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tuke more ‘muchinery than we could provide. The
Volunteer furce was very well, and that was the most
important part of the survice. "Plme was the great
objeet to the wilitia, and if they were called out for
six days, he comsidered thes it would be quite long
encugh. They should not be called out after the
fifteenth of July, and Lo thought fve days loag
enough time to have thew out in one year. ‘

Hos, LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION could
not agree that it would be pradent to sivike out the
pumber ¢ ten duys.”” The law did not shy that they
should serve so long; it merely said thab the time
shorld not excecd * ten days.”  Perhaps they would
not be called out for moere than one duy., We did not
know how soon we might be in the midst of a war,and if
such should ever happen, then it would be of the
highest importanee to be able to eall vut the wilitia a
periad for efficient deilling.  If the Government con-
sidered time such a matter of importance to the agri-
cultural portion of the people, perhaps there would be
no nond to call them out at all. If the law said they
must be ealled out it would be quite different, but it
did not ; it only said that they wight be called out
for a’period not to exceed ten days. In Nova Scotia
the Government could call thom out for a period of
twenty-eight days, . ,

De. JENKINS supposed the fault was bis own in
bringins the rvesclutivn forward ; but certaiuly ke
failed 1o perceive the furce of the arguments advanced,
or of the reasons wiich had been given. If the
amendment was ot to be passed this year he would
withdraw it . . ‘

My, HOWAT belicved the number of days could
uot excecd ten, and the militia wight not be
called out ocmce in the year. He felt disposed to
compliment the other side of the House for the sup-
port they had given o this Bitl

Flon. Mr. LAIRD was under the impression, from
what had falien from the hon. member for George'vwn,
t¢hat he considered the power to call out the militia
was in the hauds of the Government. His (Mr
Laird’s) opinion hud been that it was the prerogative
of the Commander-in-Chicll

o LEADER OF THE OPTOSITION.—The
power was in the hands of the Conmander-in-Chief ;
but the Goverasent for the time being was responsible
for the action of the Commander-in-Chief when he
called out the militia or volunteer forees,

Hou, 3r. HENDERSON said it was admitted that
we were under responsible govermment; but if the
hon. member for Bedeque was right, the contrary was
1he case, and the late Government had been, in some
ipstanees, wrongly blamel. He could not see the
force of the hon. mrember’s remarks; but then he
would excuse him, as no doubt he had not had sufficient
gime yet to gain experience in these matters; but
under responsible government there were few acts for
which the Commander-in-Chief was personally re-
sponsible. Ile received udvice from his nine council-
lors, and they were held responsible for what he did.
As to the ten days’ drill, he would say in reply to the
Leador of the Government, that it was entirely in the
hands of the Government to regulate the time; they
might make it one day or ten, but it could not exceed
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could not net at all. He wouid prefer lon
part of the BUL ax it was  He beleved
amendment of the hon. member contr
principle, but belug new might
would tlerefore vequire more mature
Az the people were 1o be muteviudly o
before it was adopted, they should have it}
thelr notice through the press. Such wus the course
adopted in Great Britwin, and by it the publie wind
wus prepared for wny change thut wos considered ad-
dsable to be iwreduced. It would be prefersble w
see it coming in with the consent of the people.

Flow, BMr. LAIRD. —Notwithstanding the ght wih
which the hon, member for Murray Huwrbor bad on-

denvored (o surround his ideas, he had ot cer-
taiuly, made the matier very clear; yet. it i was to
be understood that the Government wus o be re-
sponsible for the manner in which this service was to
be performed, it was well to know it. But he (Hon.
3r. Laird) still thought that in these muiiers an
independent power wus placed in the hauds of the
Commander-in-Chief.

Hon., LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION suid
that if the hon. member would refer to the Briti-h
authorities, he would find that the power was in the
hands of the Commander-in-Chief ; but at the spme
time this power was placed in the hands of the Gov-
crument as a part of the legitmate fanctions of ve-
sponsible government 3 and the hon. munber, so long
as he remained in the Executive, would find that
the Government would and mmst be held responsible
for the acts of the Comnander-in-Chief.

Hon, LEADER OF THE GOVERNMEXNT

aid

T

have 1o eall the people oul to muster for v 1
time as ten days in ench year; he would) due ,
like to see the time rveduced to five or six dovs and
would wove thut the thne be redurved to dive days,

{Ton, LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION thou
i the hon, menber would but give the matter o i
wmore consideration, he woubld arrve auite w dif
ferent couclusion.  When i 1805 the dvills for the
volunteers were much shorter than they were now.
there was o rvemonsirance against the shortuess of hoe
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time. Lt wonld be scen also by the Bill of lasr vonr
that they ecould be ealled outr for ten days only. wiltie

in Nova Seotia they could be ealled ont for tweney-
eight days, and in Wew Brunswick and Canada the
requirements were more stringent still. - Ile thaupls
reproach might be east upon vur loyalty if we wer
reduce the time. «

Hon. ATTY. GENERAL cousidered
amendment would be o rash mevement.

Dr. JENKINS thonght if such an amendment v
earried, it wonld be as well to piteh the Bill altogether.
If such was made, many of the Volunteers would full
off. o
Mr. P. SINCLAIR would be very willing to have
any amendment that would benefit the movement, but
he believed that if this one was carried it would destroy
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the affair altogether. As long as the country had



