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left. The birds are starved for 24 to 86 hours
before killing and are put on the market un-
drawn,

To the amateur my counsel would be: Start
with good blocky birds; den't everfeed during
the first week, especially, or at any time; feed
regularly ; keep the chicks quier, do not allow
dogs to come in sight of them; make the feed
palatable by using a little salt. For the first
week the birds will gain very little. They will
make the largest gain during the cecond week,
When the birds are fed, their crops should be full
and if when you go to feed them again, their
crops are nearly empty, your birds cannot help
but be doing well,

FIRST CLASS PRODUCT IN DEMAND,

It should not be thought for a minute that
there is a possibility of uverdoing the business
of fattening chickens. One of the main causes
of the low prices for poultry during the past two
seasons has been the very poor condition of the
birds marketed. People get disgusted with skin-
ny poultry and they buy other meats, whereas if
the poultry was well fattened, it would create a
better appetite for poultry and this would mean
increased consumption. There is very little dan-
ger of over production of the first class product ;
ir fact there is very little No. 1 poultry to le
seen on the markets. The demand is almost .-
limited for crate fattened chickens. The uni-
versal opinion of those that 1 have supplied with
crate fattened chickens is “I never knew what
a good chicken was before.”” 1f you don't fatten
your poultry as I have outlined, make them as
good as you can in the ordinary way. You
would not think of trying to sell your hogs when
half fattened if they are intended for killing, The
same principle applies to poultry and the loss by
selling unfinished poultry is much greater

After Harvest Cultivation

L. €. Cameron, Halton Co., Ont.
Fields that are to be fall plowed, should he
turned over lightly as soon after harvest as pos-
sible. Where advanced methods of farming wre

practised there will not e much to plow save sod
After plowing, such cultivation as is necessary to
put the soil in good tilth shoula we given. This
will cause rapid decomposition of the stubble and
other vegetable matter.

Three woeks after plowing bring the broad-
shared cultivator into use. This will cut all weeds
and leave them near the surface. Then by means
of the harrows bring the roots on top where they
will be killed by the sun. Cultivating twice with
the broad shares and fallowing with the harrows
is a very effective way of destroying weeds,
ate in the fall the land should be ribbed vp
in shallow ridges. This will allow the frost to
penetrate readily into the soil. The many fur-
rows will carry off the water in the spring with
little wash, owing to the amount of water be-
ing small that passes down each furrow. Land
handled in this manner will be in fine condition
in the spring. Tt will work down readily with
the spring-toothed cultivator into a fine seed bed.

Municipal Forests in Canada

The agitation that has been conducted by Farin
and Dairy in seeking to arouse greater interest
in the matters of reforesting the waste lands of
Ontario, is having effect. A bulletin preparad
by the Canadian Forestry Association, under the
direction of Mr. R. H. Campbell, Supt. of For-
estry at Ottawa, has just been issued to news-
papers throughout the Dominion drawing atten-
tion to the convention recently held at Cobourg,
where at the instigation of Farm and Dairy, a
number of forestry experts and others met to dis-
cuss the feasibility of reforesting the waste sand
lands of Durham and Northumberland counties.

The bulletin deals with matters discussed at the

convention and is as follows :

Shall municipai ownership be extended to for-
ests?  This question, it is hoped, will shortly be
answered aftirmatively in Ontavio, and perhaps
in other provinces of the Domini The ques-
tion was discussed lately at a meeting in Co-
bourg of representative men of the Counties of
Durham and Northumberland, which are united
for municipal purposes. In these counties, along
the ridge, which forms the watershed between the
streams flowing into Lake Ontario, and those ad-
joining the Trent River, is a large tract of sand
land, some 15,000 acres in extent. Originally
this land was heavily timbered with a fine crop
of pine. After this was cut off the land was for
some years farmed with fair success. The fer-
tility of the soil, however, has steadily diminish-
ed, and now few farmers are left on the ridge.
Buildings and fences are going to ruin and aveas
of “blow” sand have developed which in some cas-
os are drifting on, and covering up good land.
Not only is this the case, but the streams through-
out the district have been affected, with the usual
result, that instead of flowing steadily thronghout
the year, they are torrenis in springtime, while
in summer and autumn their beds are almost dry.

CAPABLE OF PRODUCING TIMBER.

The land is capable of producing fine timber.
Abundant evidence of this is seen in the large
stumps still existing in many places, and in the
fine young timber that is springing up. Alrealy
one plantation made on sand land in Durham
connty some four years ago, is growing well and

land o

n, it is thought, be bought at an

age price of five dollars an acre. If the land
is bought at this price and planted with white
pine, at a cost, for plants and planting, of $10.60
an acre, the cost per acre of the planted arca
would, at the end of sixty years, amount to about
$165.  This includes a liberal allowance for ex-
pense of management and protection, avd for
taxes at the rate of 17 mills on the dollar. (Money
is assumed to be worth three and a half per cent.
per annum.)

The pine timber standing on the acre of ground
would be worth,” even at prices now prevailing,
$600. In other words, not only would the in-
vestment repay the interest at the rate of 3%
per cent. per annum, but in addition would yield
an  amount equivalent to a yearly payment
throughout the 60 years of about two and a quar-
ter dollars. Thus the yearly revenue would
amount to almost half the amount paid, in the
first instance, for the land.

THE CONVENTION.

At the meeting referred to, addresses were giv-
en by Messrs. Thos. Southworth and Jas. Lawler,
president and secretary, respectively, of the Can-
adian Forestry Association, Dr, B, E. Fernow,
Dean of the Faculty of Forestry, of the Univer-
sity of Toronto, and others. Figures given by
the last-named speaker with regard to similar
planting in Germany and France aroused much
interest. Resolutions were passed by the meeting
favoring the reforestation of the lands in ques-
tion, the co-operation of the provincial govern-
ment to be secured, if possible. The matter will
be further discussed at a series of meetings to be
held during the autumn, to conclude with a meet-
ing of representatives of the counties in Decem-
ber.

Other parts of Ontario present much the same
problem as the district referred to and similar
action conld with advantage be taken in them.
In other parts of Canada, too, there are good
chances for municipal forests. The city of Prince
Albert, Sask., for instance, has a splendid ap-
portunity for the creation of such a forest re-
serve in the sandy jack pine lands lying to the
north of the Saskatchewan. The state legisla-
tare of Pennsylvania, it may be noted, at its last
session passed an act permitting the municipali-

ties of the state to acquire forest lands for t
purpose of establishing municipal forest resery.

To Encourage Earth Road Improvement
D. James, York Co., Ont.

Much is being written in our daily papers ji
now in reference to good roads; not too much of
course, for good roads are quite necessary. I'io
Provincial Government and the County Coun:ily
both appear to need more lighv on the subject iy
order to make the proper financial adjudication <
as to se more of the good work to be perfori.
ed. Or, it may be a matter of education of soine
sort that is required. While the matter of good
leading roads is important to farmers and mor
chants, it also appears to be all important to
that increasing class, the automobilist. If peo
ple of wealth in our towns and cities use our lel-
irz roads, not so much on matters of by .,
but of pleasure, to the great injury of the roads
and also to the hindrance of farmers and th.ir
families who have contributed so largely in build-
ing and maintaining the roads, there should e
some way of equaligi
ing the roads accessible and sare tor all classes
who may wish to use them.

Having recently visited a section in Lincoln
Co., and knowing of the good work done by Mr.
W. B. Rittenhouse, T suggest the following way
of equalizing the financial part of a good roals
scheme, especially from a farmers’ standpoint. It
refers to the split-log drag road, which has proy-
en so successful in Lincoln and n some other
counties,

FUNDS EOR A COMPETITION.

Let the Provincial Government set aside $20,
000 or $36,000 annually for a term of six y¢
for the encouragement, by means of competitions,
of the use of the split-log drag. Limit the number
of municipalities to be assisted from three to five
in each county according to the size of the coun-
ty; the municipalities in a county first making
application to have the preference. No munici-
pality should be assisted that did not have at
least 15 or 20 competitors. The length of roa!
for each competitor should not be less than «ne
quarter of a mile; the municipality should
exempt each competitor from statute labor or
payment of commutation tax during the term
of three years in which he shall use the drag up-
on the portion of the road; the municipality to
maintain an inspector or instructor, or both, dur-
ing said term; the municipality to offer prizes
for the best pieces of roads, taking into consider-
ation the length of road, the condition beiore
commencing, and at the end of each year during
the three years term; the Government grant tw
be depended upon by each municipality for at
least three years and of course supplementel to
some extent by township or private subseription.

These portions of roads, kept as they should
be, would be an object lesson to all who would
visit them, from the different parts of the town-
ship, or county, as the case might be. No doubt,
many, later, would enter into the scheme, which
would bring not only good returns financially, w0
far as ng of cost of hauling is concerned, but
would increase the value of lands adjoining or
contiguous to those roads. From the aesthetic
standpoint, and this is not the least pleasing foa-
ture of the scheme, a well kept wayside sjcaks
well for the people of a community, besides I ing
a pleasure for the travelling public.

I hope, Mr. Editor, you will see your way clewr
to urge upon municipalities and upon the Provin
cial Government the value of educating, intiat-
ing and assisting our people in improving and
beautifying our true farm roads, not neces-arily
upon the aforementioned plan, but possibly on o
better one, this communication merely callin; at-
tention to the need and to some extent a fo.sible
way of assisting the farmers of the whole Pr»
vince.
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