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Mow Are You Going to Celebrate the Sav- 

, lour’s Birthday ?
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6 Our Young PeopleS

Now comes the time which should he the 
gladdest of all the year, the time which we 
keep as the advent of him who came to 
bring peace and great joy to this sin cursed 
world. How shall we show our apprecia
tion of the greatest and gladdest event in 
all history ?

Alas, how often it is celebrated, even by 
Christians, entirely in feasting and gluttony. 
Many Christians spend more on a Christ
mas feast than they >|>end for foreign mis
sions in a whole year. Many allow brandy 
and wine to be used for flavoring cookery, 
etc., or brought even in stronger forms to 
their tabu s ? How our blessed Savior must 
be grieved by the way in which many keep 
his birthday ! It has been carefully estimat
ed that $125,000,000 is the amount spent on 
gilts and feists in America, 
per cent, of this is spent in a way to make 
the world, or some one in it, brighter and 
better.
\ missionary in Africa writes of the way in 

which Christmas is kept by native Christians 
there, and truly they put to shame many in 

How are you going to 
keep this joyful yet sacred season ?
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“NUnBERING OUR DAYS. ’ soever means it may he, lie sure of this, that 

He will neiihcr despise nor neglect the feeb
lest inclination of good after Him, but will 
nourish it to perfi etion and to beauty.

The reason why so many Christian men's 
Christian light is so dim is just that they keep 
away from Je*us Christ. “Abide in Me and 
I in you " “As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, « xcept it abide in the vine, no more 
can ye except ye abide in Me." How can 
the temple lamps burn bright umess the 
piiest of the temple tends them ? Keep near 
ITm, that His hand may nourish your smok
ing dimness in a pure flame, leaping heaven
ward and illuminating your lives.—Alexander 
Maclaren, I) D.

Topic for Dec. 29. Psalm 90.
Taking the Census.

One of the most important events of any 
decade in the history of our country is always 
the taking of the census. It shows us many 
things. It tells us whether we are ga.ning 
in |Kipulation, and how much we aie gaining, 
and fiom what source. It tells us whether 
we are gaining in wealth, and how the 
additional wealth has been made. It tells 
us how our schools are getting on ; it gives 
us many facts about the condition of labor ; 
it shows us whether the general health is 
better, and whether the people on the aver
age are living longer It would be hard to 
name any part of «.ur life that is not in some 
way touched by the census.

In the same fashion, I think, it is a good 
thing for the Christian often to stop and take 
a census of himself. What sins have now 
the dominion over nv ? he may ask. Am I 
getting the bt tier of them ? What graces do 
I possess ? Is my faith in th m increasing ? 
How many friends have 1 ? Whit am 1 do
ing for them ? Does prayer mean more or 
less to me than it used to mean ? Is my 
Father's hou>e becoming a place of increas
ing blessing ? Am I growing more unselfish ? 
more brave ? more faithful ? These aie 
some of the questions a Chiistian census- 
taker will ask.

Now the value of a cer sus depends en
tirely on how honest the answers are, and 
how accurately they are set down It is 
possible to cheat ou selves badly, and make 
ourselves believe that the kingdom of our 
fouls is getting on gloriously, when it is 
realty on the p -int of spiritual bankruptcy. 
And certainly the most silly cheat of all is to 
cheat one’s self for eternity. ‘ K*>ow your
self,” is a wise old Greek maxim ; but it 
would have been far wiser if it had been : 
“So know yourself as to better yourself.”

That is what our nv eting is for to night : 
to come to know ours Ives ; to take a census 
of ourselves ; to look back over the past year 
and then furwatd over the new year, and sie 
how we can do better. May God help us 
80*0 number our days on earth that we may 
spend an eternity with Him in heaven.—C. 
E. World.

What a small
The Casket of the Soul.

BY REV. JOSEPH PARKER, D.D.

In (iod you find the security for your im
mortality. No other power can hold a man; 
no other being has capacity within which to 
hold what we mean by spiritual manhood. 
Only God can be the cisket of the soul. 
Where is my spirit hidden ? Into what trea
sure-house have I really put my true self? 
Who holds me, claims me, directs me ? If 
myself, then I am guilty ot the most palpa
ble and mischievous paradox ; if any one 
meaner than myself, then I am guilty of the 
most lidiculous absurdity and trifling. If I 
have deposited myself with God, then l 
know that thieves cannot break through or 
steal, moth nor lust can corrupt or canker ; 
all will be well ; come what may to sun and 
moon and stars, fall what may of blight and 
curse on the green fields that have grown for 
me my daily food, I will abide in the taber
nacle of the Most High.

this Christian land.

Savior, on this day of days,
Let us offer grateful praise ; 
Rightly may we keep thy birlh— 
Dearest blessing known to earth.

May our hearts o'er flow with joy, 
May our hands find sweet employ, 
Helping weary ones along,
Killing saddened hearts wit

May our eyes be quivk to see 
Ways, dear Lord, of pleasing thee ; 
May this birthday. Lord, of thine, 
Hallowed be with love divine.

Qrues and Their Causes.
Each Christian grace has its particular 

causes. Would we possess the graces ? Then 
we must mend to causes

For example, faith is a grace ; its cause is 
hearing the word of God. Would any « f us 
have saving faith ? Then we must hear ‘a id 
heed’ the Word of the Lord.

Abiding in the love of Christ is a Christian 
grace ; its cause is keeping His command- 

“If ye ktep My commandments, ye 
shall abide in My love ”

Knowing that the Christian religion is a 
divine reality is a special Christian grace. Its 
cause is the doing of the will of the Lord. 
“If any man will do His will, he shall know 
of the doctrine whether it lie of G >d or 
whether I speak of Myself ”

Rest of soul is a precious Christian grace. 
Its cause is Christian meekness. “I am meek 
and lowly in heart, and ye shall find nst to 
your souls." Restlessness and worry of soul 
cannot touch him who is meekly uud confid
ingly reposing his all in Jesu> Christ.

Joy, also, is a Christian grac *, the cause of 
which is loyal service for Christ—service 
rendered to Him by doing good to others, by 
helping them in time of need, and hy aiding 
them both materially and spiritu illy Christ 
found supreme joy in going ab >u' doing good, 
and we can become partakers of IL j y by 
doing as He did.—Rc'igious Telescope.

No Answer.
In “Daniel Quorm and His Religious 

Notions” Daniel tells of slaying with a gen
tleman, a very religious kind of a man, and 
of his family prayer in the morning, that he 
might be kepi from sin, and might hare a 
Christlike spirit and the mind that was also 
in Christ Jesus, and that we might have the 
love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Gh st given unto us. It was such a 
good prayer that Daniel thought, “What a 
good kind of man you must be !”

But all through the day, in the house and 
in the fl; Id, he found him scolding and find
ing fault with everynody and everything. At 
length Daniel said :

“You must be very much disappointed, 
air.”

In answer to the puzzled inquiry he re
minded the farmer of his morning prayer and 
the specific things he a-ked lor—the Christ- 
like spirit, the mind of Jesus, the love of G id 
shed ab « ad in the heart.

“He d dn’t like it very much,” said Daniel, 
“bui I deliver d my testimony, and learned a 
lessm for myself, too, Wcsh -uld stare very 
of en if ihe Lord should answer our prayers.” 
—SiLcied.

menti.

Dally Readings.
Mon., Dei. 23.—The year gone. Ps. 103:8*18 
Tues., Dee. 24.—My progress.

Rom. 6: 1-45 
Wed., Dec. 25. —The lessons ol 1

Thurs , Dee. 26.—Using the days.
Ps. 89 : 47, 48 ; Hos. 10 : 12 ; Col. 4 : 5 

Fri., Dee. 27.—In the year to come.
Ps. 71 : 1-5 ; Luke 11 : 1-4 

Sal., Dec. 28.—What shall I resolve ?
2 Tim. 2:15; Heb. 10 : 19-25 

Sun., Dev. 29. — Topic. Numbering our days.
Ps. 90.

Cor. 13:11 

Iiccl. 3 : i-i2

Christ Watches the Flame.
H w do you hi. kc •‘.MU' king fl x” burn ! 

You give it oil, you give it air, and you take 
away the charred portions. And Christ will 
give y--u, in y. ur tevblemss, the oil of His 
Spirit, that y u may bum hrighdy s ont of 
the candlesticks in Hi rempli ; and H will 
let air in, and take aw.«y ih** charred portions 
by the wise discipline if sorrow and trial 
Sometimes, in order that the smoki g fl x 
may become the shining light. Bat by what

Thomas Fuller, a quaint old writer, tells 
how startled he was once .it a narrow escape 
from throwing down a beautiful rryst I hour
glass. And then he thought to bin s. If, 
“How foolish I am to care so much about 
th s measurer of time, while 1 am all (he 
while throwing away time itself l”

What is < ur co ifi I. ure that the kingdom 
of God is advancing ? S.mply the sure word 
ot God. He has declartd that he will es
tablish his chu ch, and that all people shall 
Come Into It. He wil fulfill his promise 
He who niak.s all thin s work together for 
bis purpose 01 grace it mw tulftiiifg it.
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