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Country fairs are popular In the Interior die- mad rare, or the canoe is likely to capsize. Of course, 
this, adds zest to the game. Nearly all the boating clubs 
of England have chosen water pushball as their favorite

from him. Curving through the air, it strikes the ground 
on its larger end. If it turns over on its end and fall* 
In a straight line from the tossers, he wins; if it falls in 
a backward direction toward him, he loses.

The game is usually played by a number of con
testants, the prize going to him who throws the caber 
the greatest distance, completing the clearest circle, with 
a straight fall In the opposite direction.

The principal amusement of men In certain parts of 
Australia la engaging In wood chopping and sawing con

tests.
trlcts. and the chief attraction of the show has come to
he the tree-felling contest.

On the day of the contest the axemen gather at the 
fair, their axes, bright and keen, over their shoulders. 
Each is assigned the high stump of a tree, and as the 

cluster around they begin work. The woods- 
work desperately, and to the man cutting through 

In the shortest time and the most workmanlike

sport.
Circus pushball Is viewed with favor by the Ger- 

women usually participating 1n the arena.mans, young
An equal number of women are placed on opposite 
sides of a huge ball, and those on each side push and 
strain and exert every effort to roll the ball In tho di-

spectators 
men
a stump 
manner the prize Is awarded. rectlon of their competitor».
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are liable to happen something like the same measure 
of protection, or, If not that, of reimbursement for prop
erty losses, as Is now given to those who suffer by fire.

“If, for Instance, we knew from our knowledge of a 
particular locality and our Instruments that an earth
quake or a volcanic outbreak were Impending, It would 
be possible to give the people of that locality a warning

Ttoble them not only to escape with 
to remove all, or much, of their port-

timely enough to 
thoir lives, but all 
able property.

"In thlji way\ the loss of life and wealth could bo re
duced to a minimum. For years the United States 
Weather Bureau has sent out storm or hot or cold wave 
warnings, which have saved thousands of Uvea on land

In another part of the grounds there may be a log- 
sawing contest in full swing, each long, sharp saw being

Australian woodsmen think ft the

“Tossing the caber.” so popular In Scotland, requires 
both muscle and brain. The average American dors not 
care for a game In which the trunks of trees are tossed 
about as if they were quoits.

The “caber" la made of the trunk of a larch or pine 
tree, shaved smooth. It la usually fifteen feet In length 
and must weigh 200 pounds. One end la thicker than 
the other.

To play the game the toeeer stands the caber upright 
on the smaller end He is assisted In thla. The greatest 
difficulty la to raise the pole from the ground unassisted 
and balance it In the palrns of the hands. ,

Holding the pole in his hands, the toeeer runs for
ward a short distance, raises the pole, and with a quick 
movement of the shoulders and arms throws the stick

VJbotfchopp/nQ 
Contest ;rt 
/iustr<sfJta wielded by two men. 

best fun in tho world to saw a thlrty-slx-inch Ironbark
log In a temperature of 120 degrees.

Within the last year many variations of the game 
of pushball have won favor In Germany and England. 
One of the most popular aquatic sports in England 1»
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fist! water pushball.
The ball Is usually made of rubber, and is three 

feet In diameter. The players sre seated In canoes. As 
the ball skims over the water the players speed after It. 

striking it and sending It onward, others endeav- 
Precautlcme musty-be taken In the
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une individual t 
illing to take a co 
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and sea, and have also resulted In the saving of millions 
of dollars' worth of property and crops. Some system 
ak'n to this, I believe, can be worked out with regard 
to earthquakes.

"As It Is now. earthquakes and volcanic outbreaks are 
classed by Insurance companies In tho ‘Act of God' 
category, and payment of losses caused by them refused. 
But with this system In full operation, the earthquake 
sont s would be clearly defined, and people either would 
not build in them or would put up buildings of a con
struction that would defy an earthquake or in which ths 
damage would be minimized.

“With this done, I see no reason why an earthquake 
risJs-'TiVuld not be assumed as well as a fire risk. At 

«(San Francisco it was the fire, not the earthquake, that 
caused the great bulk of the property loss. Severe as 
the earth tremor was, modernlv constructed building» 
withstood the shocks fairly well.

“In Oriental countries, where seismic disturbances ar» 
common, >the style of building construction is such that 
no great property loss results, even though the disturb
ance Is severe.

‘Aside from building cost, there are many other 
things that would tend to lessen the risks. At San 
Francisco, for instance, the breaking of the gas and water 
mains contributed greatly to the damage, the former be
cause it liberated fuel which spread the flames and the 
latter rendering the fire department practically helpless.

“A method of laying such mains in a ‘quake’ district 
could be formulated. It seems to me. that would prevent 
a recurrence of the San Francisco disaster.

“Of course, the expense of such a laboratory and 
system might be large at first, but once established, I 

convinced It would scon prove its value. If It saved 
lives, I think that would place It on the same plan»

am
some
as the Weather Bureau.

“As to Instruments, we have the seismograph, but It 
will be necessary to evolve others which will give u® 
more definite and earlier warnings of threatened disturb
ances In the earth’s strata. The seismograph Is good 
enough so far as It goes, but we will have to have others.

“This means constant experimenting until we can get 
something that will work accurately, and then further 
experimenting until a system Is formulated by which 
forewarnings can be tent out. The first necessity is the 
endowment In this age, given that, all things are pos
sible.”

t S IT possible tô put earthquakes upon an in
surance basis ? Sineo the Kojug^ton disaster 
there has been considerable discussion of this 
suggestion.

That disaster set Professor Thomas A.. .1 ag- 
linrvnrd’s earthquake expert, at work anew

is de-
gar,
upon the problem. If earthquake insurance 
cided to be practicable, how are such risks to be 
assumed ; should they be part of the ordinary busi
ness of insurance companies, or. undertaken by a 
specially organized corporation to the end that 
losses in life and property may be minimized ?

For Professor Jaggar aims at more than in
surance against financial loss ; he would couple 
with his scheme definite scientific plans to foretell 
earthquakes—or the probability of them just as 
the Weather Bureau now sends out warning of
approaching storms.

He has studied carefully the conditions pre
ceding and following the Kingston disaster, as 
well as those attending San Francisco’s catas
trophe. All these observations are now being con
sidered in connection with data relating to the 
latest eruption of Mount Vesuvius and the terri
ble calamity in Martinique. The deeper Professor 
Jaggar goes into the subject the stronger advocate 
he becomes of earthquake insurance and of plans 
to give timely warning to persons in a threatened 
danger zone.

HE insurance Idea I have not elaborated as to 
detail yet,” he stated recently. “But I am con
vinced it Is fully as practicable as many other 

forms of Insurance now carried.
T1

"If we could get a sufficiently large endowment to per
mit of the establishment of a laboratory, either at Har
vard or some other place, where earthquake conditions 
could be studied by the aid of the very latesp-a
known to science and by the leading veologjfcal and seis
mic experts of the world, I am convinced thatTt would

ppllauces

not be long before science would be able tq give to the 
people who live tn districts where such lsturbances

HE blase world has many different and 
sometimes strange ways of amusing it- 

New games and sports are being 
devised continually.

It frequently happens, toe, that a sport which 
entertains one nation vastly is voted slow and un
interesting by another.

“Tossing the caber,” so popular in Scotland, 
finds few devotees on the Continent; pushball finds 
favor in England and rocketball in France and 
Germany. Other countries are very slow to ap
preciate the good points of America’s own baseball 
game. The Australian works like a Trojan in his 
wood-chopping contests, and declares it great 
•port.

T self.

F YOU find yourself abroad this year and visit any 
of the seaside resorts of France or the watering 
places of Germany, you will no doubt become fa/- 
mlllar with rocketball.

“It is a game Americans never learn, never," a pretty 
French woman was heard to remark last summer cm the 

A group of American tourists stood

I But learn It—no.

sands at Trouville. 
by watching the gome In progress.

Along the shore were a score of men and women, 
mostly women. Few men, it la said, have the patience to 
learn rocketball.

Success la acquired only after long practice and study. 
This Is the reason, perhaps, that It appeals to the women 
4>f France as bridge whist does to their English and
American sisters.

A pretty young woman took her stand on the base, 
ghe held two sticks, to each of which a long thread was 

With a little laugh she threw a celluloidAttached.
spool Into the air, and suddenly wheeled Into the field, 
Jumped forward and backward and pirouetted In a be
wildering maze of movements. She took little running 
step* backward and forward breathlessly, then, with a 
triumphant laugh,'" captured the spool by cleverly twist
ing the thread about it.

With a dexterous movement of the arms she brought 
the two sticks together—and the glittering spool went 
■pinning over the neutral field to the opposite base. She 
bad performed the feat,

The object of the game Is to capture the spool with 
the string before it falls to the ground and, by a manipu
lation of the sticks, wind the string about It In such a 
way that it can be thrown to the desired goal.

To do this requires great agility and quickness of 
Action, while practice of the game Is said to strengthen 
the muscles and to give one a remarkable ease and

The game permits many varia-grace of movement, 
tiona, and Is sold by enthusiasts to be more difficult and 
Interesting the* lawn tennis.
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S IN human society, there is a division in 
the society of animals. There are aristo
crats and plebeians, there are clogs with 

pedigrees and cats of most obscure parentage. 
There are fashionable pigeons, cultured parrots 
and demure blushing chameleons.

Many remarkable things have been done for 
pets by their owners, and the members of the ani
mal world of fashion are feted and dined, taken 
to functions ranging from shows to banquets, 
buried in silk-lwd c, ffins, or, if they survive the 
owner, sometimes become heirs to large fortunes.
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7 J*£OOP MORNING. Fldo, a Merry Christmas. 
Nice doggie, now—don’t go's like oo's 
‘Tristmas tree? Oh !”Gu ma *\£1 ■bIn a tone of deep reproach. Miss Kath

erine M. Hull, a wealthy Chicago society maid—pretty, 
petite and graceful—turned to her fox terrier last 
Christmas morning to chide him for nls disgraceful 
behavior.

In the corner of a room In the luxurious ranch 
home owned by Miss Hull, on Elk creek, fifteen miles 
from Pine Grove, Col., she had set up a Christmas tree 
for her dogs—yes indeed, a wonderful tree—and they 
didn’t seem to fully appreciate It.

No sooner were the German mastiff, the Irish setter, 
the two English bull terriers, and Fldo, the fox terrier, 
let Into the room, than Fldo made a leap for the tree. 
Tho other thoroughbreds followed, and—well, Miss Hull 
said Santa Claus wouldn't remember her pels next Christ
mas.
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» «r MFor the benefit of her pets. Miss Nannie Sloan, a 

well-known Baltimore society girl, also put up a tree 
last Christmas. Laden with musages meaty haut 
bones and Juicy morsels of chicken,«it was Just about 
as mouth-watering a thing as could be presented to 
any dog. Many friends gathered on Christmas morn
ing at Miss Sloan's country residence, near Lutherville 
Ma., to see the three dogs celebrate Christmas
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BANQUET FOR PET ANIMALS o •/

> ;oChristmas trees for dogs? you ask. Yes, and these 
are only a few of the many remarkable things people 
have done for their pets.

Perhaps you do not recall the recent banquet given 
by Mrs. Minnie Flake Griffin, a fashionable matron of 
Evanston, 111., to her ten pet animals. Or the funeral 
of Lady Nada In Jersey City. Or the monument erected 
by Gabriel d’Annunsto to hls dog—“his mort faithful 
friend.” It may have been lorgutten bv many that 
Miss Charlotte Ivar. of New York, after the Madison 
Square Garden fair last fall, purchased spectacles to 
protect the bide eyes of her cream-colored mare Dim
ples. z

Mise Jvar created a sensation 
horse, which Frank Melville p 
Oklahoma. *t the fair.
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Dinners given to pets are becoming the thins am n §>• Teter'■ Lutheran Church, North Wales, Pa., Charles
society matrons. At that given by Mrs Griffin wa $“■ .®eBn wae »ued recently. Bean said In court
•potless pig, with a now as pink us a oiuan u «• w den removod the precious ashes, but maintained
dined on creamed asparagus; a guinea pig whose opinion hedn-Vle J. *ht lîtTthî tombstone remain.
dent“r^*oVl»Tiite'aWpSrrSt whlc^sp^ke" Frenc^V^hamé- th« ^nels ef the late*Mark Hanna.Cwae*ran Pevent

Hetty Yates, daughter of Corporation Counsel Austin À £î,?rk«l,^ren tv a1- 11 * ’ a P****1'1- who aseei ted It chueed
Yates, of that city At the buffet liver and kidney and îÏLieîi?"»* ? ,n<D 03wlr*
many tube, do, dainties appeared on the email menu iSKeTw lD h‘VÜ1B h,“

BMause he burled his pet dog in the ehurch yard of hi® ^“oney^1 be“tsr purpoas"

New York. Miss Wendell le said to have refused 1760,000 
recently for the lot, because her dog Trixie would have 
no other place In which to take exercise.

There are fashions In pet doge as In everything ell 
Perhaps the most royal dog Is the King Charles spanleL

Queen Victoria—the French bulldog, with Itg erect ear? 
and the German dachshund, with us long body and short 

*11 patricians of the dog world.
Thousands of dollar» are spent by fanciere-men and 

sr women—for the most select scions of these royal families
Pk>r the comfort of fashionable doge a hotel (s conducted 

a at Idstone, England. It is the 8t Regis of dogdom, andï îsT^azi ss?"u ■i“> ue/ ,h« -- «Ri».™

mala. Yet this is often done. According to the will of 
the late Benjamin D. Weeden one Of the wealthiest prop
erty owners of Providence, R. I„ 110,000 was bequeathed 
to hls favorite mare Kitty, hls dog Laddie, hls parrot 
Captain Corcoran and hie wife's 

Thomas A. Maitland, the late

that he 
that he

pug dog Puck. 
New York clubman and

banker, who always took an active part In the horse 
shows at Madlfton Square, commended hls horses to the 
oars of hls wife, with directions that they be shot when 
they passed the age of service,

Mrs. Emma Sandt, who died some time ago in Easton, 
Pa., asked ot the beneficiaries of her will that all her 
catssnd dogs excepting two be chloroformed.

Perhaps the most valuable playground enjoyed by 
k a mao oould dispose of dog Is that maintained by Miss Josephine j. Wendell 
than by willing It to ani- Fifth avenue, between Thirty-ninth and Fortieth «tree

INSURE AGAINST EARTHQUAKES-WHY NOT? ASKS SCIENCE
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WHAT PEOPLE WHO LIKE PETS DO FOR THEM
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