THE FARM BULLETIN.

Would Bonuses Have Pald ?
Ioditor “* The
Again we are at the end of another

Farmer’s Advocate ’

mild win-
ter, of which we get too few. Situated as we are

in the zone between continuous snow and frost on

the one side, and no snow and little frost on the
other, we are liable to have almost any kind of
weather in the winter season. This makes it
very difficult to plan work or speculate on what
the crops and live stock may be like in the
spring. Usually, a mild winter, while good for
the stock, is hard on the wheat and meadows,
but this one seems to have been a fortunate ex-

ception. Winter wheat, so far, is looking excep-
tionally promising, and grass and clover is seldom
better. A feature of the live-stock trade is the
increasing scarcity of cattle. Really good stock-
ers are almost a curiosity, and, judging from the
way the trade in calves for veal and hides is de
veloping, native cattle of any kind will be almost
as scarce as horses. The poultiy industry is de-
veloping rapidly ; so much so that some enter-
prising farmers, with incubators, in order to sup-
ply the demand, have undertaken to supply newly-

hatched chicks at 5 cents each; but, from the
writer’s observation, it is more diflicult to rear
incubator-hatched chicks than to hatch them.

They seem to lack the vitality of those cared for
by the old Biddy.

We expect seeding to be in full swing in a
few days. Sugarmaking seems to be over, and
the cheese season has again commenced. Dairy -

ing is the stand-by around here, and cheese takes
the lead in summer, though about one-quarter the
amount is made into butter in winter, and
shipped (mostly) to Toronto commission men,
along with the ‘‘ hen fruit.” The distance is
about one hundred miles, and local merchants are
heginning {o complain at the loss of this trade.
In summer, the country storekeepers gather the
eggs direct themselves, exchanging for groceries,
so that, between the city and the country, the
town merchants are losing ground. But this is
only another example of the modern tendency to
divide into city and country, mostly the former,
leaving the smaller places to struggle along as
best they can. And in this connection, might it
not be wise for the l.egislature to relieve the
town of some of the burden of road-building ? 1f
public money is to be used for this purpose, let
the permanent roads be extended from the town
outwards, or else compel the town to maintain as
good roads within the limits of the corporation
as there are in the surrounding townships. St
Mary's made a supreme eflort to construct good
roads with broken stone and a steam roller, and
succeeded admirably while the money lasted, but
taxes, getting too high, some of the leading roads
to the town are left in a deplorable condition,
much worse than the township’s; while the town,

in desperation, has taken to loaning money to
corporations like the ('. I’. R&., and various manu-
facturing industries, which, though it injures the

town’s credit temporarily, may, we hope, benefit
it ultimately. But are the farmers to wade
through mud to get into the town till those good
times come ?  On this problem, the ratepayvers of

the writer's native township have again shown
their good sense, by rejecting o raid  on  thein
treasury by what is commonly supposed  to he
the C. ', R., acting through a " straw com
pany of local men, that wanted a straight gift of
$20,0C0, as a slight acknowledgment of the hon

or and benefit of having a branch of the great

P’. R. through part of the township. On a former
ocegsion the township refused aid to a  cement
company, and subsequent events have proved it
wise in doing so, for il it produced the cement
from marl, it would probably have failed,  and
anyway, another strong company is likelv to lo
cate in St. Mary's, which will benefit {he town
ship just as much IT the locality is worth it
these industries will come in good time,  without
aid and so will the railway And i it s not
worth it, it is better without them, for vou can't
tahe blood out of a stone St Mary s has had
hitter experience with the big creamery and the
hig quarries Would it have paid the town  fo
have honused them ? i 11 B I¥NS
Perth Co., Ont

Ancient History.

Commenting upon the customarily helated ap
pearance and distrmibution ol the Foxperimental
IFarms report, 'he oo Vv ot O]
Winnipeg, remarks Fhe printer to the K
VMost Excellent Majesty, as the job-printe thie
tovernment matter styles himsell, may e
ing ander a speed limit that will not pernit
faster work, but it certainly does not add (o
vithue of the report of experimental farms to by
that one dealing with experiments carried on i
1907 veady for distribution ba April st (A

THE rARMER'S ADVOCATE.

To Our Club-raisers.

There are thousands of farmers who do not
know what they are losing every year through
not being subscribers to ‘‘ The Farmer's Advo-
cate and Home Magazine.”’ Therefore, we want
all readers of ‘‘ The Farmer's Advocate '’ to act
as club-raisers this year, and send us large
lists of NEW SUBSCRIBERS.

If you send us two new names and $3.00 to
cover same (each new subscriber paying $1.50),
we will mark date on your paper forward one
year as remuneration to you; or, for each
single NEW NAME, accompanied by $1.50, we
will advance the date of your address label six
months. Cash commissions or premiums, as
preferred, for larger lists of new names.

In clubs of FOUR RENEWALS OR OVER, we
will accept $1.25 each.

Premiums not included in club offers.

Start raising your club immediately. Get
‘““The Farmer's Advocate and Home Magazine'
into every household in your locality.

Protection is Expensive.

Inditor ‘‘ The Farmer's Advocate '

articles
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relating to protection, and believe that, so
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of the argument The agriculturist does not
for a bhonus, a subsid) exemption  from
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On Friendly Terms.

taxation, but simply to be placed on equal Toot
mg with other mdustries Just give Canadian
farmers free trade Tor fve vears, and aerviculture
would receive an o hmpetus  such as it has  not
Known since the history ol this country Highie
prices 1tor farm products would attract thousands
Irom the congested cities to the sorl; Tarm values
would advance by leaps wund bounds: more hand
would he coployed on the farms, better et hods
would he crployed: production would he swonde
ally inereased, and o moarket wouldy be had Ton
our surplus right  at home, at greatly adyanced
prices I cems absurd and unbusitesslihe 1o
send all our surplus across the Ntiantic, with wll
the necessary loss  irom shrinkhage onerstocked
market . insurance, et when we have o hette
market  right at our yvery doon Fhat word pro
Lection spells all the dillicuity and diin s
Canadian larmers from o arvket thal hrould b
ours and a omarket that would he worth anillion
o us annually The  writer recently Yol
castorn Lo penetrate U ocle Sam's donain I
hundeed nile and the foilowing are some af 1 h
prevathing  prices ol farm product ol |
tcular section which heo visited

Lamhs, each, S9.00 Vel calyve i |
e pounid Lo cents e v W el

vaned G ta R et heris b veqetn

mrd . 200 cent chickens live Vel

nd L 20 to B cent s bk, vetanl, o I
1O et mill wholesale, per callon

1 wholesale per callon SO0 |

poeel S oh to K5 0000 turnips,

PFOUNDLE |

1506

W) ocents maple sugar, per pound, 2r Wi
nuple syrup, per gallon, $2.00 ; hay, | ton”
NIR Lo 321, '
We have a little port-of-entry here, and | Dier-

Iv 1wo men were employed to do this woe but
now, I @ told, there are nine, and one per-
annuated.  This force must cost the cou: at
least $15,000 annually. TI'rotection is exp . ijve
and WIE have to foot the bill. '

AN OLD SUBSCRIDI

Stanstead (oo,

Mine Royalty Right and Expedient

Iaditor I'he Farmer's Advocate "’

Why should a royalty be imposed on the
miner 2" asks John Seabrook, in your issue of
April 8th, &nd he goes on to argue that no
rovalty chould be imposed. Let me take the same
|i|1|x1|"£|1i1>1y as Mr. Seabrook uses, and try 1o
show why a progressive royalty should bhe im-
posed, not on the miner, but on the product of
the mines.

I<ach of the seven sons, investing his $10,000

has a Tairly definite chance
of earning a livelihood, with a reasonable ex-
nenditure of industry and common sense. Why 2
Because the agricultural possibilities of a  given
piece of land are more or less apparent to any
man who knows something of practical farming.
IRisks there are, but they are reasonably ell
estimated, and more or less common to all en-
gaved in the same business

But the

in farming property,

case of the other three
hrothers, who invest in mining property. Mr,
Seabrook adhmits that the business of prospecting
and minine is a game ol chance, and he assumes
that the fitst of the three brothers loses all his
S10,000: the second begins fairly well, but finally
has to suspend operations; while the third strikes

consider

a rich vein, and makes a nice ‘“ profit.”’ I have
no quarrel with Mr. Seabrook's illustration, or
hies characterization of the miner’'s business, but

both seem to me to
point undeniably to
the wisdom of a
progressive royalty.
The fact is that
there is no fairly
constant proportion
between the labor a

miner expends and
his return therefor.
I'he  business is a
game of chance.
One man may work
hard and get noth-
ing, while another
doces little, and
reaps  an enormous
return. A\ progress-
1 v e royalty does
nothing more than
cven up matters a
iittle, and makes
the successful miner

help his less-success-
ful fellow workmen.
It is a system of in-
surance, whereby
those who lose are
partly recouped by
those who gain.
Under private own-
ership of the mines,
it is the only way
compatible with jus-
tice \  progress
he rovalty is
attain a certain
proportion to the
I'lhe miner who does
the worse, the
while the man who
rewarded for
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