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not only consists in gathering together, and the
march, but in an attitude openly taken in opposi-
tion to the world, the enemy of God. We have
to proclaim boldly that we are—without any pos-
sible compromise—in a struggle with the world.
The conflict has two purposes ; to put us in pos-
session of our privileges (which is the subject of
the book of Joshua), and to deliver the people of
God who have been brought into subjection to the
enemy through their own unfaithfulness, which is
the way it is looked at in the book of Judges. In
Joshua all Israel were to go up to the conquest of
Canaan ; here, the struggle is reserved to a certain
number of witnesses, champions of Jehovah, for
the deliverance of His captive people.

The trumpets sounded for their solemn Seasts.
The word of God alone, defines and regulates wor-
ship. We merely allude to this subject, as this is
not the place to go into it.

The empty pitchers are a second factor in testi-
mony. They were, doubtless, some of the utensils
which had contained the victuals of the people (ver.
8) ; and though now empty and worthless, Gideon,
taught of God, knew how to utilize them for His
glory. 2 Cor. iv, 1-10 makes obvious allusion to
this scene. The apostle Paul speaking there of
the position he was placed in as a witness before
the world, says, he was *‘ for the manifestation of
the truth,” and to bear *‘ the light of the gospel of
the glory of Christ” (Rev. vers.) before men.
He then adds: ‘“But we have this treasure in




