
55THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.March, 1912—7

>
The Bible and Alcohol

PROFESSOR JOHN E. McFAYDEN, D.D. Glasgow, Scotland.

safe, because 1 am temperate." This 
might easily be disputed, for even a little 
alcohol taken regularly Into the system 
subtly but surely deteriorates It; yet 
even If It were true that alcohol was 
dangerous only when taken In excess, It 

uld still, for two reasons, be wisdom 
In.

needs for the wise control of his conduct 
and speech, and which he should never 
voluntarily be without for one moment 
—unless he has no objection to making 
a fool of himself.

have seen cne of the most brilliant 
students In Oxford drunkenly career 
around a room, sweeping every orna
ment that came within reach of his 
arms on to the floor. That Is not the 
sort of conduct by which one would like 
to be remembered, and yet that Is 
always an easy possibility for those who 
tamper with strong drink In any form. 
Alcohol has the fatal power of dragging 
a man's speech and conduct far below 
their natural level. Many a time, too, 
by weakening his power and his useful
ness, It has dragged the man himself 

by Inch from his place In 
has ended, as the Bible says, 

ng him In rags. ( Prov. xxlll.:

*"T*HE Bible Is never out of date. 
Though coming down to us from 
a civilization very different In 

many respects from our own, Its words 
are as vital as ever. The face of the 
world has changed, but the heart of man 
Is the same, the vices that cor 
roan society are the same, and 
must always be listened to as the wisest 
Interpretation of human life.

rrupt hu- 
the Bible to absta

INDULGENCE DANGEROUS.

rst, for our own sake. Nobody 
would deliberately choose to make him
self ridiculous, to Injure his brain, to 
destroy his nerve, to wrong those de
pending upon him, or to ruin his career. 
Yet that Is Just what hundreds of thou
sands have done. We may be quite sure 
that they did not Intend or even expect 
to do these things, but they did the 
and they did them because they to 
l heir first glass. Had the first glass 
never been taken, these things would 
never have happened.

The man who ends 
ard did not begin by 
and what happened 

ght he could 
pen to any other man 
be moderate. If the 
no man 
often It 

ath

ill
ALCOHOL A MENACE.

t at, then, has It to 
It lays down no law 

recognizes alcohol to 
very gravest kind to In 
social well-being. Isaiah gives a dlag- 

whlch sounds curiously modern, 
evils from which the society of his 

day was suffering (v. 8-23); and along 
with the land-grabbing, which crowded 
out the poor, he sets lntempei 
those days as In these, the drln 
was ever present, recognized 
nobler men of the time as a 
disgrace and curse (v. 11-22).

Nothing could be more graphl 
the well-known description In Pi 
xxlll. 29-35 of the helplessness and con
fusion to which drink reduces Its victim.

eyes proclaim his dissipation; 
lightest provocation he grows 

quarrelsome, his tongue runs away with 
him, his brain Is confused, his imagina
tion runs riot, he behaves like a helpless 
Idiot, and his only desire is to get back 

his debauch again. The realism of 
almost painful, and the 

have been as familiar

Wb say about alco- 
; but It frankly 

be a menace of the 
dividual and

hoi?

the m;
iok

of
down Inch 
society, and 
by clothl 
21.)

ranee. In 
k problem

national
ng a drunk- 
g to be one;meanln

to one man who 
be moderate may hap- 

n who thinks he can 
practice be begun 

can tell what the end may be — 
has been sorrow and sometimes 

but the way of abstinence cannot 
the way of safety and happiness, 
ulte certain that nobody ever 
back with remorse upon years of 

best, moderation might 
be.

STRIKING PICTURES.

The prophets glv 
tonlshlngly realistic 
carousals which 
the lo-ve of stro 
all regard for L 
hearts of 
religious 
sharp str 
draws for us a oo

e us one or two as- 
plctures of Hebrew 

show how completely 
ong drink had destroyed 
the social welfare In the 

the leaders of political and 
In those days. With a few 

s of his drastic

roverbs

His red 
on the s IlIfe de

bépen, Amos 
impany of lndo 

ng themselves on their 
eating the daintiest fare, drlnk- 
by the bowlful, and accomp 
revelry with songs

significantly ends, 
lot grieved for the affilctl 
hat Is, of th

It Is q 
looked 1 
abstlm
be safe, but abstinence cannot but

stretchin
hes,

Ing wine 
ing their 
the description 
they are n 
Joseph." t

For the moral decay of the people and 
the ruin which was Impending, those 
men cared nothing at all. The bowlfuls 
of wine, and the disregard of the welfare 

the people—these things go fittingly 
ether. Strong drink Indulged In, 

Interest In everything 
Ion; the 

a ruined home 
the drink was 

got In those days by 
(Amos lv.: 1), Just 

It to-day by de- 
chlldi en.

ence. At
and music; 

e nation (vl.: 4-6).

to
the picture Is 
phenomenon must 
then In certain quarters as It Is to-day.

FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS.

But secondly, abstinence is worth 
while for the sake of others. A con- 

to consider 
others, 
himself 

wing his 
uctlon.

DRINK INCAPACITATES.

The Bible Is well aware of the 
of drink to Incapacitate a man 
duty. The priests were strictly 
den to touch It before enteric 
their official duties: " Drln 
nor strong drln] 
with thee, when ye go Into 
meeting " (Lev. x. 9, cf. Eze 
“ Neither shall any of the priests 
wine when they enter Into the 

the dlecharg 
eeponsJble, the pr 
.In absolutely clear. And 

Is not this Just as true of every other 
worker and every other sphere? The 
ancient law-giver knew, as everybody 
who looks about him knows, that drink 
affects a man’s nerve, his coolness, his 
self-control, and where the steady hand, 
the clear, alert mind are needed, the 
farther drink Is removed the better.

This applies to everybody who really 
cares for his work; It applies ever- in 
those who wish to shine In sport ' 1 
good work, all fine play needs conc« 
tlon; and this Is always Imperilled 

y easily be destroyed by Indu In 
In Intoxicants. But It Is quite cer 
that abstinence never made 
steady or a brain less clear, 
then, Is surely the safer cou 
the only absolutely safe 
those who are anxl 

ell; It may even 
the life or the happlnt 
pends upon the way th

sclentk
the Influence of 
and he should be r 
of liberties which 
example, might 
Are we not, 
brethren? And 
care, to the point o 
another’s welfare?

led astray

man has alw 
his condi 

eady to 
another 

t abuse to his destr 
in some real 
If so, must we 

f sacrifice

uct upon 
divest 
folloiforbld- 

ng upon
ol

nor thy sons 
the tent of 
k. xllv. 21: 

drink

e of duties so 
lest must

wns a man’s
but his appetite and Its satlsfact 
proof of that Is In many 
The money with which 
procured was often 
crushing the poor

any a man gets 
ing his wife and

k, tho
e, for one 

The man whom 
Is, In the solemn 
brother for whom 

to consider 
more to us

drink

Christ 
him at all? Is our

'cHed*"11 Are we nlot
tlte

court"). For 
solemn and r 
have his bra his happiness and safety? And If 

Is, can we call ourselves Christian 
men? Have we even the right to call 
him brother?

Nothing Is more certain than that tens 
of thousands have been and are being 
ruined by drink—In purse, body, mind 
and soul; and can we, with a pure con
science and before God, countenance the 
thing whkh has wrought society so 
deadly a blow, and hurled to destruction 
so many brethren for whom Christ died* 
Not so Patil. " It Is good," he said, 
“ not to eat flesh nor to drink wine, nor 
to do anything whereby thy brother 

mbleth" (Rom. xlv.: 21). "Where- 
e. If meat cause my brother to 
mble, I will eat no flesh for ever- 

• (1 Cor. will.: 13). 
know that drink causes ma 

brother most fatally to stumb 
walk through the streets on Saturday 
night will furnish sorrowfully abundant
proof of that; and wha-t but selflt.___
hinders us all from adapting the Immor
tal words of the Apostle, and making his 
vow our own—"Since Intoxicating drink

ItREPULSIVE DEGRADATION.

sents us with a 
e realism—prie 

men In cha

Isaiah also
of quite repulslv 
prophets, the

staggering beside their 
d hopelessly unfit for tt 

of their professional duties 
-8). Here again we see the 

a man to the 
There Is a 

not unlike Amos's, 
er drink, 

ed with It; a 
ah, like Amos, Big 
thev regard not the

us life, 
tables anMtthy

discharge
(xxvlll.: 7-81. Here ag 
i*»wer of drink to blind 

»t sacred obligations, 
innlon picture, 

nen rising early to go aft 
sitting late Inflamed with 1 

description Isai 
totly adds: " but 

work of Jehovah, nelthe 
sider the operation of His hand 
11-12).

The men given to drink suffer from 
-ves In more senses than one; 

they do not see and they do not. care 
what God is doing In human life. Is 
this not a profoundly true diagnosis of 
the power of drink to harden the bet 
nature, to destroy the religious sen 
Of this Indulgence, no less surely than 
of another. It might well be said. " It 
hardens a’ within, and petrifies the feel-

the
'les

rink!

Enlfl- ItH
for

Abstinence 
rse—Indeed 
course—for 

s to do their work

at work Is done.
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We
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f othe shness

:ter
Be?

DESTROYS JUDGMENT.

Frequently the Bible emphasizes the 
r of drink to Interfere with a man’s 

him to forget himself 
hlngs tha'

many of my 
ble, I will 
?"—The Pioneer.

not touch It for over-
causes so

Judgmi 
and to say 
sober mood

Ient, to lead
and do t

s he would never dream of 
ig and doing. " Wine," says Hosea 

(lv. 11) "takes away the understand
ing," robs a man of his wits. Drink 
throws him off his guard; It temporarily 
dethrones the reaaon which he always

t In his

yin THE MODERN THEORY.

" But "—the modérât 
say—" the ruinous effec 

described 
elng taken

Thoee men who destroy a healthful 
constitution of body by Intemperance, as 
manifestly kill themselves as those who 
hang, or poison, or drown themselves.— 
Sherlock.

e drinker may 
ts of alcohol so 

the Bible are 
excess. I am

graphically 
due to Its b
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