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Secular and Religious Papers

R. R. THOMPSON.

It was the wise man Solomon who said, ‘‘of
aking many books there is no end,” and the
me truth is applicable to the publicaticn of
pers. This is an age of newspapers and of news-
aper reading. The cnly literature which mauy
ive attention to is that found in the columns of
daily or weekly journal. It is better that they
hould read this than not read atall.  Very often
hristizn people are discovered perusing the pages
a newspaper each day at a greater length of
me than they spend searching the Scriptures.
e newspeper occupies an important place in
e affairs of life. It is almost indispensable.
¥0 doubt there are times when we would be better
not to know the news which it furnishes us.
1t 0ae should be careful o. the quality of papers
hich he reads, for there is a moral character
bout a newspaper which will either benefit or
jure those with whom it comes in contact.
here is no way by which one can keep abreast
the times, know current events so well, as
rough the medium of the newspaper. In a few
ments we may know the history of the world

ich has been made the previous day. News
pers are moulders of public opinion. Upon

any subjects, especially of a political nature,
ople act accordit g to the thinking of the news-
per editor rather than their own. The minister,
b inatter how busy he may be, should take time

read a daily newspaper if available. They
ould, like all otkers, do so judiciously.
But in these modern days there has arisen a

ind of journalism known as the religious papers
hich, though giving space to temporal matters,
eals more with those facts pertaining to Chris-
anity, its influence and progress in the world.
bhis kiud of journalism is on equality with the

 papers as to importance, It is an essent-

in growth of character and knowledge, and
e church to do its work. If e view the religi-
s paper aright it is both evangelical and sanc-
ying in its effect. The power of the press to
good is herein demonstrated. The religious
per meets not ouly a Christian need, but a
jominational one, so that there is no denomina-
without one or more papers published in the
rest of disseminating its particular belief in
ristian  doctrines. Besides these there are
iny non-sectarian papers issued, and which
a large circulation.

[Vhile there is an abundar ce of religious papers
g forth each week from our printing presses
surprising ané sad how large a number of
istian homes are without one of these papers.
i may enter them and find plenty of reading
er from secular papers, but not one line may
ead from a religious journal. Should any
them why they do not take the paper the
rer will be, * I caunot afford it.""  And yet
rs are coming into their homes costing from
to threc times as much as a religious paper
Id. Again, many of these persons wiil say
can find no interest in reading a religious
. and yet they are professing Christians. It
ite probable that many church members do
ake a religious japer because they have
been educated as to i's value. Here is
, perhaps, the pulpit has failed to do a
A sermon on the worth of religions papers
not only increase such a papcr’s subscrip-
but would result in a blessing to a church.
tian people should know about the progress
rist's kingdom beyond their cwn bounds,
should be informed of the movements of
chosen denomination, they should know the
hts of Chiristian thinkers in their age, and
cannot have these things without the help

igious paper.
Chmm can take only one religious paper
ould be one of their own denomination.
llent, indeed, are some of our undenomi-
onal journals, but these should not win us
ely n:{ from subscribivg for our own de-
naicnal paper. These papers have a mission.

i
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Baptist journals are to make better Baptists and
better Eaptist churches. They have a right to
live; they should have our support that they
might do so.

The fault which many Christian people find
with religious papers is due to themselves. We,
toa certain extent, make our denominational
papers what they are. Religious papers cannot’
be run without money. The more money a
paper has the better paper it can publish. The
editor realizes this, but what he wants is the
people to feel it and express their feelings by
subscribing for the paper. The editor cf one of
the largest religious papers in this country stated
not long ago to a large audience: “‘The cry is
give us a cheaper paper. There is only one way,
my friends, that wecan do this, and that is give
us a larger subscription list.”” Is not this what
every editor says as he hears the cry ringing in
his ears as he sits in the sanctum? “‘Your paper
costs too much, give us a cheaper one."’

Would that, as Christians, we might feel the
need and worth of a religious paper in cur Lomes,
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ations for the mnon-appearance of these lying
advertisements. ‘Therefore, brethren and sisters,
if you want a clean sheeted paper to visit your
homes, send us your subscription for the Homg
MIsSION JOURNAL."

The Christian Life.

JoserH A. BENNETT.
The Christian life as taught by the Christ is
not fragmentary but full ordered. Itisnot a single

| ray of the spectrum, but all the rays harmoniously

and especially one published by our own denom- |

ination. They are not mere money con-

cerns, but have a God-given work to perform.

They are here to help us, to enlighten us in the

Holy Word, to give us knowledge of the Spirit's

work now in the world. We should appreciate

their labors and do all we can to sustain them.
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We fully indorse the above article. But there
are other reasons why many Christian homes are
without a reiigious, or a denominational paper,
than are stated in Bro. Thompson's complaints.

Whe ther his remedy for bettering the character |

and contents of onr religicus papers would re-
move all objections from the minds of Christian
families or not is not quite so clear. For many
eligious, aud denominational papers that

have a large and wide circulation still “retain

some very offenive and objeetionable matter that

honest and pious pacple cislike to see i religious

pericdicals.” We refer to the bulletins of political

pactisanship in which some religious papers in-

dulge. All religious denominatiors are divided on

politics; and nothing of a partisan nature can be

said in a paper without offending either one

scetion or the other. All political discussion

should DLe relegated to the sscular press.

Another objectionable and cffensive, yea, and

abominable lot of statements found in most of

the religious papers of today are the patent

medicine advertisments, and testimonials. They

are mostly false, deceptive, written by experts at

the business, who make a living by preparing

them for the manufacturers and the vendors.

The parties interested in the sale of these pre-

parations  refer the columns of a religivus paper

for advertising their money making frauds be-

cause people generally suppose that a religious

paper states nothing but what is true, and tiere-

| fore are more easily victimized,  The sewer press
of today is largely supported by the patronage of
patent mz:d cine manutacturers; and it is a burn-
ing shame for the religious press to have a_hand
| in the nefarious business. Many people are
being disgusted with the entraping way they &re
being decoyed into reading many of these design-
ing statements.
there is no greater imposition perpetrated upon
mankind today than the patent medicine business.
The sick ard the afflicted are made to believe by
these manufactured testimonies that there are
sure remedies in these potious, and are there-
by induced to try them, when they reed the
money spend for them for other necessaries of
life. And in nine cases out of ten they receive
more injury than benefit by the use of them.
We hope the day is not far distant when the
religious will cleanse itself of this pollution.
As we in our us of this paper,
there are two things that shall never stain nor
pollute the pages, viz: politics, and patent
medicines; which already has given popularity
to tie paper. We are receiving many commend-

We unhesitatingly affirm, that |

blended, producing the white light of a pure and
perfect character. It is not a single battle, fought
and won, but a long and arduous campaign; and
warfare in which there is and can be no discharge
until the last battle is fought and the victorious
troops march tc the city of Geod. It is not a
single note or monotone, but a grand and glorious
anthem, in which all the notes blend and merge,
whisper and thunder. The great need of the
church and the world to-day is more Christians,
like the orb, well-rounded and symmetrical; like
the light, bright and luminous; like an army,
contending and victorious; and like the anthem,
sweet and harmonious. The great temptation of
a Christian is to live a fragmentary life that is:
Do one duty and leave others undone; obey one
command and forget or slight others; serve God
and man one hour or day during the weck, and
give the rest of the time to the service of the
werld and self,  But if we will fully trust God
ond measure up to the stardard which is set fcr
us then we shall not be single-rayed Christians,
flashing but one virtue, but we sha!' gather all
the rays from the sun of righteousness, and shine
with a light that shall in truth be a revelation.
The sunlight—what is it, but a revelation? We
see not the light, but the things on which it shines.
Ever so the perfect life reveals not itself, but the
things of God. *‘And His life was the light of
men,"’ ¢an be said of every Christian, in propor-
tion as they reflect their Lord. If we thus lived
this perfect life, what an army we would be, go-
ing forth to fight with blades of flashing light,
dispzlling the darkness of sin and kissing into
bloom the fruits and flowers of a spiritual life.
And morz, as we march to the fray, it would be
with songs, glad ard joyous. There is more
ieusic in a real Christian life than the world has
ever dreamad of. Have you heard the great
organ in the cathedral peal out its notes, making
the lofty arches ring with its harmonies? Did
you hear the mighty chorus roll forth its waves
of harmony? And did you say it was grand,
Ah, I can tell you of grander music than ever
came from organ or chorus, grand as they may
be. If you had ears sufficiently attuned to catch
the strain, you might hear coming from the heart
that forgives an injury received, sweeter music
than ever camz from angel harps. To forgive a
wrong; to pray for those who despitefully use you;
to patiently suffer and silently bear insult and
injury, is to strike in the human breast a key-
board whose notes will reach highest heaven and
make the song of the angels but a minor strain.
It is hard to understand this? It will not be, if
for a little while you stand before the cross of
Calvary; you need not gaze upon the awful scene;
I would rather you would close your eyes just
now, and listen, while the heart of God's Son
is smitten. Do you hear the ring? Itis the ring
of self-denial. It is the ring of a heart that loves
unto death even hisenemies. Ah, my Christian
friends, there is your pitch; hear the ring of
suffering love; it is to be the key-note of your
life. When your spiritual tone runs low, listen

at the cross for the ring of the Master’s heart,
Soshall you be full orbed Christians, scatterin,
sunshine, winning victoriesand filling the worl
with heavenly harmonies.

PHILADELPHIA, PA.




