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just. so, surely

4, . this scheme.is defeated, will be revived the

«

original. proposition for a union of ‘the Mari:

. time Provinces, irrespective of Canada,; they,

_will ‘not

‘remain ds’ they are now, powerless,.

* " scattered, helpless communities-; they: will

. form themselves into a power, which, though

D¢ ong g3 if’ naited with Canada, will,
"‘nevertbeless, be.a-powerful and considerable
‘commiunity, ‘and it'will. be then too'late for

" us-to attempt to strengthen ourselves By this®
. _scheme, which, in the words of the resolution,
" %is for- the best interests, and present and

fature prosperity of British North America.”

o E I werare” ‘nqg\'blind"?to*ogirpfesant—positi«m .
"'+" _we must see’ the. hazardous’ situation in

e

.+ be the pesalt;

' sister. provinees.,

‘ the whole year.

which all.the greatiinterests of Canada stand
in. respect.to the United - States. = [ am nu:

* alwrmist. * T do not believe in the, prospett at-
.~ immediate war. . I believe that the coramou
* sense of the two nations will prevent.a'war;
"1 still we cannot -trust to. probabilities.. The

_Governrientand Legislature would be want-
ing'in - their duty to the people it they ran
any risk | We know that the United States

‘at_this ;momeot ary engaged in a; war uf

LT enormous dimépﬁons'—é-thht the Ureasion of a

" war with (reat Britain has again and .again
ariven, and luay at any time-in the future
aghin arise = We cannot foresce.what may

we' cannot say but that the

. two ‘nations may drift into'a war a3 other

‘pations . have doge’ before. 1t would, then

. be too Jats when war had commenced to think

of measures for strengthening ourselves, or.
.to begin negociations for a univn with “the |
At this wowent, in con-.
sequence b 'the-ill-feeling which has arisen
botween ' Kngland and the United States—:
a fedling of which Canadi was vot the caase
« —in consequénce of the ipritation which now
exists, owing to the unhappy state of affairs
‘on’ this coutinent, the Reeiprocity Treay;
"it weems probable; is about to, be brought
to an end—our trade . is ‘hampered by the
paissport, systein; and at any momént Wy nay
be depris ed ‘of permission o carry our guads
* through Uniited States ‘channels—the bonded

. - goods System may be done away with, and the

winter trade through-the Urited ‘Satés. put.

“an end ta. Qur merchants way be obliged

"to Teturn to the old ‘systemi of bringiug in
during the samuier mouths the supplies for
Ourselves already threat-
ened, our trade iutcmﬁwd, our intereourie,
political avd comumercial, destroyed; if we do
.tot take warning new when wé have the op-

vantagé of the present arrangement and the
désire. of the Lower Proviuges tv-diaw closer
the ‘allisnce between us, ' we. way suffer.com- |
‘mercial and political disadvaitgaes it may
take long for us to overcome." The Confer-, .
ener having come to the conclusion. that a
legislative uniou, pare-and simple, was im- '
‘practieable, vur .next. attempt was to form a
government -upon’ fedéral “principles, whith
would jgive to the General Government the
strength- of a-legislative aud. administrative |
abion, while at’ thé.same. time, it preserved -

"

1

 have provided:

portunity, and while- one avenne is tlireat-

encd tu be closed, open-andther by taking ad-+

that liberty f _action for..the diffrent’seo-

tionis ‘which is allowed by a Federal Union. .
And T am stroog in” the! belief-—that we
shave'hit, upon.the happy: meédium im those -
resolitivns, and that we have formed ascheme, . '
of ‘govérument which unites’ the advantages .
of both) giving us-the strength of- a: legisls-
tive anion qnﬁ the ‘sectional freedom of a
feiteral union, with" protection-to lueal inter-
‘eats. . ko doing ‘so we had the advantage of .
‘the. expatienee of ‘the United States. yolt s
the fashion now te enlarge on the defeets of
the Upnstitation of the United States, bat 1 '
am ot oae ol these whe luok “upon it as &
tailure . Hlear; hear ). I'think” and believe . .
that”it' i+ one. of, ‘the most’ skillful works
which human intelige.cy ever oreated ; ia
pue ‘of the “uiost, perfect orzanizations that! ‘
ever gugetued a free prople . To say that it .
has sodie Jetders ‘lslfbutz, to say that it is not -
thé work.of Ommacicucd, bat of humai in-
tellects . Wirare happily situsted in baviag
bad' the upportanity of watching | ]
rativn, seging its.working from 1A%
tiltnow. " It was in the main , \
model of the-Uonstitation of Great Britaig, -
‘addpted to the dirédmstances of “a new coun-
try; and was perhaps the only practicable sys-
tetn that could have been adopted undor the
cirvanistanees oXisting at the time of its
formativn,  We can now take advantage of :
the experience of the last seventy-eight years,
during. which that Constitation has' existed,
and . ain strongly of the belief shat we have,”
in & yreat’ measare, avoided in this system
which we propose for ‘the adoption’ of .the,
_people 'of ‘Uanada,  the defects which time
abd events have shows to exist in theAwer-
jean Coostitution. Tu the first place, by a
resolution. which meets with the. uviversal
approval of the people of ‘this country, we.
that for all time to come, 80
far as we can legislate for the fature, we .
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