
tinue to increiM tttcir fiiheriei unmttilipte^lyt until the yeir 1 789 \

i^hi-n t! trouble* in Frincc comatacedi and the whole civilized

world being aftawirda in oonoiotiant and the British nivigaiion

»ystem brcominf; much relaxed and deranged, the American! availed

tn«ra«el«cs of the circunatanccs of the times and. puthiog thiir

comraercr into every quarter of the globe, and into the Wcbt-Iudiea

in particular, so far topplanted the colonial trade, that, in the course

•f the war, and until the year 1804, ihe fish taken in thase coioniea

found every little Tent, excrfi in the United States ; where, atrfcnge

a it may appear, it was sold for the purpose of mbipmunt to the BiU
ilth Wnt India Llandt \ for the colonial merchnnts, except under cir*

'Cumtrance* by no mehi>.-i of a general nature, cvuld not, unprotected

•sthey were, stand a compAkion with the Americaos t who, exclusive

of Other advantages, navii^ated their veiscb, as Neutrals, under

charge* greatly below the British shippers of these colooits ; who»
independent of extravagant outfits, labored undrr the pressure of
qnadruple ifiAuraace {—hi(,h wages }~Hnpressmcots }-<-de]ay8 ;—
demurrage :—numerous uiicercaintiea ^~-k>ss of convoys ;'—and, in

that evient, the almost certainty of capture. Under this state ofde-
preaiion, the colonial trade, even of their own produce, pused, in a
great measure, into the hands of the Americans ; and these coloniea

«ndured the double mortifiration, of being deprived of their birth

rfglit. and of being reproached, on every struggle for redress, with
their inability to furnish the West- Indies with the necesMry supplies,

ind even with fluh and lumber, with which they do» actually, so pre*

'eminently abound.

This Slate of affairs continued until 1804, at which time the colo*

nial trade had dwindled to the lowest state of deprtsMon. The mer>
chants of Halifax then ventured to hy their distresses b«f<vv His
Majc'sty's Ministers ; and, findiitg their complainta were listened to

by them, they e8tabli^hed the Committee System) which has continn*

ed ever siadF to urge their rights, and to furnish informalion on every

subject within their reach, connected with their interests.

In consequence of the reiterated representations of the Halifsz
Committee, and the enquiries which His Majesty's Ministers sat oq
foAt, the Americana weregreatiy reatrained during the two following

years but in the shoTt administration which took place in i8c6,they
regained their accendancy to that degree, that the Trade of these

Colonies was reduced a* low as formerly. In little more than aytar,

another adminiMration t( ok place in England, the Cortimittee of
Trade renewed its former efforts } and, shortly after, theAmcticaos,
were more rigidly cxcludtd from the West-India pott* than ever.

—

''The regulation? Ihrn established being, however, often, evaded, under
one pretext or other, the Halifax Committee soon discoveted that

their single exertions were iosufficicnt towitbalandthc weight of prc>


