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THE BILL OF FARE.
Nonmra could exceed the duhteae of a 

speech from the Throne, except the dnl- 
neae of Opposition criticism. Bren in the 
good old day», when everybody was happy 
becanse Sir Ri chard ̂ Cartwrig hi was in 
power, Sir John Macdonald himself need, 
we fancy, to feel conackmi of comicality in 
daaling with the speech from the gilded 
chairs in the Senate. The present Opposi­
tion lack the faculty of lightnem and 
airiness of treatment of these matters. 
Their treatment is clumsy and inartistic aa 
a rule, though Mr. Beaks may make a 
divergence in that particular, and treat us 
to something worthy of the occasion. The 
lesson of Lent has on two occasions afford­
ed Mr. Miounn the opportunity of s 
feeble joke, a sort of cold collation of wit ; 
but the unfortunate selection of early 
Advent lor a session will deprive him of 
that happy resource on the present occa­
sion. We have no hope that the customary 
reference to the Bill of Fare will be omit- 
.ted—that would be too much to expect 
And, perhaps, the element of humour may 
be lacking altogether. A man on the eve

be the signal for
xecution aa a party, wül probably be in 

serious and melancholy mood,
For our o-wn part we do not expect along 

“ bill of fare.” It is obvioug to us, aa it 
must be obvious to all, that the h™* of 
Ministers has been pretty completely occu­
pied rince last session ; and we imagine 
that if the one great measure of the session 
is as acceptable as we believe it will be, 
Parliament will feel satisfied with its so- 
complishment, and the passing of the esti­
mates will, srith very little other 
be quickly accomplished. There has been 
enough legislation for the present What 
ie needed is completer administration. We 
might possibly expect some few dis- 
eussions es Customs afhirt, on In­
land Revenue affairs i a ventilation 
of the question of Trine for Customs 
duty, and of some questions connected 
with the Wrights and Measures Act, and 
the inspection of oori oiL In regard to 
these matters probably Ministers in their In­
dividual capacity may have some \ 
tlona to make, or some reforms to present 
to Parliament ; but none of sufficient im­
portance to form part of a speech from 
tiie Throne, The financial affairs of the 
country will hardly tempt Sir Rim.tn 
Cartwright far afield in criticism. The 
condition of the Intercolonial railway is 
not such aa will excite the intense curiosity 

” Snowball or Mr. Ahum*. The 
influence of the N. P. may poe- 

j entice some chapters of philosophical 
fulness from the member for Both well. 
But with the Opposition on the whole we 
Imagine discretion wiH be the better pert 
ef valour. It will be a kindness to them, 
Indeed, if the Government should not com- 

1 them in their present distressed cir- 
to face too many meat 

; the coming seaeton.

FIVE MOUTHS FINANCES.
Th» Finance (topirier will be able to 

lace before
ef the whale 

79-80, Mad the results of five 
the year 1S80-8L On Oppo- 

about the until
iaiioit which Sir Leonard Truer 
aounces for the past financial year, and 
have already in 
their incredulity. Bet faste and fate are 
alike against them. The tariff is working 
just aa in 1878-79 the Finance Minister 
mid it would. The year 1880-81, five 
Months of which are now over, is 
the first year in which the National Policy 
tariff has been fairly tried aa a revenue- 

. producing measure, and the prospect of 
fus which the Minister declared 

t has been more then realized, 
he following figures of the November 

receipts speak for themselves :
1879. 1880.

Customs.................... $1,018,187 $1,290,889
Excise....................... 409.071 680,899
Other sources........... 471,841 638,768

Totals................ $1,094,449 . $2,378,066
•'Increase, $480,607.

i total revenue for the five months from 
s 1st July to the 30th November for the 

1878, 1879, and 1880 respectively 
i aa follows :

1878. 1679.
.85,30-2,428 $6,611,242 $ 7,481,901 

2.053,189 1,866,188 2,288,717 
rsWs. 1,803,635 1,768,786 t, 288,481

twwi, uw

him and si

ra­

ti? ;

•fm

. .89,169,1 
during 

over the

88,966,216 $12,096,969 
» first five months 

period

won two years ago. There is nothing to 
support this view ; on the contrary, so far 
from the Opposition gaining ground, they 
are steadily losing it, as tit* bye elections 
show. It is noteworthy also that, even in 
the most pronounced Reform strongholds, 
abuse of the new tariff la not popular. In 
a speech which he made at Bright the 
ether day, Mr. Pattullo, the straight-out 
Opposition candidate in North Oxford, 
confessed that “ while he did not think 
“ the N. P. was all or nearly all that He 
“ supporters in 1876 had promised, and 
“ while he • felt that it needed improve- 
“ ment, yet he was free to say that Mr.
“ Mackenzie would have bettered the in- 
“ terests of the Reform party, and would,
“ in his humble judgment, have shown 
“ more policy, had he somewhat eemodelled 
“ his own tariff " Evidently Mr. Pattullo, 
who, as the chief organiser of the party, has 
had his hand eu the pulse of this province 
since 1876, does not agree with the Globe 
that the people are pining for the old jug- 
handled system.

Out object, however, is to call attention 
to the treatment Mr. Mackenzie is re­
ceiving at the hands of his friends. Last 
session he was unceremoniously hustled 
out of the leadership. The Rouges abused 
him in the press and the caucus, and 
Ontario members, who had followed him 
obsequiously for five years, caballed 
against him, and said hard things behind 
his back. Not content with deposing him, 
they made him abjure his Pacific railway 
policy ; and here in Oxford, the “ banner " 
county, they cast his devotion to free 
trade in his teeth, and taunt him with 
having injured the cause 1 Death having 
robbed him of his life-long patron and pro­
tector, the very youngsters in the party 

and there is not a Reform 
the province to stand up for 

say : “ Why assail this man t 
If he blundered, Mr. Blak* shared the 

“ responsibility. If he made mistakes,
“ we approved them.”

=----------*- - ~=
THE CAPACITY OF THE COUNTRY.

Them are few people who can fail to be 
amused at the tone of doubt, almost of 
alarm, in which the Opposition press talk 
of the ability of the country to carry out 
the Padflb railway bargain. We are ad­
vised with a gravity which is, after all, 
but mock gravity, that it is very doubtful 
if Canada is financially able to undertake 
this gigantic task, and that delay would 
be the wisest course. People see-through 
the thin and flimsy texture of our oppon­
ents’ disguise. It is not forgotten that, as 
we have pretty well made plain, Mr, Mac­
kenzie’ s Gov ermn ent committed themaelree 
in 1876 to a bargain by which the whole 
Pacific railway was bound to be finished 
by the year i860 out of the aria resource 

public treasury of Canada. It was 
purpose of carrying out this project, 

of giving it force with the House, that 
Riehard Cartwright made that 

eloquent and patriotic speech which ws 
so approvingly quoted. Ha waa stimulating 
his friends to the sticking pointassent 
He was making the public familiar 
with the fact that they must be prepared 
to make sacrifices and pretty big eaeri- 

too—-in order that the Carnarvon 
terms might he carried out Yet at the 

-hen the Government made that 
promise, involving enormous expenditure, 
there was, as Sir Richard well knew, the 
jrospect of serious depression in the coun­
try, and large deficits were likely to arise 
as the result of that and the next year’s 
operations. But there was no limit to the 
peat confidence of the Finance Minister 
in the ability of the country to carry out 
the bargain, particularly if the' people were 
willing to make the necessary sacrifices. 
The very next year he waa compelled to 
say that it was unfortunately too true that 
the country was “ passing through a cond- 
" mercial crisis of great and unparalleled 

severity but there was no hint that 
the project of the Picifie railway had been 
abandoned or was likely to be abandoned. 
In the next year Mr. Ms-crara* proposed 

ive the whole road to a company 
lOjOOO per mile right through, and 

20,000,000 acres of land, and the 
Government would kindly pay four per 
cent far 25 years on any sum more than 
the $10,000 per mile for which the corn­

'd kindly, undertake to do the 
îere could not have been much 

doubt in the minds of Mr. Mackenzie and 
his friends that the country was able to 
build the road when he offered such terms 
as these. Yet in » year or so after, his 
Finance Minister was facing the fact 
that the trade of the country bed gone 
down $50,000,000, and that deficits to the 
tune of $7,000,000 had been rolling up for 
his consideration. Nevertheless, in 1878, tp 
we have pointed out in a former issusv 
Mr. Mackenzie waa still dwelling with 

fervour on the propriety of 
the road, And dwelling on the 

militons it would cost with all the wet- 
«balance of Mr. Nsuohatsl- He had no 
doubt about the ability of the country to 
build the line, if only the deer people 
would oblige him by making the necessary 
sacrifiées. There never was, we may say, a 
Government which demanded. to many 
sacrifices from the people whom they mis­
governed.

The present hesitation of the Opposition 
to believe that the country’s ability is 
equal to the financial task of aiding a com­
pany to build the road in ten years is, in 
view of these facts, most amusing. There 
are now no deficit». The trade of the 
country has increased, arid is increasing, 
greatly. 'Business ie prosperous Money 
is plentiful The people are hopeful end 
enterprising. Private capital is willing to 
undertake the greeter risks of building the 
reed. No “ sacrifices ” are demanded from 
the people. Our credit is so high that 
money to any amount can be ours for the 
asking, at rates that would almost bringtears 
to the eyes of Sir Richard Cartwright. 
The North-West ie filling up with rapidity. 
Our public lands are" being disposed of at 

The prospects of the 
in every direction- 

friends still 
th# country to lubci- 

company to build the Pacific rail­
way. We greatly fear that their 
less of office has been followed by 
lose of nerve. They weaken greatly dn 
this great pnbHc question. They hesitate 
about consenting to the very smallest

ore the great 
. . __ moved them

when they we* in office. There is a want 
of loftiness about their views on this sub-

BIX CHARLES TUPPERS EVL 
DBNCE.

Sir Charles Turns appeared 
week before the Railway 
Two charges have been especially hinted 
at by the Globe, but since Thr Mate, 
though without authority, challenged that 
paper, nothing but hints and mean jnueadai 
have been used. One was that 
Andrews, Jones Sc Co. had not 
been -allowed time to put up their pe­
ctin tiee. Sir Charles Tuma’s testimony 
corroborates the evidence already given by 
Col Smith and others. Andrews, Jones 
& Co. had a longer period given them than 
they had any right to expect. They had 
eight clear days in which to put up their 
money, which they had declared them­
selves ready to put-up. Col. Smith was 
quite right in calling them too sanguine” 
people. They were given full time and 
they failed. Aftm they had failed and
their time had exflrod, they had two more 
days to see if they could not in­
duce Mr. Goodwin, a strong man, 
to go in with them. Mr Goodwin 
refused, and the contract went to FraNer, 
Grant & Co. The whole case, as stated 
by Sir Charles T upper, as well as by pre­
vious witnesses, shows that the Govern- i 
ment—for everything was submitted day 
by. day to the Council—exercised the-great- 
est leniency towards Andrews, Jones & 
Co., so much so that if they had put up 
their money , the Globe would probably have 
been declaring that they had tyen unduly 
favoured. On this question Sir Charles 
Tuppbr’s evidence leaves no shadow of 
doubt Sir Charles also testifies that 
he has not the slightest knowledge of any 
member or members of Parliament ob­
taining any advantage in regard to these 
contracts.

With regard to Mr. Whitehead's rela­
tions to the Government, the evidence ef 
Sir Charles is complete and overwhelming. 
The Government treated Mr. Whitehead, 
a political opponent and former supporter 
of Mr. Mackknzib, with great considera­
tion ; but as Sir Charles points out, it Was 
a leniency in the interest of the country. 
It wap imperative that Whitehead’s con­
tract should be pushed on, and the 
public interests would have been 
prejudiced by delay. Mr. Mackenzie 
had previously given to Mr. Whitehead 
drawbacks to the extent of $79,000. The 
Minister was informed that it was not the 
practice of the Department to insist on re­
aming the drawback in the case of con­
tracts in s forward state of completion, 
and, following the practice of Mr. Mac­
kenzie, Sir Charles allowed Mr. White­
head drawbacks to about the same amount, 
making in all $148,000 of drawbacks which 
Mr. Whitehead had been allowed up to 
the time when the contract was taken 
from his hands. He also gave him 
advances cm the security of his roll­
ing stock, on the strongly favourable 

-ta of Mr. Marcus Smith ; and these 
done in order that the Govrim- 

might be saved from the necessity 
of stopping the contract and doing the 
work itself.

With regard to Mr. Mackintosh’s part 
in the matter, Sir Charles' evidence is 
clear. Mackintosh had been recognized 
by Mr. Whitehead himself as his business 
agent, and in the conversations he had 
with Sir Charles he was informed that 
Mr. Whitehead would be treated just as 
other contractors were', with proper o6n- 

There is not a single 
fact on which to found a charge 
against the Minister or the Government. 
Sir Charles makes a statement which 
shows how much in the dark the Opposi­
tion has been in regard to his dealing wjth 
these matters. He says that he had taken 
the trouble to write to Mr. Whitehead 
to tell him that if he was giving away 
money under the impression that he cotild 
bring influence to bear on the Department, 
he was only thro win grit away.

We have not space at our command to 
go into the evidence in detail just 
but as we read it, and think how for over a 
year the Minister has had to submit 
to ruffianly charges based on no evideBoe 
at all, in regard to matters in which he 
was acting for the protection of the publie 
interest^, we feel that the business of an 
Opposition is degraded indeed when it has 
to be earned on on a capiti * 
falsehoods.

At this

. , is purchased and
of the squares. When all 
Uled the form is deposited „ the Port Office firings 

Bank, Bach stanip thus becomes a Gov­
ernment promise to. pay a. penny to bearer,

• few 
- speak of the 

i srith an

apostles

as a

■e Diderot, Rousseau, 
the constructive presi- 
Comtb. ft we ask for

country are splendid 
Ütartthe

dise s company to V

PROVIDENCE IN SMALL THINGS.
Nothing more honourably distinguish* 

the present century than the endeavour to 
induce those of slender means and resoufpes 
to lay up for a rainy day. Those whose 
daily or weekly earnings were limited to 
little more than suffices to support e wife 
and family seldom thought of saving any­
thing in years gone by. The paltry rwr- 
plus which remained over was uses 
wasted in personal indulgence on the plea 
that it was not worth putting by. They 
might have teamed a lesson from th 
children, whose little money-boxes, which 
stored up pence and half-pence, often con­
tained a handsome little store at Christmas 
time. The old idea—and it was < 
which sapped the very foundation ef 
manly independence—appears to have 
been that all a poor man. oould do 
was to labofir white it was called 
to-day for him, and spend the evening of 
life in the workhouse. They could not 
■eve much, certainly ; but that was no 
reason why they should not save at all 
The Scots are celebrated for their provident 
habits, but their maxim—“ Every mickle 
“ makes s muckle,” had no charm for the 
English workman of the old school

It was only when savings’ banks wl _ 
instituted, and people began to see the 
value of small things asa provision for the 
future ef sickness or age, that the provident 
spirit began to be aroused. The 
amount of money now hoarded by the 
citizens of England alone amounts to many 
million*, and it must not be forgo* 
that, apart from the future advantage to 
be reaped from a saving disposition, it has 
a direct moral influence upon the man in 
the present Not only does it prase 
him from ocaraa indulgences of appeti 
but it distinctly elevates the man morally 
by giving him a laudable pride and in­
dependence of character whieh he who 
lives from hand to mouth can never feel 
The tetter knows that if illness overtake 
him his family must sutler privation, if not 
absolute want The former, by his | 
ridenee, has accumulated a small res* 
upon which he may draw in the day of 
trouble.

Savings Units are not the only mean

things can d<q _ 
to mention that within a few months no 
less than 14,000 deposit accounts have been 
—*—■* m this basis in six counties alone.

reeir'e other plan of allowing the 
purchase of consols to the amount of £10, 
he dividends being sent through the Post 

Office, is only beginning to take, but ft is 
certain to succeed, because the ordinary 
Savings Banks only give two and a half 

cent, interest. And even if Mr. 
Wtoni should. eàooeed in funding the 
at the lower ratg, popular oonfidenoe 

in the Government would cause men to 
prefer tfie funds One thing is certain, 
that the prospect of » large number of 
small investment* hss gone far towards 

_ _ the three per cents, to par. In 
Canada, both the Hanks and the post 
office have done much, and the churches 
have wisely supplemented their work by 
undertaking the master of small savings. 
Their efforts are worthy of all praise.

AOSOSTIO DOGMATISM.
It is a great mistake to suppose, as some 

people assume, that what is called “ free- 
“ thought" is liberal or tolerant in prac­
tice. Time wee when the churches were 
charged, and not unjustly, with rigid dog­
matism. They are still unhappily too dog­
matic, but the true inheritors of the per­
secuting spirit are those who pride them­
selves upon ignorance—the Agnostics. At 
first sight it appears strange that men who 
professedly know nothing about what is 
spiritual in the universe should rail with­
out stint or measure against those who do, 
or at least believe they do, know some­
thing. Surely that attitude is quite as un­
reasonable as that of one afflicted with 
colour-blindness who assaults hie neigh­
bour because he alleges that scarlet and 
blue are different colours. Substitute 
for the hues body and soul, and there 
ie no distinction between the eases. All 
that is,not material; everything not cogniz­
able by the five1 senses, they reject,
“ neither can they know,” to. a note St. 
Paul, “ because they. are spiritually dis- 
“ earned. ” Now fa is precisely among the 
people who do nek know that the perse 
eutaig spirit has been most fully de­
veloped in thfalatterpart of the nineteenth 

ry. hb apes •gone * hy'tbe Church 
in a mann«b*«WwhqF Inalogous. 
it metevrttiriW than whose inward 
was darkened ft proceeded, as"Hood 

It in his ** Ode to Boa Wilson,” to give 
two black eyes “ for being Blind, 

fowadays the believer and the sceptic 
have changed places. The religious dog­
matist has grown timid and compromising, 
disposed to yield and cowering under every 
onset of the enemy. I The reason for this 
is plain upon the surface. Theologians 
have overlaid the simplicity of the Gospel 
with so much that ‘is factitious and arti­
ficial that, having, tong pome to regard th# 
accretions as part of the truth, now, 
when these are assailed by a remorseless 
criticism, they tremble for the safety of 
that which is not, and never can be in 
danger. What ie men’s pease th away, 
what is God’s sixtieth forever. It 

the Aberglaube — the over belief, 
in short—which has stricken modem 
Christiana with the paralysis of oowordioc. 
If we turn to the Agnostic side, it is at 
once obvious that there are two divisions 
of the armv to be contemplated. The 
scientific division occupies a somewhat 
anomalous attitude. With the exception 
of the late Professor Clifford not one of 
them can be said to possess the courage of 
his opinions. Professors Tyndall and 
Huxlev are beeet with doubts about the 

future and the destiny of man 
after death. The former yearns after im­
mortality, and, at times, is disposed 
to believe it ; the latter recognizes 
the instinct of worship, and bide 
us bow the knee in “ worship,
“ chiefly of the silent sort, at the \1 tar of 
“ the Unknown and Unknowable.” There 
was once an altar in Athens “ to the un- 
“known God,” seen by an apostle in his 
missionary journeying*. That Deity, wor­
shipped as ignorantly as Professor Hux 
let’s must be even by himself, Sr. Paui 
declared unto the teamed Greek. The 
Deity he preached was indeed “unknown* 
in one sense, since no man can, by search­
ing, find Him out, or know Him to peril 
tion. It was enough,"However, that He 
“ is not far from any one of us,” and that 
“ in Him we live and move, and have our 
bring.” -

But, with all their disquieting thoughts, 
the eeientifio Agnostic is# in controversy, 
dogmatic and intolerant. He has « 
theory of the universe sad of ’ human de­
velopment which he oanriot prove, and yet 
clings to it with a tenacity of faith almost 
inexplicable. On the strength of this on- 
deroonebable hypothesis he del 
Union as s new dfoem, proclaims the 
materiality of our whole nature, and treats 
the glorious hope of immortality os an 
empty dream. With three who differ from 
him he has no patient», and to them ha is 
willing to give no quart*. He has no 
moral sanctions to substitute for those of 
the Christianity he would ruthlessly de­
molish, but with the 'havoc he may 
make he is not concerned. On the 
contrary, he battles with the faith, singu. 
larly careless about the fruils it has borne 
in human life and humaq civilisation, 
is enough for him that neither the scalpel 
nor the apeetroeeepe .can detect the ex­
istence of spirit, there therefore is none, 
in man nr throughout, the universe. For 
men who profess net to knew, this atti­
tude is bold and positive enough | and 
surely Agnosticism ought, at least, to be 
humble In the contemplation of its own 
ignorance. Dogmatic and comminatory 
unbelief is the strangest phenomenon the 
worid has yet seen.

Let us now turn briefly to the other 
division of the know-nothing array. This 
is fairly represented by Messrs. John 
MorlbY, Leslie Stephen, sod Frederic 
Harrison. They are by no means in 
agreement with the sdtotifie Agnostics 
In fact, tiny are disposed to sneer et the 

of the physicist

\ the esoteric 
"and yet 

the mass of civilized 
insolent admixture of

ie hard to bear, 
of their creed ai 
D’Holbbch, and 
dent is Auguste 
the articles of their creed, they are Athe­
ism, Materialism, Annihilation, as a re­
viewer has aptly put them. There is no 
need for delicacy sbçut phrases, since 
these form the turn and substance of them. 
They form a church-militant, dogmatic, 
supercilious, and overbearing, without 
God, without hope, without tangible 
ground for existence. And yet the men 
composing it are as callous where the feel­
ings or cherished beliefs of others are eon- 
cemed as were the pitiless Inquisitors of 
the peek - -, ■■ » .

PRESIDENT BAYES MESSAGE.
Some people in the United States cherish 

the impression that Mr. Hates was not, 
properly elected. Others think differently. 
Those who do not live hi the United 
States may think what they like so long as 
they have no votes in the Union. But be 
one’s opinion what it may, it must be ad­
mitted that Mr. Hayes has conducted 
himself “decently and in order.” He 
has not been a brilliant President, but he 
has been a respectable Chief Officer. He 
will never be re-called in history re a 
Washington, » Jefferson, a Jackson, or 

Lincoln, but be will be remembered as 
man who encountered great difficulties, 

and encountered them calmly. Like many 
another Reformer, he premised too much. 
He promised Civil Services reform, and 
permitted office-holders to be assessed for 
party purposes. He promised an improve­
ment in the administration of Indian 
affairs, end allowed Carl Schurz to ab­
stain from making such improvement But 
he did 'not allow the rings which were 
rampant under Grant to control or unduly 
influence his Administration, and by such 
negative virtues won the respect of the 
respectable classes. In achieving this end 
Mr. Hayes was more than assisted by his 
wife, who did muph to elevate the tone of 
society at Washington. Her example is 
one which may well be followed by those 
ladies who may hereafter be colled to fill 
the position which she has so long and so
gracefully occupied. 

Read in the light of his failure to keep 
the promises made in 1876, President 
Hayes’ reference to Civil Service reform 
will be greeted with many sarcastic smiles 
by his political opponents. He no doubt 
means well, but he is not » man of nerve 
and action. We opine that General Gar­
field will split upon the same rock.

Mr. Hayes' reprobation of polygamy 
every right-thinking person will endorse. 
That “ the Mormons must go” fas true 
prophecy. When they shall go is a prob­
lem which the statesmen of the United 
States have still before them. .The gor­
dien knot awaits its Alexander.

To Canadians much of the Message 
must appear as mere verbiage, but Cana­
dians wül not faü to notice the absence of 
any promise of reciprocal relations in the 
matter of tariffs.

The deliverance upon the fishery ques­
tion will be read with considerable interest 
in this country. The message speaks of a 
serious divergence of opinion upon the 
fishery clauses of the Washington Treaty. 
These are mere words. The treaty will 
be interpreted according _ to recognised 
rules of international law.

EDITORIAL NOTES

The Collingwood Messenger states that the 
saw-mill in that town cut 6,000,(*K) feet of 
lumber last year. This has been nearly all 
disposed of. Preparations are being mode to 
ent 8,000,000 feet during the coming see»
It Is the hum 1

The Halifax Matt notes that the people of 
that city are beginning to compete success­
fully in manufactures with the upper pro­
vinces. **Montreal it says, “new beys 
our sugar, leather, pegs, and hats, end would 
doubtless buy other articles were Neva Sco­
tians enterprising enough to manufacture 
them.” _____________

From Salonika comes the word that the 
Macedonian wheat crop is a failure, and that 
American wheat must be perohaapd to supply 
the wank It ie the old “ Macedonian cry' 
so often quoted at missionary meetings 
“ Come over and help us j” bat at this period 
in the world’s history we are willing to help 
at so much per bushel

Sk John, N.B., is doing a flourishing lum­
ber trade with Great Britain and Continental 
Europe. The lumber experts. In that direc­
tion for November amounted to 9,864,000 
feet, besides 727 tons pine and 14 tons birch 
timber. In October the shipment* aggre­
gated 16,686,000 feek The total quantity 
exported across the Atlantic from January 1st 
to November 30th amounted to 196,896,000 
feet of lumber, 2,408 tons of pine, and 16,904 
of bireh.

good story 
ens of Mk
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I by Mm. _______ ___
• scratched his bred thought- 
final squint at the page of the

• made and provided, and then
gravely said i—“ The battery is made out 
clearly against tile defendant, and I shall 
flue him $1 and'costs for it. Aa to the 
aaeanlk the parties con settle that between 
themselves " 1 '________

The Men noth tes settled upon the reserve 
west of Emerson, Manitoba, are reported as 
making gratifying progress. Last year the 
population of this reserve, which comprises 
seventeen townships, wss 2,841, the total 
anfbunt of grain raised was over 200,000 
barbels, and the value of theis stock and im- 
dements, $140,000. This year the popofa- 
ion is 3.921, their surplus grain, above what 

was needed for seed and home consumption, 
was 293,041 bushels of the value of $161,332, 
and the value of their stock and implements 
amounted to $38A417. There have been 167 
marriages during the year. This is an excel­
lent showing. ______ ______

Denmark has had » Bradkngh case, which, 
however, hss been much mors easily and 
quietly disposed ot than the Epglish one. Dr. 
Edward Brandee, a newly-elected member of 
the Folkething, or Danish Parliament, who 
admitted during the contest that he did not 
believe in a Supreme Being, took the usual 
oath aa entering the House. The President 
had previously sent him a private communi­
cation asking whether he oould conscientious­
ly subscribe to the oath, but he disputed the 
right ef either that official or the House to 
raise 'the question. The Radicals had pre­
viously proposed a resolution against any 
postponement of the ceremony.

Our Reform friends admit that times are 
better now than under the Mackenzie régime, 
bat vigorously protest that no portion of the 
credit is due to the N. P. In the some 
breath they will argue that the exodue i* great­
er now than it was during the unavoidably 
bed times of the Reform period. These con­
tentions do not hang together. If the one be 
true the other must be false. The London 
Free Frees cannot understand how any sane 
man can believe that more people will flee a 
country in good than in bad times ; but the 
F. P. has not sounded the depths of the Grit 
mind. Perhaps the present alleged host of 
exiles could not raise enough to pay their fare 
in Mr. Mackenzie’s era. It this is not a cor­
rect solution of the puzzle our ■■ 
contemporaries have the floor to 
better. _______

Earnest temperanoe mep in the United 
States are beginning to realize the futility of 
the attempt to make men sober by legisla­
tion, and in several quarters a strong feeling 
has been expressed in favour of resorting to 

i. method of moral suasion, which has 
been largely neglected of late for unprofit­
able political work. A new temperanoe 
movement has been started in Boston, the 
object of which is to promote the growth of 
temperance sentiment, ignoring altogether 
the vexed question of prohibition. Governor 
Long presided at the opening meeting last 
week, and expressed himself as heartily in 
favour of the object in view. The new do- 
larture ie calculated to win support in qoar­
ers where the persistent and unreasoning 

elamonr for legislative prohibition would only 
have roused opposition.

already formed by

ttir

end Italy, should the 
there will al*o be emigration depots. Ç 
Messrs, Morton, Rose A Ce., th* agents 
the Dominion Government in London, 
devolve the organization of the general ,

i and Ireland of emi- 
rmany, In Austria, 

Governments permit, 
gration depots. Upon 

Bte of

i th* organization of the general emi­
gration scheme in Great Britain, and Messrs. 
Reinach A Co., of Paris sod Frankfort, mem­
bers of th# syndicate, will superintend the 
arrangements for the Continent. It is hoped 
to open up the Whole of the twenty-five mil­
lion-acre grant to settlers within the next 
ten years.

The special correspondent—we might al­
most say the “ war correspondent "—of the 
London Telegraph, who was despatched to 
the scene of action at Boycott’s farm, gives a 
very realistic description of the wretched 
condition of the Irish peasantry in that part 
of the country. He states that the cabius 
were about the worst dwellings for human 
beings that he had ever seen, having fre­
quently no windows Ad always mud floors. 
Mud walls were common and the thatching 
insufficienk while nearly all these miserable 
abodes were shared by the family pig. “ J 
have been in igany lands," says the writer, 
“ and have *en many Sp-called oppressed 
people at home, but‘1 declare that neither in 
the Russian steppes, nor in the most neg­
lected Bulgarian villages, still leae in the very 
poorest Hindoo hamlets, have I ever seen 
such squalid kraals as the farmers of this 
part of Mayo inhabit" The correspondent 
met with an officer who had lately served in 
Zululand, who declared that not even in the 
worst parts of Cetewayo’s dominions had he 
come across anything so bad.

The Imperial Privy Council have granted 
leave to appeal from the judgment of the On­
tario Court of Appeal confirmed by the 
Supreme Court of the Dominion in the cases 
of Parsons v. the Queen and Citizens’ Insur­
ance Companies. The decision held that the 
Act of the Ontario legislature enforcing uni­
form statutory conditions upon insurance 
companies applied to all offices "doing business 
in the province, whether local Dominion, or 
foreign, and that inasmuch as the companies 
named had not adopted the statutory condi­
tions, their policies most be construed to have 
no conditions as against the insured, though 
the latter were entitled to the benefit of foe

case \
terest by the commercial community, as in­
volving the right of the Local Government to 
control by legislation the contracts made by 
insurance companies and their customers. 
The decision will probably tarn-on the ques­
tion of whether insurance legislation is within 
the scope of the provincial or federal Govern-

A movement has been set on fort in Eng­
land to procure a redaction in the cost of poet 
office orders between Canada and Great 
Britain. The present rate* are as follows :

1 45 I « 1
1 Is. 6d. 1 St M. 1

ML
The change suggested is the division of the 
ten pounds—which is the maximum amount 
transmissible by post office—into five 
;iorts, and the fixing of the rote 
» the amount, thus i

For aume not exceeding 
B | 81 I 86 I £8 I £10

ito five equal 
in proportion

M. Is. 4cL

The new departure in temperanoe refe 
tion work has reached Lsrtoweti, where the 
existing temperanoe association has hi 
widened so os to comprise throe degrees 

unbership—first, those Who in n gene 
way will aid the association : second, those 
who take aa “ anti-treating * pledge | and 
thirdly, total abstainers. The people who 
think no breed preferable to baa a loaf ore 
strong in -denunciation of the movement, 
bet it seeffee to be growing notwithstanding.

The Brantford Telegram publishes what 
purports to be a despatch from Mr. Pattullo, 
of Woodstock, to the Globe, calling upon the 
Utter journal to give him mm» tort ol 
chance by “coming out strong” for M 
Sutherland. There u more truth at the be 
tom of this than is to he found in most 
of the sort The fact that Mr, Pattullo 
the Globe't candidate tends the North Oxford 
contest its chief interest and the fat* which 
has befallen ether Globe candidate» in that 
county may well make Mr. P. uneasy.

It is anticipated that the Newfoundland 
fishermen will suffer severely from destitution 
during the coming winter. The had weather 
on the Labrador coast hae resulted fa much of 
the product of the cod fisheries bring badly 
cured, so that it will not bring over half price. 
Already from some of the destitute districts 
families are abandoning their 1 homes End 
oommg to Sk John’s for relief, and it is likely 
that there will be an unusually heavy drain 
on the resources ot the Government to keep 
the sufferers from starvation. A correspondent 
writing from the Island expresses the opinion
tknt ui§ fijtherioi §x% utttti *

fold.
I redue- 
rthose

_ _ remittances to
England, who are largely immigrant», with but 
little money to spare.

‘ Lord " Marcos Napier Beresford, an al­
leged English nobleman, who some time «face fa­
voured this city with his majestic presence, and 
who left behind him hero certain unredeemed 
pledgee of bis condescension, baa had plebeian 
hand» laid upon him in New York, where he 
has been arrested for forgery. The chargee 
against him are like the items of an auction­
eer’s catalogue—“too numerous to mention.” 
His lordly career covers a period of several 
years. The Scotland Yard detectives have 
been upon his trail since 1876. The particular 
exploit which has got him into his present 
trouble is said to have been performed in 
Utah, to which polygamous'paradise he will be 
returned for trihL If be were an Irish noble­
man be might be more expeditiously disposed 
of by compelling his return to his estate and 
his tenants. His Lordship’s exposure will 
not prevent the tuft-hunters of society from 
being duped by the next airy impostor who 
comes their way with his hair parted at the 
equate* ______ ______ /

The American Textile Record raye 
•Protection hoe been recognized as a national, 

rather than e party question, and no ana of 
the greet parties’to the Preeidentill struggle 
has openly advocated free trade. By 
mon consente on the surface ef public opinion, 
it has been conceded that the principle of the 
existing laws must be maintained, and even 

' the details must be left to such careful cor­
rection as will not disturb the present rela­
tive position of boatnaee interests.” We fa 
Canada ore rapidly attaining a like position. 
The liberals will never ascend to power by a 
free trade crusade. Every election contest 
proves that public opinion rules that the 
“ principle of * the existing laws must be 
maintained." The Cobdeu Club pamphlet 
demolished any hope of a free trade reaction fa the United States. The Opposition 

shea next session will convince the Cano- 
people that protection is no longer » 

jaartj^but a national question, "and that its national question, 'and 
i settled in the-people's fatereek

Poor Captain Boycott bad a pretty hard 
time ot it He had a* ” underground route” 
by whieh he smuggled fa bread and beef and 

at out bis washing ; but it wss discovered 
and blocked. In fact, as eee ef the besiegers 
pet ik they ran him to earth and stopped* the 
brie. One morning he received » letter 
signed by e number of the tenants ««king 
him at what hoar on the following day, 
which was rent day, it would be convenient 
for him to receive the rent*. He thought the 

had relented, and sent beck e nota 
thanking them cordially and fixing S p.m. 
Punctually at that hour, jhe messenger re­
appeared and banded him the following 
letter ;—“ Before paying you our rent, we 
should feel obliged if you would answer the 
following questions—(IV Don’t you wish you 
may get it! (2) How She you anyway Î If 
you’ll come out from among your soldiers and 
police for ten minutes, well hang your hide 
on the market croes. (3) When do you 
think of leaving the country ? We want to 
eee you off.” This undeceived him.

The London correspondent of the Liverpool 
Courier states that Sir Alexander Galt will 
be able to place befere Lord Kimberley at aa 
early interview proposals from the Canadian 

to assist emigration from the

A writer in the Pictou (N.S.) Standard 
calls attention to the advantages offered by 
that locality tor the iron industry. The 
quality ot the different ores, the nearness of 
cool and lime, and the facilities of transit, 
make the future of mining and manufactur­
ing operations very promising in Hopewell 
and neighbourhood, a few miles from Pictou, 
where the writer thinks there is the making 
of a Catron, or a Merthyr TydviL Facilities 
for shipment are being daily increased, and 
no more eligible haven can be found than 
Pictou harbour. In view of the fact that 
steel rails are being largely imported into the 
United States, just because the demand ex­
ceeds the supply, and the enormous require- 
mtut* of the Canadian Pacifie, it is churned 
that the ability of Pictou’s iron region to 
supply the demand should not be overlooked. 
An outlay of two millions in the home manu­
facture of the nils required for the Canadian 
Pacific would eventually be the saving of five. 
It-is nlgcd that a representation should be 
made to the Canadian syndicate of Nova 
Scotia’s iron prospecte, abd an impectiôo in­
vited, with a view to their exploitation.

New Brunswick Liberals are peculiarly 
happy at present because they have found 
another plank far their unpatriotic platform. 
It is tiie annexation cry, which is glossed 
over, not boldly proclaimed, and is urged by 
publishing copious extracts from American 
and English Radical authors of that school 
This policy of the Opposition party is smartly 
rebuked by the Sk John News, which says;—

“ Let that choice be what it may, the beet 
possible preparation she can make for the 
future is to do the duty ef the day and day 
by dly. Let her settle her wild lands, de­
velop her mineral treasures, foster her 
fisheries, push her industries with energy and 
skill in every practicable direction, search for 
markets the world qyer, educate her people, 
guard well her institutions, conserve order 
and liberty alike, perfect her laws, maintain 
the purity of her judicial tribunals, watch 
well all her public servants, and hold them 
to strict accounk and cherish and cultivate a 
wholesome and manly national spirit.”
This is the policy of the present Dominion 
Administration, and in prosecuting it they 
merit the support of patriotic Canadians.

We quote :—
“ There was some talk last evening ef 

the number of Scotch Premiere that Canada 
has had. Three is a probability of a new 
departure at no distant day, when the 
Hon. Edward Bloke,'who is of pure Irish 
descente will, if he has his health, be pretty 
ceitain to occupy that position.’’—SL John, 
N.B.. Telegraph.

“One might almost have forgotten fast 
the Hon. Edward is leader of the Opposition, 
so little has been heard of him lately Item the 
Opposition press. With all respect for the 
Irmh, we think it will be some time before 
Mr. BlakA is leader of a Government in 
CWd*"— Monrtott Tunes.
Such is th* cures of this country. Who 
stops to think of Sir John Macdonald ’• na­
tionality ? Whe ponses to reflect whether 
Sir Richard Cartwright is » Patagonian or a 
Peruvian J The Man, does note We only 
enquire into the man’s policy as published by 
himself. If that policy b« for what we con­
sider the good M Canada, we shall support 
him. If not, we shall oppose him. Lit os 
have done with this cry about men’s nation­
ality and religion fa Canadian politics. Few 
men support the present Administration be­
cause Sir John Macdonald Is Scotch. Many 
men support It because they think Sir John

The development of our railway system has 
fully kept pace with the progress of Canada 
during the last quarter of e century. Even 
twenty years ago the Canadian lines were few 
sad of trifling mileage compared with that 
now fa operation or in course of construction. 
Every fertile section of the Dominion is now 
being opened up by railway communication. 
The Pacific railway will give access to terri­
tory sufficient for on empire. In Ontario and 
Quebec the existing system is being perfected 
by making extensions and connections. New 
Brunswick has lately come to the front as s 
railway-building province. The people ex­
pect that within two years Sk John will have 
two independent lines to the Sk Lawrence, 
independent of the Intercolonial, by means of 
the Lake Megan tic and New Brunswick roads 
Among several short lines of e local character 
which will be pat under construction th* 
principal will be tiie Gape Tormentine line, 
which, besides opening up n fine tract of 
country, will give a shorter and safer route 
to Prince Çdward Island. Nova Scotia is in 
tiie meantime quietly extending her railway 
system, and it will not be long before there 
wül be e continuous line from Yarmouth in 
the extreme west of the Peninsula to the 
Gut of Oanro fa the extreme eask $o rarer 
sign of confidence in Canada’s future could 
be found than that afforded by tiie remarkable 
number of railway enterprises now entered 
upon I-------
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