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}e\-ery third man was going through these ridi-
 culous motions while the services were closing,
although the sermon bad been excellent. Why

do not people, wait until the proper time to do’,

_PULPIT MANNERS.

S ———— - ——-

THE HIGBER LIFE.

Itouduimtpuldmhhh-mgotoli-:the cheap reputation that Tollowed his late leap clearly defined ideas, expressed
on the platform, where you are courteously from Unitarianism into the lap of Orthodoxy, | language of the people. Such, too,
received. At the amnnaqloouymg.{muum once fall back upon & lower plane.. style of the early Methodist preachers ;

butldouvie?mnhthnqrbof time and | He boasts of his in! to build a church in | must our fine preschets condescend to adopt ' pay the minister’s stipend ? Will it pay bis|  Tpjs subiect has n:':r_red to us by lineuing!
llbor: There is an exuberarce of good natare| New York, where * the rustling silk and the | it they would bave *‘ commén people hear sccouats? Faacy bim going to his baker and | (, gistinguished elergymen of different deno- | these thrings ! There is & time for everything,
beaming from his face, and a twinkling in the | noiseless calico shall sit sije by side.” Iny'lh- gladly.” | butcter, and instead of mosey, turaing up the | o ions who attract the ‘multitude. It may | but that time does not always_ occur 'during
corner of his eye indicative of lurking but in-| who heard this utterance thought ti at he would |- AS to read discourses, they may be tolerated | whites of his eyes to say, ** Your reward s "he seid ¢ them (bat Shay oo mes of wery | church services.” N

nocent mischief. While be has doubtless made | have to lay. aside the large gold ring which be | in ministers of other denominations, but ought | above.” T fancy they would reply, ** Ob, 80, | ynd succeed in doing abyout what the l:;der
some mistakes (who has not?) and while he|sports on his little finger before be would rea- . ‘

in the plainest  but from silks and satins, how disgusting ! The |
was the | vilest cante—enough to make religion stink in! -
such | the nostrils of the world. Does that saying FY A WEARER.

Suggested by Gerry's Picture of ** The Land
of Beulah.

Past the sbadow of the valley,
Wkhere Apollyon's forces rally,
Far bevond the Giant’s shouting,
) From the gloomy Castle Doubting,
Pause, O worn and fainting Christian !
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You have gained
Eatrance t6 a land where never
Sun hath waned.
Day or night it ne’er forsaketh
Aught its radient gleam awaketh ;
And, with never-ending singing,
Lo! the whole vast plain is ringing !

*Tis the glorious ** Land of Beulah,”
And the Bridegroom is its ruler!
Bordering on the city golden;
See the white-winged seraphs holden,
Here to join' in holy converse
Vg With the saint!
And to breathe sweet words of comfort,
] ) Lest he faint
With the dark forebodings dreaded,;
«Erz the narrow stream is tlreaded;
Ere the distant, longed-for portal
Opeus u; the-young immortal. {

Oh! th¢ enchanting glimpses givep,
In this border land of heaven! °
"Yonder, where the sunbeams quiver,
Flows the life-bestowing river ;
And the rare foundations glisten
In the light,
Till the eager eye is blinded
At the sight.
And the heart grows sick with longing
For the richer joys belonging
To the beauteous home Elyrian,
Never kennéd by mortal vision.

Ah! sweet'eyes, whose saint-like glances
Oft my very spul entrances,
In this Beulalf'land you've tarried,
And to hearts without bave carried
Strong assuraice of the promised
Land of rest.
For your far-off look and rapture
Have contessed
. All the glorious earnests given
To the soul just rpe for heaven—
Ripe in all the Christian graces,
And prepared for higher places.

Knowing this, bow can I wonder,
That sometimes you wish the sunder
Ot clay bonds that clinging tightly,
Hinder us from seeing rightly ?
Yet, dear heart, I cannot, canoot
Give thee up ;
Daily do I pray, ¢ O, Father!
- Take this cup,
Only this: so bitter measure
Surely cannot be Thy pleasure,
Qur sad earth doth weed such beauty
To refresh-its paths of duty.” -

Yet, unless my beart can duly
Trust His love, and utter truly,
¢ Not my will, but Thine” forever,
Well I kfiow that I can never
Feast with thee in happy foretaste
Of the joy
Waiting in the home where ectereth .
« No aamnoy.
So I bow in meek submission—
‘Praying that the glorious vision,
And the joys of Thy fair Beulah,
Mine may be, O gracious Ruler!
—Congrégationalist.

From Central Christian Advocate.
NEW YORK AND BROOKLYN PULPIT
NOTABLES.

—

BY W. K. MARSHALL.

Brooklyn has fitly been called the * city of

churches.” You cannot walk more than two
or thiree blocks without coming upon a Chris-
tian temple. Most of them excel in plainness
within and ‘without, but some are models ot
architecture. All are capacious and convenient.
The centres ot pulpit attraction in Brooklyn,
are Beecher; Talmadge and Cuyler, In New
York, Hepworth, Ormiston, Hall and Chapin.
I propose a briet sketch of some of them.

BEECHER AND HIS CHURCH.

Beecher draws more strangers than any other
preachers in these cities. They flock to his
chuich before the doors are opeaed. Strangers
are not permitted to enter until 10} o’clock.
Until that time they stand in rows on either
side of the stairway ‘and vestibule, clear ont
to the street and patiently watch the richly
attired pew-holders as they quietly pass into
the bouse. The citizens of the place feel that
this is bumilitating and will not endure it, but
strangers from a distance are s0 anxious to hear
Beecher, that they willingly stand in the line
and take their chances. Promptly at 10}¢

o'clock, the anxious crowd is permitted  to

enter and occupy the aisles and wall seats, and
the pews that are not already filled. In less

than five minutes the house is packed full,

awaiting impatiently the appearance of the

He soon appears on the plain

great preacher.
his right to all the

platform, nothing disputing

space, save a beautiful boguet of flowers which
is prepared every Sabbath by a distinguished
" florist at a cost of $12.00 a week or £624.00

a ycar. After a voluntary by the choir the
services begin.

Grace. There is too much of description and

not enough of confession and lupplicniou ; but
there is a view of sympatby with the wants and
woes of men, running through the ahole that

at once captures and subdues the beart. It is
good and pleasant to hear bim pray. . He plays
on the soul with a kind of magic wand. The
same is trae of bis preaching.
tible, he Las a decidly wiuning way about him.
You must listen to him and you must like bim,

though yeu are all the while protesting against
A part of
his sermon is read irom manuscript and a part
is extemporaneous. He usually preaches an
hour but no one tires of hearing him. Whex
the service 13 over and the congregation is dis-
missed, be remains sitting on the platiorm,
quietly viewing the multitude as it slowly
He does not rush down the aisles
to spéak to, and shake hands with every one.

the soundness of some of bis views.

moves away.

Mr. Beecher's prayer is &
model in composition, but it seems rather to
address the congregation thap’ the Throne of

He is irresis-

will doubtless still make them (who will not ?)
yet the historian of fifty years hence will write
him down as one of the mos: remarkable men
of the age in which be lived. Every friend of
humaaity should rejoice that such brilliant talent
bas been consecrated to the service of Christ.
DE WITT TALMADGE AND THE TABERNACLE.

Talmadge preaches to more people than Bee-
cher, but it is because he has more room. llis
Taberanacle will comfortably seat 3,500 people,
while Plymouth Church will only hold 2,500.
This Tabernacle is a curiosity as a church
structure. Its dimensions are 100 by 150 feet.
The seats are arranged in a semi-circle, so that
the whole audience faces the speaker. Two or
three ushers are stationed in each aisle and all
strangers are seated on camp-stools as soon as
they enter. When the usher finds that any pew
will not be occupied by the tamily to whom it
bas been assigned, the sirangers on the camp
stools are at once conducted to the vacant pew,
and in this way all are made to feel at home.
Itis not so miuch so at Beecher's. The pews
of the Tabernacle are not sold, but are assign-
ed in the order of application, that is ** first
come first served.” The church is wholly sup-
ported by voluntary contributions, through the
envelope system. The old building known as
the Central Presbyterian Church is occupied as
a Lay College in which persons are trained for
lay preaching and labor. It issaid there are
five hundred pupils in this College at present
receiving instruction for Christian work.

Mr. Talmadge is far from being a prepossess-
ing man. He is of medium height and slender
form; face swallowed-tailéd, with long nose
and sandy bair and side whiskers. He wears
a business suit every day, and when preaching
too. There is nothing in his appeaiance, in
dress, that is clerical.

The service of the tabernacle is introduced
by the whole congregation singing the long
metre doxology, tollowed by the Lord’s prayer.
Then a portion of Scripture is read, interspers-
ed with pointed expositions and applications,
| tollowed by the singing ot a familiay hymn and
tune by the whole congregation. There is no
choir. Thé organ, which is the largest in the
country Uit one, is located in the rear of the
platform and directs the congregation in sing-
ing, keeping time with his hand. I never
beard such singing before in my life. Every-
body singe for three reasons. First, everybody
has a book; Second, everybody knows the
time ; Third, everybody is urged to sing. It
may well be supposed that such singing is soul-
inspiriag. It lifts one up into the very beavens.
It is-Jike the ** voice of many waters.” As the
great organ rolls forth its deep-toned harmo-
nies, accompanied by thirty-five bundred bu-
man voices, it makes one think of the grander
choruses of_the skies, and the sweeter barmo-
nies of heaven's harpists. Let all the people
sing; yea, let all the people make a joyful
noise unto God!

Mr. Talmadge’s prayer is a model in every re-
spect. He talks to God not at him ; he address-
es/the Mercy Seat, not the audience ; be prays
as if he believed that men were needy, and
God would hear. There is unction in it, and
the people evidently feel the presence of the
Lord of hosts. His sermons are models of con-
ciseness. He plunges at once into the sub-
ject; heluses no unnecessary words. Every
sentence is as sharp as a two-edged sword, and
1flies like a swift arrow to its mark. He uses
some slang phrases and terms, but he throws
such an impetuous earnestness into them, that
they seem like dead men risen from the grave
to speak. He is poetic, dramatic, incisive, de-
liberative, impulsive, pungent, powerful as the
subject demands. Every blow strikes some-
where, or some pefson. He is bold, and even
defiarf® in his assaults upon sin in high and low
places. Heseems to be no respecter of per-
sons. He copies after no one. He is unique
in his manner of presenting and illustrating
truth. He is clear out of the old grooves and
futs of pulpit effort. You can’t measure him
by the books, or criticise him by the schools.
Heis alaw unto himself. He is like a wan-
dering planet, out of its orb, flying through
space,. emitting its strange light upon every
bénd, and there is no telling where it will
bring up, or what, or who it will bring down.
He paees the plattorm like a caged tiger,
and roars something like a lion. He speaks
through his arms, his legs and his head. When
be reaches a climax, he shakes his bead, fear-
fully, like unto the cracking of a driver’s whip,
and makes one feel that' there is danger of his
head snapping off. His voice is far from being
pleasant, and he is a most miserably poor
reader. He violates all the rales of elocution
except di. tinctness. He can be heard all over
the vast assembly. In short, he is a mystery,
a phenomenon, a contradiction of all the rules
and books, and a most potent power for'good
in the city of Brooklyn, and the world. He
speaks to more living people in this city than
any other man, and bis sermons, being pub-
lished both in this country and in England,
his influence is felt by a larger number than
any other Protestant minister in the world.
May Heaven's blessings rest npon him !

MR. HEPWORTH
bas recently been brought into unusual promi-
nence before the public by his abandonment of
Unitarianiém, and Mis confession of faith in the
divinity af Christ. Heéis a man of fine person-
al appearance, and is entirely unclerical in his
dress. His voice is good, and be speaks with
great deliberation and distinctness. I bave
beard him on-the platform twice ; first in Coop-
er Institute at the University of the National
Temperaace Society, and next in the Academy
of Music at the re-union of the American Con-
gregational Union. Both were fine opportuni-
ties to try his metal, but be fell far below the
reputation the newspapers bad given him.
While his speeches were passable, they were
only ordinary, lacking both brilliancy and pro-
fundity. Nor is bean orator. 1 have heard
bundreds of workmen Methodist preachers that
are his superiors in this regard.  Strip him of

lize the fulfilment of this design. Others
thought that the only possible way to carry out
his purpose successtully would be to put wheels
to his purch, 408 'fos it as 2 street car. That
is the only place where the *‘ rustling silk and
the noiseless calico” affiliate in this city. There
they sit lovingly side by side.
DR. ORMISTON

is & Scotchman imported from Canada a year
or two ago, and is now pastor of a Datch Re-
form Church in New York. He was formerly
a Scoich Presbyterian. He is a very common
man in his personal appearance. He looks more
like a country ’squire, than the distinguished
man be is. His bair stands straight up all over
his head like the bristles of a swine. But when
he speaks, you at once forget his plain appear-
ance and his brushy head, and are charmed
by the brilliancy of his utterances. Kis Scotch
brogue and his keen wit add fragrance and
force to his sayings. He is the greatest man
in many respects I have yet heard in New
York or Brooklyn. He is a giaat in intellect,
and possesses uncommon personal force. He
will outwear Hepworth, aad will endure more
and be remembered longer than Talmadge. He
is the very antithesis of Beecher, and yet he is
free from his erraticisms.

DANGERS TO METHODISM—FINE
PREACHERS.

BY C. C. NORTH

Costly cliurches create a demand for fit
preachers. The church is large and the seats
must be. filled ; or perhaps they are pewed and
must be rented. The church debt is crushing
the few, and the many must be drawn in to
share the burden. How is this to be done ? A
fing preacher is the only remedy. Ie must be
youang ?—old men are not wanted in these pro-
gressive days; they bave outlived their useful-
ness, especially in costly churches. There is
still a place,.for them in the old churches, in
the suburbs, and in mission stations. His per-
sonal presence must be attractive and his man-
per elegant ; these qualities will draw the young
as well as the old of the better class. He must
be cultured, so that the few highly educated
members shall be abundantly fed. It is not
necessary to stop to inquire about the unction
that accompanies his discourses, about his suc-
cess in leading class and prayer meectings, nor
his adaptation to the Sunday-school ; the thing
to be considered is, can he draw a Congrega-
tion? Thus all things are in keeping: a costly
church, a respectable congregation, and a fine
minister.

But the demand is greater than the supply.
The increase of the churches for the year past
is 700, while the increase of ministers jis 506.
It is altogether probable that of the 506 re-
cruits to the ministry, very few are of the sort
to meet the demand of the costly churches;
hence competition. Competition leads to large
salaries, large salaries lead to sore throats,
sore throats lead to vacation, and vacation leads
to Calitornia or Europe.

Bear in mind I am only stating facts, not en-
tering a protest. These resuits may be be on-
ly natural and inevitable. But there are dang-
ers in at least two directions—first, in the ten-
dency to create a privileged class, where chur-
ches accustomed to a certain order ot preach-
ers, will tolerate no others, and where presch-
ers habituated to favored appoiatments are
mortified to accept those of an inferior grade.
Is not this a growing evil? Are not some
Churches liable to the charge of disloyalty,who
looking no farther than their own wants, and
even whims, violently rest certain preachers
from fields of usefullness, already in process of
successfu! cultivation, resulting in discord and
beart-burning, und leaving among weaker con-
gregations a feeling that ‘‘ might makes right?”
A Church will bave ounly the best, and, denied
this, is ready for independency, is disloyal, and
should at once seek another communion. A
preacher who interprets the commission, ** Go
ye into all the world,” as meaning, *‘ Go where
the pay is largest and the society the most re-
fined,” and ready at the first prospect of po-
sitien to shrink from the itinerant yoke and
enter into relations elsewhere, alike easier and
more permanent, should be allowed to go. It
seems proper in our itinerant system that in-
ferior Churches should be more frequently fa-
vored with star preachers, and that star Chur-
ches should occasionally enjoy the unction and
power of preachers less literary, perhaps, but
equally usefal.

It seems fair that those who enjoy the - high-
est advantages of the itinerancy should partake
of the disadvantages as well. If not, where
are the lessons of humility and self denial em-
bodied in the ides of itinerancy? There
is danger of antagonism between the favored
few who circulate among costly churches and
the large body who are excluded from them.
Pérhaps the remedy can be tound only in press-
ing the work ot ministerial education until
every itinerant shall be a cultured_ man, and
the distinctions in the ministry shall be those
only of natural gifts and spiritual power.

The second danger in this conaection is the
temptation to maintain ascendency in the pul-
pit by elaborate and highly-finished sermons,
many of which are written and not a few read.
Our fine preachers embody too many ideas in
their discourses and mystily them with too
many learned words. They attempt to meet
the supposed demands of the cultured few in
their congregations instead of the simple mind-
ed many. Cossequently the few praise the
preacher while the many go away unfed. Nine
tenths of the hearers of some preachers can
give no intelligible synopsis ot their sermons,
and for the reason that they are over-crowded
with thoughts expressed in language beyond
the comprehension of the people. I often
wonder while listening to such discourses,
what models do such. preachers follow. Cer-
tainly not Christ aod bis apostles. Their dis-
discourses were simple talks, with few but

B0t to be endured in pwn. One secret of our | my good sir, that does not pay the bill ™ - | ake, notwithstanding any  imperfections in |

power as a Church lisg in extempore speech |

p'e are educated to it/ and few trials are great- |
er to them than to a i ;
T Out af the Soaudand ofth ekt mouh
speaketh.” A read those
outward ci which play upon the
feeling, as well as those effasions of the Spirit |
which, affecting the Buart, give birth to emo-
tions, and without emotions there can be neith-
er eloquence nor Other denomina-
tions, baving discovesd our secret, are culti-
vating extempore ; while among some
of our fine preachers is a disposition to
wear the yoke which others are casting away.

1t is curious how thiose who defend the prac-
tice of reading sermons take shelter under the
broad example of Chalmers, (tor he is invari-
ably quoted,) as if St. Paal and Werley were
not far safer models for the Methodist preach-
ers than the Calvanistic yet eloquent Scotch-
man. Besides, if Chalmers, enchained by his
reading, was a power in the United Kingdom,
what mightier achievements could he have
wrought had the schackles been broken, so
that his unbound spirit could have been pour-
ed out upon the people in unbound words ?

Dr. Wayland deplored the practice of read-
ing sermons among his Baptist bretheren, and
hurled arguments agaigat it the most cogent
and- convincing. He #~knowledges that the
beauty of rhetoric and the nice points of logic
which characterize written sermons may be
sacrificed to the force and enthusiasm of ex-
tempore speech ; but an audience wlll be at-
tentive under the latter that would go to sleep
under the tormer. The arguments against
reading sermons are abundant and onme is
tempted to use them bat for the thought that
the writer is addressing a Methodist commuu-
ity. Those who read sermons are beguiled
into a false estimate of the taste of our people
The sooner they learn that Methodism every
where, in city and country, among the cultivat-
ed and ignorant, repudiates the practice with
unqualified indignation, the quicker will it dis-
appear from our pulpits.

It is proper to indicate, in conaection with
this subject, a third danger to Meéthodism in
the tendency in some quarters to preach about
all sorts of things rather than Christ and sal-
vation. We bave Samsons enough to slay
Darwinism, Rationalism, and their kiodredisms
fet the great body of Sur preacliers be conteut
to preach Jesus and bhim crucified. Essays
on physics, on moral aod mental philosophy,
on social science and kindred subjects, may
be procured at low price either in books or
lectures, and with far more satisfaction than
the crude efforts of the pulpit; while the truth
as it is in Jesus, accompanied by the power of
the Holy Ghost, is beyond all price, and can
be furnished to a waiting people unly by the
true minister of Christ. There is exception to
all rules, and occasions will arise when every
minister may be justified in leaving his flock
and smiting some Goliath that defies the living
God ; but when the work is done let him go
quickly back to his sheep who need to be con-
stantly ded into green pastures and beside still
waters.

There are no real dangers to Methodism so
long as the ministry cling to the old direct
methods of preaching a pure Gospel out of the
bearts sanctified by Divine grace.—Christian
Aduocate.

DR. GUTHRIE ON THE SUPPORT OF
THE GOSPEL.

But ‘Whether people will bear or forbear, let
me now state two or three ways in which the
claims of ministers are evaded. I will give
you cases—these are best remembered. There
is a story, much to the purpose here, told of
Christmas Evans. His biographer says:

- ¢ It must be remembered among the anoma-
lies of Welsh religious life, that it combines an
insatiable appetite for sermons, with a marvel-
lous disregard of the temporal welfare of the
preacher.”

It is & pity that-such anomaly is not peculiar
to Welsh religious life. On one occasion, a
woman said to Mr. Evans as he came out of
the pulpit:

+ Well, Christmas Evans, I hope youll be
paid at the resurrection ; you bave given us a
wonderful sermon.”

““Yes, yes, thnb\f;cuh." was his quick reply;
“ no doubt of that,"but what am I to do till I
get there? And there is the old white mare
that carries me; what will she do? For ber
there is no resurrection.”

He might, it was then remarked, bave said
more, and with great justice. He might bave
added, ** Yes, yes; I know that for my labors
and sacrifices I shell be paid there. But what
will you do? What pay will you receive there
for your stinginess now °” That is the ques-
tion that should come home to the hearts of all
who combine an appetite for the labors ot the
servants of God with a marvellous disregard
for their temporal wants and comforts.

1 pass on to asecond. expressed in a remark
which looks very pious, and is all the worse for
that. It was made by a lady to the wife of an
excellent minister, who, as many have been
obliged to do kept boarders to eke out a living,
that some of the merchant princes in his coa-
gregation could have paid out of their own
pockets and never missed it. This lady, rust-
ling in silks and in a blaze of jewels, went to
pay a visit to her minister's wite—more a lady
than berself, with the exception of the dress.
She condoled with her on their straitened cir
cumstances, and, looking in the pale, care-worn
face of the excellent woman, said, as she
turned up the whites of her eyes:

s But, my dear, your reward is above.’

. Prom the bloodless lips of some poor sinner,
in a cold, unfurnisbed garret, where the man
of God, facing fever and pestilence, bas gose
to amooth a dying pillow and administer con-
solation in life's dark hour, I have been thank-
fal to bear the words, ** Your reward is above,”

There are two ways in which congregations

their shabby contiibution to their minister in
the days of his activity. They take all they
can get from him and give as little as possible
io return. 2. In their miserable provision for
him in the days of his infirmity and old age.
The pretext of leaving him to be paid at the
resurrection, as in the case of Evans, is a bare-
faced bypoerisy which must be utterly abomi-
nable to God.

There is a third -way of evading this duty.
I want the Christian public to look at it. It is
this: Ministers should not be rich. I have no
ambition to be rich. Baut it is a sweet thing to
be able to pour blessings into an empty cup,
and I want to know why I should be deprived
of that pleasure more than others? Have I
not a-heart as well as other men? Who dare
say that ministers would make a worse use of
money than others? Was Agur's prayer,
** Give me neither poverty nor riches,” made
only for them? Genteel poverty! Geateel
poverty to which ministers are doomed is one
of the worst evils in the world. To place a
man where he is expected to be generous and
hospitable, to open his hand as wide as his
heart to the poor, to give his family asliberal
education, to breed them up according to'what
they call genteel life—to place a man in these
circumstances and deny him the means of doing
8o is énough, but for the hope of heaven, to
imbitter existence.

THE CONFERENCE OF 1872,

Tue Meloourne Cooference of 1872 will be
regarded as one of the most—if not the most
—important of the Australasian Conferences.
In numbers it was the largest, in time it was
the lorigest, and in the important questions
which were considered and decided it has bad
no equal.

For many years the question of Annual and
General Conferences has been discussed, but
any decision has been usiformily deferred—
* the time bad not yet arrived.” The late Con-
ference has resolved that ** the time has come”
to make the change in our plan. We are glad
that there bas been so much unanimity in arriv-
ing at this decision. Ninety-nine votcs was
cast, ot which seventy-four were in favour of
the change, and fifteen against it. It is deter-

' mined that there shall be for the presest four

Annual Conferences, viz:—1. New South
Wales and Queensland ; 2. Victoria and Tas-
mania; 3. South Australia; 4. New Zealand.
The South Sea Missions are to beloag to the
New South Wales Conference. A “General
Conference, composed of representatives
chosen from the Annual Conferences, and po-
sessing legislative powgr will meet once in
three years.

Of course, before these changes take effect
the consent of the British Conference mnst be
obtsined. The * plan,” which bas been
carefully prepared, will be forwarded to the,
President of that Conference, as well as to the
Missionary Committee, by the outgoing mail
If, as we expect, the British Conférence which
meets in July sanction the *‘ plan ™ it may be
expected to come into operation after the
pext Australasian Conterence. We bave
no belief that the details of the new or-
der of things can be some complete as that
they will be frund to ‘work without some
slight friction at first; but we feel sure. that
the principles are correct, and that a little
time and patience will set right anything of
this nature.

The question cf lay ‘representation in Con-
ference did’ not occupy;much attention. It
was felt that until the new arrangements of
which we have been speaking came into oper-
ation, it would be useless to think of any
change as to the constitution of the Confer-
ence. Meantime, also, we shall have the ex-
perience of the older Wesleyan communions
of England and America, since this question
is under discussion on both sides of the At-
lantic. “With Colonial Annual Conferences,
we have no doubt that some plan of lay rep-
resentation will follow.

The question of Sunday schools occupied
much attention, and we are glad that a code
of rules has been adopted and published in the
minutes. We think these rules will be' found
to supply a long-felt want, and to supply it
well.

Other topics tempt us, but the inevitable
'« want of space” compels us, though with
great reluctance, to pass them by.

The Conference altogether was the best we
bave ever attended. The Presideat conduct-
ed the business in such a manner as to com-
mand 'the respect and esteem of all. The re-
ligious services were of much more than ordin-
ary interest, and were very largely attended.
We gave a sketch of the ** Love Feast,” aod
a full report of the Missionary Meeting in
our last. The Chinese Breakfast was an oc-
casion not to be forgotten by any who were
present. The ordination Service was a solemn
and deeply spiritual season—the ex-President’s
Charge was given with great feeling. Of the
Charge itself we cannot speak - too highly ; our
readers will be able to read it for themselves,
since we print it on page 39. The great Tem-
perance demonstration in the Town Hill told
in a very emphatic manner, that Methodist
ministers and people are earnest and united
in that great enterprise. Mr. Kelynack’s lec-
ture on ** Christian Usefulness™ was very able
powertul, and stimulating.

And now that we have all of us returned
to the quiet tenor of our several stations—to
be soon and ruthlessly disturbed by those who
may have to change circuits—we trust that we
shall all enter upon the new (Methodistic)

increased resolve to be constant in season
and out of season in the work ot the Lord.
We earnestly pray that the year may be one
of great spiritual prosperity.—Wes. Chronicle
Melbourne.

year with renewed consecration to God, with

idmr' manpers. Oone loves to see them and

from the class-room t¢ the pulpit. Our peo-:m‘l'" es display their niggardlivess: 1. In| hegr themi. They present live eubjects, and

treat them familiarly and practically, yet with

carries comviction to the Leart. Ministers
without their attractions would be discarded
for their delects. Success, like conversion,
hides a multitude of sins, in a way of its own.

considerable distinction. From the general
appearavce of the man, and once hearing him,
we judge that he is not disposed to be severe
on @worldly amusements, and would be more
disturbed by earnest and devout piety among
his people than by frée and easy scciability.
His movements in the pulpit seemed to indicate
that he inteaded to do a plk t thing and
please the people, and so he did. Though he
used briet notes, they did not embarrass bhim.
He took a wide range, and developed maoy
appropriate thoughts and expressions. But
his attitudes were remacrkable; not awkward,
indeed, but unmeaning and unimpressive. His
clean white handkerchief played a prominent
part. Being drawn from his pocket and unfold-
ed before the audience at an early period in
the' discourse, it \was first placed uader the
Bible, but was soon withdrawn, and passed
oyer the speaker's mouth and nose, which were
in perfect order without it, and then deposited
elsewhere. ' Nearly every new proposition was
‘heralded by some similar display of this useful
‘article of outfit.

- The intervals were filled up with various
manipulations of the fingers, iudicating notbing
connected with the subject, such as adjusting
the speaker’s bair, feeling of his forehead or
 eheek, or, what seemed particularly ridiculous,
pressing his nasal organ on one side or the
other with the fore finger in imitation of
naughty boys on the st: eet when they wish to
express triumph or contempt. While we
enjoyed the sermon, we could but wonder that
some of the preacher’s admirers had not cor-
rected these little damaging habits by their
kind suggestions.

We next listened to .a gentleman ot another
persuasion, whose thoughts were. thoroughly
evangelicsl, and whose language was superla-
tively beautiful. His gestures, too, were admi-
rable, not only tallying with his thoughts, but
often expressing them more forcibly than did
his well-chosen words, which were sometimes
so uttered as not-io. be.gdistingtly beard. Yet
that grand discourse was wonderfully damaged
by frequent nasal explosions which rang
through the house like a trumpet, showing by
its clearness that that effort was a mere habit
—and a very indelicate one—the condition of
things in the speaker’s breathing arrangements
requiring nothing of the sort. Flow a gentle-
man of such high culture could fall into so dis-

an originality of thought and expression that

Mr. A. is a preacher in middle life, and of

( From the Watchman

It has cccurred to us that some of the read-
ers of the Watchman might wish to know some
thing of the efforts of Irish Methodismy during
the Methodistic year new about to close, and
of its prospect in the future.

/ We do oot forget that many English readers
have very little imtorest iu, and are very little .
attracted by, anything appearing und~r the
designation *‘ Irish.” They seem as it dis-
posed to repeat the question once asked, Can
.any good thing come out of Nazareth? We
do not wonder at the state of mind thus mani-
fested when we remember the several causes
which have long been at work to produce this
effect. For it is only the natural effect of
causes long in operation, since there are few
things in the history of Ireland that present
many points of attraction to such readers.
Every picture of things earthly, when true to
nature, must give a commingling of light and
shade. And in pictares of-things Irish there
must be much shade to correspond with the
reality. However, we are happy to say there
is one exception to this in the case of Irish
Methodism. The Romish Clturch in this land
bas long been, and still is, the plague spot on
Irish society, and to remove the curse England
has hitherto tried ber skill in vain. The late
Established Church aod the Presbyterian
Church have also in the past been a source of
trouble and expense to Eagland. But Irish
Methodism bas mever yet occasioned England
any trouble or expense whatever. Her influ-
ence has always tended to promote peace in
Ireland and good-will to England, and, like
the good Samaritan, she has ever laboured to
bind up the 'wounds of our bleeding country.
Hence we think that the labours of Irish Meth-
odism during the year contain elements of inte-
rest worthy of the attention of all connected
with Ireland and who may wish her well.

From the district returns now to hand we
bave no ground to hope for an increase this
year in our church members. We iather fear
we shall have to mourn over a slight decrease.
However our numerical returns should not be
regarded as a test either of labour or of suc-
Gess. * At present the Methodist Church, like
other Churches in this country, is in a some-
what critical and transition state. It she is to
bold the extended position she has gained by
much toil, she must increase her agency, and
afford religious ordinances to her people. Oth-
erwise those she has gathered in from the world
will be under the sad necessity of seeking pastu-
rage elsewhere. This state ot things was well
understood last year by the Irish Conterence, but
on a careful examination of its financial resour-
ces the pressing applications made for additional
ministers had to be refused. This was very
painful, but under the circumstances it could

agreeable a practice is table. Could
he see it as others do, be certainly would aban-
don it at once sod forever. Let his friends
advise him. |

The use of a Bandkerchiet as a spittoon on
a sick-bed is sometimes very convenient, and
even necessary’; but such use of it in the pulpit
is in bad taste, to say the least. But where,
owing to the fastidiousness or neglect ot trus-
tees, a minister is forced to this or to soil a car-

objectionable? We are satisfied, however,
that if the handkerchief cannot be brought into
subjection to good taste in the pulpit it had
better be left at home. The manners of the

its subject-—N. Y. Christian Advocate.

LONG SERMONS.

The speaker’s time should be measured out
by wisdom. If he is destitute of discretion,
and forgets the circ of his auditors,
he will annoy them more than a little. In one
house the pudding is burning, in another the
child is needing its mother, in another a servant
is due in the family; the extra quarter of an
hour’s prosiness puts all out of order. A coun-

you go on beyond balf-past four, in the after-
noon service, do you know what I always think
about ?” **No,” said the orator. ** Well,
then>1 tell you plainly, it is not about what
you are preaching, but about my cows. They
want milking, and you ought to have consider-
ation for tlem, and not keep them waiting.
How would you like it if you were a cow ?”

deal of reflection in the mind of the divine to
whom it was proposed, and perbaps it may
bave a similar beneficial effect upon others who
ought to confess their loog preachings as
ameong the chiet of their shortcomings.

In general, a great sermon is a great evil.
Length is the enemy of strength. The deliv-
ery.of a discourse is like the boiling of an egg.
It is remarkably easy to overdo it, ard so spoil
it. You may physic a man till be is ill, and
preach to him till you make him wicked. Fiom
satisfaction to satiety there is but a single step.
A wise preacher never wishes his bearer to
passit. Enough is as good as a feast, and
better than too much.—Spurgeon.

GETTING READY TO LEAVE CHURCH.

An exchange eays: “ If, instead of the clo-
sing anthem, some of the ministers should, at
the close of the service, give the orders, ‘‘ At-
tention, worshippers! For bats, dive! For
overcoats, go! Jerk, twist, plunge! Make
yourselves ridiculous all ! the effect would

getting ready to goout ot church. The sing-
ing of the doxology seems to be the sigaal for
a general putting on and adjustment, and when
the bepediction is about to be pronounced the
ruffled congregation look more like jumping
out of the windows, or uniting in a crushing
and crowding race for the doors , than listening
to the solemn words of the good pastor. At
one of our well-filled churches, on a recent
Sunday evening, it was observed that at least

pet, it may be a question which is the least

pulpit should be in harmony with the purity of

try hearer once said to bis pastor, ** When

This last remarkable inquiry suggested a good

hardly be a variation from the present style of

not be avoided, However, several of the cir-
cuits whose applications the Conference bad to
refuse, themselves made a noble effort to meet
the requirements of the times, and grapple with
their difficulties. They succeeded in securing
the services of intelligent and pious young men
as hired local preachers; and their efforts and
selt-denial have been graciously owaed of God.
In several instances the spirit of revival has
bgen poured out, and there are few circuits in
Ireland which have not been tavored with the
divine presence and blessing. And on a care-
ful scrutiny we think there is reasoa to believe
that Methodism has.struck ber roets more deep-
ly into the Irish soil than ever, and give us the
promise of richer and more abundant fruitful-
ness. We'feel as if Providence is opening up
for her a glorious future. May she prove equal
to her high destiny, and faithful to her Divine
Master

But it may be here asked, It God has so
graciously blessed the labors of Irish Metho-
dism, why is not her membership greatly in-
creased? To this we need not go far for a
satistactory reply. Emigration, as in former
years, bas robbed us of much of the fruit of our
toil. Those who are not well acquainted with
the state of things in Ireland are not in a posi-
tion to appreciate the force of this reply.
Where the population is large the removal of a
few individuals is scarcely noticed, unless by
immediate friends. But when we consider that
in Ireland the Protestant population is'sparse,
and that ot this the Methodist element is only
sfmall, we can understand that the removal of
one often creates a vacancy that cannot be fill-
ed up. The mere loss of members is, however,
only one result of emigration ; there are others
tar more serious still. Leaders, local preach-
ers, and other church officers are lost to us
year by year through emigration. Pious youog
men, the hope of our church, are lost to us by
emigration. ~ Methodist families, residing in
destitute localities, where theé Wesleyan minis-
ters have been accustomed to lodge for a night
and preach the Gospel, emigrate to a distant
land, and thus we are shut out from many
neighborhoods where our presence is most
needed:- Besides, our ficancial resources are
l¢ssened, and in many ways our aggressive ac-
tion is hindered.

Many important subjects will demand the at-
tention of the approaching Conference in Dub-
lin next montli. But we need not anticipate
the action of Conference or guess at its decis-
ions. We will only pray that the Divine
Head may be present and direct everything, so
as to promote his own glory and to advance the
interests of his cause in this and other lands.

To Suaxe orF TrousLE.—Set about doing
good to somebody ; put on your hat and go
and visit the poor; inquire into their wants,
and administer unto them; seek out the de-
solate and oppressed, and tell them of the con-
solations of religion. I bave often tried this,
and found it the best’ medicine for a beavy
beart.” So said Johsi Howard, who spent his
life ia visiting the wretched in prisons and in

itals, wherever be knew of human misery.
He was a hpp{ man, and the source of that
was found in ministering to the

wants of others.




