Marl]uaha easier g=
to get than beer

BY DAVE WILSON

Marijuana is easy to
come by at school, said
four long-haired students
at Port Credit Secondary
School.

The four, all aged about
17 years, made this start-
ling admission “to—a~Mis-
sissauga News reporter
at the conclusion of a
drugs seminar Thursday
for parents of pupils at
the school, to which stu-
dents were also invited.

The four bovs attended
the semitfar.

“If you want it. ‘grass’
is easier ‘' to get thesr
beer.” revealed one of
the four, all of who freely
admitted having taken
marijuana

One confessed to hav-
ing tried LSD and all
knew of another student
at their school who had
taken a long-cffect ‘trip’
on the drug STP

“He imagined he was a
rock for three days,”
they said

They also said that a
large number of students
at the Port Credit school,
which has a total register
of 1.350, took marijuana,
especially ones in the
14-17 years age group.
Anybody could get “the
stuff” if they wanted it,
they added.

Approached later about
the validity of these state-
ments, Glenn Crice,
chairman of Mississauga
Board of Education. com-
mented: “This is preva-
lent in several areas and
our close proximity to To-
ronto does not rule out
the pmsnnlm of there
being _somé truth in this.

“I don't know if this
story is true or not,” he
added. “'Kids do tend to
exaggerate and it is cer-
tainly no reflection on the
school. We cannot search
everyone'’.

He continued: “I don't
know what can be done
about it. As a Board of
Education we. have had
an all-day session with
our ~ physical” education
teachers and they have
been addressed on the
subject.”

Written information
about drugs could be ob-
tained at the school by
students,, Mr. Grice said,
and consideration was

- being given to the possi-

bility of presenting infor-
- mation through an expert
to students at:schools in
the area.
Director of Education
James A. Turner said af-
_ter the drugs seminar
Thursday, when Dr. An-
drew Malcolm of the nar-
““cotic unit of the Addiction
Research Foundation ad-

dressed a large gathering.

of parents; ‘“The  ofly
reason this seminar was
called was a mattér of

g:m information. -to-

Heé denied that it was ¢

because of any particular
fear or knowledge of a

- prevalence of drug- -taking

at Port Credit Secondary
School. -
“Like other schiools, we

have had a few cases of.

students having marijua-
na,” said Mr. - Turner,
“but no more than any-
where else”.

Expert discusses
addiction threat

T

with students

“Tellyourchildren
about the dangers of tak-
ing marijuana. but don’t
try to paint a horror pic-
ture,” was the advice giv-
en to sqme 400 parents at
a drug seminar at Port
Credit Secondary School
Thursday.

Dr. Andrew Malcolm.
psychiatrist with the na-
rcotics unit of the Addic-
tion Research Foundation
in Toronto, made the
uggestion during an in-
formative -talk on the
background and effects
obtained from the more
widely used drugs. in par-
ticular marijuana

The narcotics expert,
who had just returned
from Italy where he had
been studying the drug
situation, warned that it
would be wrong to sup-
press correct information
about drugs and the harm
they could do. but added
that it could be equally
dangerous to put over an
ultra-vivid impression of
the long-term effects of
drug taking

‘“There. is no evidence
of mental or moral injury
from moderate use of
marjjuana,” he said
“But excessive use indi-
cates and intensifies men-
tal instability.”

Marijuana, unlike mor-
phine, heroine and
methedrine was hot phy-
siologically addicting hé
said. It was, rather. a ha-
bituate.

“It is nearly always in

.social circumstances that

people start taking mari-
juana,” stated -Dr. Mal-
colm. ‘‘Some people can
leave it alone for .as long
as they like, but there are
those- who- gradually in-
crease its use until they
take it every night."”
“Then they tend to
move further away . from
the kind of life they led

“before habitual” use of

marijuana,” he added.

So many young people
today went for marijuana
because it was the 'in’
thing to take ‘pot’
“The cool, cool term for
marijuana,’”’“heé-said. '

“But to .become habi-
tuated to marijuana at 16
years of age was to run
the risk.of missing. the

around” wamed Dr.
Malcolm. “They are

missing a very important

fects of marijuana than

‘DR. ANDREW MALCOLM

they probably ever will
be again, in their lives.”

‘“‘Rebellion’ against con-
formity was the basic
reason for young people
taking drugs, just as pre-
vious generations had
turned to secret smoking
and drinking for ‘‘kicks"
in their ‘teens,” he said.

Dr. Malcolm told the
parents: “We should try
to advise these young
people that they shouldn’t
smoke marijuana (a) be-
cause it's against the
law; (b) because people
who do run the certain
risk of becoming habi-
tuated to it and eventually
‘drop out’ of society;
any mental instability
will be intensified; and
(d) they will probably go
on to LSD because it is
the next step, and LSD is
proved to be physically
dangerous.”

Alcohol was also an ex-
tremely dangerous drug,
pointed out the speaker,
éven more Sso than mari-
juana, he said. “But this
isn't to say we should
welcome to our bosoms

\;l

o-f

(e) .

another drug which is -

~fess dangerous.”" "
Answering questions ‘al-

ter his talk, Dr. Malcolm

said there were certain

bought once you had in-
gratiated yourself with
the people, there. It was a
false itnpression that only
in Yorkville could mari-

h ; ;uana and other drugs be
richness of the change * 3
which is going on

Credit. The speaker,

d_previously been in-
troduced by G. Grice,
chairman of the M‘oﬁ

_ Education.
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ON ANY ITEM IN THIS AD
IF YOU CUT OUT THIS
COUPON AND BRING IT TO
US WHEN YOU PLACE YOUR
ORDER

ONE WEEK ONLY

LYWOOD
SALE

PREFINISHED, 'SATIN-SMOOTH, RANDOM GROOVED PLY-
WOOD WALL PANELLING FOR ALL OF YOUR HOME RE-
NOVATION AND DECORATION REQUIREMENTS — COME

SEE OUR DISPLAY,

FOR RECREATION ROOMS
FOR DENS AND STUDIES®

FOR ACCENT WALLS IN LIVING
AND DINING ROOMS

FOR ENTRANCE AREAS AND HALLWAYS
FOR KITCHENS AND PLAY AREAS

CHERRY e ROSEWOOD e TEAK

WALNUT . PINE o ELM o OKOUME ] GABOON

REGULAR PRICES

Hanamaki Cherry
Jacaranda Rosewood
Chindwin Teak’
Carpathion Walnut
Temagami- Knotty Pine
Old Windsor Eim
Vintage Cherry
Amazon Rosewood
trradwaddy Teak
Abbey Walnut
Prospector. Pitch Pine
Planked Red Okoume
Rain Forest Gaboon
Light or Dark Burma Teak .

THOMSON LUMBER

- CENTRE RD. (#10 HWY.), PORT 'CREDIT. PHONE 278-3355
_South Peel's Home lllpnnml
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