PRESS CLIPPINGS

POSITION OF DRAFTEES.

But this does not mean that dra
tees will be maintained in idle-
ness. As long as we have an Army

| overseas, Canada remains the ul-
‘ timate base of its operations. We

must maintain a considerable mili-
} tary establishment for the training
| of reinforcements, the provision of
supply and certain other non-op-
erational duties.

Military garrisons in Newfound-
land and on the coasts cannot be
entirely abandoned. Many of these
duties can be and are being per-
formed by volunteers who are not
fit for combat service. Some of

| tinue to be discharged by draftees.

While we prefer the voluntary
system for overseas service, com-
pulsion where necessary will con-
| tinue to be used to ensure that fit
| men of military age perform na-
tional service required by our war
effort. Draftees employed in na-
tional service will remain in the
Army under discipline
rates of pay obviously, it would not
be fair to allow draftees preferen-
tial treatment by giving them civil-
ian work at civilian rates of pay.

Another reason why draftees,
except those who for physical or
other reasons have ceased to be use-
ful as soldiers, should not be dis-
banded, is that so long as they are
in the Army and adequately trained,
they will continue to be a potential
ultimate reserve of reinforcements
whose compulsory employment in
anfr theatre may, in the light of de-
veloping circumstances, have to be
reconsidered.

To increase the flow of infantry
reinforcements for the Army we
shall intensify our effort to encour-

ing establishtnent of the Army in
Canada and in England will be re-
viewed with the object of freeing
every volunteer who is fit for com-
bat duty. We shall continue to draft
men reaching military age for com-
pulsory training and service.

TRY FOR VOLUNTEERS

We shall make every effort to
have all draftees told individually
of the need for their services. We
shall also make every effort to have
each draftee told individually of
the practical benefits to his own
future of becoming a volunteer and
enjoying the full opportunities for
successful reestablishmert in civil
life, In this we shall follow the
principle set forth by Gen. Mec-
Naughton, “You cannot drive men
of spirit but you can encourage and
lead them.” ‘

The glory of Canada’s fight for
freedom is the imperishable fact
that every Canadian in uniform

fighting front is there by his own
choicé, In this world conflict Can-
ada has produced a race of noble
| warriors. The light in their eyes
is the light of liberty, and the fire

these duties will neoessarily con-!

at army |

age voluntary enlistment. The exist- |

at sea, in the air and on every|!

.in their hearts is the fire of spir-

f. —its dedicated to the service of their

fellow-men.

This is not the hour to destroy
that magnificent record. It is the
hour to kindle the fire of free ser-
vice in the hearts of all our
young men in the army and out-
side its ranks.

I would ask my fellow Cana-
dians, without distinction of race
or creed or party to join with me in
the appeal which I now make for
full support to Canada's army
overseas. I ask all to join no less
unitedly than we have joined in
the appeal for the Victory Loan.
This is a higher call, and it should
bring forth an even greater re-
sponse.

No pride could be greater than
our pride in what our armed forces
are doing to help win the war, and
to give Canada a foremost place
among the free nations of the world.

The future of our country will be-
long to the men who are fighting

Canada’s battles today and to those|
men and women who are giving

them full support. They will be the
leaders of our country through

years to come.
APPEAL TO DRAFTEES

To you, young men, who are
serving in Canada’'s “Home De-
fence” forces, I should like to make
a special appeal.

Because of the training you have
already received, you are in an ex-
ceptional position to give service
which is particularly needed at this
time. I have told you of the need.
Let me emphasize the opportunity
—the greatest you will ever have—
to further service your country and

gbrinz honor to yoursglves and your

families. You will never regret the
decision to do all you possibly can
to support Canada’s fighting army.
. In doing that, you will be help-
ing to destroy the enemy of man-
kind and to provide securily and
oEportumty for yourselves, your
children and your fellow-men. You
will be doing more than that. You
will be helping to remove a source
of misunderstanding, bitterness
and division in our own countrK
and to preserve its strengt

through years to come. You will
be helping to lay the foundation of
a better world.

I appeal no less earnestly to the
friends and families of our young
mzn to help and encourage them
in a decision which will mean
everything to them through the
rest of their lives, ;

It is the government's responsi-
bility to make the decision as to
the best methods of supporting
Canada’s Army overseas. No deci-
sion could possibly please every-

: one,

We have made the decision which
i we believe will best support the
| army and contribute most effective-
i ly to an utmost national effort in
' the winning of the war. But to

~achieve these ends, we shall need
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the help and cooperation of tn
= people as a whole. Partisan con?
E:;l_o]\l’ersy émd division at this time
weaken, not stren -

adIaf‘s war effort, eV .
we all do our part, Canada will
emerge on the day of victory, free,
united and strong. That is the Can-

ada we want to welcome the re
of our victorious fighting men, t?




