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THE LILY OFM‘(I"HE STRATH.

By all the powers in onrlh, by all the fi-
ends in hell, Iswear itshall hold," said
Lynedoch, with hoavse passion.

‘I might be indueed 1o advance the hun-
!‘ed you seek,” added the other, ‘butI
swear to you, Mr. Ly ncdoclr this is the last
sum [ shall advance. *On your chance of
coming in for the estate I "have risked far |
more than wes prudent, and have resolved
13 be persuaded to not a farthing more. You
will plense remember this,’

‘Iwon’t forget it,” rejoined Lynedoch, |
gloomily. ‘But you are safe, M'Quirk, per-
fectly safe. Your principal, with its exorbi-
antanterest, will all be |>.\|4| and none of the
‘conditions will I fulfil more gladly than that
wlnrh binds me to Helen; I hope the 4_,ul
won’t prove obstreperous—her preference
for tha young fellow threatens to stand in
the way.

It shall be my care to remove that didi-
calty,’ answered M'Quirk.
out the means of doing so, and this very
Iintend springing o mine under his fect
which must make ln'n, with his proud spirit,
desist from the pursuit.  But see, the rain
is gone; let us go up to the huusc and T will
see what money 1 can produc

They left the chamber together, and Wil-
liam Denman came slowly out from the ob-
scurity. He had heard every word that had
been uttered, and felt no scruple at having
listened to the conversation.
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‘There go two as consummate >C(nmunlh

2s breathe,” he muttered, as he advanced to
the mouth of the ehamber and watched the
pmr proceeding side by side to the mansion.
* I understand little or nothing of the mean-
ing of what they are talking about, but I
clearly made out that it was some! thing sin-
ister and diabolic.
passions in his soul which make him fit to
commit any crime, and the older. one—my
friend M'Quirk, as it turns out—is the sub-
tle, wily tempter tolead him on. How my
cheeks burn with<hame at the thought that
the property has been given up to the m
agement of such an unscrupulons and selfish

xamined 1 uu
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* How that stream connects itself with my |

destiny,” he murninred.
saved from drowningin its current, and on
each occasion the event has had a lumuxul
influence on the course of my life. The firs
mishap lead to my long separation from the |
Strath; the second pum to lead to a per-
manent re-unicn with it.  What uun u. s
of circumstances we mortal men
geem to control them, yet how
do they dispose of us.

$ Ilillon, on fellow, what are you doing
there?’ exclaimed an angry voiccnear by,
the sound of which roused the youth from
his reverie, and caused him.to look round,
when he found M’ Quirk standing at the end
of the bridge, within a few yards of him, and
scowling wrathfully.
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repeated M'Quirk,
“Do you know who I am?'
¢ Well, that is hardly to be expect
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