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singe 1880, I see there has been nearly half o willion d.l.
lars worth exported up to the presont date, and the United
States Consular Agent at this informs me that during
the seasun of 1887, there has shi $£250.000 worth
of silver ore to the United States, ant of railway com-
munication and roads have so far been a great drawback in
the development of our gold mives, aud only one, the
Huroaian, has been worked to any exteat, it having -bia
some $7,000 worth of gold concentrates. Had there
railway communication established throughout thie rich and
comparatively unknown part of Ontario, I have no doubt
but that the output of both silver and gold frow the rich
veins of the newly discovered district would huve lwen four
times as great as it is now. Suffice it to say the richness: of
our mineral wonlth has been established and from it alono a
great source of revenue must flow into this town. The
energy and influence of tlus Board of Trade should be
pushed to effect the establishment of railway communicatio
with this district.

DUTIES ON SOFT COAL

sheuld be abolished in order to foster the industries of
Western Canada, as it is well known that the daty which is
now 6J cents per ton on soft coal affects all manner of man-
ufactured goods, from Prescott on the dt. Lawrence m the
East, to the Province of Manitoba in the West. It also
affects the shipping interestsof Canada on the lakes, and,
in fact, discriminates against all Western Canadian indus-
tries,without benefitting the coal interests of NovaScolin,any
of which is seldom seen West of Montreal.  Were soft coal
free tbenuld not possibly affect the Eistern Provinees of
Canada, @8 American coal cannot be brought successfully
into competition with Nova Scotian from Montreal, Kast.
I'he duties op hard eoal were abolished during the last
Saession of Pusligment which may bo considered a luxury
whilst the duti men sofv coal is still retained, which atfects
the intevests of Bhe country at large.  Strong efforts should
be made during the ensuing Bession of Parlinment by tho
manufacturers and shippers to abolish the 1uties ou sult
coal which shpuld also be free.

THE PORT ARFPRUR, PULUTH & WEITERN RAILWAY CoMPANY

is now in o fair way to complete at least 50 miles of the road
from Port Avhur, West, during the coming scason, afer
the opening of navigation. They have already ten miles
graded, 7 miles cleared and grubbed, with sufticient Lridge
timbor and ties for at least 15 miles ; the greater part of
the surveys are completed showing casy grades and curva-
.ures, light work not exceeding ten *housand yards to the
mile, and no rock work for the first. 50 miles.  The surveys

on the last 30 miles of the Western end have not yet been -

completed, *ut sufficient preliminary work has been doue

to establish the fast of its being easy, with little or no rock-

excavation. . The whole length of the road is 86 miles fiom
Port Artirur 1o Gunflint Lake, where the company purpose




