 
ter, any other 01 the ministers associ- we of the Opposition asked the Gov- 
the di h him during the Period of ernment to inform Parliament of the I 
of expenditure, continue s the matter names of the members of the board why Mr. Meighen and his political and 

What is wanted j the of directors of the (anadian National industrial associates would be glad to 
of public affairs today Railways, and also whether any or all have the tariff made the chief, if not 
recognition r A f So these gentlemen were directors of j the sole issue in the present campaign, 

war is over, but alsothe fact other important industrial concerns: | ---------------- - -------- --------------------
has left in its wake vast obligations- and if so, the names of the concerns 
the like of which this country has never: in question. With respect to the first 

part of the question, the Government 
replied giving the names of the board 
of directors, which, of course, were al-

bition days :t used to be said that once 
cultivated, a champagne appetite could 
not be satisfied with ordinary beer And 
yet it is to the humbler diet we must

prime minister’s exact words as given 
in his address at London a few nights 
ago. SpeaIdng of the platform of the 
Liberal party adopted at the convention 
held in August, 1919. Mr. Meighen said:

"Tonight I put on record the ques­
tion: Does Mr. Mackenzie King stand 
pledged to put that platform in ef­
fect if returned to power? That 
question admits of two answers and 
two only; one is ‘yes’ and the other 
is ‘no.’ He cannot refuse to answer.

from him, you, not he.

find it is costing you more than
momentous questions before the people 
of Canada at the present time and 
narrow public discussion down to this 
single issue of- the tariff? Mr. Meighen 
may believe that, through the medium 
of costly protectionist propaganda, lie 
may succeed in obscuring or distort­
ing the vision of a portion of the elec­
torate. Let me tell him, however, that 
it will take more confusion than he and 
his colleagues are capable of creating 
by the spoken or printed word to cause 
the people to forget the many arbi­
trary and autocratic acts of the Gov­
ernment of which he has been a mem­
ber and of the administration of which 
be is today the head.

The Cost of Living.
"What is the question of greatest 

concern to the people of Canada? Un­
less I am very much mistaken, men 
and women of all classes and from all 
parts of our vast Dominion will tell 
you that it is the problem of the cost 
of living, to which, at the present 
time, the cost of government is far 
and away the most important con­
tributing factor. In the solution of 
the problem of the cost of living, the! 
tariff and its revision is an important! 
and far-reaching consideration. It is, 
however, but one of many considera­
tions, and not less important than the 
tariff, in this connection, is the Gov­
ernment by which the tariff is to be 
revised.

"In any consideration of the cost of 
living and the cost of government, we 
must begin with conditions as we find 
them. The Canada of today is dif­
ferent from the Canada of the years 
prior to the war. The problems of 
government, as a consequence, are also 
different, and in almost every particu­
lar more difficult as well.» The affairs 
of a nation resemble those of a house­
hold, in that what may or may not be 
done depends primarily upon what is 
owed and what is owned. Where little 
is owed and much is owned many 
th.ngs are possible. Where, however, 
much is owed, until outstanding obliga­
tions are adequately met or cared for, 
the uses to which actual or potential 
wealth may be put are necessarily 
circumscribed.

Our National Obligations.
Ten years ago. the national debt of 

Canada amounted to some 340 millions 
of dollars. Today the national debt of 
our country is not in the millions, but 
in the billions. It has reached the 
colossal figure of two billions three 
hundred and fifty millions of dollars 
($2,350,000,000).

Let us immediately concede that ap­
proximately two billions ($2,000,000,000) 
of this debt has been due to the war 
and conditions arising out of the war. 
Let us also immediately concede that, 
with respect to every dollar of war ex­
penditure honestly and legitimately in- 
curred, not a word of exception can be 
taken by any man or woman In this 
country. In estimating the price at 
which our freedom has been main­
tained and our liberties have been 
preserved, no financial obligation im­
posed on our own or succeeding gen- 
erations can ever equal or compensate 
the extent of the sacrifice as meas­
ured in terms of human lives. Let us 
forget for the moment all there has 
been of unnecessary expenditure, of 
waste, and extravagance. Let us as-

formerly paid to purchase clothes
grow accustomed in our public expen­
ditures if the burden of the people in

ment to vote on account only of rail­
ways and canals the sum of $165,000,000. 
Ten years ago the total outlay on ac­
count of railways and canals was 
$38,000,000. Here is an additional an­
nual burden upon the shoulders of the 
Canadian people of $127,000,000, a sum 
again considerably in excess of the 
total expenditure on government ac­
count ten years ago.

Having grown accustomed to talking 
in millions, let us now look at what as 
citizens, we are expected this year tc 
contribute to the federal treasury in 
the form of taxes. Omitting some 
$35,000,000 voted on soldiers’ land settle-

food or fuel, do not be deceived into 
believing that, because you are not 
handing over part of the amount in 
the form of a tax to some visible tax- 
collector. someone else is not exacting 
from you, in the price you are com­
pelled to pay some proportion of the 
amount which through indirect taxa­
tion has been paid into the federal 
treasury. Tse five hundred and sixty 
millions of dollars voted by Parliament 
for Government expenditures in this 
one year has all to be raised in the 
form of revenue one way or the other, 
or the country must go that much 
deeper into debt. It must all come out 
of the + pockets and earnings of the 
people. If, instead of it being $560,- 
000.000. it were half or even two-thirds 
of that amount, the sum to be taken 
out of the pockets of the people would 
be proportionately reduced. That is 
why it is a matter of vital concern to 
every woman, as well as to every man, 
who is in power at Ottawa, and what 
the policies are in accordance with 
•which the affairs of the nation are 
carried on.

The Concern of Liberalism.
It is in the name of the home and 

its needs that the Liberal party makes 
its appeal to all classes in this coun­
try. We do this in the belief that in 
the happiness, contentment and pros­
perity of our homes lies the happiness, 
contentment and prosperity of the na­
tion. Happiness, contentment and

taxation is ever to be lessened.

present time.
Coming to the Tariff.

Let me pass from the question of the 
railways to that of the tariff. I think 
enough has been said to make it clear

Let the answer come. . If
Mr. King answers ‘Yes,’ I say he 
should not have power because his 

Continued on Page Five.

terms of war. 
administration 
is not only a
that the

ALMOST
before experienced,ment account, which I have and that as a con-also not

20 YEARS OLDincluded in speaking sequence, too great economy and super­
vision cannot be exercised in all out­
lays of public moneys.

of war veterans’
account, and some $11,500,000 voted as 
loans to the provinces on housing ac­
count, both of which amounts are 
classed as advances to be subsequently 
repaid, the total amounts voted for 
expenditure during the fiscal year 
March 31, 1921, to March 31, 1922, was 
over $550,000,000. The census will not 
be complete until the end of the present 
year. We are therefore unable to say 
just what at the present time the total 
population of Canada may be. I greatly 
fear that it will be found to be under 
rather than over nine millions, as is 
popularly supposed. Assume, however, 
that it should be nine millions; that 
would make the taxation for federal 
purposes alone equal to something over 
$62 per head of the population. When, 
however, it is realized how considerable 
is that portion of the population de­
pendent on those who directly or in- 
directly must carry the burden exf taxa­
tion, we soon discover that the average 
load of the individual taxpayer, is con­
siderably beyond this amount. For the 
family of five the average of taxation 
would exceed $310. This is for federal

ready publicly known: with respect to 
jthe second part of the question the 
Government replied that it had no in- and still the best!Barnacles and Unnecessary Cargo.

Ine second point I wish to mention 
is that. In the course of the period of: 
the war. and for that matter in the 
period since many new branches of the’ 
administration were opened up and a 
vast army of employees drafted into 
the public service. In some of the dethrough what companies and to what 
partments, in the outside as well as 
the Inside service, there hi come to 
be as a consequence not ■ aly over ! in Parliament had reason to believe
manning of the staffs but also much 1 they were justily entitled. It was not
overlapping in the work itself Sooner 1 information the disclosure of which! 
or later, barnacles accumulate on evere could possibly prejudice the govern-i
ship. Notwithstanding that many clerics iment roads in competition with those
filling temporary appointments Lof private companies. The Govern- been let out or replied in ents hav : ment’s reply was as follows: Here are 
tions by other: Humbers bel iolthe exact words:| 
holders remain whose continuance ini 
the public service, or in the particular 1 
post they fill, is due solely to the in-i

formation.
Subsequently the Government was 

asked whether any insurance had been 
placed upon the properties of* the Gov-|

anmrail 
OFOR THE 9)Since 1903—when Gin Pills 

were first offered to the peo­
ple of Canada—we have re­
ceived letters from thousands 
of grateful users.
Gin Pills are now famous through- 
out the Dominion and abroad as 
the most efficacious preventative of all 
Kidney diseases, and as the finest restor­
ative for deranged kidneys.
Your Money Rack If They Fail

ernment-owned railways, and if so.
A

extent. This surely was information 
to which the people’s representatives

h. mru‘'R... num urnie - 
DRtG AND CHEM

To Relieve You"The department has no returns 
in Its record showing informationprosperity are not necessarily bound up 

with great wealth or great fortune. 
Indeed, were the truth known, riches 
are more frequently a source of un­
happiness than of joy. Privation on 
the other hand, if it be unduly great.

On Sale Everywhere — 50 Cents a Box. 420asked for. These are transactions
which are carried on by the Can- NATIONAL DRUG & CHEMICAL CO. OF CANADA. LIMITED, TORONTOQuence which occasioned their appoint­

ment and which keeps them where they' 
are. The ship of state in Canada today 

serves only to thwart and blight the is burdened with unnecessary cargo 
and covered with barnacles which and: 
materially to the cost of government. 
They will never be removed so long as 
the influence responsible remains.

adian National Railways as an
incorporated company,"
The Government was asked a similar 

question with respect to the purchase 
of coal, as to the relative amounts pur­
chased in United States and Canada;. 

;with respect to the calling for tenders 
Nor in the loading and unloading of cargoes 

need We expect say elimination of un- for the merchant marine; with respect 
necessary or duplicated work so long to the purchase of cars and other rolling 
as ministers find it to the advantage in stock and supplies for the railways, 
political power or personal prestige to and yet to one and all of these ques- 
avoid the discontinuance of these tions the Government replied to the 

effect or in the language to the reply; 
I have already quoted. It could not

purposes alone. When you add the higher aspirations and nobler develop- 
amounts to be collected for taxation on ment of human lives. It is in terms 
provincial and municipal accounts, you 
will begin to see the truth of what I

of privation that all of us have have1 
In some measure been obliged to take 
account of the cost of government as 
it has made itself felt through the 
greatly increased cost of living in re-

:
have said when I spoke of the cost of 
government as being the most im­
portant of all the causes at present 
contributing to the high cost of living. cent years.

I spoke of the average yearly tax 
tion for federal purposes coming to

Women's Interests, In State. 
Let me at this point address superfluous posts and services, 

something like $310 per family of five.) , National Audit Necessary. 
Have you ever considered what ' par ‘ however, from barnacles and 
difference of that margin might mean unnecessary cargo, there is great need 
in the strain and stress of home and to as of a fresh accounting with respect 
family life? To one family, it may to our national liabilities and assets, 
come to mean the difference between!,, ery ground for believing
ownership of and a mortgage upon the: at, . ' ° make the show-

ling as favorable as possible, many ex- 
listing services and undertakings are 
being placed to the credit side of the 
national ledger which ought to be on 
the debit side. - -

•|my­
self more particularly o the women of he said that the giving of such informa-our country. With the exception of 
some, who on grounds of naturalization tion was drawing the : 

politics or giving to rival
railways into 
companies anare still being arbitrarily disfranchised, 

you are today in the same position as 
the men In the exercises of the rights 
of the franchise, which means the se-

FIunfair advantage.
public money;1 were

Considering that 
involved in all

vallsen
these transactions, it was surely in- 

i formation to which the people’s repre- 
lection of those who are to be in- home; to another, the difference be- 8 ayotapte aspossible, many ex- sentatives in Parliament had a right 
trusted with the making of the na- tween comfort and overcrowding. Tons 1 vices and undertakings are to feel themselves entitled, 
tion’s laws and control of government the head of many a family it will mean Deis placed to the credit side of the | Interlocking of Directorates. 
In our land. It may seem to you that the difference between insurance exoser which ought to be on Let me carry this matter one stage 
the all-important questions of national against accident, sickness and death.ans of our so-called further. Notwithstanding the Govern- 
finance, especially such as pertain to and the inability to make this provision A - '11 he nature of liabilities meat's attitude in the House of Com-
the ownership and operations of rail- for those most loved. In cases of ill-ister of finance so mons, before the session was over mem- 
ways and the merchant marine; the re- ness or misfortun . from which few ec Lore i our railway proper- bers of the Liberal Opposition were 
vision of the tariff, military, naval and homes are ever exempt, it may mean 1 inin or the he might well have able, in the proceedings of one of the 
police expenditure, and to inter-im- the difference between the care and marine C 3 vernment merchant committees of Parliament appointed to 
perial and international relations, are attention which restore health and the T + it never , deal with railway matters, to * elicit
so far removed from the orbit of your inability to make the provision which, been througherbe forgotten, we have I sufficient information with respect 
accustomed, thought that they are, so prevents infirmity and which some-- BeCin BrOUG two years of war, during to these ques ions to disclose why the 
to speak, beyond you. Do not be sur- times is necessary to the saving of life pitch petiothrobillions of dollars have Government might well have desired 
prised if you have a feeling of the kind. | itself. To some homes, it will mean. passed through the hands of,be Gov- ! to refuse to give, to Parliament the 
There is mot one man In a thousand in for children the difference between a since the war ended, and * * that, with the exception n shown 
our country who, were he to speak higher education and the starting of spending millions on demobilization ac-1 * ' . - - y of the
his mind, honestly, would not say that life with a permanent handicap. To count

No one really knows where the 
country stands in the matter of its 
undertakings and obligations, or
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deputy minister of railways and canals, 
three-fourts of the members of the FOR SALE BY

G. H. BELTON LUMBER COMPANY.
/ KILPATRICK BROTHERS

he shares that feeling in considerable some individuals it may mean a little board of directors of the Canadian 
National Railways were also directorselected in 1917, the act of Mr. Meighen 

in assuming and retaining office, after 
Sir Robert Borden and many of his 
colleagues had resigned, was the act

measure. The truth is, the problems of more than the loss of social enjoy-j
government today have become so vast ments or accustomed pleasures; to 
that ft is exceedingly difficult to find most, however, save those of more; 
the men or the women who possess than average wealth, it. is likely to 

natural ability and training to mean privation in some measure, and]

or the presidents and managers of, some
the wherewithal to meet them. No 
one will ever know so long as con­
cealment is rendered possible on the

WINTER GARDENS REOPENING 
on Wednesday. Special attractions. 

33u
sume that all has been spent in a just 

of a usurper and, as such, was wholly and a good cause and in a right and I the
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