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World of Missions.

Ninan: The First Scottish Missionary.

BY REN. 1. MACHIERSON, W

A, FINDHORN,

Ninian is commonly spoken of as the carliest

Scottish missionary : and this d ition s quit
correet, il we understand by the phrase the tirst
whose name and story have come down to us, Bt
it must be remen U that during a period of at

least two hundred yoars previous to his ay

wing
there were very considerable numbers of Christian
converts amon

nts of Scotland between

the walls of
gospel was first intre
altogether unknown. It

W Antoninus, How th
I among these people is
i, however, highly |

bable that the residents in that r
from the Firths of Forths and Clyd

the Tyne and Solway on th

cgion, extending

on the north to
southy had early come
under the influenee

Roman civilization, and that

Roman soldicrs and officials had, with seme mea wie
of success, preact woglad tidings of great joy
among the native races subjects to their sway,  \y

may reasonably suppose that th

worship and the tyye

form of Christiar
loetrine prevailing in thos
carly times among the primitive people would Iy
simple and undeveloped. There was no outstand

man in those coimn and most prabably 1l

never had been unong them, and so we
can quite well costand that many irregularitics
had crept into their

that much crude
ness of expression | pyeared in their | resentation
of Christiar

Ninian was bor where al

Our primary avthorit with regard to Nininy th
Venerable Bede, who  wrot his  Eec tical
History exactly thie !
af the irly Seottis Issionary His

Ninian is very ricf, intr i renth

his account of the wission of (
ts later. While Columli
Notthom Fiets, Ninian had
evangelized t Sauthern Pict Bode rather in
accurately to Nintan th

So

a hundred and fifty

reach o

conversion of thes

hern

they fursod embraced the truth. e

deseri

toreverend hishop and

holy man of the British nation, who had I

n
instructed in Rome, I who formded an piscopal
see, dedicath hureh to St Martin of Tours,
This church was ealled the Whit se, Whithere
or Candida Casa, hiecawse built of stone, and not of
wattles, as was customary among the  Britons

Ailred, writing in the twelith cent Iy, con

lerabily
amplifies this statcment, but in all probability had
no

uthoritics except |

de and his own somew hat
exuberant imagination

It would seem that Ninian was by descent a Briton,
his parents being natives of North Wales, though he
himself was borm in the valley of the Solw 1y, He
isrepresented by tradition as of nolide hirth, his
father being an officer in the Koman army.  Itis
evident that his parents were Christians, and th i
from his carliest childhood he was trained up in the
Christian faith,  We have no re port as to his carly
resolved
to devote himself to the work of the Church as a
missionary in the immediate neigh horhood of his
native district.  With the intention of qualifying
himsclf for this task, and obtaining the rank and
authority necessary for its successful prosecution, he

years, but it would secm that as a youth he

went to Rome.  This visit was made in all probabil
ity during the period when Siricius was Pope —that
is to say, not earlier than A.n, 885, If he went as
carly as this, it wonld seem that he must have spent
ten or twelve ye

sinthe holy city.  We can quite
brong

a simple rac , in a region so isolated as to | little

influenced by the educational and ecclosiastical in.

understand tha up as he had been among

stitutions of the age, the young Briton stood in need
of instruction inthe very elements of Church doc trine,

government, and worship, . Siricius was a powerful

ruler, and his cc

polity was pronouncedly
high, and there can be no doult that Ninian would
be taught to yicld absolute su

mission to the wach-
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ing of the Haly See, and would | e required to pledge
himsell to bring the doctrine anc

practice of the
British Chaistians into arict e nformity with that
which he Lad leamed in Rome, Before

ing to

return to his native land to engage i his life-work,

he received from the Pepe episcopal ordination, He
|

S ROt seem to haye been conseerated as bishop of
sy stretly <defined district or divcese, but to have
hi

Leanferred upon him ¢ piscopal authority in any
Pt of the country where he might be led to ¢ nmy
on Lis missionary labors.  On his homeward nrney
he went out of his way to visit St Martin of Tours,
This great bishop was ung

abtedly the most cc'e-
brated ceclesiastic of the West, his fame resting
mainly on the reputation he mad ol
of miracles,  His personal picty whs everywhere

acknow leo

das a worker

b, oand the devoutness and reverence

which charscterizcd his conduet all through life gave

Bim the first place among the counsellors of the more

ardent youths who were conseerating  themselves to

S serviee

Niuian's visit to St. Martin of Tours supplics us

with one of 1 dates by which we can fix the

It would
itely after this visit, which was
evidently of bricf duration, N nian procecd d to Gal
loway, to |

period of this greai anssic

ry's ministry

seem that jmme

gin there his regular cvangelistic labors
L4 8 &

One of his fiest works was the building of the Church
at Whithorn, with which Lis name ha

WS eVOT sinee
|

closely asso 1

completed, Ninian re¢

St Marting and he aceond

e news of the dvath of

dedicated the Church

racle-working saint I'he

leath of St. Martin took on the cleventh of

November, A b 397, a day  which, under the n
of Martiy ‘,l\“.vr‘u-l\'n-v.[m\"‘\'\
t Seotlond I missionary labors of Ninian
in Galioway arc thus made to begin in the closing
years of the fourth comury He was thy 3

) r t sary of his fellow  Briton, 1']
whil | t oxactly synelw s with that

{ cat i

The jeople among whom  Ninian Degan to labor
wer ranch of the Pictish nation which had scttled
n the northern: bank of the Solway They had
o lent and troublesome neighbors 1o the
inhali the north of England,  To

m

1 v n the Fictish tribes of the nort
they were called by early Roman writers Novanta

nd by later writers Niduari, as occupying the (i
trict round about the Nith.  That these Picts were
preadover all the pasts of Seotland south of the
Forth app

s from the presence of their name in
that of the Pentland 1hlls.  But the tribes with
which Ninian, at least primarily, had to do dwelt
between the Nith on the cast and the Trish Channcl
on the west  the district being, generally speaking
coextensive with the present counties of Kirkeud-
bright and Wigtown

Ninian, we may helieve, had a very useful and
Pleasant ministry among his people round about
the Church which he had built ; apd net only Lis
car ¢ ful teaching

{ Seripture, but also in his gontle
wd godiy life, must have powerfully influcnecd
the community favored  with  his presenc But
besides this, his labors as a teacher were very
fruitful.  He gathercd around him a company of
monks, some of them trained under Martin of Tours,

who. under his direction, devoted themselves to the
educgtion of young men 3 and his monastery long
maintained its fame as a seminary for training in the
knowledge of the holy seriptures, and of theological
studies, as u derstood and pursued in those days.
He wade good use ol his lersure, especially in the
later years of his life, in writing commentaries on
several books of the Bille, and in compiling hooks
of extracts from the writings of the Fathers for the
use of his students,

The labours of Ninian were by no means con-
fined to the district with which his name has been
more immediately associated.  As we have seen,

Victish tribies were at this period to be fou scat

tered overall the region which stretched from the
one Roman wall to the ether, and we have traces
all throwgh this extensive country of Ninian's
presence wnd evangelistic activity.  Notwithstan

L Beforethi nilding was,

ing the building of the northern wall by Antoninus,

hat the barbarians who refused

on the assumption t

to be subject to the Romans were all outside of it,
there is no doulit that, in the later years of the
fourth ce ntury, cithar by incursions from the north,
or by revolt a

nong those who had previously given
- theie sy bmission, there were large numbers of
barl ari
th

» inthe Roman sense, violently hostile to
mans, and

determired 1o resist and
reject all Roman institutions and usages, within the
listrict Lounded on the morth by that wall, At the
petiod of Ninian's mission too, the Romag authority
in Britain was already far down toward its decline.
By A v, 410 all the ‘Roman legrionar

withdrawn from Britain,  The whol

ies had heen

country was
in astate of confusion, and this must account for the
obliteration of almost all definite

traces of localities
and churches in which Ninian did the work of a
pioneer. During his missionary travels in Strath-
clyde, Ninian conscerated a cemctery on the site
new cecupied by Glasgow  Cathedral When
entigern came to that district, about a e ntury and
a half Jater, he found the name of Ninian still
associated with the burying-ground, and he

1 in high-

stonary tours Ninian rcturned to

his own quict monastory,  Here he continued the

work with which he had begun his noble apostolic
carcer, From Lis semivary  he sent out y ung

preachers, who carricd on the work of cvangelization

n theiv master’s spirit, and inspired by his
And there at last, full of ye
self-denying labours, he passed

le.

and worn out by his
away toemter on a
better an highor dife. s deg

h took place on
the sixteenth of Scytomber, AL 1. 43

For somewher bout thirty-fiv ars this great
missionary was enabled to cominue his work amone
the people to whose conversion and - up-building in
the faith he had conseerated his life.  On the
foundations Taid by Lim, later workers Dadius,

Ternan, S
the work

God in Seot

n, Kentigern, Columbia  carried on
has new grown into the  church of
t this day Although
the incidents of Niniaw's life have comj It ly passed

from view, yet surcly he deserves to I Leld in
remembrance, who shed light as be did on his own
generation, and sowed seeds the harvest of which
lahourers who followed him were allowed to reap.
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DIVIDEND No. 81

Notice is hereby given that a dividend at the rate
of 6 per cent per” annum upon the capital stock of
the company, has been declared for the half year
ending December 81, 1899, payable on and after the
2ud day of January, 194, at the office of the com
pany, comer of Victoria and  Adelaide strects,
Toronto,

The Transfer books will be closed from the 16th
to the 81st of December, Loth days inclusive.

by order of the Board,

S €O WOOD,
Managing Director.

Toronto, Dec. 4, 1899




