
After 20 years, York profs wonder:

How good a university?
students and society as a whole 
must learn that there is no 
dishonour in having tried and 
failed. York’s faculties must

Bar-Lew aw said.
"We have excellent scholars, 

and we also have excellent 
teachers, although they haven’t 
published,” said Bar- Lew aw. 
" But unfortunately, we have 
faculty members who are 
good scholars nor good 
teachers and who have never 
given a lecture at an internati
onal forum, who are recognized 
by nobody except themselves, 
pat ting each ot heron the back.”

“ By the way,” said Bar-Lewaw, 
“ Every Canadian and non- 
Canadian university have these 
people, but it is a matter of 
proportion.” In the case of 
Canadian universities this 
proportion happens to be 
extremely high, he suggested.

He said that it is hard to keep 
prominent scholars in Canadi
an universities, because the 
best are lured away to the 
United States, attracted by its 
money and facilities.

To prove hispoint, Bat-Lewaw 
pointed out that Canada has 
had only three Nobel prize 
winners since 1901, while the 
United States has had overone 
hundred. Countries like 
Holland, Denmark, and 
Switzerland, which are smaller 
than Canada, have won more 
Nobel prizes because their 
governments invest more 
money in higher learning than 
does Canada's.

Not only can we not breed 
Nobel prize winners but we 
won't even accept them if they 
throw themselves at our feet.

position,"said Bar Lewaw, “but 
none of the Canadian universi
ties had an offer for him. So he 
finally settled in Vermont, 
U. S.A.”

The reason why he was not 
offered a position was because 
he was too controversial, Bar- 
Lewaw explained.

While York is not a bad 
Canadian university, it is a very 
poo rone incomparison to a top- 
rated university in the world.

“While we have great people 
recognized nationally and 
internationally, we also have 
people who hide behind the 
facade of the union, which 
p rotect s everybody.”

One person who vehemently 
disagrees with Bar Lew aw’s 
viewpoint is Professor Nicky 
Lary of York’s Humanities 
department.

He criticizes Professor Bar-

Thfs weekend, hundreds of alumni participated in York's 20th 
annivereary homecoming - one of many events being held to 
commemorate York’s entrance into its third decade.„ . , „ learn this lesson if the school is

But just as this is a time for celebration, so is it a time to reflect on tQ a (rue institution of
what York has achieved, on what it has become.

In this, one of many articles to be published through the year.
EXCALIBUR pondère York's past, and considers Its future.

higher learning and not simply 
a McDonald's operation.

Another strong believer in the 
triumphof academic excellence 
is Professor Isaac Bar-Lewaw 
who is in the Department of 
Hispanic and Latin American 
Literature and Civilization. He 
is a charming and flamboyant 
man who speaks twelve 
languages fluently and has a 
knowledge of eight more.

John Elias Jr.
“What we have at York is a 
cafeteria program.”

This was York University 
Professor of Sociology John 
O’Neill’s response, when asked 
how he would evaluate York as 
an institution of higher 
learning. He claims that York 
and other Canadian universi
ties have become institut ion sof 
mediocrity, serving a mass 
student population instead of 
acting as a training ground for 
the academically elite.

His was one of many 
controversial opinions expres
sed about how York University 
has evolved as an academic 
institution in the past twenty 
years. While some see York 
evolving into a mediocre 
institution, attracting few 
scholars and teachers of merit, 
others are optimistic about its 
future.

O’Neill said the growth in 
students in the last twenty 
years, attracted by thefinancial 
reward sof obtaining a Bachelor 
of Arts degree, has been 
responsible for turning elite 
learning institutions into 
places pondering a lower level of 
education to attract new 
students.

York, along with other 
Canadian universities, said 
O’Neill, has become a McDona

ld's where “we do it all for you." 
The fault for creating this 
situation rests with the 
universities' faculties and 
administrations.

O’Neill said that universities 
have become “middle class 
asylums” where the individu
al’s personal struggle to attain 
maturity is deterred. The path 
to knowledge, both anexhilirat- 
ing and terrifying experience, is 
being annulled by the “practi
ces of the modern, administrat
ive, bureaucratic, therapeutic 
state.”
“In the beginnning,” said 

O’Neill, “the faculty was young 
and energetic, good at 
everything.,.Twenty years later, 
the faculty is aging, giving up 
and seekingother sidelines.”

O’Neill claims this degenera
tion in teaching and scholarly 
activity has led to a situation 
where teachers no longer 
honestly evaluate students on 
their scholarly merit. They are 
merely put on a conveyer belt 
that ends with a B.A. in the 
student’s hand.

This decay can only be 
reversed if York begins a strong 
honours program «and more 
scholarships a re offered both at 
the undergraduate and 
graduate level.

O’Neill went on to say that

Bar-Lewaw: York students 
“mediocre... "

Professor Bar-Lewaw often 
proclaimed in previous articles 
and interviews that Canadian 
universities were merely places 
to have a “good time” and where 
women came to find husbands.

But he now thinks students 
have become somewhat more 
serious. Students who previou
sly campaigned for some kindof 
political utopia, are now mainly 
interested in finding a good job 
when they graduate. Students 
now have a serious attitude 
towardseducation.

While the students’attitudes 
have changed, the conditio ns in 
Canadian universities have 
not. York andother universities 
are turning out mediocre 
students in relation to the top 
universities in the world. We 
have an abundanceof students 
and professors, but lack quality, he could obtain a teaching

Laiy: ...a dhrcmiflcd and 
imaginative curriculum

Lewaw for his non-involvment 
in university affairs and for his 
“failure to show on any kind of 
scale what an elite education 
should be.”

According to Lary, York is a 
good, young university with a 
diversified and imaginative 
curriculum, where students 
can obtain a good a education.

He thinks that if our top 
students went to England’s 
Cambridge University, they 
would not be at a disadvantage. 
This is due to our flexible

“Reliable sources will tell you 
that at one point in time 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn who 
then lived in Switzerland, 
considered coming to Canada if See ‘Mac’, page 10.
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