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with rows of buttons down the sii s, and bunches at the
knees. He bore on his shouldc «* a stout keg, Uwt
seemed full of liquor, and made sig is for Rip to approach
and assist him with the load. Though rather shy and dis-
trustful of this new acquaintance, Rip complied with his
usual alacrity, and mutually relieving each other, they
clambered up a narrow gully, apparently the dry bed of
a mountain torrent. As they ascended, Rip every now
and then heard long rolliivr penln, like distant thunder,
that seemed to issue out i»ep nvv ^, or rather cleft
between lofty rocks, to whidi tht ir rugged path
conducted. He paused i*

to be the muttering of

showers which often take

inrt^wit, 1,?^ supposii:g it

rf th« «*e tra. isient thunder
e in ttie motuitain heights,

he proceeded. Passing ;hi »ugh the mvine, they came to
a hollow, like a smaU ainphitiie»tre. surrounded by
perpendicular precipices., over . brinks of which,
impending trees shot their brai hm ao that you only
caught glimpses of the mmre nk}

, mod the bright evening
cloud. During the who** tinu lif> ul^d his companion
had laboured on ir -.tien«; * though the former
marvelled greatly wl c couki V #i« obj^t of carrying a
keg of liquor up this wild Toomi^m^ yet there was some-
thing strange and incompreh f.> *l)out the unknown,
*hat inspired awe, and checked U. liarity.

On entering the amphitheatr . new ohjectR of wonder
presented themselvea On a lev el spot in the centre was
a company of odd-looking personages T)laying at nine-
pins. They were dressed in a quaint outlandish fashion

:

some wore short doublets, others jerkins, with long knives
in their belts, and most of the-n had enormous breeclies,
of similar style with that of the guide'a Their visages


