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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON,

Sexngesimn Nanday.

THE OHOSEN FEW.

*Toyou it is given to koow the mystery of

the kingdom of God ; but to the rest in par

ables ; that seelng, they moy no' soe, and hear
ing, they may not upderstand.” (3v. Luke

vill, 9.)

These are very important words
which we -shounld lay deeply to heart.
Their meaning opens out the more we
study them, and we would do well to
spend a little time in finding out

whether we come under the condcmna

tion or not. Let me try to assist you

in your examination.

without anything else on man's part
can be a pledge of salvation, is noth-

all, earnot abdicate his own sove
reignty.

“ Pious beliefs are very uselul and
even if sometimes misinterproted by
Catholics, their main object is sub-
werved, which in the last analysis is the
honor and glory of God. And I may
slso apply th & to relics and to sacred
shrines, the objsct of which is to honor
God in His salots or some mystery of
religion, as the Incarnation inseparably
connected with the House of Loretto.
Bat it must be always borne in mind
that these are vastly different than the

ing short of blasphemy, for God, after

other.

or there are
wrongs and crimes of which the law
knows nothing or takes no notice, and
80 he may be just before the world and
condemned before God.

faithful cltizen ; but this cannot be
said vice versa Many a man keeps
the laws of the State and breaks the
law of God. He is
ances & good men and is so regarded
in the eyes of the law; he is just to his
fellow-men, peaceable and law abiding
and is considered a good and valuable
member of society.
in his duty to God in one way or an-
It is his family, perhaps, that
is sufforing from his neglect of them,

to all appear-

But he is wanting

In this we

Our Lord was a personage that was
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constantly surrcunded by ocrowds of
men and women who were impelled
towards Him by many and varions

motives. His fame had spread through
out the country, and He was regarded
by &ll as a great man ; but all were not
equally impressed as to the kiud and
extent of His greatness, Hence it was
that some came out of purs cariosity,
gome to receive a favor, while a few we
may believe were led to Him by a
desire to learn from His lips a higher
doctrine than any they had hitherto
been tavght,

Now, with such a motley gathering
always around Him, our Lord could not
but speak cantiously on subjects so new
and difficalt to be understood by His
hearers. Ho was only ecarrying out
His oan ocommand * Give not that

which is holy to dogs : neither cast ye
your pearls before swine.” Oar Lord
in thus acting only did what was reason-
able as well as merciful. Ho acted
reasonably in that it would have been
the height of folly for Him to use words
above the native nnderstanding of the
majority, who would estimate His teach-
ing as the babbling of one not wholly
in his mind. He acted mercifnily be-
cause he thereby freed them from the
penalty attached to the non-fulfilment
of their duty learned in these discourses;
for not plainly being told the will of
God, they could not be brought to ac-
count for any neglect in its carrying
out. Our Lord says, *“To you it is
given to know the mystery of the king
dom of God: but to the rest in par-
ables.”” Here we have the antithesis
“you'’ and *rest.'” The * you' re
fers directly to the apostles, and in

directly to all who are in the same con

dition of mind and heart as theirs. By
the *‘ rest '’ are to ba understood those
who are either antagonistic to the
divine word, or who are too steoped in
sin and iguorance of anything nobler
than pandering to the wants of the
body aud the demands of the passions,
to be prepared to receive the revela

tion that God makes of Himself and ol
our obligations t¢ Him. Yes, brethren,
the heart and the intelleet must be ina
suitable condition before we may exsect
to benefli from anytning that God
makes known regarding Himsell oronr

solves.

Man of his own natural powers can
pot effect anything. In order for us to
rlse to the supernatural, we need the
assistance of the Holy Spirit, whose
work it is to dll our minds with super
natural thought and desires, and with
opur individaal co-opseration to accom-
plish in us whatever God has designed
from all eternity. The apostle St.
Jamoes tells us that ‘' every best
gift and every perfect gift is from
abyve,”” and surely there can be
no more best and perfect gift than the
divine whisperings of the Spirit of
God, This is the reason why the vast
mass of mankind in geveral, and Chris-
tians in particnlar, seem to have so
little concern with the things pertain-
ing to the soul. They seldom or never
1ear the voice of God

or sonscion ce,
instructing them as to the means of sal

dootrines that are called * of faith.’

side the Church.
“ These fow reflections show substan

supremely ridiculous."

AUTHORITY.

order, our earthly rights and well

power, all auntbority is from God.”
*“ Through Me kings reign and rulers

though we know how strong is the

foeeling of rebellion in us, inciped as i

always is by the enemy of our souls
who said, Non i

.un.,' I will nov

sorve.'”” Law, order is heaven's first
law, and it must be the same every-
where, Nature obeys fixed laws, and
man for his part must follow rule and
obey & rualer; the planets revolve
around the sun as well as turn on
their own axecs, whilst the sun draws
its power, its light, its heat from God
the Creator of all. In the same way
man, whilst baving great power and
independence in himself, still depends
on God through the channels which He
has apointed. Man in his wisdom
must see the necessity of this. Take
it, for example, in the family, the
workshop, or what you will, in any
place where there are a number, some
one must rule and all others obey;

re may be minor difforences, but in
L 1 there must be a working
pd ore great common centre all in

vation, « Uuminating their minds for
\ ra larger grasp the truths
of our holy faith, They always appear

to ba stup d ind ! flerent on any sub

!
|
t M
j not !} [ direct reference _»l to be docile and submissive
the thix of this lif . )N ren, \l those placed over us: i
y ¥ r 8p a ect and obey
1 A borr in by the |} o a sallen aspe « ing
e 1€ shed | & y, but oune cheerfully given
JACTA " 1 . wnd pecessary, seeing in |
and \D § ¢ vho rale tho represontatives o
sinino dotras Himself, who will hold them even
1,1 htl s siricter accountability than
1d persiste ly, xi iny by ...\-‘m, | rw n they rale
+le fuller perception of the | How great is the responsibility of
divine mysteries, till we come after | U who govern! They must answer
death to the perfect and complete not only for themselves but in large

vision of God in paradise. Theve is no

hare the ]

51id, B 1€ 15 t hath not, from him
shall be taken a®ay even that which he

part tor their subjoctas. The latter
excuse for us.  Ii we do not co-operate | WAy have wmany griofs
with the grace of God, then we shall | misrale, just like the
i those of whom it is | bad and indifferent father have their
orrows, or the workmen of a cruel

and heartiess ewployer know injustice
hath.' aud

wrmony and under one established
ule and order; there mnet he unit

univy
nd co-operation on both sides ; unity
as to some one who governs and unity
as to all the rest obeying that one.

through their
children of a

hardship, and all this must be ac

revelations but little meed be said.
Taey may be believed or not, according
as the testimony in favor of them furn

power is pot shortened, nor God's

please Him, there is nothing either on
the part of God or of man that makes a
miracle or revelation intrinsically im-
possible. But whilst we Catholics may
believe them, it is well to be on our
guard against elevating them beyond
their own sphere. To put them in the
realm of revealed doctrine is to be
more Uatholic than the Church and to
work serious harm both within and out-

tially what Catholics must believe and
in what they are free. If the distine.
tion were always kept in view, there
would be less misunderstanding and
less tendency on the part of papers,
secular and religious, to make mistakes
that to the enlightened Catholic are

Autkority has the right of rule and
sway inherent in itself, for the author
of a thing, whence the word arises,
must have all that pertains to carrying
out the reasons for its existence.
Authority stands tc maintain law and

being, and %0 it is to be respected and
obeyed, jost as God is to be honored
and obeyed as the first great author,
Creator and Lord of all things.

The authority of the earthly ruler
is but a shadow of the divine and has
its root in God and its power from
Him. Thus the apostie says, ‘‘ All

rule,”” says God in holy writ, and He
bids us obey them. We are to give to
Civ ar, that is, give to aauthority our
submission, our respect and our obeadi
ence. We must be submissive to rale,

Upion and Times,
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PIANO SERVES AS ALTAR.

WX PERIY

tributed among them gratunitously.

see what M

and box board factory in the town.
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) tice ch last ola | of intel on o r worse still, he
1 lors 1 & red | 1AC n in v 19 and morality L
shrine | all this is » make no difference |
o ays, * y ; &8 the law is carried out accord- |
r, and many to e principles of justice ; they |
gnorant overzeal ¢ s | are only figures and instroments, un-
nd. There are vany | worthy, indeed, yet wielding a power
e Catholie C

wreh, none l u
apart from the Mass on Sun-

arist at Kaster, are of obli-
oy are useful ii properly

tholies with the belief that
these are a part of the faith. Many of
them have the approbation of the
Chureh, and if understood and pract-
iced g the Church wishes them to be
understood and practiced, they are a
source of grace and blessing. The de-
votion of the scapular is an example.
Worn fn the spirit of the Church it is
the souree of good in many ways ; but
% hold that the mere wearing of it,

entrusted to them. The sceptre is
'y days and the reception | greater
the erown is of more consequence than

the one who wears it, yes, the mace is
and followed with an ep- | greater than the

ned mind, but it is decidedly | guard it, for all
wnd very detrimental to impress | authority.
duty to the State, to the Government
under which we live and perform it
fully and religiously as good oitizens,
lovers of law and order, in a secondary
degree only to that higher rule of lov.
ing and serving God as His children
and the futnre citizens of heaven,
Rendering to God the things that
are God's includes rendering to Cafuar

t their own bot God's, which He has
than the hand that sways it,
six handred who

these stand for
Let us see, therefore, our

torested and
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College, Toronto.

Ilguor and tobacoo habite are healhta’,
inexpensive home troavmenis. Nohypodermlo
the things that are Croiar's, The good fujaotdons | no publicity t no losa of bfme from

devout Christian is always a good and

r from anv direation ¢

Jatholic Church can be se

11

betore youarrive. The church isspaci-
ous and beautifol and Father Hermann

completed a magnificent sc
bullding.

has ju

A course of lectures was given in

Doylestown about thirteen years ag
by Fathers Kress and Wonderly. Thet
ures were attended somewhat b
ter than the recent course, bu
a8 due to the {act that the wea
vas very inclet

is not so0 keen among pet

b

peal.

The Presbyterians in Doylestown are
at least making an effort. They held
services every evening while the lec-
tures were going on, and rang the belil

furiously every time the bell of t
Catholic Church began to ring. I think

inging constituted the major po
L ration.

IF'he Luthe

A tuture., T.J.0
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A noble, large-hearted life, fruitful

s

| good works, giving and receiving
blessing and fnding, even in is

world, a plentiful reward in the great

noss of its labors, and the unlook w

pths of its joys, this is the gilt

1 i n here, t 80 who lor b

soli, give upsell, and e roady to ‘*lose

their life for the Gospel's sake.'’—Abbe
Henri Perreyve.

LIQUOR AND TOBACCO HABITS

A, MoTAGGART, M. D , 0. M
75 Yonge Street, Toronte, Canada,
Referonces as to Dr. McoTaggart's professicn-

al standing and personal (ntegrity perm |
by 1
8ir W, R, Mered

h, Chiet Justice.
Hon, G. W, Rosa. ex-Premier of Ontarlo,
v, N. Burwash, D D. President Victoria

Rov. Father Teety, President of St Micnael's

Qollege, Toronto,

Right Rev. A Swoeatman, Bishop of Toronta
Rev. Wm McLaren, D, D., Principal Knox

Hon Thomas Coffey, Senator, CATHOLIC

Rroorp, London,

Dr. MoTaggart's vegetable remedies for *he
safe

business, and a certainty of curs, Coasulta
on or cories pondence invited,

may well say, ‘* Men's ways are not
“In regard to modern miracles and | God's ways.” This world is, indeed, a | 2O In a like predicament are the

mere plaything and the things of this
world are vain and fleeting in com-
parison with the things of the life to
ishes & motive of eredibility. God's | come. Karth’s laws are but for the
day, but the laws of God are for an
knowledge decreased ; and, If it so | eternity. The law and order which
we admire and gladly sastain are only
a8 %0 many sunbeams across the dial
of time which has its begioning and
end in eternity. Bo external service
will connt for nothing unless accom-
panied with internal and everlasting
principles.—Bishop Colton in Catholic

OES OF A MISSIONARY IN A
NEAR CLEVELAND WHERE
CATHOLIC CHURCH WAS UNKNOWN,
One would hardly expect to find to-
day, in the great state of Ohio, a few
miles from Cleveland, a thriving com-
munity, many of whose inhabitants had
never seen a Catholic church. Such a
condition was found to exist in Ritt-
man, O., by Roav, Thomas J. O Hern, of
the Apostolate, when he went there
recently to give a series of lectures to
non-Catholics. The territory lies with-
in the jurisdiction ol Father Hermann,
pastor of Doylestown, who arranged for
the lectures. They were held in the
Opera House and the people of both
town and surrounding country mani-
fested the keenest interest in the topics
discussed. The speaker was greeted
every evening by a erowd which en

tirely filled the building, some of them
having driven a distauce of seven or
eight miles. The qnuestions show-d
that their knowledge of the Church
was very meagre. 7They were all eager
to receive copies of the books explaic-

ing Qatholiec doetrine which were dis-

While the lectures were intended

o't thought before? Grantel, but say

be the question of tenets on our lips.

in our day and generation indifference
is the unpardonable sin. It is one of
the gravest, the most deplorable results
of the base habit of thinking in doliars
and cents.—Monitor.

e e e
PAGANISM AMONG THE ' SMART-
SET.”

primarily lor non-Catholies, they proved
to be of the greatest value to the Cath-
olies of the vieinity. A square piano
on the stage served as an altar, and
here Mass was celebrated every day.
Many of the non Catholies, who bad
never been in a Catholic Church, came

| Neowspaper (Londen) notes

to t Mass was like, Kvery day
several Catholics would make them-
selves known and express a desire to
return to the Churoh and receive the
sacraments, Up to that time no one in
Rittman knew that they were Catho-
lics, The faith was just flickering and
about the only reason they could give
for being Catoolics was that they had
peen born such, as some of them stated,
The Catholics are now very enthusi-
astic and desire to build a church.
One of the men has headed the list by
subscribing $100. Tue future of Ritt-
man looks bright., KExtensive additions
are being made to the large salt works

Father Hermaun decided to have the
lectures repeated at Doylestown, so
m
Jan. 12(h to 18th. Doylestown is seat-

about one hundred years old. In ap-

piie

ient in the early part of
K. Thean, too, interest in re-

pla
generally to-day as it was filteen years
ago, because Protestantism is losing its
hold upon them, and they are dritting
imto indifferentism. Hence, if the
Oatholic Church does not reach them
before that condition arrives, they will
be beyond the reach of religions ap-

the institution, and has lavished praise
upon these Augustinian nuas, and so
time honored has been their charitable
mioistry in connection with the place
that even the G vernment of the great
Revolution a

, that the sex‘on wuo did the

were very much 1.
vther Hermann expects
to start a class of ipstruction in
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miss this ba

A staff correspondent in Reynold s
and gives in
eresting, even if revolting, particulars
f the pagan “‘Smart Set'’ dog-worship
%0 sternly denouuveed recent!y by Father
Bernard Vanghan. We have heard,
says the correspondent, of thoughtiess
women clothing their dogs in costly furs
and boots, and hanging their necks ard
paws about with jewels. But possibly
the latest phase of the show exhibits in
the trademen's section is the most
astoundiag piece of reckiess fooling in
the way of money wasting we have seen.
A feature of the show was the splendid
display ol Caristmas presents for dogs.
These took the shaps of silver brushes,
chains, collars, motor costumes, travel-
ing trunks and boxes, and india rubber
balls for the pets when they want some-
thing to play with !

Bat that is not’all or nearly all. The
enlt of the pet dog, conticues the cor-
respondent, is becoming so acute that
several ladies take nurses in usiform to
attend to the ‘coiffare’ of the animals,
and to feed them, It is a matter of no
moment that a farm boy's mother has
to cut her lad's hair by the simple pro-

cess of tarning a pndding bacin upside
down on his head and cutting round it.
lhe pet dog's toilet places him far
b

the plough boy in value. Experts,
for costly fees, trim his hair, dress his
coat, scent him with delicate perfumes,
or give him a bath and shampoo.

ar abovethe plough boy in value

dog in twentieth century *‘So

ciety’’ civilization. To point the moral
is ncedless. — New York Freeman's
Journat.

re———— e e

After 1,200 Years,

From the beginning of the new year,
writes the Marquis de Fontenoy, the
Augustinian nuns,who have enjiyed the
privilege of tending and nursing the
sick In the great hospital known as
Hotel Dieu, at Paris, since the eighth
century, will be excluded from that
institution, with which they have been
so closely identified for twelve hun-
dred years. The records of the hospital
show that every ruler o' France, from
St. Lounis to Napoleon ITI., has visited

the end of the eizhteanth

DOLLARS AND CENTS THINKING,

It Is positively surprising to zonsider
to what extent this habit of thinking
in dollars and oents has assumed con
trol of the men and women of to-day.
Kven the scholar, the man of letters,
falls vietim to the ruliog passion of the
age avd refuses to buy the book he
wants because he must pay 25> more
than usual for it, and williogly snaps
up the book he doesn’t wann)‘lgaonuo iv

happens to be marked down 25¢.
in hia some hladen | MARCEE L L lint of Loyols, in his
famous meditation on ‘“The T wo Stand
ards,’”’ reminds us that those who follow
satan go thelr way without a glimmer

of reward from the base prince of dark-

erring, deluded mortals who think in
dollars sad cents. Many of them, with
all their wearisome howling about sav-
ing money and breeding ducats, never
got enough of those same ducats to give
themselves a respectale funeral ; and
those who do succeed in making what
they vulgarly call their * pile,”” can't
for the life of them put it to any effect-
ive use. Some of them are not men
enough to admit it, but the truth is
this : Theirgold has turned to nutshells,

Homely sayings these, and thoughts

o

than

ings with much pith and hidden mean-
ing, and thoughts that the modern
world cannot too often entertain. We
have bad envugh thinking in dollars and
cents. Letus,by way of variety,think in
terms men and women. Not “*Howmuch
is be worth? bat{**Who is he ?'* should

ome
me |

We must have money, to be sure,
even a8 we must have microbes, even
as we must have rain. But when we
seek it too earnestly and too exclusive-
ly we often fail to attain the gilded
goal, snd infallibly fail to reach any
other goal. When the Saviour uttered
those momentons words: ‘‘A rich man
shall bhardly enter the Kingdom of
Heaven,”” He wmeant, not that the rich
man is necessarily wicked or sin grimed,
but that he is so absorbed in his riches
that he is prone to pass by the
plessed kingdom without being aware
of its existence. In other words, he
becomes indiff-rent — indiffarent, that
is, to all but the parsuit of wealth; and
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The North American Life
Assurance Company

Held its Apnual Meeting at its Home Office, in Toronto, on Thu
day, the 80th day of January, 1908. The President, Mr. John
Blaikie, was appointed Chairman, and the Managing Director, M
Goldman, Secretary, when the following report of the business of

Company for the year ended December 3ist, 1907, was submitie
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to the welfare of families, the
stability of business, and the
comforts of old age is found

in life insurance; and therefore
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ever expanding household, to
\

become partners in its grow-
ing business, and to share
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