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iiiatt'. lint many I'xtoiisivc patclH-s of white piiu' ari' met with on

cither side. The pine is not of lar;.'e size. Imt quite larjie enoufj;h

for handlinjr with faeility. Measurements wore ina(h,' of several

stieks, which ranireil from (!!/> to UU^, feet in circumference at the

hutt. From a hci;:ht on tlie western side u( tlie Steady an uii-

liroken vista of dense heavy frost extends eastward and westward,

u|> and down the river valley, and away north toward the main
Exploits River, as far as the country is \isihlc. Fre(|U('nt patciios

of interval land of superior quality frinire the shores of the

.Steady, and considerable areas of sii.silar land. admirai)ly adapted

for hay jrrowinj,', were found alonj; the courses of the smaller trihu-

tarie<. tlowinir into the steady, or river, l)elo\i-.

In descendin;.' Xoel Paul's ]{iver to the Exploits proper, the

country improve- at every turn, and nnich line land an<l timber

were observed on liotli sides of the stream. The sf)ruce and lir were

liarticuiarly due. many nf the former sticks suitable for scluioneris'

spar<. were sn'ii close to the bank. White birch is (piite aliundunt,

tamarack of i; 1 si/;c i^ scattered tlirouj^liout the forest, and as|)eii

becomes toleralily plentiful on tlie lower reaches ()f the river. The
stream is a fine one for drivinu lo<:s, when sufficiently supplied

with water in sprin^r arid autumn. The land over the -ivater part

of the valley of Noel PauTs h'iver parlakes of tlie same character

as that i>( the main Ivxpioits valley, frerpientiy described in former
reports, especially tlio>e of is:i. Is:.") and ISSt?. h consists of a
sandy loam, underlaid -vnerally by a iiravelly subsoil. The de-

comiiose.I vegetable matter derived from the dense r,.rest. the decay
of ajres. intermixed with this loam. .i;i\es it a very fertile character,

which is amply attested by the indiuvnous forest ^.^rowth every-

where The interval lands, in particular, which are often of con-
sideralile extent, are composed of very su|)erior soils, containiufr

less san.l and much more veiretable matt'T They are. in fad. a
dark rich mud. (not peat), only recpiirin.i: a judicious system of

drainage to render tlicm some of the best hay-<:rowin.<: lands in the
Island. Ilnndreds of acres of such land -,\ore mot with dwrinjr the
])roirre<s of the survey last fall, (tf course until such time as access
is afforded to this remote region by means of roads or » railway,
these nuist remain in aieyaiice. It is usehss to talk of utiliy.in;r

lands siiuated 100 mile«^ from the sea coast, without such means of
access, even were they conijiosed of the richest soil on the Ldobe.
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