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ENCYCLICAL LETTER
oF
OUR HOLY FATHER
BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE

POPE LEO XIII.,

ON

HUMAN LIBERTY.

TO OUR VENERABLE BRETHREN THE PATRI-
ARCHS, PRIMATES, ARCHBISHOPS, AND
BISHOPS OF THE CATHOLIC WORLD,

IN FAVOR AND COMMUNION
WITH THE APOSTOLIC BEE,

POPE LEO XIIL
Venerable Brethren, Health and Apostolic

Benediction :

What Rationalists alm at in philosophy,
that the eupporters of liberaliom are
attempting in the domaln of morality and

olitics. The chief doctrine of rationalism
s the supremacy of the humen reacon,
which, refusing due submission to the
Divine and eternal reason, proclaims its
own Independence, and constitutes itself
the supreme privciple, and sonrce, and
judge of truth, So these followers of
tberalism deny the existence of any
Divine sutbority to which obedience {3
due, and preclaim that every man makes
his own law; whence arises that etbical
eystem which they style independent
morality, and which, under the guise of
liberty, exonerates man from sny obedi
ence to the commands of God, and substi
tutes a boundless license, The end of all
this it is not difficult to foresce. For,
once granted that man is firmly persuaded
of his own supremacy, it follows that the
efficlent canse of the unity of clvil eoclety
is to be sought, not in svy principle ex:
terlor or superior to man, but siwply in
the free will of individuals; that the power
of the State is from the people only; and
that, just as every man’s individual reason
is his only rule of life, so the collective
reason of the communrity should be the
supreme guiie in the mansgement of all
public affairs. Hence the doctrine of the
supremacy of the msjority, and that the
me jority is the source of all law and
autnority. But, from what bas been said,
it Is clear that all Yhis is In contradiction
to reason, To dissolve the bond of union
between man and clvil soclety, on the one
hand, ard God the Creator, and conse.
quently the Supreme Leglslator, on the
other, s plainly repugnant to the nature,
not only of man, but of all created thing::
for, of necessity, all effects must in some
way be connected with their cause; and
it belongs to the perfection of every
nature to contaln itself within that sphere
which the ratlonal order has assigned to
it; namely, that the inferior should be
subject and obedient to the superfor. But,
besides this, a doctrine of this character
is most hurtful both to individuals and to
the State. For once ascribe to human
1eason the only authority to decide what
{s true and what {s good, and the real
distinction between good and evil is
destroyed; honor and dishonor become a
matter of private opinion; pleasure is the
measure of what is lawful; and, given a
code of morality which can have little or
no power to restrain the unruly propen
sities of man, a way is then opened to
universal corruption, To turn to public
affairs : authority is severed from the true
and natural principle whence it derlves
all its efficacy for the common good; and
the law determiuing right and wrong is at
the mercy of a m: j .rity—which s simply
a downward path to tyranny. The em-
pire of God over man and civil society
once repudiated, it follows that religlon,
as & public lostitution, ceases to exist, and
with it everything that belongs to religion.
Likewlse, with ambitious designs on
sovereignty, tumult and seditlon will be
common among the people; and when
duty and coneclence cease to appeal to
them, there will be nothing to hold them
back but force, which is an inefficlent
zestraint upon theilr covetousnees, Of
bis we have almost daily evidence in the
corflict with Soclalists and other seditious
societies, whose one object is revolution.
1t is for those, then, wno are capable of
forming a just estimate of things, to
decide whether such doctrines promote
that true liberty which alone is worthy of
man, or rather pervert aud destroy it.

There are, indeed, some adherents of
liberalism who do not subscribe to these
opinions, which we have seen to be so
fearful in their enormity, and tondlns to
produce the most terrible evile. Indeed
many, compelled by the force of truth, do
not hesltate to admit that such a liberty s
vicious and simple license, when it is {n.
temgente in its claims, to the neglect of
truth and justice; and therefore they
would have liberty ruled and directed by
right reason, and consequently subjected
to the natural law and to the Divine
eternal law, Aud here they think they
may stop, and hold that no man is bound
by any law of God, expect such as can be
known by natural reason,

In this they are plainly Inconslstent;
for if, as they must admit, as no one can
rightly deny, the will of the Divine Legle-
Iator is to be obeyed, because every man
is under the power of God and tends
towsrds Him as bis end, it follows that
10 one can asign llmits to His legislative
authority without failing in the obedience
which s due. Indeeg, if the human
mind be #o presumptous as to define what
are God’s rights and its own dutles, its
reverence for Divine law will be apparent
rather than real, and its own judgment
will prevall over the autherity and pro-
vidence of God.

Man muet therefore take his rule of
life from the eternal law; and from every
one of those laws which God, in His in-
finite wiedom and power, has been
pleased to enact, and to make known to
us in & manner so sure as to leave mo
room for doubt. And the more to, becaunse
laws of this kind have the same origin
and author as the eternal law, and are
absolutely in accordance with right reason,
and fect the natural law; and they
conatitute the government of God, Who

graclously guides and directs both the
intellect and the will of man lest they fall
into error, Lot then a holy and inviolable
union prevail where disunion Is nelther
seemly nor possible; aud in all thiuge,
according to the dictates of right reason,
let God be dutifully and obediently
served,

There are others, somewhat more mod-
erate though not more consistent, who
effirm that the morality of individuals is
to be guided by the Divine law, but not
the morality of the State, so that in pub.
lic sffairs the commands of God may be
pawsed over, and may be dlere-
garded in the framiog of laws. Hence
follows that fatal theory of the separation
of Church and State, But the absurdity
of such & position is msnifest. Nature
herself proclalme the necessity of provid-
Ing in the State the means and opportu.
nities whereby the community may be
enabled to live, as it should, according to
the laws of God; for He is the source of
all goodnees and justice, and it s abso.
lutely repugnant to maintain that such
lawe can be totally disregarded, or rem.
dered abortive by contrary enactments,
Besides, those who are in authority owe
it to commonwealth not only to provide
for the external well belng and adminis.
tration of the State, but still more to con
sult for the welfare of men's souls by the
wisdom of their legiclation.  But, for the
{ncrease of such benefits, nothing more
suitable can be concelved than the laws
which have God for their author; and,
therefore, they who in their government
take no account of these laws abuse polit.
cal power by causing it to deviate from
its proper end and from what nature
prescribes, And, what is of more impor-
tance, and what We have more than once

olnted out, although the civil authoilty
gu not the same approximate end as the
epiritual, nor proceeds on the same lines,
neverthelese in the exerclse of thelr separ.
ate powers they must occasionally meet.
For thelr sutjects are the same; and not
unfrequently they deal with the same
objects, though in different ways. When-
ever this occurs, sluce a state of conflict is
absurd and manifestly repugnant tothe
most wise ordinance of God, there must
nececearily exist some order or mode of
procedure to remove the occasions of
difference and contention, and to secure
bharmony in all things, This harmony
bas been not inaptly compared to that
which exists between the body aud the
soul for the well-belng of both ; the eep.
aration of which brings harm chiefly to
the body, elnce it extinguishes its very
life,

To make this more evident, the growth
of liberty ascribed to our age must be
coneldered in its varlous details, Aund,
firat, let us examine that liberty in indi.
viduale which is so opposed to the virtue
of religion, namely, the Lberty of worship,
as it 1s called, which rests on this principle,
that every man is free to profess as he
chooses any religion or mnome. But,
assuredly, of all the duties, which man
bas to fulfil, tnat without doubt is the
chief and the holiest whereby he is bid to
worsblp God with devotion and picty ;
which follows of necessity from the truth,
that we are ever in the power of God, and
are ever guided by Hia will and providence,
and having come Yorth from Him, must
return to Him. Add to this, that no true
virtue can exlst without religion ; for
moral virtue is concerned with those things
which lead to God, as man’s supreme and
ultimate good ; and therefore religion,
which (as St. Thomas says) “performs
those actions which are directly and imme-
diately ordered to the Divine honor,”
rules and governs all virtues. And, If it
be asked, which of the many conflicting
religions it {s necessary 8o embrace, reason
and the natural law unhesitatingly answer,
that one which God commands and which
men can without difficulty recognize for
themeelves by certaln exterior signs where-
by Divine Providence has ordered tbat it
thould be distinguished, becanse, in a
matter of such moment, the most terrible
loss would be the consequence of any
error, Wherefore, with a freedom such
as we have described, to man is given the
power to pervert or abandon with im-
punity the most sacred of duties, and to
exchange the unchangeable good for evil ;
which, as we have sald, is not liberty, bat
the degradation of Iiberty, and the abject
sut jection of the soul to sin,

This eame liberty, if it be considered in
relation to the State, clearly implies that
there is no reason why the State should
offer any homage to God, or should desire
any public recoguition of Him: that no
form of worship is to be preferred to
another, but that all stand on sn equal
footing ; no mccount being taken of the
religion of the people, even if they profess
the Catholic faith, But to justify this, it
must needs be true that the State has no
dutles towards God, or that such duties, if
they exlst, may be abandoned with im-
punity ; both of which ssmertions are
manifestly false. For it cannot be doubted
that, by the will of God, men are united
in civil soclety ; whether its elements ba
coneldered; or its form, which is authority;
or the object of its existemce; or the
abundance of the services which it renders
to man. God it is Who has made man
for soclety, and has placed him in the
company of others like himeelf, so that
what wae wanting to his nature, and be.
yond hls attalnment if left to his own
resourcee, he might obtain by association
with others. Wherefore civil soclety must
acknowledge God as its Founde: and
Parent, and must belleve and worhip
His power and authority. Juetice there.
fore forbids, and reason forbids, the State
to be Godleas; or to adopt a line of action
which would end in Godlessness, namely,
to treat the various religions, as they call
them, alike, and to bestow upon them

romiecuously equal rights and privileges.
gluea then the profession of one religion
is necessary in fhe State, that one muat be
professed which alone is true, and which
can be recognized without difficulty,
especlally in &tholle States, because the
marks of truth are, as it were emgraven
upon it.  This religlon, therefore, the
rulers of the State muat preserve and pro-

tect, if they would provide, as thay shounld
do, with prudeunce and usefulnees for ihe
good of the community. For the public
power eXxista for the welfare of those
whom it governs ; and although its proxi.
mate end 18 to lead men to the proeperity
which is found in thie life, yet in eo doing,
it ought mot to diminish, but rather to
increase, man’s capabllity of sttaining to
the supreme good in which his everlasting
happiness coneists, which never can be
attained except through religlon,

But thts We have explained more fully
eleewhere, We now only wish to observe
that liberty of such a kind s greatly hur;.
ful to the true liberty both of rulers and
of thelr subjects, Religion, moroever,
is of wonderful advantege. For, deriving
the first origin of power directly from
God Himeelf, with grave authority it
commands rulers to be mindful of their
duty, to govern without fnjuetice or
severity, and rule their people kindly avrs.
with an almost paternal charity ; itadmon-
ishes subjects to be obedient to lawful
authority, ae to the ministers of God ; and
it binds them to their rulers, not merely
by obedience, but by reverence and affec
tion, forbidding all seditions and attempts
that would distuzb public order and tran.
quility, and cause greater restrictions to
he put upon the liberty of the people,
We need not mention how greatly religion
conduces to pure morals, aud pure morals
to liberty ; for reason shows, and history
confirms the fact, that the better the
morality of States, the greater llberty, and
wealtb, and power do they enjoy.

We muet now couelder a little the
liberty of speech and the !iberty of the press.
It 18 hardly necessary to say that there
can be no such right as this, if it {s not used
in moderation, and if it passes beyond the
bounde and end of all true liberty. For
right is a moral power which, as We have
eaid, and must again repeat, it is absurd
to suppose that nature has glven ind:ffor.
ently to truth and falsehood, to justice
and {pjustice. Men have a right freely
and prudently to propagate throughout
the Siate whatsoever things are truc
and houorable, f0 that as many
as possible may posecess them; but
false doctrines, than which no mental
plague le greater, and vices which corrupt
the heart, should be diligently repressed
by public authority lest they insidiously
work the ruin of the State. The excesses
of an unbridled intellect, which really end
in the oppreeslon of the iguorant multi
tude, are not lees rightly restralned by the
authority of the law than are the injuries
{uflicted by force upon the weak ; and

even more g0, because by far the greater

part of the community either abaolutely
cannot, or can only with great difficulty,
avoid their il'ustons and sabtleties, especi
ally such as flaster thelr own passions. If
unbridled license of speech and of writlng
be granted to all, nothing will remain
sacred and inviolate ; even the highest and
truest judgments of nature, the common
and noblest heritage of the human race,
will not be epared. Thus, truth being
obscured by darknees, perniclous and
manifold error, as often happens, will
easily prevail ;and license will gain what
liberty loses ; for liberty will be more
free and secure, in proportion as license {s
more restrained. Ian regard, however, to
such matters of opinion as God leaves to
man’s free discussion, full liberty of
thought and of speech is paturally within
the right of every one; for this libarty
never leads men to suppress the truth
but leads often to its dlscovery and manl.
festation,

A like judgment must be passed upon
what ls called lberty of teaching. There
can be no doubt that truth alone should
imbue the minde of men ; for in truth are
found the well-befng, and end, ard per
fection of intelligent nature ; and there-
fore truth alone should be taught both to
the ignorant and to the educated, so as to
bring knowledge to the former and to pre-
serve it in the Iatter. For this resson it
is plainly the duty of those who teach to
bauish error from the mind, and by eure
safeguards to exclude all false opinions,
From this It follows, that greatly opposed
to reseon, and tending absolutely to per-
vert men’s minds, is thet liberty of which
We speak, in so far as it claims for {tself
the right of teaching what it pleases—a
liberty which cannot be granted by the
State without falling in its duty. And
the more so, because the authority of the
teacher has great weight with his hearers,
who can rarely decide for themselves as to
the truth or falsehood of the instruction
glven to them,

Wherefore, thia liberty also, that it may
be jist, muet be kept within certain
limite, lest the art of teaching be turned
with impunity into an instrument of cor
ruption. Now trath, which should be
the sole object of those who teach, is of
two kinds, natural and supernatural, Of
natural truthe, such as the principles of
nature and what s dednee(r feom them
immediately by reason, there s & kind of
common patrimony In the human race.
On this as on a firm basis, morality and
justice and religion, and the ver ude
of buman soclety rest ; and to allow it to
be with impunity vloiltod or destroyed,
would be impious, and foolish, and  in-
buman, Bat with no less religious care
must we preserve that great and sacred
treasure of the truths which God has
taught us, By many convinelng argu-
ments which the defenders of Christianity
have often used, certaln leading truths
bave been Iaid down, namely, that some
things have been revealed by God ; that
the Oaly-Begotten Son of God was made
Flesh, to bear witness to the truth ; that a
perfect soclety was founded by Him, that
is, the Church of which He is the head,
and with which He bas promised to abide
till the end of the world, To this soclety
He intrusted all the truths which He had
taught, that it might keep and guard
them, and with lawfal authority explain
them ; and at the ssme time He com.
manded all natlone to hear the voice of
the Church, as if it were His own threat-
ening those who would not with everlast.
fog eoldmon. Thus it {s manifest that
man’s best and surest teacher is God, the

! source and principle of all truth ; and the

Oaly Begotten Son, Who is in the bosom
of the Father, cho way, the truth, and the
life, the true light which enlightens every
man, to whose teaching all must submit’;
“And they chall all be taught of God.”
(St. Joha vi, 45). In fsith and fa the
teachiog of morality, (God made the
Church a partaker of His Divine author.
ity, and through His Divine help she can-
not be decelved. She fs therefore the
greatest aud most safe teacher of man-
kind, with {nviolable right to teach them.
Sustained by the truth recelved from her
Divine Founder, the Church has ever
sought, above all things, to fu fil the mis.
sion intrusted to her by God ; undeterred
by the difficulties surrounding her, she
has never ceased to assert her liberty of
teaching ; and In this way, the superstition
of paganism beivg dispelled, the world
was renewed unto Chrisiian  wisdom.
Now, reason {tself teaches that the truths
of revelation and thoee of nature cannot
reslly be opposed to one another, and that
whatover 1s at varlance with them must
necessarily be false, Therefore, the
Divine teaching of the Caurch, so far from
belng an obstacle to the pursuit of learn-
ing and the pregress of ecience, or from
retarding in any way the advance of clviliza-
tion, in reility brings to them the guid-
ance of a ehining light, And for the eame
reason it {s of great advantage for the per-
fecting of human liberry, since Oar Saviour
Jesus Cirist has eald that by truth is man
made free : “You sball know the truth
and the truth ehall make you free.” (S,
Jobn viil. 32). Therefore, there is mo
reason why genalne liberty should be dis
pleased, or true scfence to feel egurieved,
in baving to bear that just and nccessary
restraint by which, in the judgment of
the Church and of reason itself, man’s
teaching has to be controlled, The
Church, as facts have everywhere proved,
while she chicfly and above all locks to
the delence of the Christian faith, is at the
same time careful to foster and prcmote
every kind of human learning.

Learning is in ftself good, and praise-
worthy, aud deeirable; and all erudition
which is the fruit of sound reason, and in
confi rmity with the truth of things, serves
not & little to illustrate what God has
taught us. The Church, indeed, to our
great benefit, bas carefully preserved the
monuments of ancient wisdom; has
opened everywhere homes of sclence; and
has urged ou intellectual progress, by fos
tering most diligently the arts by which
the civilization of our sge is B0 much
adorned. Lastly, We must mot forget
that a vast field lles freely open to man’s
industry aud genius, coniaining ail those
things which haveno necessary connection
with Christian faith and morals, or as to
which the Church, using no authority,
leaves the judgement of the learned fiee
aud unrestrained. From all this may be
uaderstood the nature and character of
that liberty which the followers of liberal-
1sm g0 eagerly demand and proclaim. On
the one hand, they demand for themselves
and for the State a license which opens
the way to every pervertity of oplnion;
and on the other, they bamper the Church
in mavy ways, restricting her liberty
within the narrowest limits, although
from her teaching there Is nothing to be
feared, but very much to be gained.

Another liberty is greatly proclaimed,
namely, liberty of conscience, If by this {s
meant that every one may, as he chooses,
worship God or not, it is sufficlen:ly re-
futed by what has been alieady eaid.
Bat it may alto be taken to mean that
every men in the State may, from a con-
sciousness of duty, and without obstacle,
follow the will of God and obey His com
mands. This indeed is true liberty,
worthy of the sons of God, which nobly
sustalns the dignity of man, and isstronger
than all violence or wrong—a liberty
which the Church has always desired and
beld most dear. This 18 a liberty which
the Apostles claimed for themselves with
intrepid constancy, which the defenders
of Chdistianity confirmed by their writ.
ings, which the Martyrs in vast numbers
cousecrated by their blood. And rightly
80; for this Christian liberty bears witness
to the absolute and most just dominion
of God over man, and to the great and
supreme duty of man towards God. It
has nothing 1n common with a seditious
and rebellious mind : and it in no way
derogates from cbedience to public
suthority; for the right to command and
to require obedlence exists only so far ae
itisin accordance with the authority of
God, and {s within the measure that He
bas laid down. When anything is com-
manded which s plaialy at vufmce with
the will of Gud, there 15 & departure from
this divinely constituted order, and a con.
flict with the Divine authority, and then
it Is right not to obey.

By the patrons of liberalism who make
the State absolute and omnipotent, and
proclaim that man should live altogether
independently of God, this liberty of which
We speak, which s joined to virtue and
religion, is now acknowledged; and what.
ever is Jone for its preservation, is beld to
be an injury and an offence sgainst the
State. Indeed, if they spoke truly there
would be no tyranny, no matter how cruel,
which we should not be bound to endure
and to obey,

The Caurch would most earnestly desire
that this Coristian teaching, of which We
have given the heads, should in reality
and in practice penetrate every rank of
soclety, This teaching would be of the

reatest efficacy to heal the evils of our

ay, which are neither few nor light, and
are the offspring in great part of the false
liberty which is so much extolled, in which
the germ of salvation and glory was sup
posed to becontained. The hope has been
disappointed by the result; the fruit,
fostead of belng sweet and wholesome, is
tainted and bitter. If a remedy is deslred,
let it be sought for in a restoration of
sound doctrine, from which alone the
preservation of order and the defence of
true liberty can be expected, Yet, with
the discernment of a true mother, the
Church welghs the great burden of human
weaknees ; and she knows what is the
course in which the minds and the affuirs
of men are now borne along, For this

: ‘ : |
reason, while not ¢ meeding any rights to

anything that {s not true end bonest, it

does not forbid public authority to toler. |

ate whatls at variance with truth and
Justice, for the seks of evoidis g a greater
evil, or of cbtaintng or preservivg some
Rreater good.  God Himeelf, fn His pro
vidence, though He is of fufisite gnoduess
and power, allows evll to exist in the
world, partly that greatcr good may not
be impeded, aud partly that greater evil
may not follow, In the government of
States it is well to imitate the Ruler of
the world ; and, as the authority of man is
powerless to prevent every evil, it has (a8
St. Augustine saye) “to overlook, avd to
leave unpunished, many things which are
punished, and rightly, by Divine Piovl-
dence.” But in such circumstances, if,
for the sake of the common good (which
is the only just reason), the law of man
may and ought to tolerate evil, It may
not and ought not to approve or desire
evil for it own sake ; for evil of itself,
belug a privation of good, Is opposed to
the common welfare which a l¢ glslator
must desire and defend to the best of bis
power. Lo this, human law must endeavor
to imitate Giod, Who, as St Thomas BRYS,
In allowing evil to exlst in the world,
‘“neither wiches evil to he done, nor wishes
It not to be done, but wishes only to per.
mit it to be done; and this is good.” This
sentence of the Angelle Doctor contains
bricfly the whole doctrine as to the per-
mission of evil. Bat, to judge rightly, We
must acknowledge that the more a State
has to tolerate evil, the further is it from
perfection; and that the tolerance of evil,
which 1s suggested by political prudence,
must be clrcumecribed by the limits which
ite cause, the public welfare, requlres,
Wherefore, 1f such tolerance would be
fvjurious to the public welfare, and bring
greater evils on the State, 1t would not by
lawful; for in such a case the motive of
good s wanting, And although in the
extraordinary condition of these times,
the Caurch usually acqulesces in certain
modern liberties, not because she prefers
them in themselves, but because she judges
It expedient to permit them, in better
times she would use her own liberty ; aud,
by persussion, cxhortatlon, and entreaty,
she would endeavor, as she ought, to ful-
fill the duty astigned to her by God of
providing for the eternal salvation of
mankind, One thing, however, remaing
always true, that the liberty which 1s
claimed for all, to do all things, {s not, as
We haye often said, of itself desirable,
Inasmuch as it {3 contrary to reason that
error and truth should have equal rights,
And as to tierance, it 18 surprising how far
removed frcm the justice and pradence of
the Church, are they who profess what ls
called liberalisn  For, io allowing that
boundless license of which we have spoken,
they exceed all limits, and end at last by
making no apparent distinction between
teuth and error, honesty and dishonesty.
And because the Charch, the pillar and
ground of truth, and the unerring teacher
of morale, is forced utterly to reprobate
and condemn tolerance of such au aban-
doned aud criminal character, they calum
inate her as wanting In patierce and
gentleness, and thus fail to see that, In so
dolng, they impute to her as a fault what
{8 In reality a matter for commendation,
Bat, In spite of all this show of tolerance,
it very often happens that, while they
profess themselves ready to shower liberty
on all in the greatest profusion, they are
utteriy Intolerant towards the Catholic
Church, by refusing to grant it the liberty
which 1s its right.

To reduce briefly, for clearness sake, to
its principal heads, all that has been here
written and that follows from it, the sum-
mary is this: that, by a necessity of his
nature, man is Wholly subject to the true
and everlasting power of God ; aud that
man has no liberty except that which must
be in submission to God and In subjection
to His will. To deny the exlstence of
this authority In God, or to re.
fuse to submlit to it, ls to act, mot
a8 & free man, but as omne who
reasonably abuses his liberty, and ih such
a dispositlon of mind the chief vice of
liberalism consists, The form, however,
of this vice is manifold; for in more ways
and degrees than one can the will depart
from the obedience which 18 due to God
or to those who share the Divine power.

To rejecct the supreme authority of
God, and to cast off all obedience to Him
in public matters, and even in those
which are private and domestic, is the
greatest perverslon of liberty and the
waret kind of liberalism; and sgalnet this,
what We have eaid applies in its fullest
sense,

Next comes the system of those who
admit indeed the duty of submitting to
God, the Creator and Raler of the world,
inasmuch as all nature is dependent on
His will; but who boldly reject the laws
of faith and morals, which are above the
natural order, and are revesled by the
suthority of God; who at least aseert that
there ls no reason why regard should be
paid to theee laws, at least In public by
the State, How wrong such men also are,
and how {inconsistent, we have scen
above. From this doctrine, as its source
and principle, flows that fatal maxim of
the separatlon of Church and State;
whereas, on the contrary, it is clear that
the two powers, though dissimilar in
functions and unequal in degrees, ought
nevertheleas to live in concord, by the
harmony of their actions and the fulfill-
ment of their respective duties.

But this maxim is understood in two
waye. Many wish the State to be separ.
ated from the Church wholly and entirely,
80 that in every right of human soclety,
in institutione, customs, and laws, in the
offices of State, and in the education of
youth, they would pay no more regard to
the Church than if it did not exlst ; and,
at most, would allow the citizens Individ-
ually to attend to thelir religlon in private
if they pleased.” Against these, all the
arguments by which we dlsproved the
doctrine of the separation of Church ard
State are conclusive; and with this addl-
tlonal argument, that it {s absurd that the
citizen should respect the Church but the

NO. 514

| Others do not oppose the
| the Chuzch nor indeed cou
they rob her of the nature o

ex

perfect eoctety : and maintain the (

not belong to her to legislate, to judge, or
to punish, but only to « xhort, tc r‘;\.u
and to rule her eubjects according to th

own consent and will, By their opinion
they would pervert the nature of thi
Divine soclety, and attenuate and NATTOV
its authority, 1ts ¢ flice of t. acher, and it

whole eflicloncy ; and at the same tim o t v
would aggrandiz: the power of the eivil
government to such an  extent a8 to
sulj et the Church of God to th

emi ‘.o aud eway of the State, Iike any
voluntary association of cltizens, Tocon
pletely refute such teachivg, the argu
ments often used by the defenders of
Corletianity, and set forth by Us, espect.
ally fu the encyclical letter Zmmorlale J i,

are of great avall ; for by those argument
It {s proved that, by a Divine provision
all the rights which essentially belovy to
a society that is legltimate, supreme, and
pe: fect in all fts parts, extot fn the Chirch,
There remaln those wh ), while they de
not approve the separation of Churey and
State, thiok nevertheless that the ( hurel
ought to adapt herself to the times, and to

conform to what 1a desired by the modern

r)st\-m of govervment., Such an Opiuion
fs sound, if it is to be understood of an
adaptation that fs consistent with truth
and justice; In o far, namely, that the

Chuich, in the hope of some great good,
may show herself indulgent, aud ey con
forin to the times in whatever her sacred
office permits, But it is not o {n regard
to practices and doctrines which & perver-
#lon of morals and a false Judgument

bave
unlawfully Introduced. Religion, truth
and justice muet ever be ma'otaloed ; and,
as God has entrusted those great and
sacred things to the care of the Church,
she can never be g0 unfalthful to ber fiice

a3 to dlssemble in what fs fulse or 11 just,
or to conuive at what is hurtful t relig.
on.

From what has been said, it follows that

it is in no way lawful to dewan
defend, or to grant unconditional free
of thought, of speech, of writing, or of
religion, as if they were to many rights
which nature bad glven to maun. For, if
uature had really given thewm, if would be
lawful to refuse obedlenco to God, and
there would be no restraint to human
liberty. Itlikewlse follows, that freedom
in these things may he tolerated when
there iy just cause ; but only with such
moderation as will prevent its degenerat-
fug fnto license and excosms. And wher
theae liberties are in use, men should use
them In doing good, and should regard
them asthe Church does; for liberty s to
be regarded as legitimate in so far as it
glves greater facillty for doing good, and
no further,
Whenever there exlste, or there 1 rea-
son to fear, efther an unjust oppression
of the people, or a deprivation of the
Church’s liberty, it is Iawfua) to seck for
such a change of government ne will plve
due liberty of action. In ench a caco it fo
vot an excesslve and viclous lHberty that
1a sought for; but only some rellef, for the
common welfare, In order that amidst the
license for evil the power of doing good
may not be hiudered.

Again, it is not of itselt wrong to pre-
fer a democratic form of povernm 'nt, if
only the Catholic doctrine be maintuined
a8 to the origio and use of power, Of
the various forms of government, the
Church does not reject any that are
fitted for the welfare of the subject ; she
wishes only—and this nature iteelf re.
quires—that they shouid be constituted
without wrong to anyone, and especially
without violating the rights of tho
Courch,

Unless through some exceptional con.
dition of things it be otherwise deter.
mined, it is well to teke part in the
administration of public aftairs, And
the Church approves of every one giving
his services for the common good, and
doing all that he can for the defence, and
preservation, and prosperity of his
country,

Neither does the Church condemn
those who, if it can be done without vio.
lation of justice, wish to mske their
country independent of any foreign or
despotic power, Nor does she blame
those who wish to give to the State the
power of self government, and to its
citizens the greatest possible measure of
prosperity, So long as it is without
license, the Courch has always fostered
civil liberty : and this was seen especially
in Italy, in the municipal prosperity,
and bealth and glory, which were ob.
tained at & time when the salutary power
of the Church had, without opposition
spread to all parts of the State,

These things, Venerable Brethren,
which under the guidance of faith and
reason, We have, in the discharge of Our
Apostolic oftice, now delivered to you,
will, We hope, especially by your co-.
operation with Us, be useful unto many,
In lowliness of heart We raise Our eyes
in supplication to God, and earnestly
beseesh Him to shed mercifully the
light of His wisdom and of His counsel
upon men, 80 that, strengthened by
these Heavenly gifts, they may in things
of such moment discern what is true, and
may then in public and in private, at all
times, and with unshaken constancy,
live in accordance with the truth that
they have known. As a pledge of these
heavenly gifts, and in witness of Our
good will, to you, Venerable Brethren,
and to the clargy and people committed
to each of you, We most lovingly grant
in the Lord the Apostolic benediction,
Given in Rome, at St. Peter’s, on the
20th day of June, in the year MDCCCL-
XXXVIIL, the eleventh year of Our
Pontificate, Pore Lo XIIL,

Mr, Parnell denies the report which has
been circulated that he intends to vacate
his seat in Parllament until the charges
against him be enquired 11to elther by
the Scotch Court or the Parliamentary

State desplee it,

Commission,

et Fmm e e




