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Germans Repulsed in Fresh Attack West of Merville
----------------------------------------------- - *------------------------------------ ---------------------------------- v -------------------------------------------------------------- :__________________  ■
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ed Against Forcing Change in 
Government—Large Section of 
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;jnyBulletin, London, April 13.— 
attack last night west of MervilT 
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W London, April 13.—A proposal by Irish National* 
ists to omit the conscription of Ireland clause from the 
Government man Power bill was rejected by a majority 
of 172 in the House of. Commons last night, The total 
vote shows that a large section of the House abstained 
from voting.

The debate in the House yesterday and last nightj 
was remarkable for the speech of former Premier As* 
quith, who, while strongly objecting to the conscrip* 
tion of Ireland, frankly declined to take the respon* 
sibility at the moment the nation is facing a grave 
military crisis of pushing that opposition to the extent 
of forcing a change in the government.

Henry E. Duke, chiçf secretary for Irland, made a 
brave attempt to conciliate the Irish members. The 
effort led to strong altercation with the Nationalists 
at the close of the debate.

The government spokesman in the House, Andrew; 
Bonar Law, in a brief speech winding up the discus* 
sion„*contended that the government had a moral right! 
in what they were doing and would be craven not to do it. 

We could not teB America she had the right to con* 
script Irishmen in the’ United States while we had not the 
same right at home,” he said. “We intend at the earl*

I iest moment to introduce a bill which we hope will give 

Home Rule, or rather local government, to Ireland.”
. This étatemènt brought1 a fresh uproar and laugh*

I ter from the Irish members. -
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The British advanced their j 
borhood of Festubert and took 

There was heavy fighting 
Eglise and Wulverghem and th 

progress at a late hour last ni 
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Bulletin. London, April < 
on England, one German air ' 
and another penetrated almo 
it was officially announced totcL.,.

Paris, April 13.—Most of the bombs dropped during 
last night’s air raid, fell in one spot, striking a house. It 

; RAID ON PARIS.
was evident the raiders found their work much more dif­
ficult under the new system of aerial defences and drop­
ped their bombs hastily.

It was a still, darlç night, of the sort most favorable

The theatres were in the midst of their performances 
when the sounding of sirens and the noise of anti-air-craft 
guns gave warning that the raiders were approaching 
The crowds ih the theatres made their way to the cellars 
or to other shelters nearby, arrangements for which had 
been made in advance. In the cellar of the Comedie 
Française one of the performers, sang /old French 
songs
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SERVICES ON NEW TIME.

At a meeting of the execu­
tive of the Brantford Minis­
terial Association held this 
morning, it was agreed to ob­
serve new time at all the city 
churches on . Sunday unless 
otherwise Indicated in church 
notices.

MERVILLE IS ONLY FOE
OBJECTIVE GAINED

By Courier Leased Wire
With the British Army in France, 

April 13—By the Associated Press— 
With the exception of Merville, th6 
Germans thus far have not reached 
their objectives In part for the pres­
ent drive north and south of Armen- 
tieres, but to-day’s developments In­
dicated that the enemy had no in­
tention of. abandoning . the assault 
immediately. A captured German 
document reveals that there were to 
be three smashse on the front north 
and south of ^rmentieres. One had 
Baillent as its main objective, the 
other Merville and Aire and the 
third Bethune.

Not less • than twenty-eight divis­
ions bad been employed hy the ene­
my in this pretentious program, 
which has meant that at some places 
the British have been very heavily 
outnumbered. 
aggregates 13,000 to 14,000 men, 
including 7,500 rifles.

St. Venant-, between Merville and 
Aire was heavily attacked to-day 
bv strong forces of Germans after 
their success of last night, 
save them possession of Merville. 
The enemy seem . desirous of reach­
ing Aire, a railway center, and were 
throwing large numbers of troops in­
to the conflict in an attempt to drive 
the British back. The German threat 
in this direction undoubtedly Is of 
considerable importance.

The fighting to-day continued to

be of the bitterest nature, not only in 
the Merville neighborhood, where the 
main assault was made, but also 
northward, from Givenchy.

Yesterday and last night the ene­
my continued his pressure from 
Wytschaete southward and gradual­
ly forced the British to fall back 
from Ploegsteert and Ploegsteert 
wood, until the battle was being 
staged to-day near Neuve Eglise, to 
the ^est.

In the meantime steady pressure 
was maintained in the Estaires sec­
tor, beyond which lay Merville and 
Aire. During the night the enemy 
pushed back the defences at Lestrem 
and captured Calonn'e-sur-Lys, just 
southwest of Merville. At the same 
time they pressed dawn through 
Neuf Berqufln, a little above Mer­
ville, and these two converging 
forces hurled themselves on the 
town.
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Giving way before greater num- 
whlch I hers the British fell back toward St. 

Venant, fighting doggedly all the 
way against the closely pressing Ger­
mans. A sanguinary 
ceediug to-day east 
with the British making determined 
stand. During the night the British 
counter-attacked west of Steen- 
werck, west of Armentleres, and re- 
occupied La Bacque after hard fight­
ing.

The German attack about Given­
chy, on the southern dnd of the 
battle line, was being pressed to-day 
by some htoe divisions. There 
been virtually no cessation in the 
fighting here since the beginning of 
the battle Tuesday. Thus far the 
British have maintained a stone wall 
defence agalnpt which the Germans 
have flung themselves with heavy 
losses. To-day the casualty list of 
the taking troops was swelled ap­
pallingly as the British artillery and 
machine guns pounded concentration! 
points and troops advancing in close 
formation.

The work of the British gunners 
at Givenchy has been noteworthy. 
On the first day when, the Germans 
swept forward en masse, and the situ- 

grave, many artillery- 
for hours shooting

the convention report recommen 
that the exchequer shall have the 
proceeds of Irish taxes, direct 
indirect, subjected to an agreed 
tributton to the Imperial exp<
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LINK EAST 
[Standard Time.
Uuelpn. Palmeretoe end 
das, Hamilton, Niagara

roronlo and Montreal. 
Hamilton, Toronto and 
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East.
Hamlltoa, Toroato, Nl-
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London, .Detroit, Port
London, Detroit, Port

london and Intermediate
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c Railway
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MARCH 3RD, 1918.
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KLE PILLS £ôÜîh5
Complaint. $5 a box, 
Is tores. Mailed to any 
I. The Scobell Dkuo

) ||E|| Restores Vim 
• and Vitality;
-eases ‘"grey matter'; 
». $8 a box, or two fof 
lil on receipt oi price, 
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