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I Christianity the Greatest Fact in History
Zi Cbjrigtma% 0fflbitat wPn

By Rev. James L. Gordon, D.D.

IIANITY is the only religion with a world-program.
Chitianity aslcs for a map as large as the earth. In evcry conflct.

bewmthe nations the wise statesman consuits the rnissionary.

of the cross is the universal ensigri. *Jesus is teimvrsal character.
BEWwId the 'word bas gone after Him 1

Qirlstianity is the religion of the mont enlightened civilization known to history.
Geqrgej. Romanes wandered off into the broad fields of doubt and unbelief and
oorinmn ,ack w bhis first religious experience, be exclaimed: -It is Christianity

orot.n.
Christianity leads the vanguard of the nations. Ilie simple fac t is that the
great nations of the ýworld are the Christian nations. Education, science,
invention, disoevery sanitation and advanced legislation-tbese are al d'e
instruments of aChristian cavilization.

avlistianity bas lnherited great tracts ofirn soil. Canada, United States.
Mexico. South Amnerica, Australia, New =aan, South Africa, and a tbousand
~slando f thesoea, are b:g enouaji and vast enough wo provide roomn and food for
ome tOesand million people. (3eographicaliy tbe world belongs wo Chrlstianity.
To ber bas hem gIven the klngdonis of the carth for an inheritance and the
uttermoot parts of the, earth for a possession. We bave room, berc, on the
Continent cf North America, for
fivé hundred million souls. Wbat
a-vst hertg. Mghtymounitain
rwqM& .Rubn rivers. Stlndid
biland ses. Vastprairies. Grden
apots fit for the gods. And the

ecrlgSeasOf blstory and pro-

ive us metn w match our

Give us mari match our plains;
Men wltb emipire in their visions;
Men with purpose in their bramas

Cbrlstlanty is the only religion
which bas enclrcled the globe. It
adtit Iasf to every country*, clint-
ate &Mam &t o MuBible cf

A*h Old and NJew Testament, fits,
wberever fals. 11w Bible was
wrtten in Palestine and Palestine,
geographicaliy, Is the wbole world
in miniature. Surnmer and winter,
moutain and valley, desert and
plain. hll and dale, sea and river
--there is riot another bit of ter-
ritry like Palestine. A book
wrtten there is "readable' any-
where. Therefore a gospel vritten
in Palestine is a gospel vritten
for the world. There is no country
like Palestine, no book like the
Bible, no character like Jesus and
no religion like Christianity.
Qiristianity fits" the vorld.

Cbristianity bas in its possession
the best expression, in character
and literature, of the accepted
ideals of the race. Alrmen and
nations, to-day are judged by
standards of morality wbkbh are
jevisb and Christian in their
origin. AIl meni are mneasured by
tbe Perfect Man. AIl books are
measured by the Book of Books.
AIl loy indits root in the Law of
Moses.

Matd'ev Arnold was placing bis
igr on a great fact when be REV.J. L. G

sald: If an y man viii shov me,
outside of Christianity-outside
of a Christian country -ten square miles, wbere infancy is regarded, old
age respecte. omanbood reverenced, and wbere buman life is held sacred-'
1 will surrender my interest in the religion of Jesus Christ."

Christianty is built on the deepest natural instincts of the human beart. It
bas the best answer for the unonswered questions of d'e soul. It provides the
doctrine of God as nature's fundamental fact. It opens the door of prayer as
the way of admission into the presence of the Invisible. It flashes upon the
pad'way of mon d'e light of Truth. It enthrones the law of Love as the rule
of life and the standard of Character as d'e test of experience. And it lifts up
the goal of lmrnortality as the master motive of the soul.
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No od'er religion bas dared to combine d'ree such ideas as the Fatherhood of
God, the Brotherhood of Man and the lmmortality of the Soul. lmmortality
is d'e brightest glearn that evcr spanned the river o f death. Victor Hugo, in bis
old oge, exclairns, "I begin to feel wid'in me the tbrobbings of an immortal life.-
Christi4pity bas shot its roots down deep into the soul of history. Christianity
rests on d'e solid granite of historical fact. Our faith is founded on fact.Te
Bible is a gigantie fact. The Church of God is a stupendous fact. Christianity,
as a moral force in history, is a colossal fact. The character of jesus is a
maiestic fact. Tihe rcgcnerating powe%,r of the Holy Spirit, by \which bad men
aiý made goo, god men made be-tter and bcttcrcd rmen made even more

blessed, la an ail gloriaus fact. The resurrection of Jesus Cbrist fromn the dead,
on the third day, according wo the Scriptures, is tbe one great fundamiental fact
of Chrlstianity and the tumning point in history. Toward thati event ail history
converged and out from tbat event ail bistory radiates: ".Up froni the grave
H-e arose, Jesus my Lord!"

Robert G. Ingersoil, the famous ammsuc. once met bis friend, General Lev
Wallace, and immediately onened a discussion with bim on the subject of religion,
vith special reference to the bistorical autbenticity of Cbristionity: '*'Lev,
yod ire not a professed Christian, are you? Certainly a mani of your intelligence
is not a belieYVer in such doctrines as the divinity of esus and th inspiration of
the Bible," said Ingersoli, in bis bold, brusque vay. And, for tbe moment, Lew
Wallace vas stalled. He bad no ansver for trie brilliant orator. But the
qu estion stirred bis sluggi'sh soul and set bim tbinkin. Then lis bega to ask
bimself the question: - s Cbristianity creditable from Lh standpoint of bistory?"
TMm answer to that question is revealed in that vonderful book wbicb Lew
Wallace laid on the centre table of biswory, "Ben Hur, or Tbe Tale of The Christ"
The literary and bistorical investigations vbich led to the writing of that book
also led the author into the real presence of the real Christ. The mental process
vas an evolutionary one. First be exclaimned, as the facts began to array
themnselves: -Tbere oertaily asa Christ!" Then, as dhe facts began to
marsbal and organize temeves, he said to himsélf, vithin bhimself :- This

is of a surety the Christ" And,
at of all, as d'e thought of d'e

re-discovery of the founédations of
bis religious convictions entered
into the fabric of bis soul, he ex-
claimned, triumpbaritly, "My
Christ !" "A Christ?' "The
Christ!- *My Christ." History
leads to Cffiist. Any man who
knovs enough to read, and bas
read enough to knov, knovs this,
if he knovs anythig, that d'e
religion of Jesus Christ rests on
d'e quarried blocks of history's
granite.

Christianity bas proved to be d'e
greatest revolutionizing force in
history. Liberty, Fraterni ty,
Equality, Humanity, Democracy,
and Socialisrn are aIl the echoes
and re-echoes of the divine artill-
ery of Christianity sounding out
over d'e hilîs of Tirrie. Mightier
d'an nitro-glycerine, mightier than
gun powder, mightier than dyna-
mite, migbtier thon the earthquake
and aIl planetary upheavals is the
revolutionary force of a genuine
Christianity sweeping over the
earth.

The moon of Mahomet arose
And it shail set, while blazoned
On heaven's immortal noon,

The Cross
Leads generat ions on.

There bas always been in Christi-
anity a revolutionary force. -These
men who have tumned the world
upside down, have corne hither
also." Mark the procession. The
Covenanters. The Huguenots.
The Waldenses. The Puritans.
The Pilgrim Fathers. The Aboli-
tionists. The men who have moved
the world, have been the men
wbom the world could not move.

Christianity bas robbed death of
)RDON, D.D. its sting and the grave of its

victory. What a sad world was
this until Christ spoke. Listen:

-And all the days of Metbuselah were nine bundred and sixty-nine years-ond
be died." Death reigned tili Christ camne. Then Cbristianity began. To the
Christian thîs world is but the vestibule of the eternal. Off with tbe crape'
Let the mournful dirge ceose! O deatb, where is they sting? O grave, wbere
is d'y victory? Samnuel Rutherford turned to a weeping mother and said: 'Do
you d'ink d'at sbe is lost wbo is sleeping on the bosomn of eternal love?"

Christianity lives by an actual experience in the lives of men and women. Sir
Isaac Newton, d'e Christian astronomer, said to an unbelieving memnber of bis
cwn calling and profession.* "Sir, 1 arn glad to hear you talk about astronomny-
tbat's your particular line of study. but you knov nothing about Cbristionity;,
that's a matter of experiencc." Sornebody asked Coleridge: , "Is Christianity
truc"' His answer was exprcssed in two words: "Try it." "*Don't queston
me about the evidence in favor of Cbristianity, try it." Christianity lives as a
spiritual force in an inward experience.

Cbristianity is the hope of hurnanitv. The guarantee of Christianity and the
hope of humanity is jesus Christ. "Lord to whorn shail we g0-Thou hast the
words of etemnal life." In the city of Paris, 1 found the Arch of Triumph.
standing like a focal point enthroned in granite and bronze, at the exact spot
,,xhere t\\-cîve great avenues con\ erged. Évery avenuc of ight in our Christian
civili7ation Icads up to an impenial Christianity and to an enthroned Christ.
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