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'*" "'""'0' WM wet and flat as stale beer, and

almost of the same colour. The red twisting road was
narrow and built up like a railway embankmer- and
all across the level distances wound other lift J . dswhere passine; motors and vehicles looked Cuncuslv
unsafe. In the drained low fields by the canals men
were cuttmg the laded grass, and windmills helped tomake the scenery yet more un-Iinglish.
On the far right stood up the old Abbey walls of

Crowland, and m the centre of the little narrow-streeted
town was squatted the three-arched bridge.' dry with
the dust from unnumbered generations of feet in the
street about it, and hoary with an antiquity beyond

tr^^H n??h- J'/^y- "'?*^'* *•'« ~"gh\teps to the

L?!, °i "^* ^"^^^ "^"' P»^«<* *"h coarsest stones,humped clumsily in the centre, and shaped very like
the three legs on the device of the Isle of Man. Tradi-
tion says It was once the boundary between the two
counties, but the present boundary is five miles away.
Tradition says also that it was built about the end of
the tenth century in the time of Edward the Martyr
or that Edwy the Fair who followed him. It says,
moreover, that the very ancient crude figure hewn out
of rough stone against the bridge wall is a monk witha oaf of bread, a Saxon Kinp, and William the Con-
queror but it can give no hint of the time when the

ZnL'""*"'\"'*J'"f^8;*= """ '^7 fo' «^«f «nd it*
strange squat hog-backed strength became a matter
for curiosity only.
Beyond It were very worn, very crooked steps formounting to the pillion, and at the street end the «andarches of the ruined Abbey rose against the sky.
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**'" '" the niches were boldly
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^ general architecture seen from the front
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°^ '*° coffin-boards, one upsidedown. Gu hiac, a Saxon hermit, is said to have been

knew fh!?,,°""*l"'K° ,?"'*'?"'' ^^^Y' but Surrey
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earliest. It was little more than a mask ; a brave fronthiding rum behind it, and through he d^rkenTng


