
— T
/«■> THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN

World of Missions. inn °f the H"l> Sic, ami would lie required to pledge 
himself i,i I-ring the doctrine and practice of the 
British ( hr Mian* into trift conformity with that 
«Inch he l>nd harmd in Koine. Before leaving to 
return to his native land to i

inU ,l"-‘ Building of the northern wall by Antoninus, 
on the assumption that the barbarians who refused* 
to I* subject to the Romans were all outside of it, 
there is no doubt that, in the Inter years of the 
fourth century, tit In r by incursions from the north, 
or by revolt among those who had previously given 
in their si bmission, thire were large numUrs of 
barbarians, in the Roman sense, violently hostile to 
the Romans, and determined to resist and 
rejvet all Roman institutions and usage*, within the 
distiiet bounded on the north by that wall. At the 
I>ctiod ,,f Ninian’s mission too, the Roman authority 
in Britain was already far down toward its decline. 
By x I». 410 all the 'Roman legionaries had Uen 
withdrawn from Britain. The whole

Nman : The First Scottish Missionary,
ngage in his life-work, 

In nceiveil from the I'«uj»v* episcopal ordination, lie,IV RKX- J- M U l lll ksoN, \|. A., KIXmiuRN. 
Ninian is v ein to haye I wen consecrated as bishop of 

• n_\ 'triitl) -delin. d district or diocese, but to have 
had conferred u| on him episcopal authority in any 
l-ait of the country where lie might If Ud to 
oil l.is missionary laliors.

commonly s| oken of as the earliest 
Scottish missionary : and this designation is quite 
correct, if we understand by the phrase- the lirst 
W hose- name and story have come <1. 
it must U- n-memko I that during a puiod of at 
least two hundred

to Ils. But
t hi his homeward journey 

h. went out of his way to visit St. Martin of Tours.previous to Ids ap|* aiing
there were very considerable mimlkrs of Christian **"■» Knat bishop was undoubtedly the mostci'e-
oonvert* among th. inhabitants of Scotland between •'«led ecdesiaetic of the We*», l.is fame resting
the walls i f Hadrian and Antoninus. How tin- mainly on the re| utationhe-hadoUaiiuda* n worker
gosjfl was lirst into duce-d among these j n op le is "f n,ir-iclis. His
altogether unknown. It is, however, highly pi„- 
liable that the residents in that region, extending 
from the Firths of Forth* and Civile on the north to 
the Tyne and Solw. > the south, had early v.„ne 
under the inilm

>

country
m a state of confusion, and this must account for the 
obliteration of almost all definite traces of localities 
and churches in which Ninian did the work of a 
pioneer. I hiring his missionary travels in Strath
clyde, Ninian consecrated

personal piety wtie everywhere 
acknowledged, and the dt-voutness and 
which characterized his conduct nil through lif, 
him the lii-t | lace among the c mnscllors of the 
ardent youths who wire consecrating themselves to 
t ioil's sen ice.

r< v i n-lice

a ce-niitiry on the site 
occupied by Glasgow Cathedral.

Kciitigcrn came to that district, ala nit

of Roman civilization, and that 
Roman v.ldiir and officials had, w ith 
of success, preached the glad tidirgs of

WhenNinian'-» vi-it to St. Martin of Tours supplies us 
great joy with one of the fcv. dates by which we can fix the

among the native ran < subject, to tinir sway. \V. periial ,.f this great missionary's minieiry. It would
may reasonably sup|>ov- that the form of Christian HVcm that iiiiimdiatily nrier this visit, which 
worship and the t> j. , • i. .trine p vailing in those evidently of bri f duration, Ninian |*occtd d to (ial-
cariy times among the | rimitive |*ople would lie low ay. to b.gin there his regular evangelistic laU-rs.
simple and undevelo|x«l. Then was no outstanding U,u of his lirst woiks was the building of the Church

in those communities, and most |irobaIdy there at \\ hithorn, with which his name has ever since
ich among them, and so we Iwi-n v. closely associated. Before this building was

coiiq lit< d, Ninian received tin- news of the d, atli of 
N Martin, an I he accordingly dedicated th-. Church 
in memory of the gn at miracle working saint, 
death of St. Martin took place on the t lew nth of 
Noviinb. r. A |i. a day which, undt r the 
. *f Mart in nias, has been lived as otic of tlu

a century and 
a half latir, In- found the name of Ninian still 
associated with the Imrying-grmm.l, and held in high
est revert mice.

I ti.ese missionary tours Ninian 
quiet monnstiry. Here he continued the 

work with which lie had In-gun his noble a|**tolic 
I nan bis seminary he sent out young 

pr.acUr>, who carri. d on the w,,tk of evangelization 
m Unir master's s| irit, and inspired by his example. 
And thin at last, full of years and worn out |>y hi* 
self-denying lalmurs, he passed away to enter on a 
lietti r and a high, r lit', . His death took place on 
the sixteenth if Sej t ni I nr, A. in |H2.

wher. aln.ut thirty-five year* this great 
enabled to continue his work

ri turned to
his

never had bun
gularitivs

had ere11 into their practice, and that much crude- 
n. .. „f. lia.] a„ ,|„.|r, „ S1 ,llalilJ||
of Christian truth.

The

Ninian was Imrn here alkiut A. |> Bd •- 
Onr I timaiy autlu.rily nitli r.Kar.l t.. Njm: > i. t|,v 
Netierable Bede, who

quartet ly
i Sri th ud. The missionary lals-rsof Ninian

in Galloway ar. thus made to Ingin in the clc-sing 
years of the fourth century, lie was thus he 
younger v.mtem|x»ary of his fellow Brit m. I Magi vs, 
while his life almost exactly synchronizes with that 
of the great Augustine.

Fir s
hi-» Kcclesiastical 

•b’ three liundrid years after the death 
■.( lliu i ally S.-i.m.l. „a,y. Hi, ,,f
.Ninian ]. very brief, mtru-luotl it rulu lk ail. in 
lii. acci>nnt „f the ini-siun ,.f l'„lu,nbia, ,|ia„ 
a Inn limit ami fifty year. Ial,While Culumbia 
w.atto I.. Hi.- \..itl,.m l ids Ninian had
evangelized the Southern I lets.

missionary 
the people to win v

among
conversion and iq -building in 

tile faith he had consecrated his life, 
foundations laid by biin, la», r workirs - I’nlladius, 
T, man. Small, K. migem, Columlba cami.l un 
the work which has grown into the church of 

we see it at this day. Although 
the incidents . f Nil.inn's life have coiiq b.tily j nssed 
from view, yu Mir. ly he deserves t„ |K- held in 
remembra nee, who shed light ns he did on his 
generation, and sowed seeds the harvest of which 
la I mure rs who follow i d him

The pio) le among whom Ninian lug 
wen- a branch of the I ieti-.li nation w hich had settled 
on the northern hank of tin- Solway. They bad 
proVid v it .B nt and troublesome nt-ighlMirs to the 
British trilies inhabiting the north of Kngland. To 
distinguish tin in from the I’ictlsh trilies of the nortli, 
tiny were called by early Reman writers Novantie, 
and by lat- r writers Niduari, as occujiying the dis
trict round about the Nitli. That these I‘jets

to lab, r (••••I in Scotland as
Buie rather in

accurately ascribes to Ninian the conversion of tins. 
Southern I'icts, affirming that under his preaching 
they forsook idolatry and emliraccd thi truth, lie 
describes Ninian rend bishop anil 
holy man of the British nation, who had been 
instructed in Rome, and who founded an episcopal 
see, dedicating his church to St. Martin of Tours. 
This church

as a iimst
allowed to reap.

60 YEARS-called the White House, Whithenie -pi> ad over all the parts of Scotland south of the 
or Candida t axa, because built of stone, and not of Korth appears from the presence of their name in 
wattles, as Patentscustomary among tin- Britons. * hat of the I'entland Hills. But the tribes with
Ailred, writing in the twelfth century, considerably «hich Ninian, at least primarily, bad to do dwelt
amplifies this statement, but in all probability had between the Nith on the eaat and the Irish Channel
no authorities except Bede and his own somewhat on the west the district Iking, generally speaking,
exuberant imagination. coextensive with the present counties of Kiihcud-

bright and Wigtown. (DC MARKS

Copyrights Ac.
It wmiId seem that Ninian by descent a Briton, 

bis parents Iking native* of North Wales, though he 
himself was hma in the valley of tin Solway, lie 
is represented by tradition as of noble birth, Ids 
father Ik ing an officer in the Roman 
evident that his pari 
from bis earliest < hil

Ninian, we may believe, had a very useful and 
pleasant ministry among his |«uplc round nlmut 
the Church which he had Intilt ; atjil net only bis 
car i ful teaching of Scrij ture, hut also in his g. ntle 
and godly life, must have powerfully influenced 
the community favored with his presence. But 

no rv|Nirt as to his early Iwsides this, his labors as a teacher 
years, but it would seem that as a youth he resolved 
to devote himself to tin work of the Church 
missionary in the immediate nt igtlmrhood of Ids
native district. With the intention of qualifying education of young mm; and his monastery long 
himself for this task, and obtaining the rank and maintained its fame as a seminary for training in the 
authority necessary for its successful prosecution, he knowledge of the holy scriptures, and of theological 
went to Rome. This visit

Anyone wending a sketch and description may
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army. It is 
and that
up in the

cuts w.r. t hristiat 
lilhood lie

Christian faith. We haw were wry
fruitful, lie gathered around him a conqiany of 
monks, some of them trained under Martin of Tours, 
who. under his direction, devoted themselves to the
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made in all probahil- studies, as u derstood and pursued in those days,
ity during the period when Siricius was 1‘o|k — that lie made good use ot hi* leisure, especially in the
is to say, not earlier than A.n. 885. If he went a* later years of his life, in writing
early as this, it would seem that lie must have spent several books of the Bible, and in compiling liooks
ten or twelve years in the holy c ity. We can quite extracts from the writings of the Fathers for the 
understand that, brought up as he had lieen among use of his students, 
a simple rar , in a region so isolated as to I. little 
influenced by the educational and ecclesiastical in
stitutions of the age, the young Briton stood in need 
of instruction in tin very elements of Church doctrine, 
govern mi nt, and worship. Siricius 
ruler, and his ecclesiastical |*olity
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Notice is hereby given that a dividend at the rate 
of tl |k-r cent per annum u|*>n the capital stock of 

npany, hits been declared for the half year 
no means con- T*}"? 1 k,“V,k'r 81' lfm' l«)'«ble on and after the 

liiml lu II* (lixlii.t «ill, which his Mm, les heu, Virt h' "r
.... miJialely Icn.l. As « haic sc,,,. *"d

I'idish trilies were at this period to lie found scat- The Transfer Imuks w ill lie closed from the 16th 
tered over all the region which stretched from the to the 81.st of December, Iwth days inclusive,
one Roman wall to the ether, and we have traces By order of the Board, 
all throigh this extensive country of Ninian’* S- C\1WCX?U'...
presence uid evangelistic activity. Notwithstan Toronto, Dec. 4, 18'.9. anaiT'‘B «rector.

T he lalmurs of Ninian by

«as a powerful 
was pronouncedly 

high, and there cnn U- no doubt that Ninian would 
lie taught to yield absolute submission to the teach-

......... *■


