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POETRY.

Froni the 8cottisk Guardian.
UGN A CHILLD, TWO AND A HALF YEARS OLD, WHO
WIPED THE TEARS OFF HIS FATHER'S FACE WITH
MIS DYING HAND.

Pavre wasthe little polished brow
That lately bloomel wo fair,

And speechless lay the baby boy,
Ilis pareat’s pride and care.

The struggle and the fever pang
That shook his frame, were past ;
And there with fixed and wishful glance,
He lay to breathe his last.

1'pon the sorrowing father's face
He gazed withdying eve,

T hen raiscd acold and feeble hand
The starting tear to dry

And so he wiped those weeping eyes,
E’en with his parting bLreath

Ol ! tender deed of 1nfant love,
How beautiful in deuth !

Yes, as that gentle soul forsook
The fainting, trembling clay,
It caught the spirit of that world
Where tears are wiped away.

Aud still its cherished imagc glcams
Uponthe parent's eye :

A guiding cherub to that home
Wheee every tear 1s dry.

MINISTERIAL.

THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH.
By Tuomas Secker, L.L.D.
Late Lord JArchbishop of Canlerbury.

‘%Lxtracted from his Lectures on the Catechism of t'ie Church of Eng
‘T'ue Scripture word, translated Church, originally sig-
nifies any regular and orderly Assembly of persons.
called to meet on any occasion.  But in the Bible it
significs, almost always, a religious assembly.  And
when used in its largest scnse there, it compre-
hends the whole number of good persons, inevery nge:
all those who from the beginning of the world, under,
whatever dispen=ation of true religion, have believed !
i God, and served him according to the degree of
their light ; and shall in the cud of it be gathered to-
gether, and rewarded by him, according to the degree
of their improvement. This i< the general Assembly
and Church of the First-born which are writlen in hea-
ven, as the Epistle to the Hebrews calls it (Heb, niii,
23.) And since the salvation of all these is owine to
Jesus Christ, the only name by which men can be
saved ; they are all in that respect, members of the
Church of Christ, how obscure and imperfect soever,
their knowledge of a Saviour may bave been. But

thus it is somctimes apphed to the Jewish Nauon :
which in the Old Testament is called, by a phrase or
Justthe same meaning, the Congregation of the Lord.
(Num. xvi. 3, &c.) and by St. Stephen, the Church
which was in the wilderncss.  (Acts vii. 38.) But the
Church nore especially meant here in the Crern, is
the Christian ; which, though in some respeets the
same with the Jewish, in others dittered from it ; which
therefore our Saviour, in the Gospel, speaks of him-
self as about to build ; and accordingly, immediatcly
after his ascension, in the Acts of the Apostles, we find
it built : that is, we find an Assembly of” believers
Christ, met together at Jerusalem under their proper
teachers and governors, to worship God, and ity
one another, in the manner which he appomnted.
This was the original Christian Church ; simall
deed at first ; but the Lord, we read, added to th.
Church daily such as should be saved ; ull the Go-pel
spreading every way. the number of Chiristians, which
in the beginning required no more than one congrega-
tion, was of necessity divided into several. And benee-
forth we find many Churches spohenof at some times,
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yet all these many spolen ot as one, at others.

since they all proceeded from the same source
all, as the Apostle argues, onc body ; and are dirccted
hy one Spirit ; even as they are called 1o one hope of
their calling 5 as they have one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all - = are they n
great propriety of speech, though many, yet cone in
Christ. (Eph.iv. 4.5: Rom. xii. 5.)  His Church
therefore. ix the whole number of those who believe
on him. How muech soever they may ditler in rome
opinions and practices, vet they are one in all things
e~<ential. ' How wide ~ocver they may bhedi-persed
throughout the world, they <hiadl at List be wathered
loz;et&cr unlo him. (2 Thess. 1. 1)) W can judge
only according to appearances. and thereture to us sll
those must be members of Chr=t's Church. who mnke
a visible profession of boine Christians<. But Godsees
every secrct thought 5 andan hes evel they alone be -
fone truly to his Churcl, who truly serve himan the
lidden man of the heart, (1 Pet. 1§ that inward
sinrerity, which to humian eyesas nvisitle, And thie
invisible true Church of Christ, here on carth, 19 -
tant : earrving on a continual war, agaunst the out-
ward t:-m,;mnons of the world and the Desal and the
inward struagles of every wronganchination = nll hav-
ing faithfully foucht the zood tight L and really  though
not perfectly. gotten the victory an this ife; at shall
i the next become (rnm:ivh it and receive the crown

of richteousness. Such then being the Chureh of

Christ in its ditTerent states :
der the two qualities ascribed toit in the Crzegg

let us proceed to consi-

the word is usually taken in a marrower sense. And

it is Aoly, and that it is catholic.




