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WHAT -THE COUJNTRY EXPECTS
AST August I outlinedin The Courier whatL 1:;~ eiment o! the

a beiment oaf the
We6st toadwhat everybody
knlew mutbc the main issues;
Of a general election which
had. become inevitable-com-
Pulsory military service and
ilicreased, sustained war effort.
1 said xithout qualification
that the West would be a unit
for* that government, under
ivhatever name-Grit, Tory or
ULnion, wîth n preference for
thle latter-which stood boldiy
ana ciearly for these things;
anal that candidates -%ho dld
flot stand for them with equal
boldniess and 'clarity would be
DVut to the political sword. The
resIlts 0f the polling on De-
exber 17th have proved these

sýtateluents correct.
These presents are not to

bOOSt myself as a prophet, poli-
filai or otherwls e. Lu the
4bere forecast 1 was 'right.
B3ut in another respect I' was
Ioxig. For 1 snld that an

electloun-and especially a
Party electiou-was unneces-
58a'y, foolish, a waste of time,
ellergy and money, since it,
wouId leave things much as

thywere. This was when
there seemed littIe or no
P)rospect of Union. But Union

WlHA T Canada will insist on is bus iness-like action and team
.work rat her than grand-stand play. The new Governmen

was elected for the specific purpose of handling affairs pro perli
in war-time, and it must make good or make room.

B y A . M.- C HIS HO0L M

"The West will flot only stand for, but stanid anid cheer for, anytbiug tliat wiU
throw a deep and lasting crimp into the Hun."

or net, 1 believe I was wrong ia thut opinion.
vleW o! the things that emerged ln the. recent contest, the elear-cut division-
il, lingual and geographlcal-showu during the campaigu and emphaslzed
the electoral results, I believe it was essential that Canada, as a whoîe,

miad express 'an opinion ou current issues. Lt was essential that the majority
nîid ki-now their majorlty and the minorlty be convlnced of their mluority.
'TOw that the electaral tumnît and shoutinge have dled aud the captains and
gs departed to public or private life, according to their luck or iack e! It,
can look back wlth clearer vision, see w1hat actually tock place, and posslbly'
rn a useful lesson or two therefrom.

HIERE was a tîme wheà It seemed thut the real issues rlght lie fogged
'Wlth lesser eues. But the exact'contrary happeued. The vital things,

011 Out Clear, trem'endous,, dwarfing ail others, directly preseut in the minds
i warmîiy close ta the hearts o! the people o! the West. And there was
eIe certain poiJtîclausý mlscalculated. For this wae ne common election
ght lietween historie-or posslbly prehistorlc-partles; wlierelu the ,Issur

aa there was one. was somne obscure tariff point, extravagance, or liroken
m1ises Whlch noliody realIy understood, or, understandlng, cared a hoot
'uit- Here, for the first time lu the history o! the DominIon, real, 'vital ques-
's elemnental ini their sipl'tand luvolving Canada's life-blood and
lada's arame nd above ail, Cauada,'s honor, were plaped liefore the
)Pie fer a decision. There was no obscuring such thiugs. The marvel 15
't "()me politiciaus thoughtthey miglit lie successfuIly obscured.

fe8and portents thiere were -in the Western electoral sky long liefere
ýenber 17th plin for any mnan te read. And yet they were mLsread utterly
suPPOsedîy practîcal polticians. Why? Weil, perhaps because they were
lfl!8ctical to believe lu signe and portents whleh they had ne hand In maklng.

ey thOught they made p)olities themselves. Se they dId-but of another
'UThey werr 'hizh priests of party, and they could net concieive of any
leDedheresy therein. To put a storper on what there was, they came

v to thlat WinnInep- cenvention which ie uow iincient history, brlngiug with
nI andle, bAll andi booir, There tbepv made incantation, andi swung their

[e8-r ,pessibly censors-and liurnt Party iùceuse and put through their

-resolutions and departed in

the comfortable belief that
tthey had exorcised the evil
fspirit cf country-first whicli

had entered into some. They
did nlot even trouble to take
down the frame of the frame-
up. They thought they hati
tlirown and hog-tied. the en-
tire Western Liberal party.
When, in spite of resolutions,
their political yokefellows of
other years refused to obey
the goad and chose to foilow
their own convictions, tbey
were at first Incredulous, then
ainazed, and finally horrlfied.
They went into the flght with

Jtheir old commander-mn-chief;
but minus their generals of
division, officered by thrd1
rate men, with mutlny in the
rank and file and with their
organization shot ta pieces.

N OW that the election bas
Nbeen won by the Unionist

say that the prînciple of
unlonism bas won a great
victory. This means notbing
whatever. The principle of
unlonism leseS old and well
established and obvions that
ît needs no deulonstration,
and neyer dld since men first
comblned li tribe and clan.

WIult these People really mean Is that we have reached, the end -of political
parties la Canada. The fact is that we have formes a uew party, or
possibly two.

Old parties outllve their usefulness and pa;rty names their meanlng, because
the things that caîl them into being are dead horse and no longer issue$. For
a long time there bas been little or nothing la our party naines. là some
respecte the Couservatîves are more'liberal than the LIberals, and the Llberals
more couservatîve than the Conservatives. But lu the begluning any party la
a. union of those who hold similar opinions, ta give expression and practical
effect to such opinions. Union arises from practics.i necesslty, and net fromn
liellef In or thought of auy abstract princîple. So lu the present case.

We cannot get along without politicai parties unti we ail thlnk alîke on
every public question; whlch we are very far from dolng. When we reach
that'point we shall have one religion, and one church as weil; which aie
seems well lu the future. As long as there are. political. quesions to be solveti
there wll lie parties, old and new.' And so the Unloni .sts wlll lie a party, at
-east whlle the necessity for union lasts, possIbly better than the old one,
but a political pàrty, nevertheless, just as much as the old ones, with adherents
and oppenents, and consequentiy wlth an organisation, because It le an enforced
condition. It should lbe looked on as a paliticul party, created for a specifie
purpose which could be accompllshed Iu no other way than by the formation
of a strong political party, 'whleb it le; and not as a composite advauce agent
of the millennlum. It le bound to make istakes; but It' should lie able ta
avold repeatlng the mistakes ef others.

Let us admit that the Unionlet Government te the goverument o! a new
party. The party consiste of ail English-speaklug ConservatIveq, and so far
as election results furnlsh an indication, et least fifty per cent. o! Engis 'h-
speaklng Liberals and nen-party mnen In the West, and inu Ontario. Note that
the non-party men, as between the old parties, are now supportersý o! the new
party. Among the members.elert, there le flot one French-epeaklng supporter
of the government:, ner Ie there a srnporter o! the government, so far as 1
'am aware, froni any constltiiency where Frenrh-sî>eaklng cItizeus are lu the
majority. Therefore, It Is ipjaIn tliat tbere was a clear-cut division at the
pois between English-speaklng and F'rench-speaking cîtizeus. Tt~ le fot xny
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