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THE FRENCH CANADIAN IN BUSINESS
An 4inalysis of the Commmercial Qualifies of a porlion of our
peo pie by one who has been for fhirty-one years in cont roi of a
French trade paper in Monfreal, "Le.Moniteur Du Commerce."

By F. D. SHALLOW.

T HE very persons who have most keenly f et
the awful stress of present-day life and are
loudest in their outcry against its intensity,
are those wbo in actual practice treat with

contempt the simple if e and scorn the apparent
stagnation of philosophic ease. The standard of
success is stil undefined, Somne maintain that its
indices are the leading of men, the accumulation of

wealtb and contribution
to the science of man,
while others maintain
as firmaly that success is
personal and, tliat lie is
most successful wlio, by
wliatsoever means, lias
attained the greatest
sumn of individual liap-
piness,

The Frenchi-Canadian
shouild, with greatest
justice, bce measured by
the latter standlard and,
when so mneasured, his
great portion of the joy
Of living shouIld take
away the sting of miany
cliarges made against
him. Ife is, however,
always condemned by
the former standard,
and while on analysis,
this condemnation is not
truly <humiliating, lie

MR. F. D. SHALLOW lias, however, feit and
resented the spirit ini
which it was uttered.

If this resentmient results in a change of bis ideals,dhe Frencli-Canadian will show qualities that were
siever credited to him,.

Tllie French-Canadjan is far removed from tlie
stage Frencliman. He is in fact almost an English-
miai]. The Englisli cail tliemselves Saxons, but
their. poets sing of their Norman blood and call it
their bluest strain. The Frencli-Canadian is a
Norman and tliis etlinological relation to the Eng-
lishmian lias been rendered more intimate by a long
association with him in this country. Thie indi-
vidual Freadi-Canadian hardly realizes this affinity,
but wlien lie travels, wliule lie loves Paris, as in fact
wve ail do, hie is more at home in Lýondon.

The Normian is by nature a barterer, a bargainer
and a liaggler. He is canny, close-fisted and sharp
in business, sharp even more or Iess in the worst
sense of the word. His "dit etf -.nn depdit" nr nrn-

a competence and a quiet life. These ideals result
from bis education. He is tauglit to look up at the
sunlight rather than down at the earth. His in-
struction is Aristoteliàn rather than Baconian. Con-
fessedly bis schools attempt to form the mmnd and
to make the acquisition of concrete knowledge
secondary. Tbey distinguish between formation and
information, and tli look after the former, leaving
the latter to the individual. The course is one of
mental gymnastics, and solid facts are ]aid aside
tîli perliaps a little .too late, in life. The. system
quite naturally tends to produce priests, lawyers,
doctors, statesmnen and cultured gentlemen, and the
race is perbaps a little over-represented in ail these
categories.

Besides his ideals which lead him in a different
direction, it.must be recalled that the Frencli-Cana-
dian liad a bad start. lie was sent off with a kick
ýinstead'of a blessing. U'nder Frenchi governiment
bis conditions were made for him and lie had to,
submnit to tleiem He came to a land of promise, but
onl>' to draw water and liew wood. A change of
allegiance followed to which again lie lad to suli-
mit. Hle saw on this occasion ail bis fellow settlers,

who could afford it, leave for the mother country,
and he was left on lis own resources under a
strange government, to which again lie had to sub-
mit. AL these forced sulimissions should have
broken his spirit, but they did flot, thougzh they did
leave in him a trace of fatalism which. stili makes
it difficult for hiin to rise above conditions.

0f late. liowever, there are many indications that
lie is prepared for a compromise of ideals and that
lie is determined to shake off the tyranny of condi-
tions. He lias business qualities, and when lie finally
turns .to, business witli ail the enthusiasm of his
nature, lie wil certainly take in its circles, the same
notable place lie hap taken in the public life of 'the
country. What lie lias already achieved, whule not
great, is notable and may be accepted as typical
rather tlian accidentai. He is, for example, un-
questionably pre-eminent in tlie grocery trade of
Canada. The greatest, the second greatest, the third
greatest and the fourth greatest wholesale grocery
bouses ini Canada are Frencli-Canadian, and no
tbeory can attribute this pre-eminence to accident
'or good fortune.

The Frenchi language is an element of Frencli-
Canadian business, and is destined with the growth
of tliis brandi to lie an element of ail Canadian busi-
ness. The use of' this language is not a privilege,
but a constitutional riglit, and the Frencli-Canadian
would be contemptibie if lie waived this right. Some
may consider the dual language system. an economic
waste, but the discussion is now only academical,
and the Frenchi language in Canada must be faced
as a fact. As a consolation, its adversarjes may
trace the good tliis language lias done for our courn-
try in lcping to dlefine a distinct Canadian nation-
alîty by givinz it a tinge of old world idealism.

OUR RECIPROCITY CONTEST_
THE CANADIÂN COURIER is offerlng a prize forthe best 100-word letter on recipro(ýLy. Clever-

neýs wiIl be, the cbie! feature for which the
Judges will award the prize. Each letter muet lie-
gin, "'I shall vote Conservative, or "I shall vote
lieraI." Several letters were published two weeks

ago. The followlng are sonie of the Letters re-
ceived since then:

present conditions closer trade relatione wlth the
United Stateis will mean a domination that will lie
detrimiental to our moral strength and hiomogenity;
anid the concentrated bursiness ability of our neih-bour, which ýsubverts all elfe to a businese endwh
s-ucceed in diverting to the zouth of the Une a pros-
perity that would othierwise lie our.
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