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Someone else rants and raves
As a Dalhousie Student Union have really learned something from 

(DSU) Council member and a Ga- those Joe workshops!) 
zette reporter, my urge to let students The main purpose of this opinion 
know what is going on at Dal is often piece is to let Dal students know they the DSU should wait for results from
a process of mitigation. 1 have to are members, through the DSU, of a a student referendum (coming to your
balance my personal opinions which new national student organization, neighbourhood in March!),
arc well recorded in Council min- (You are. It is called the Canadian In a year that students have so
utes with the inevitable two sides of Alliance of Student Associations much interest in, and at stake with,
a story. However, in this case 1 de- (CASA).) 1 thought students had to federal government issues, I think
cided to abandon this pursuit in fa- find out somehow about their mem- students should get a clear chance to
vour of a one-sided rant. (Hey, 1 bership. The DSU Council voted voice their opinion. Not one that

basically ratifies a student council 
decision. (1 submit that the “Coun­
cil" is leading the witnesses.)

Of course I should be reassured

their membership in at the January 
22 meeting.

I think it’s undemocratic. I think

fort to let students know about CASA DSU Executive has gone to official 
and without any effort to get stu- meetings and spoken, without an 
dents’ input. official policy, on issues such as ra-

The DSU representatives who tionalization and Social Security 
attended a CASA meeting in No- Review. These policies arc just being 
vember knew that an inaugural meet- brought forth 
ing would take place in January. If meetings and forums have passed, 
they really respect what students say When 1 expressed concern over this 
in a student referendum, one could in November I was told that I should 
have taken place in that time period, let the Executive formulate policy. 
When 1 left the January 22 DSU So what is my role as a Council 
meeting I thought maybe I was over- member? To nod agreement at every 
reacting... maybe Dal students, at Exec initiative, 
least those who sought to be in­
formed, knew about CASA. How- this year became obvious when a 
ever, many conversations later with member who often disagreed resigned

and her absence was cheered by 
Council and Exec members. 1 guess 
what I’m talking about is having a 
little hit of accountability. I feel that 
going and speaking on behalf of a 
student body without even Council 
policy is unaccountable.

I feel joining on behalf of its mem- 
people on the executives of various hers a new national student organi- 
socicties has led to believe that not zation is irresponsible. Student input 
many people beyond the insular walls does not even seem welcome. If 1 was 
of the ‘Second Floor of the SUB’ told to mind my own business as a 
know about CASA.

but most criticalnow,
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The way the DSU treats dissent

because most Council members sup­
porting the decision talked about 
their role as elected representatives 
— you know in touch with the popu­
lace, finger on the pulse of Dal sort of 
thing.

finger on 

the pulse
Not even half of Council is gen­

erally elected in campus elections. 
Most are elected by societies, and 
well, how many of Dal’s 10,000 stu­
dents go to society meetings? And as 
a Council, we are amazed if 30 peo­
ple show up for meetings and pro­
ceed with an entire meeting’s busi-
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Council member, 1 wonder what the
So now you know about your new reaction is to the average student 

membership. I am not speaking ei- who walks in the DSU Office with a 
ther in favour or against CASA, sim- question or opinion, 
ply against the process. The DSU 
Council has made their decision inc my reception after this piece is 
about CASA. When the chance published. Remember earlier in the 
comes for Dal students to voices their year when a few students had written 
opinions in March, I hope that oth- critical pieces about the DSU, their

names and pieces were ridiculed in 
Asa DSU Council member 1 have the DSU office. Instead of listening 

been frustrated by the DSU’s method to the few student voices who have 
of business this year. (And by the been able on their own initiative to 
way 1 accept a certain amount of become informed, the DSU seems 
personal responsibility that students intent on silencing them, 
have been left out in the cold.) The

ness maintaining quorum.
So it seems to me that the more 

things change, the more they stay 
the same.

The “No” side of the Canadian
And you know: I can only imag-o

OF 1 Federation of Students (CFS) refer­
endum and its supporters held that 

of their main issuesomea with CFSone
was lack of accountability and con­
tact with students. They would rhe­
torically ask crowds if they knew 
what CFS was as proof of this. Many 
of these same people only weeks later 
voted in Council membership to 
CASA without making any real ef-

ers take their turn to vote.

DSU’s Official Portrait Studio*
At the SUB Feb. 6 -10

Last chance for Yearbook!

Your choice of 3 sitting fees!
Book at SUB Enquiry Desk near display

^Choice of DSU based on quality, 
service, price, and dependability.

All faculties welcome! All hoods provided.

Lisa Lachance

Discriminated
discriminating?

We do not 
discriminate!

Some “strike” 
alternativesNEW sales office - Park Lane Mall (4th Floor)

429-1344
To the editor, To the editor, To the editor,

for more information:
ÿ\ 1 -800-AN D-G RAD I am a 42 year old gay man, who for 

religious and societal reasons, do not 
accept myself. However 1 agree with 
the young bisexual lady who com­
plained that her straight boyfriend was 
not welcome at a BGLAD meeting (or 
similar one?). This sounds to me like 
ignorance and blatant discrimination 
on the part of gays who should have 
known better.

Although I do not claim to under­
stand bisexuality ( nor any kind of sexu­
ality for that matter). I think 1 can 
appreciate her predicament — not re­
ally being accepted in the straight or 
the gay world. 1 can only say to her and 
to any others in a similar situation 
(and 1 suspect there are more than we 
think) to just try to accept yourselves 
and your genuine sexuality, because 1 
believe it is genuine; that there really 
is bisexuality. If there’s homosexual­
ity, then why conceivably not bisexu­
ality?

It may be unfortunate that we can’t 
all be straight but we have to face facts 
and we exist and up to now, there is no 
‘cure.’ I know this is not a popular 
position at present time (not politi­
cally correct as some would say) but 
then most of the problems of the world 
are not politically correct.

We do not live in an ideal world and 
straights are included in the mess most 
definitely. I also believe all races and 
religions are too. I also believe I am 
too, so don’t look to me or my life as a 
saviour. I am an auntie Tom sell—out.

In response to the letter in your 
paper two weeks ago referring to on January 25 “protesting the hike in 
BGLAD as being discriminatory, we, tuition,” I was wondering what their 
the members of BGLAD must protest alternatives were? 
that it is not our policy to discriminate 
against any group, including a government subsidized post-second- 
heterosexuals. The original letter to ary education system, and if so, where 
which complained about discrimina- is the money coming from ? Would all 
tion, referred to an event that oc- of the professors currently on staff 
curred at the Gay & Lesbian “Youth maintain their positions and 
Group” which is associated with Hali- salaries, or would there be large cut- 
fax Family Planning. backs? If the universities stay fully

Our policy regarding the attend- staffed, how would we as Canadians 
ance of “straight people” at our meet- afford to pay them? 
ings is as follows:

With regards to the “student strike”

Are these “protestors” anticipating

What do the INTERNET and GOD 
have in common?

current

They’re both out there 
WAITING TO BE DISCOVERED!

Perhaps we could ask them to work 
Because we do not require anyone at for free. I’m sure that would drastically 

our meetings to identify their particu- increase the level of teaching, 
lar sexuality, we cannot discriminate

Take a break from cyberspace...

St. Paul’s Church
invites you to join us for worship.

How about this: why doesn’t each 
on the basis of sexual orientation. Our Canadian pay an additional $3,000 in 
one stipulation is that if you are income tax to meet the salaries of 
straight -identified, we ask that you these professors, so we students don’t 

not tell us. It is our version of a “Don’tA 1 r> » T 11 r. I- ,, , have to pay? Just think that you, over
Ask-Don t Tell Policy If you re a period of fifty years, are shelling out 
straight and you absolutely feel the an additional $150,000 while some 
need to attend BGLAD meetings, don’t students are abusing the system, spend- 
mention that you're straight while ing three or four years dicking off and 
you re there.

We do however respect the rights of 
organizations to create “safe spaces’’ idea.
for the purposes of sponsoring a sup- Why doesn’t the government sub- 
port, ve environment where people are sidize it, and raise our taxes only a 
surrounded by those who share a com- little hit, and then cutback on univer- 
mon experience. We on occasion have . sity staff and drastically raise the ad- 
separate Male and Female meetings mission requirements so only a small 
for this express purpose. percentage of us can actually attend

It there are any questions, please school? 
feel free to call us at our office in the

Sundays:
9:15 Contemporary Worship

(music with drums, guitars, piano, 
flutes, violins, and trumpet)

11:00 Traditional Worship
(music with choir and pipe organ)

wasting time.
But maybe there is a more rational

1749 Argyle Street 
Grand Parade

Geoff Stewartphone: 429-2240
email: speake@ra.isisnet.com

Dal SUB, 494-1415.

Name withheld by request The members of BGLAD


