_,At the Mouth of
 _ the Treacherous Pit

STORY: OF LOVE, INTRIGUE AND REVENGE
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CHAPTER

" . Again the snmmer breeze stirred the
Fleawes, and they seemed to repeat the
i words “when I come home.”

“T-shall sit. up for you,” continued

; Dolores. “You will not be late?”
: Hezlooked at his watch, and, as he
fheld it*in.his hand, the sunlight flash-
sed upon:the ruby ring and the white
l‘rose. Dolores bent and kissed it.

«“How I love:white roses!” she ex-
j claimed. “And,;oh, Karl, how your ring
} shines in the sun! It dazzles my
} eyes.”
| “I must go,” said Sir Karl, hastily,
{ —*T shall be late; but I am loath to
;leave you, Dolores. You seem sweeter
‘ and dearer than ever. How many kiss-
| es will you give me?”

“How many- will you take?” she re-
. turned, laughingly.

“Good-bye, my sweet wife,” he said,
| clasping her'to his breast; “I will tell
i you all about'this business when I re-
| turn.”

Their lips met in one long, loving
iikiss. and then he gone. She

watched him until he was -out of sight,
| and then slowly went back to the

was

! house.
CHAPTER XX.
It *was half-past seven o’clock, on
the tenth of June, when Sir Karl allan-
" more left his home on business which

he had explained to no one, and from
| that hour he was not
| there was no sign, no trace of him, He

seen again—

. vanished completely, as though he hnd
! disappeared from the face of tho
i earth.
' He had-sald that he would be b.ck
'Ly half-past nine at the very lntent'
; and Lady Allanmore wondered how
| she should spend the time. It was the
5 first evening she had been aloné since‘
; her marriage; Sir Karl had never leﬁ:z
help
" wondering what this most mysteriogs
business was; it was evidently some-
thing that engrossed his thoughts, But
she weoald not trouble about it; he
would explain when  hé .came home.
She took up a boek; it was one of her
favorité™ But on that évening it had
lost its charm. She could not read;

! her before, and she could not

* she turned over page after page with-
out éven scanning their contents, She
would go to the piamo, sheé thought,
and play away dull care. How strange
it was that the first piece of music she |
opened was the song she liad sung™te
Sir Karl, when in her own mind she
had bidden him.farewell for ever. How
well she remembered having sung
that to him—the pain 'in heér own
heart, the despair and reproach she
had ‘vedd fmr his eyes? All the angnish
of tﬁose dayl «¢ame back to her.

“Bevh mlne ‘now,” she:said to her:
selt, “and-tiiere Will -beiny: Hiote: purt-

ing.
Slie longed for his presence that she
might feel the clasp of his arm dround
her, his kisses warm on her face; but
he would soon bedck It was striking
nine, and he had said he would return
vy haif-past. She piut awdy the little
| song .that was so closely - associated
| with Bih, dnd played all the airs shé
‘ could remember, Ste was startied
when m!ngling with‘th. notés of the
phnn lhe hetnl thc M strike ten.

XIX,

“I will never sit up at night alone
again,” she thought.

After -a few minutes, her nervous
fears increased so greatly that there
was nothing left for her to do but go
down to the old butler in the hall. He
looked»#ip in.surprise at the beautiful
vision of silk, velvet and pearls cover-
ed with white lace.

“My lady!” he cried, jumping up
from the chair. “I am afraid I was
asleep! Did you want me?”

“l am uneasy abopt your master,”
she said. “He was to have heen back
at half-past nine, and now it is past
eleven.”

The anxious voice aroused the faith-
ful servant. He went to the hall door
and opened it, letting in a floor of
moonlight.

“There is no cause for fear, my
lady,” he replied—“Not the least. See
how light the night is—it is bright as
day.”

She looked down the broad steps;
the moonlight lay on flowers and trees,
6n the grass and the statnes.
could there be to fear on such a night?
Nothing: There could’ be:no-acgident,

she reflected, such as was occasioned |
at times by losing oné’s way in thé!

dark.
“May I ask, my lsdy, where Sir Karl

very often teélls meé Himisélf; but to-

‘night he did not say a 'word of his in- |
i tentions—indeed, my lady, I thought!
f

{that he did not seem quite well "

‘What '

-v master had gone?”
'Hlm whs & look of distress and

Nchitaifke Bewitdariment on het tad6,

* 41 do mot-know, Frodsham. He dtd
not tell me.” Even as she spoke, a cold
\thrill of terror passed over HEF, dmd
‘a dfeadful foreboding of sorrow -made
‘her tremble,

“Y am quite sure, My lady, that You
need not be anxious. No accident could
have happened on a brigixt night like
this, You séé fof yourself that it is
almost as light as day.’ ’

“Yes, 1 _ses,” ghe answered. .

What .she ‘would. have ‘liked would
have.been to io otit hefgelf in search
of Sir Karl '

“I should net like to laave you alone,
my lady,” said thé butier, “but if you
will. permit mé to ¢all’the housekeep-
er to remain with you, I will go to
the 10dge-gates. 1t would be bettér to
call Mrs. Pickering than your lady-
ship’s maid.” %

It occurred to him that, if there had
beéfi any little contrétemps, it would
Be far Bettér to have the staid old
housekeeper prégent than the young
maid.

The first thing that Mrs. Pickering
did when she saw her mistress’ white
face was to get her some winé. The
tWwo stook together in the cold meon-
lit hall while the old butler went to’
the lodge-gétes. Once: Lady Allanmore
gave a start, for they thought they
heard the sound of voices; but when
she went to the door; she could see
no one. It was some time before Frod-
sham returned, and then he brought
no news. The woman at the lodge had
séen nothing of the master. She told
him that the outer gates were unlock-
ed, and he had passed through; he had
looked down the road, but there was
no sign of Sir Karl.

Lady Allanmore wrung her white
jeweled hands.

“Oh, Frodsham, I am afra# some-
thing has happened to him!” she cried.

But still the old man scouted the
idea of danger. Sir Karl would come
walking up. presently, aAnd would
laugh at thém for their pains.

“Pake’my advige, My lady,” he said,
“and do not get amxious. Sir Karl
knows every step of the ground about
here—he could not lose himself if he
tried. He went on business, you say,

!hax gone?”’ 1nquired the butler. “He my lady? Then he has been detaired.”

i (To be continued.)
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Top each cup of cocoa with a fluf-
fy marshmallow.
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The Card-Players Bible

A private “soldier, named Richard
Lee, was taken before the magistrdates
of Glasgow for playing cards during
divine services, A sergeant led the
soldiers to the English Church, and
when the minister had read the pray-
ers he gave out the text, Those whe
had Bibles took them out, but this
goldier had neither Bible nor Com-
mon Prayer Book; and, pulling out a
pack of cards, he spredad them before
him. He first looked at ome card
and then another. The sergeant of
the company saw him, and said:

“Richard, put up the cards, thig is
no place for them.”

“Never mind +that,” said Richard.

‘When the services were over, the
constable took Richard a prisoner and
brought him before the magistrate.

“Well,” said the Bailie, “what have
you brought the soldier here for?”

“For playing cards in the church.”

“Well, soldier, what have you to
say for yourself?”’

“Much, sir, I hope.”

‘“Very good; if not,
you severely.”

"“I have been,” said the soldier,
“about six weeks om thHe marech. I
have neither Bible . nor Common
Prayer Book., I have nothing but a
pack of cards, and I hope to satisfy

intentions.”

Then spreading the cards before
th: ‘Bailie, he began with the ace.

“When I see the ace, it reminds me
that there is but one God. When I
see the duce it reminds me of the
Father and Son, When I see three, it
reminds me of the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost, When I see four, it re-
minds me of the four evangelists that
preached—Matthew, Mark, Luke and
| John, When I see the five, it reminds

| me of the five wise virgins that trim-
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med their lamps; there were ten,
but five were foolish and were shit
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out. When I see the six, it ‘reminds
me that in six days the Lord madé
Heaven and earth. When I sée the
seven, it reminds me that on the sev-
enth day God rested from the great
work He had made and hallowed it.
When I see the eight, it reminds nig
of the eight rightéous peérsofis that
were saved when God destfoyed thé
world—vyiz.,, Noah and :his wife and
his thre& sons and their wives.: When
I sée the nine, it reminds me of thel
niné lepers that were cleansed by our
Saviour. There wefe nine out of tén
that never returned to give thanks.
Wthen I see the ten, it remhinds me of
the Ten Commandments, which God
handed down to Moses on the tables
of stone, When I see the king; it re-
minds me of the:Great King of Heav-|
en, When I see the queen, it ra-
rinds me of the Queen:of Sheba, whe
vigited Selomon, for she was a wise
woman a8 he was a man. She
brought with her fifty boys and fifty
girls, all dressed in boys’ apparel,
for King Solomon to tell which were
boys and which were girls. The King
gent for water fof them to wash. The
girle washed to -the elbows, the boys
to thé wrists, ~So Solomon told by
that.”

“Well,” said the magistrate, “you
bave described every-card in the pack’
éxcéept one.”

“What is that?™

“The knave,” said the Bailie.

“1 will give Your Honor a descrip-
tion of that too, if yomu will not be |,
angey.” ;

“I' will inot,” said, the. Bailte, “if you |
do nov term e to be the khave.”

“Phe greatést khave 1 know of is|{

the constabls-that brought e Hers.”
“l do mot know,” said the Bailie,
“if-He is the gratest knave, but 1|
know he is the . greatest fool.” -
- When we' totnt fiow many .
. ti;o! cards<vr :
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, under the
auspided of {he New W Wales
mvxsxon of the  Young Aystralia

'ﬁﬁ 1&6 Yorkshite Post.
. fit séVeral ddys in
dfid the néighbeirhicod affer a
visit to Harrogate, amd were taken
_oyer oouen dand ‘'worsted mills,
W!ei #nd foundries. It
wii§- explatied td ‘them how Australia
ean directly aid Bitisk wooleh manu-
motuurs to-reduce the cost ef their
products ﬁf marketiig  bettér-pre-
pared wool, Thus the lads might be
desciibed a@ new Argonawits carrys
ifig hote the secrét of a néw Golden
Fleece, ;

“But ‘they travel not for traffick-
ing alone,’ afid ‘Yheir tour of Britain
includes visits to her wnost ancienif
a8 well as-the mest modern institu-
tiens; to the batfléfiélds of thHe Civil
"War as well as to.-tfié ‘amniunition
fittotie#” of tHe modern commercial
Théy are thus not only. te
learn what [England is to-day, and
by what means the interests of the
variohs parts of the Empire may be
co-ordinated; what Britain can cen-
tribute to the common sfpek and by
what means Atistralia can.make these
contributions more readily available,
in hér own intérests and in ours, but
dlso théy are to gall some insight
into the long procdss whereby Eng-
lish institutiens have been built up.

Someoctie, for éxample the Lord May
of of Lé&eds, who is to receive the
party &t the Town Hall, might use-
fully suggést to them the signs—for
they arfe everywhefe about their path
—of that great tradition of voluntary
publi¢ seérviée which is perhaps the

finiest of all English traditions, the ex-
ampie of MHberty which is never so
surély founded as when it voluntarily ‘
surrénders something of its own com-
pletenéss in thée common interest of
all.

“This tour of schoolboys is an ad- |
mirable institutien.
almost &n Imperial edition of
gchelor-wanderings which at
time in our history helped largely to
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In its way it iS} 7

break up the narrow provincialism | 3§
which had communications and the | 36

dangers of the track and times Eon-
spired to perpetuate.

“Once thé Gramd Tour of Europe
was accounted g necessary part of
the liberal education of an English-
man. But the tour Wwas necessarily
¢ifoumseribed by conditions of trav-
&l ‘and considerations of expense. Yet

sonié of our nationdl difficulties
might have bgen found less pronounc-
éd if the old Grand Tour had been
svailable to a larger number of young
men and women at the most receptive
pericd of théir lives. To-day, so it
seems, the boundaries of the world
grow ever less distant, and in con-
sequence the relationship of all its
parts moré compléx and more inti-
mate, more obviously the personal
coticerti of évery ome of us. In the
years that are coming this will be
still more the case, not less. And in
particular it will be éver more vital
tl'at Fnglish youth shall have as
much knowledge as can possibly be
given to them of thé  Angle-Saxon
world, It would seem that the
offorts of the Young Australia League
might and should be paralleled in|
this country/”’
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