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since 18811, 1 see there he* been nearly half a million dol­
lar» worth exported up to the prenant date, and the United 
Stolen Cumular Agent at this port inform» me that during 
the seaauii of 1887, there has been shipped 9230,000 worth 
of silver ore to the United Stales. Want of railway cum- 
iiiumeatiiui mid roads have so far been a great drawback in 
I lie development of our uohl mines, and only one, the 
Hurouiati, hits been worked to any extent, it having shipped 
some 97,000 worth of gold concentrates. Had there been 
railway ooiumuuicatioii established throughout this rich and 
comparatively unknown part of Ontario, 1 have no doubt 
hut tliat the oiitiut of both silver and gold from the rich 
veins of the newly discovered district would have Wii four 
times as great as it is non. Suffice it to say the richness of 
our mineral wealth lias both established and from it alone a 
great source of revenue must flow info this town. The 
cueigy and influence of this Board of Trade should ho 
pushed to effect the establishment of railway coniuiuiiicatio i 
with this district.

ntTiKH ox son COAL
sliculd he abolished in order to foster the industries of 
Western Canada, ns it is well known that the duty which is 
now 63 cents per ton on soft coal affects all manner of man­
ufactured goods, from Presentt on the tit. Lawrence m the 
East, to the Province of Manitoba in the West. It also 
affects the shipping interests of Canada on th“ lakes, and, 
in fact, discriminates against aU Western Canadian indus­
tries, without bonefitting the coal interests ofNovaSco'.ia,any 
of which is seldom seen West of Montreal. Wore soft coal 
free it could not possibly affect the E isterit Provinces of 
Canada, su American coal cinnot he brought successfully 
into vo-npetilian with Nova Scotian from Montreal. East. 
Phe duties op hard coal were abolished during the last 
Session of Paitigpnent which may ho considered a luxury 
whilst tlie duts * an soft coal is still retained, which affecta 
the interests of,the country at large. Strung efforts should 
lie made during the ensuing Session of Parliament by the 
manufacturers and shippers to abolish the loties on soft 
coal which slit»#Id also lie free.
thk run Attrsua, pri-ura * white'is kaii.way company

is now in a fair way to «replete at least 50 miles of the toed 
from Port Artliur, West, during the coming season, after 
file opening of navigation. They have already ton miles 
graded, 7 miles cleared and grubbed, with sufficient bridge 
timber and ties for at least 15 miles ; the greater part of 
the surveys arc completed showing easy giadee and uurva- 
ures. light work not exceeding ton ‘housend yard* to the 

mile, and no rock work for the drat. 50 miles. The surveys 
on the last 30 miles of the Western end have not yet been 
completed, but sufficient preliminary work has been done 
to establish the fa-'t Of its being easy, with little or no rock 
excavation. . The whole length of the road is 86 miles ftom 
Fort ,Arthur toGunflint Lake, where the company purpose


