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Brus is making
them forget

or

All last week there was one often
asked question around the camp of
the Golden Bears: Will Jeff Funtasz
play against Saskatchewan?

In case you've been living in a
hole, Funtasz is the Bears’ “Is He
For Real Kid”. Funtasz came out of
O’Leary High School and romped
all the way to the CIAU Rookie of
the Year trophy. The following year,
however, he showed little or none
of the promise that accompanied
him to camp. So all hopes are that
this year the jury will reach their
decision on the Golden Bears’
would-be star.

And after Funtasz came up with a
partially torn hamstring during the
pre-season, some people felt that
Alberta’s offensive production
would remain on the bench with

‘The Funman’. *

Then, last Thursday, the bad news
came: Funtasz would indeed miss
the Golden Bears’ second game of
the season. But nobody told Mark
Brus that.

“I was expecting Funtasz to be in
there today,” said Brus. “So when |
found out I'd be playing most of
the game, it gave me a little more
confidence.”

And it showed. On Alberta’s all
important first touchdown drive,
Brus carried the ball four times,
including a two yard plunge to cap
the drive. And the majority of his
yards were gained right into the
heart of the Saskatchewan defense.

“Last week, | didn’t play with as
much confidence,” admitted the
rookie out of (ironically) O’Leary
High. “Before it was like ‘These
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Mark Brus goes up and over on third and one. An impressive home debut for the rookie running back.

guys are intercollegiate athletes’.
Now, | realize that I’'m just as good
as they are.”

And Brus seems to be awelcome
commodity around the Bears’ dress-
ing room, a room containing a few
people that were getting frustrated
with Alberta’s one gun offensive
attack. “He (Brus) did a very good
job, especially for a rookie,” said
quarterback Mark Denesiuk. “If
we use Brus properly we won’t be
as predictable (as in the past).”

“He’s going to be a good one,”
seconded center Blair Wood.
“Once we get him and Funtasz

saying that you're only as good as
your last game, this was probably
the quote of the day out of the
Alberta dressing room on Satur-
day: “I'll be nice to get Jeff back in

there to take some of the pressure
off of Mark.” — Mark Denesiuk.

How easily one’s feats of gran-
deur are forgotten... even by one’s
own quarterback.
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