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1THE WATER QUESTION. THE STEEL-COAL TRIAL.
Cam for Dcfeadoat Company Opened.Once more the Water Department of Montreal 

has broken down. True, the latest break in that 
very fragile pump lias been repaired, but not until 
the water level in the reservoirs bad been danger­
ously reduced. A conflagration occurring at one of 
these low water periods might be very serious. 
Montreal is practically at the mercy of a series of 
accidents which occur with alarming frequency. 
The pressing question to-day is not: "Who is to 
blame?’’ but : "What is to be done ?” The quickest 
way to get out of a really hazardous |>osition would 
appear to be as suggested in Tin: Cmtoxiru: long 
ago : to buy some electric turbines, wherever they 
are to be bought for prompt delivery, so that they 
might be held in reserve. They would need no ex­
pensive buildings and no tedious installation. The 
cost would not be very great. Hut it is not a ques­
tion of cost1 in such a crisis. ■

It seems about time that the citizens insisted u|kiii 
some action being taken by the fits Council. It 
would lie nothing short of a calamity if some fine 
morning the insurance companies cut down their 
risks by one-half, for it has now got beyond a ques­
tion of increased rates. It will be interesting to 
know what damages the city will likely be called 
iqmii to pay to business houses and others because 
of lack of water.

The Steel Company closed its case on Thursday 
last, and on Friday II. A. I.ovett, K.C., o|iencd on 
behalf of the Coal Company by a motion that 
judgment lie entered against the Steel Company 
on the grounds that the contract between the Steel 
and Coal Company has been assigned to the Na­
tional Trust Company. As this motion was dis­
allowed by Judge I.onglcy, Mr. Lovett said that 
he would make a motion that judgment lie entered 
up as against the plaintiff, the National Trust 
Company, on the same grounds as he had already 
urged.

<

lairdship thought that while there might be 
something more in the last contention of counsel 
than in the former, still he would not at the pre­
sent stage do anything 111 the matter.

E. M. MacDonald then delivered the ojiening 
address on behalf of tlie Dominion Coal Company. 
I le maintained that the plaintiffs had given alto­
gether insufficient notice of increased coal require­
ments. As to the main issue, that of quality 
rather than quantity, he stated that there was no 
implication in the contract that the coal should lie 
suitable for metallurgical purposes. Altogether, 
the counsel held, the Coal Company had supplied 
coal up to the specifications laid down in the con­
tract.

On Monday Dr. Ami and Mr. Hugh Fletcher, of 
the Dominion Geological survey testified empha­
tically that they considered No. 6 mine to lie on 
the same seam as the Caledonia mine, the latter 
being on the Phalen
satisfactory use of No. 6 Coal for steam ptiqioscs 
was given by John Sutherland, a former manager 
of one of the mines on the Phalen seam, by Super­
intendent of Mines, Fergie, and by other witnesses 
oil Monday, Tuesday ami Wedesday.
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1THE MONEY SITUATION.

There is no perceptible change in the money 
situation, with the exception of whatever significance 
there inav be in the fact that the Hank of England 
has put up its rate to four and a half per cent. 
This, of course, mat lie in connection will gold 
shipments. It is difficult to foresee what lies in the 
immediate future. < hir impression is that there is 
mil likely to be cheap money for some time, but 
that conditions will remain fairly steady, with a 
tendency toward ease. ( hir Canadian banks are 
ill good condition and well able to meet ordinary 
requirements. They are right, however, in com­
mending conservatism to their customers. In grow­
ing times the tendency i' apt to be in the other 
direction. Then again some municipalities seem to 
be everlasting in the market for money, in which 
practice they are to some extent encouraged bv the 
banks, where local managers are naturally keen 
competitors for the municipal accounts. It would 
be much better police for towns to confine their 
expenditures to actual necessities and above all to 
forego the fad for public utilities with which 
of our Western towns especially seem stronglv im­
bued just now.

seam. Evidence as to the

1

> *
Half a Cam Loau of Dynamitk exploded by 

accident at ksscx, ( )ntario, killing several people 
injuring many and destroying property worth a 
quart or of a million dollars. The carelessness with 
which these high explosives are habitually handled 
is something astounding. In this as in other mat­
ters familiarity breeds contempt. They have been 
using whole car loads of dynamite every week at 
hssex ami the evidence* goes to show that many of 
the cases were loaded up-side down, that the stqflf 

melting and leaking along the track, and that 
many premonitory little explosions had taken playe 
before the big “accident” occurred. There has been 
criminal carelessness ti|»on the part of somebody, 
and in any civilized country hut Canada or the 
l nited States somebody would he held criminally 
responsible.
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IIIK t H.xNVKi. î*LKKT is to be *»trcngt1icncd it is 
said by the addition of several vessels Bit b\ bit 
the Campbell-Bannerman Government’s poliev of 
“reforming” the army and navv on dangerously 
parsimonious lines is being abandoned Seldom, in 
fact practically never doe*» a jx »litical part\ in poxv?r 
live up to its policy of retrenchment professed in 
opposition, and on the whole it is probaMx a good 
thing for the country It L better to spend money 
in avoiding than in making \Viir. and England's 
questioned naval supremacy is in the interests of 
peace worth all it costs.

Mm. R J. Griffin, joint manager of the F.m- 
plovers Liability Assurance Corporation, has re­
turned from a business trip to the West, where he 
visited among other places, agencies of the C« ftora- 
tion in \\ innipeg. Vancouver. Victoria, Ko tenay, 
Boundary Country, etc. He reports business in a 
flourishing condition. Mr. Griffin states that btisi- 

men in the West regard the present tightness 
**f money S* calculated to introduce more caution 
and conservatism among people xx ho are inclined to 
be too progressive just now.
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