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Friday, March 17, 1950—Up late, 
for I have not yet quite recovered 
from the after-effects of Morrow 
Day. Did breckfast on some little 
friend herrings, and don my new 
red coat with silver buttons and 
walk idly about town.

This evening, after some hesita
tion, did go to the theatre to wit
ness the performance of the new 
children’s masque “The Sorcerer of 
Us.” I did hold one collar over my 
face the while, foz- I did not want 
anyone to see me at such an in
fantile z-ecreation. To my surprise, 
however, I found but few children 
there, and indeed many scholars 
from Dull were present. Even the 
new P r i m e Minister, Sureman 
Bicker, was there, as well as Miss 
Maggot McThin and Miss Isis Mac- 
Donnie, Wagers from the Kings 
Court, and many other notables. 
Was quite bemused that persons of 
such learning should repair to such 
a juvenile play and did resolve to 
deny that 1 was present"’ if any 
should question me after-

Saturday, March 18, 1950 — Do 
hear that the scholars did have a 
great debate about their number 
and did reach the conclusion that 
some amongst them were “frus
trated”, whatever that can mean.

To studlee, to endeavour to 
solve this enigma. Did go to the 
Gentleman's Assembly II o o m , 
where I did find a large number of 
students in a group about a table. 
I did approach them to watch the 
game which such scholars aie al
ways playing. To my surprise, 
however, I did find that they were 
not playing at a game but were 
instead surrounding a studious- 
looking scholar who was clutching 
a large volume in his arms. They 
did tell him that they desired to 
borrow his notes, as they had none 
of their own, and at last they man
aged to persuade him to part with 
them, and left to make innumer
able copies of them to distribute 
amongst themselves. From this I 
do believe that the tests of knowl
edge at the college on the hill are 
near °t hand.
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THE EXTREMITIES OF INTELLIGENCE

For the past few years, Halifax Schools have been ex
perimenting with auxiliary classes for sub-normal students. 
Those included have Intelligence Quotients of 80 or less . . . 
comprising some three or four per cent of the children in 
school between the ages of 12 and 16.

The scheme serves a two-fold purpose. Firstly, it gives 
the children concerned a better opportunity of eventual ad
justment to their circumstances. They are told at the be
ginning that they are to be trained for specific manual tasks, 
and will probably never be able to learn a trade. Those who 
have undergone the course and have been later employed, 
have proved to be efficient, dependable, well-adjusted em
ployees, if their instructions have been given in a form they 
can comprehend.

The plan also allows for greater progress among the 
higher intelligence groups. Although the extremely low in
telligences were eventually dropped so as not to place brakes 
on their more fortunate classmates, nevertheless, while they 
remained they had a detrimental effect, slight, perhaps, but 
telling. And some of the lower intelligences may remain a 
long time, repeating classes, causing the situation we have 
all seen of a twelve-year-old in an age grouping of eight 
or ten.

Henry Birks & 
Sons Limited

< ’ Registered Jeweller, A.G.S. 

Halifax, N. S.
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Say SCHWARTZ
Treatment such as this immediately raises in one’s mind 

the question of class distinction. Granted, it’s on intellectual 
grounds, but one basis of distinction is not more attractive 
than another—it’s still distinction.

However, when consideration is taken of the changes 
wrought in the children involved, the question of distinction 
becomes secondary. Many of the children enrolled in these 
classes were formerly acute disciplinary problems. They felt 
their mental inferiority, and vented their resulting confusion 
on all the world. But their inferiority was wiped out and 
their self-confidence restored when they entered classes with 
children like themselves. As for class distinction, they ex
perience less of it and think less of it, since within their 
group it is non-existent.

If we can conclude that this system is beneficial to low 
intelligence groups, might it not be just as practical for those 
at the end of the scale? Objection is taken that here with
out doubt, class distinction would arise, since the children 
would be able to see and define their superiority.

But what objection is less valid if the system is re
aligned to fit its new circumstances, by equating the timing. 
That is, the regrouping of high intelligences would take 
place in the four years before entering outside life. Those 
years are most often spent in college, where the differences 
would be less pronounced.

The arguments in favour of this application correspond 
to the former ones. High intelligences may be just as mal
adjusted as low ones, although the obvious effect be less. 
Normal human contacts may be curtailed, although economic 
circumstances may always be comfortable. Further, the loss 
of peak efficiency in a good mind is of more moment to 
society than the loss of efficiency in a slow mind.

We believe universities might well consider such a sys
tem, by instituting special classes for these groups. It would 
not be necessary, perhaps even impossible, to establish 
classes for each branch of study. Indeed, it might be more 
beneficial to keep together all the interests, helping to widen 
concentrated points of view, as well as stimulate the minds 
behind them.

But perhaps, as in the schools, the economic bridge of 
equality should be crossed first.

xlt!c and be sure!A

It was a good slogan in war. It is now a good slogan in 
peace; “Say Schwartz and be Sure”. We urge it for 
your protection that you may be assured of the incom
parable Schwartz quality in Coffee, Spices, Peanut 
Butter, Jelly Powder, Baking Powder and Dried Fruit.
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“DANCING
SATURDAY

NIGHT” ■sms W. H. Schwartz & Sons Ltd.;H A LI FA X

Canada’s Oldest Coffee and Spice House 
Founded in Halifax in 1841

CASINO A"

DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITYTues. - Wed.

“THE GAY LADY” Halifax, Nova Scotia
*>and

THE FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Degrees of:“THE PIRATES OF 

CAPRI” Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Commerce 
Bachelor of Education 
Bachelor of Music

Bachelor of Nursing' Science 
Bachelor of Science 
Master of Arts 
Master of Science

Thurs. - Fri. - Sat. Diplomas in:
Education 
Engineering 
Engineering Physics 
Food Technology

Hospital Pharmacy 
Mining Geology 
Music 
Pharmacy

PRE-PROFESSIONAL COURSES’ REQUISITE 
for Law, Medicine and Dentistry

Jack Dempsey’s
“THE BIG WHEEL”

with
Mickey Rooney and 

Thomas Mitchell
The Faculty of Graduate Studies Offering Master’s Degrees 

in Many Depaz’tments
THE FACULTY OF LAW, granting the degree of LL.B.
THE FACULTY OF MEDICINE, granting the degree of M.D..Capitol Music Co. C.M.
THE FACULTY OF DENTISTRY, granting the degree of D.D.S.
The School of Graduate Nursing, granting diplomas in Public 

Health Nursing, Teaching and AdministrationRADIOS, RECORDS, APPLI
ANCES. MUSICAL INSTRU

MENTS. JEWELLERY

Phone 3-6425 
21 Blowers Street

Complete Line of 
Easy Terms

ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships, each of a minimum value of $600.00 available to 
students applying for admission from High Schools or Junior 
Colleges of the Maritime Provinces, and awarded on the basis 
of educational attainments.

WRITE TO THE REGISTRAR for full information as to fees, 
courses, residence facilities, and dates of registration.
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