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DOMINION CHURCHMAN. [November 8,

continue till “ the consummation of the age,” wool» 
at onoe and forever cease. Else, what could the 
Apostolic commission be worth, in connection with 
the promise :—“Lô! I am with you alway ? 
The commission in connection with the promise 

. surely involves the dogma of Apostolical succes- 
aion ; otherwise the commission would end when 

if vthe Twelve,” died. Apd as 
,,;|M“:8a<ppnantal Grace, it must be an entirely 

,Pfw idea to suppose that Christ would require His 
S#pW»;todo anythingat all without connecting

pf the act He Himself required to be done. Such an 
y ; idea would be a discovery of the nineteenth century 

WQSthy ef the infidel i‘ Hatch,” the chosen theologi 
1<);cfl authority of the “ Protestant Divinity School ’’ 
c of Toronto. (May heaven defend us from the poison 
jo disseminated by such a school 1) la regard to one 
nfijppsifsnt take this text “Years all the child 

9jimM. GwMhnough the foith ip Christ Jesus. For 
as pany of you as were baptised into Christ have

.88!

jy prinnSufiSr orngnin Repent ye therefore, 
b rouriaeion of sins. ” And
•nfÊtm /HîWe twelpriad with Him throwjk hop- 

deatii.” And especially St. Peter's wends : 
now saves" ttaptismo) 1 St-

Peter «mu fijr- to fyzr the other Sacrament, the 
, A take the following from the “ Evan- 
,itl “ The enp of blessing which 

is it not a communion of the blood of 
tiUMti’We Weak is it n, 

of Christ fM And connect 
1 words ^“Except ye 

tihifhlood of the Son of Man
.«S'ttj Lif'it-- l;.i -,

allowed to throw the

is in America where Methodism has made most 
progress ; and in America the Church had to con­
tend against such hnormous odds that the wonder 
is that she survived at all. Fahey an Episcopal 
Church, whose members could not receive either 
confirmation or ondulation without crossing the 
Atkntift—and that not in a Cunard liner, but in 
the old tubs that sometimes took three months to 
malm the voyage. No earnest or thoughtful Church­
man ever can, or ever wiH forgive the State for the 
difficulties which it placed in the way of creating a 
Colonial Episcopate,” etc.

The “ (Ecumenical ” appears to have received not 
much attention in England. Its meetings were 
held in the little meeting house called “ City Road 
Chapel ” having room for the “ delegates " and 
about 800 more ; but with the exception of the first 
day, there were many vacant seats. The Times 
speaks of the affair as “a monster class meeting, 
assembled to confess and hear confessions, and to 
collect subscriptions for the more speedy distribu­
tions of the rest of mankind into weekly classes.” 
The speakers and writers seem to have been sadly 
cramped in their efforts to spread themselves, by a

earnestness............... But yet we fail to see that
Wesleyanism can do much in these critical times 
to guide the thought of the world, to solve the great 
questions of the Chuitfii of the future, and to justify 
its own isolated position and claims of authority as 
a great Christian communion. , In theology it 
claims no originality; it is contented with the 
* Evangelical Arminianism ’ of Wesley, and, unljfce 
other religions bodies, professes to be guided, not 
by carefully drawn Creeds or Articles, but by 
accordance with the doctrine of his sermons. In 
thought and practice, we do not find anywhere a 
marked impress of either intellectual or spiritual 
leadership ; we cannot gain any better grasp of 
ultimate principles ; we cannot point to any great 
attempt to deal with the terrible problems of faith 
in our own time, or to strike out any new line of 
Christian progress and victory. ..... We see 
in Wesleyanism a powerful subordinate agency in 
the Church of Christ, but none of the nobler and 
grander features of a Church in itself."

The extent and strength of the Wesleyan com 
munion considered as a whole, preclude at ones 
the sanguine hopes of an easy reabsorption in 
Anglican Church, in which some have toorule restricting them to twenty minutes each. Ac­

customed as they are to scatter an infinite number I indulged. But the fact nevertheless remains, 
of words in almost every conceivable direction, they I there is, in the abstract, little to forbid 
: bund twenty minutes not enough to get through with the Church, and that, in practice, such 
their introductory paragraphs. would supply the very things in which both

On the Conference generally a recent number of are deficient. Wc should gain greater play of 
the Guardian has some interesting remarks. The gions emotion and popular power, 
writer says :—“ The first thing that strikes vs on would gain a true ecclesiastical position, 
examination is that Wesleyanism at the present I with the higher elements of religions thought
moment is mainly an American rather than a 
British communion. Of its members, nearly four- 
fifths are found in the United States and Canada, 

aside as ir book of no authority It is dearly therefore a system which adapts itself]
better to American, and Colonial, than to English 
society, and flourishes most where it is not brought 
into juxtaposition with the Church of England, 
from which it sprang. Next we notice that those

ecclesiastical life.
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Lop-sided Liberty.

HE well known aphorism which 
only to be “a choleric ürord”

government—starting from the men whom Wesley, I I ' 
against the remonstrance of his brother Charles,
ordained reluctantly as ‘Bishops,’ only when he which in a Privato “ w rank blasphemy," 
found refusal to consecrate from the Episcopal U^ly rendered : “ That which js 
authorities at home—are more than eleven-twelfths|» a gross offence in a 
of the American body, *»d little less than three- At the opening of the

the -is Mot meeting of a number of

fourths of the whole Wesleyan communion, More- p101011*0 ^aat we®^* *he Bev. 
over we observe that while in ‘ British ’ Methodism, Principal of the so-called “ Divinity 
the proportion, of local (or lay) preachers to the|Pre8ent and 8P°^6’ also *he Beys, 
itinerant ministers is nearly ten to one, in the|an<* Bainsford. Now “we do not

i -MMbodilit delegates from various parts of American bodies it is about ten to nine, and in these men’8 consciences,” nor propose,
j-jcx . w-w-: f. - a aw* 'w e ■. . ‘ isf f, . ta » « a «a • _ ■* 1 I • « . « • , ■ •

K> *|
^ tàe nforid dhoald dignify itself with thr title 

(Boumsnioal " is only one of the many instances 
*1 people asiag fine wordswithout the remotest 

ï eft thr> meaning of the terms they employ.
r contemporary remarks ;—“ The airs 

-^if^aMHMuility' wtioh the speakers gave them- 
•^ sèlyéeefoi ;nkât the Americans would term 

. mntien * Not only had they formal debates on 
nt Methodism ’ and on ‘ Methodism 

iMilf bend of brotherhood among the nations,' but 
*«né enthusiastic speaker went so for as to suj 

• font our Lord had prayed that Wealeyans might be 
onel It does not seem to have occurred to anybody, 
that to apply to a sect, ho*eter,hig, a word which 
implies the whole habitable globe is something 
worse than sn Irish ‘bull.’ To Mr. Myers, a Uni 
ted, ' Free Methodist ’ (!) we are indebted for a 
new definition of ‘ catholic,’ namely, that it means 
‘ vnivenal and general, liberal and free from bigo- 

-tey.' Tnie may do very well for the devil’s counter­
feit of catholicity, hut the word really means the 

* whole Church and the whole Truth, without admix- 
1 rmfiNfwrifi«m or heresy. ”............ “Of course it

Episcopal Methodism the two bodies nearly ap-|CrotowelliaD 8tyie> brain them in 
proach equality. We gather also, from a speech of I Christ with a musket, bnt <we do protest 
Dr Buckley, an American delegate, that the ad-|their enjoying the liberty to thus 

ion of members in his country is conducted 0n I own .Church, turn their backs, upon 
a different system from that which prevails hereJ0*^8 an^ duty, and disturb the minds 
and apparently on principles of somewhat greater another olergymau, who at the wont 
reedom. All these things seem to show that where *° accusers, is only going a step too 

Wesleyanism has chiefly flourished it has, in organi- anot^er direction, but who, as a matter of 
zing itself as a communion, borrowed more than|ri°n8 palpable fact is simply 
at home—in the name of Episcopacy and the recog-1 Church as he has sworn to do, 
nition of authority in its Bishops, in the greater I *°.the Bishop, held up to public 
wominence of a regular ministry, and perhaps in a| driven to renounce the exercise of 

more comprehensive system of membership—from ministrations.
;he Church in which the Wesleyan society firstl ** “ ”8^* ^or our Clergy to give aid

arose. ................... Its itinerant ministry, while tenance to the Baptist body, then it
we observe that its fotal defect as a pastoral agency I *>r **iem *° *° the» vow “ to drive
i s beginning to he felt, is obviously excellent, jf I erroneous doctrine or, they must think the
made complementary to a parochial system, as I**8* theory on baptism to be tiie truth, and 
Wesley hoped that it would be. The ‘ class ’ sys- the8e olerS7 Dmst he ready as Shakespear 
tern, whatever modifications it may need, especially |“ *° rewovaco~his own baptism.” Those clergy ap­

plauded the name of one Baptist pictAer whom 
we heard say, “ The Church of England 

creation or maintenance of spiritual I damned mote souls than it has saved," and who

in the recital of ‘ spiritual experiences ’ has an ex-
raordinary power as an organization for church 

unity, and the


